
Chapter 1. PESTICIDE REGULATORY PROGRAM                                                         6000-2 
Subchapter 1. DEFINITION OF TERMS                                                                       Rev.1/2016 

 
TITLE 3.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
DIV. 6.  PESTICIDES AND PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 

  “Commercial applicator” means a person who uses or supervises the use of a pesticide for 
any purpose or on any property other than as provided by the definition of private applicator.  
 

“Confidential reader” is a person chosen by an employee required to wear a respirator to read  
to him/her the Medical Evaluation Questionnaire required under section 6739 in a language 
primarily understood by the employee.  This includes, but is not limited to, a coworker, family 
member, friend, or an independent translator provided by the employer.  The employer or the 
employer’s direct agent, such as a supervisor, manager, foreman, or secretary, are not included 
and are prohibited from being confidential readers. 
 
 “Conflict with labeling” means any deviation from instructions, requirements or prohibitions 
of pesticide product labeling concerning storage, handling or use except: 

(a) A decrease in dosage rate per unit treated; 
(b) A decrease in the concentration of the mixture applied; 
(c) Application at a frequency less than specified; 

 (d) Use to control a target pest not listed, provided the application is to a commodity/site that is 
listed and the use of the product against the unnamed target pest is not expressly prohibited; 
 (e) Employing a method of application not expressly prohibited, provided other directions are  
followed; 
 (f) Mixing with another pesticide or with a fertilizer, unless such mixture is expressly 
prohibited; 
 (g) An increase in the concentration of the mixture applied, provided it corresponds with the 
current published UC Pest Management Guidelines of the University of California, which are 
available from their Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program, 2801 Second Street, Davis, 
California 95681-7774, or on-line at http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu; or   
 (h) The use of personal protective equipment consistent with the exceptions and substitutions 
in section 6738.4. 
 
 “Continuous monitoring” means the measurement of the air concentration of a specific 
pesticide on an uninterrupted, real-time basis by instrumental methods.  
 
 “Course” means any course, class, or program offered by a provider of continuing education 
approved pursuant to section 6512.  
 
  “Coverall” means a one- or two-piece garment of closely woven fabric or equivalent that 
covers the entire body, except the head, hands, and feet, and must be provided by the employer 
as personal protective equipment. Coverall differs from, and should not be confused with, work 
clothing that can be required to be provided by the employee. 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/
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    “Crack and crevice treatment” means the application of small amounts of insecticide 
directly into cracks and crevices in which insects hide or through which they may enter the 
building. Examples are openings occurring at expansion joints, between different elements of 
construction, and between equipment and floors. Only minimal amounts of pesticide should 
remain on the surface. 
 
   “Display” means to make information available to the employee so that he or she may readily 
see and read the document, during normal business hours, without having to make a specific 
request of any person.  An employee shall not be hindered or impeded from examining 
documents required to be displayed.  This definition does not preclude using a binder or filing 
cabinet, that otherwise meets these criteria, to contain documents for display.  
 
   “Dormant insecticide” means petroleum distillates, petroleum hydrocarbons, unclassified 
petroleum oils with the addition of other insecticides - or other insecticides used alone – that are 
used for pest control and applied to deciduous plants. 
 
“Dormant oil” means petroleum distillates, petroleum hydrocarbons, unclassified petroleum 
oils, and mineral oils that are used for pest control and applied to deciduous plants. 
 
 “Early entry” means entry into a treated field or other area after the pesticide application is 
complete, but before the restricted entry interval or other restrictions on entry for that pesticide 
have expired.  
 
 “Employee” means any person who, for any kind of compensation, performs work, services, 
or activities covered by this division.  
 
 “Employer” means any person who exercises primary direction and control over the work, 
services, or activities of an employee. A foreman, crew leader, supervisor, or similarly situated 
person represents the employer when hiring an employee or when exercising, or having 
responsibility for exercising, the primary direction and control, but is not considered the 
employer himself or herself. 
 
 “Enclosed cab” means a chemical resistant barrier that completely surrounds the occupant(s) 
of the cab and meets those portions of the requirements in American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers Standard S-525 (Rev. 5/98) that pertain to dermal protection. 
 
 “Enclosed cab acceptable for respiratory protection” means an enclosed cab that 
incorporates a dust/mist filtering and /or a vapor or gas removing air purification system, as 
appropriate for the exposure situation. Enclosed cabs certified by the manufacturer as meeting 
American Society of Agricultural Engineers Standard S-525 (Rev. 5/98) are acceptable under 
this definition. The Director may, upon request, approve other enclosed cabs as acceptable under 
this definition.  
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6183. Indoor Exposure. 
 Each applicant to register a pesticide product, the use of which in houses, institutions, or other 
buildings may result in dermal or respiratory exposure after application, shall submit exposure 
data. Studies required by this section that involve human participants, to be conducted in 
California, shall meet the requirements of section 6710. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 12781 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12815, 12824, 12980, 12981, 12987, and 12988, Food and  
 Agricultural Code. 
 
6184.  Residue Test Method. 
 (a) Each applicant for the registration of a pesticide product shall provide the director with a 
method and a standard sample for accurately determining residues of (1) each active ingredient 
in the pesticide product and (2) each metabolite that may result from the active ingredient for 
which a tolerance has been established by the U.S. EPA in the Code of Federal Regulations. Test 
methods shall allow the director to determine residues in or on plant or animal tissue, soil, and 
water. 
 (b) In the case of a pesticide intended for use on a food crop for which a residue tolerance has 
been established, the method shall allow the director to determine the residue on each crop 
within a continuous 24-hour period. Registration may be allowed for a reasonable time during 
which the applicant can comply with this subsection. The registration shall not be allowed to 
continue for more than two years without compliance with this subsection unless the applicant 
provides the director with an equally effective procedure for accomplishing the protection 
offered by the 24-hour method. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 11502, 12005, 12111, 12531, 12561, 12781, 12976,    
 12981, 14005 and 14006.7, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 11401- 12121, 12501-12671, 12751-13102 and 14001-14104, 
 Food and Agricultural Code. 

 
6185.  Residue Data. 
 Residue data required by sections 6159 and 6181 shall be obtained under California or similar 
environmental use conditions. Such data shall take into consideration differences in plants, soils, 
climatic conditions, and application techniques. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 11502, 12005, 12111, 12531, 12561, 12781, 12824,   
 12976, 12981, 14005 and 14006.7, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 11401-12121, 12501-12671, 12751-13102 and 14001-14104, Food  
 and Agricultural Code. 
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6186.  Efficacy. 
 Each application for registration or amendment to the labeling of a pesticide shall be 
accompanied by data supporting each efficacy claim. If data supporting such claims are in the 
public domain and copies of the data are provided, the submission of such data may satisfy the 
requirement of this section. Such data shall be obtained under California or similar 
environmental use conditions and shall take into consideration differences in plants, soils, 
climate conditions, and application techniques. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 14004.5 and 14006.7, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 11501, 12561, 12824, 12825 and 12854, Food and Agricultural Code. 

 
6187.  Hazards to Bees. 
 Each applicant to register a pesticide product which, under field conditions, may be likely to 
contact commercial apiaries or pollinating bees shall submit to the director test data indicating 
the product's acute chronic toxicity to bees. Testing procedures shall be those described by the 
University of California laboratory studies included in Leaflet 2287, or equivalent procedures. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 11502, 12005, 12111, 12531, 12561, 12781, 12976,   
 12981, 14005 and 14006.7, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 11401-12121, 12501-12671, 12751-13102 and 14001-14104, Food  
 and Agricultural Code. 
 
6188.  Closed System Compatibility. 
 (a) Each applicant to register a liquid pesticide product bearing the label statement, “Fatal if 
absorbed through skin,” “May be fatal if absorbed through skin,” “Corrosive, causes skin 
damage,” or other comparable language labeled for any use for the production of an agricultural 
commodity shall submit to the Director data on the product's viscosity and such other data the 
Director may require to comply with sections 6188(b) and 6746. 
 (b) No liquid pesticide labeled for any use for the production of an agricultural commodity and 
bearing the label statement, “Fatal if absorbed through the skin,” “May be fatal if absorbed 
through the skin,” “Corrosive, causes skin damage,” or other comparable language shall be 
registered unless the product is compatible with closed  mixing systems as defined in section 
6746. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12781, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 11501, 12815 and 12824, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6189.  Effects on Pest Management. 
 Each applicant to register a pesticide for use on a crop for which it was not previously 
registered shall submit data to the director concerning any adverse effect of the product on pest 
management systems for that crop. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 11502, 12005, 12111, 12531, 12561, 12781, 12976,   
 12981, 14005 and 14006.7, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 11401-12121, 12501-12671, 12751-13102 and 14001-14104, Food   
 and Agricultural Code.
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The President of the University of California or his/her designee; 
 The Regional Administrator of the U.S. EPA Region IX or his/her designee; 
 The Chancellor of the California State University or his/her designee; 
 The President of the California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association or 
his/her designee. 

(1) The following members who shall serve an initial term of office of from one to three  
(2) years, as determined by the chair at the time of appointment, so that approximately one-

third of  
(3) these original committee members shall be replaced annually for the first three years.   
(4) Subsequent appointments shall be for a term of office of three years; 
 Five members representing academia and public foundations. 
 Six members representing agricultural production. 
 Four members representing environmental and public interest groups. 
 One member representing farm labor organizations. 
 One member representing general public and consumer advocacy. 
 One member representing nonagricultural pesticide user groups. 
 Two members representing pest control advisers. 
 Four members representing registrants and trade associations. 
 (b) The members of the Pest Management Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Director 
of the Department of Pesticide Regulation, and serve at the pleasure of the chair. Vacancies will be 
filled for any unexpired term of office as appropriate. The Pest Management Advisory Committee 
shall assist the Department of Pesticide Regulation in identifying, facilitating, and promoting 
environmentally sound pest management practices and pest management systems. Pest Management 
Advisory Committee activities include, but are not limited to, reviewing proposals for pest 
management research and recommending to the director which proposals should be funded. Upon 
the joint decision of the chair and vice chair, funds in the Food Safety Account in the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation may be expended, upon appropriation, for pest management research purposes 
to carry out the recommendations of the Pest Management Advisory Committee. The committee 
shall meet at least quarterly or at the request of the chair. The chair may appoint subcommittees as 
needed to serve in an advisory capacity. Pest Management Advisory Committee members and any 
subcommittee members shall serve without compensation. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Section 12536, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Section 12536, Food and Agricultural Code. 

 
 
 
 



Chapter 2. PESTICIDES                                                                                                            6260 
Subchapter 1. PESTICIDE REGISTRATION                                                               Rev. 1/2016 

 
TITLE 3.  CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
DIV. 6.  PESTICIDES AND PEST CONTROL OPERATIONS 
 

Article 13.  Research Authorization 
Sections 6260-6272 

 
6260.  Authorization for Research. 
 (a) With the exception of those persons exempted by section 6268, a written authorization for 
research must be obtained from the Director prior to any experimental, unregistered use of a 
pesticide. 
 (b) The authorization may specify conditions under which the research must be conducted.  
The conditions may include, but are not limited to, handling of the treated commodity, safety 
equipment, reentry intervals, medical monitoring, and field posting. 
 (c) Research requiring an approved human exposure protocol pursuant to section 6710, must be 
conducted in accordance with that protocol. 
 (d) The director may terminate, amend, or refuse to issue an authorization whenever it is 
determined that: 
 (1) The research may involve a hazard to handlers and/or field workers, the public health or 
the environment; 
 (2) The research is used for purposes unrelated to pesticide data development; or 
 (3) Violations of the authorization, a previous authorization, or Divisions 6 or 7 of the Food 
and Agricultural Code, or regulations adopted pursuant to them, have occurred in connection 
with such research. 
 (e) The research must be conducted in accordance with the conditions of the authorization and 
the research authorization regulations of this article. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6261.  Exemptions from Authorization for Research. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 407, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.     
 Reference: Sections 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6262.  Application for Research Authorization. 
 (a) Application for a research authorization must be made on the Pesticide Research 
Authorization form (DPR-REG-027a, Est. 4/15), hereby incorporated by reference. 
  (b) If at least one of the following criteria applies, the active ingredient may be omitted from 
the application form. However, the registrant shall provide the identity of the active ingredient in 
a statement as specified in (c). 
 (1) The active ingredient is not contained in any pesticide products currently registered by 
U.S. EPA. 

(2) The active ingredient is not contained in any spray adjuvants currently registered by the 
Department. 

(c) The statement required by subsection (b) must include the following information: 
(1) Firm name of registrant; 
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(2) Identification of applicable criteria from subsection (b); 
(3) Common name of active ingredient, or if no common name, chemical or molecule 

name. For biopesticides, provide the genus, species, and strain of the organism; 
(4) Pesticide product name as listed on the application form; and 
(5) Contact information and signature of authorized representative. 

 (d) The Director may require additional data if necessary to assess the potential adverse effects 
to workers, the public, and/or the environment. 
  
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995, 12999.5, and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6263.  Experimental Applications. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 407, 12781 and 12796, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 11411, 11501(a)(b)(f), 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural  
 Code. 
 
6264.  Notification and Use of Research Authorization. 
 (a) Except as provided in (b), at least 72 hours prior to beginning application of a pesticide 
requiring a research authorization, the researcher shall submit the following information to the 
commissioner of the county where the proposed trial site is located: 
 (1) A copy of the approved research authorization; and 
 (2) A notice of application. The notice of application must include the following 
information if it is not provided on the approved research authorization:  
    (A) Research authorization number; 
    (B) Name and address of researcher and applicator; 
    (C) Location of areas to be treated and name of property operator; 
    (D) Specific crop or commodity, or if there is no crop or commodity, the specific site to 
be treated; 
    (E) Approximate acres or other units; 
    (F) Specific method of application; 
    (G) Pesticides(s); 
    (H) Dilution, volume per acre or other units, and dosage; 
    (I) Date intended application is to commence; 
    (J) Location of each trial on a plot map; 
    (K) Map or aerial photograph designating the location and identity of all known areas 
that could be adversely impacted by the use of the pesticide, including hospitals; schools; 
playgrounds; residential areas (including labor camps); parks, lakes, waterways, estuaries, and 
reservoirs; state wildlife management areas; critical habitats of rare, endangered, or threatened 
species; livestock; and crops. 
   (b) The researcher shall provide the 72-hour notice of application required in (a), unless the 
commissioner has given prior approval for a shorter time period as adequate to evaluate the 
intended application. 
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   (c) The notice of application specified in (a)(2) shall also be submitted to the Department at 
least 72 hours prior to beginning application of a pesticide requiring a research authorization. If 
the commissioner allows less than 72 hours’ notice pursuant to (b), then the notice of application 
must be provided to the Department at the same time it is provided to the commissioner. 
 
 (d) If no application of pesticide is made following the notice of application, the researcher 
shall notify the agricultural commissioner within two weeks by submitting an Experimental Trial 
Report as described in section 6266(a). 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6264.1.  Research Authorization – Pesticide Form. 
 
6266.  Reports of Research Authorization Use. 
 (a) Following the final application of a pesticide requiring a research authorization in a 
particular trial location, and at least 24 hours prior to either harvest or crop destruction, the 
researcher shall submit an Experimental Trial Report (DPR-REG-029, Est. 4/15), herby 
incorporated by reference, to the commissioner. 
 (b) Within two weeks following the expiration date of the research authorization, the 
researcher shall submit to the department an Experimental Pesticide Use Report (DPR-REG-029, 
Est. 4/15), hereby incorporated by reference.  
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995, 12999.5, and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6268.  Exemptions from Authorization for Research. 
 (a) A pesticide registrant is exempt from the provisions of section 6260 when the registrant is 
the operator of the property upon which the research is to be conducted and continues to be the 
operator until the treated commodity is destroyed or harvested. 
 (b) Personnel employed by colleges and universities and engaged in pesticide research are 
exempt from section 6260 if they are operating according to the current established policy of the 
college or university which covers pesticide use and experimentation. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6270. Costs and Fees Prohibited. 
 The research authorization holder shall not charge the operator, owner, or person in possession 
of the property upon which the research is being conducted for the materials or use of the 
pesticide in connection with the research authorization. This prohibition includes charges or fees 
for labor and services in connection with the research authorization. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6272.  Possession of Authorization. 
 Each person making an application of a pesticide under a research authorization shall have a 
copy of the authorization available at the use site at the time of the application. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12781 and 12976, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 11501(a)(b)(f), 12995 and 14006.6, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6740.  Adequate Light. 
 Whenever natural light in a mixing/loading area is not adequate to allow an employee to read 
the label and work in a safe manner, artificial light shall be provided in such areas that is 
sufficient to perform these activities. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6742.  Safe Equipment. 
 (a) The employer shall assure that equipment used for mixing, loading, transferring, or 
applying pesticides is inspected before each day of use and equipment with any safety defect is 
repaired or altered to remove the hazard before further use. 
 (b) (1) All openings on tanks used for mixing or applying pesticides must be equipped with 
covers that will prevent splashes and spills. 
 (2) Flexible hoses carrying liquid pesticides in toxicity categories one or two under 
pressure must not pass unshielded through the cockpit of an airplane or helicopter. 
 (3) Shut-off devices must be installed on the exit end of all hoses carrying liquid pesticides 
in toxicity categories one or two from mixing tanks that are adequate to prevent splashes onto the 
employee doing the loading when filling operations are stopped and the filler hose is removed 
from the inlet to the tank of the application vehicle. As an alternative, a reversing action pump, 
or similar system, may be used that will empty the hose and eliminate dripping of liquid from the 
end of the hose when the filling operation is stopped. 
 (4) Each tank, with a capacity of more than 49 gallons, that is used to mix or apply any 
liquid mixture derived from a pesticide in toxicity categories one or two, must have either: 
 (A) a properly functioning means to indicate externally the internal liquid level in the 
tank such as a sight gauge; or 
 (B) the tank or the filler hose nozzle must have a device that will automatically stop the 
filling operation before the pesticide liquid mixture spills over the top. 

(5) All external sight gauges must be protected against breakage and be equipped with 
valves so the pipes or tubes connected to the sight gauge can be shut off. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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6744.  Equipment Maintenance. 
   Persons who own or operate pesticide mixing, loading, or application equipment shall inform 
each employee under their control who may be involved in the cleaning, servicing or repair of 
that equipment of the hazards of the pesticides that a person may encounter, and the methods of 
protecting against personal injury. If such cleaning, servicing or repairing is to be performed by 
persons not under the control of the owner or operator of the equipment, he/she shall so notify 
the person in charge of performing these services. Employees who clean, service, or repair 
mixing and application equipment shall be provided with any necessary protective equipment or 
clothing by their employer, and shall be instructed and supervised in the maintenance operation 
in a manner that will reduce work hazards. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6746.  Closed Mixing System Requirement. 
   Closed mixing systems are engineering controls used to protect workers from dermal hazard 
when mixing pesticides with high acute dermal toxicity. The dermal toxicity of a pesticide is 
determined by the precautionary statements on the label. 

(a) When mixing liquid formulations of pesticides for the production of an agricultural 
commodity, the employer shall assure employees use an appropriate closed mixing system as 
specified by this section or pesticide product labeling. 

(b) Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, including adjuvants, bearing the statement 
“Fatal if absorbed through skin” or other comparable language shall use a closed mixing system 
that is capable of enclosing the pesticide while removing the contents from its original container, 
preventing the pesticide from contacting handlers. Each emptied pesticide container must be 
rinsed and drained as required by the pesticide product label or section 6684, and while still 
connected to the closed mixing system. A closed mixing system meeting this standard is a 
 “Tier 1” closed mixing system. 

(c) Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, excluding adjuvants, bearing the statement 
“May be fatal if absorbed through skin” or “Corrosive, causes skin damage” or other comparable 
language shall use a closed mixing system that is capable of enclosing the pesticide while 
removing the contents from its original container, preventing the pesticide from contacting 
handlers. A closed mixing system meeting this standard is a “Tier 2” closed mixing system.  

(d) The employer shall assure employees operating a closed mixing system are trained in its 
use pursuant to section 6724 and operate the closed mixing system in accordance with its written 
operating instructions. 

(e) All personal protective equipment (PPE) required by the pesticide product label, restricted 
material permit conditions, or regulation must be at the worksite during operation of the closed 
mixing system and available in a condition that provides the intended protection. Protective 
eyewear must be worn while using a closed mixing system. While using a closed mixing system, 
PPE requirements may be reduced or modified as provided in section 6738.4. 
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(f) Closed Mixing System Design Criteria – A closed mixing system must meet the following 
design criteria. 

(1) Any closed mixing system used, as required by this section, must be designed to 
remove a pesticide from its original container and transfer the pesticide product through 
connecting hoses, pipes and couplings that are sufficiently tight to prevent exposure of any 
employee to the pesticide concentrate or, when rinsing is required, the rinsate. 

(2) Properly Constructed 
(A) All elements of the closed mixing system, such as hoses, connectors, and valves, 

must be designed and maintained for the pesticides being transferred and the pressures or 
vacuums being generated during system operation. 

(B) Tier 1 closed mixing systems must provide for effective rinsing of the original 
pesticide product from the emptied container as specified by section 6684 and transfer the rinsate 
to the mix or spray tank. 

(C) Tier 1 closed mixing systems must provide adequate pressure and volume of rinse 
water to rinse the inner surfaces of the pesticide container an must not rupture the container by 
over pressurizing. 

(g) Written Operating Instructions and Maintenance Requirements. 
(1) Any employee using a closed mixing system must have written operating 

instructions.  
(2) The written operating instructions must include: operating procedures for use, 

including the safe removal of a probe; maintenance, cleaning and repair; known restrictions or 
limitations relating to the system, such as incompatible pesticides, sizes (or types) of containers 
or closures that cannot be handled by the system; any limits on the ability to measure a pesticide, 
or special procedures or limitations on the ability of the system to handle partial containers. 

(3) The written operating instructions must be clearly legible and available with the 
closed mixing system and available for inspection by the Director or commissioner upon request. 

(4) The employer shall assure that the closed mixing system is cleaned and maintained 
as specified in the written operating instructions, and as needed to ensure the closed mixing 
system functions properly. 

(h) Exemptions. The requirements of this section do not apply to: 
(1) Mixing pesticides using a method or mixing device required by the pesticide product 

label and the failure to follow the label directions would result in the use of a pesticide in conflict 
with labeling, as specified in Food and Agricultural Code section 12973.  

(2) Opening of a container by removal of the manufacturer’s original sealing device 
without removing any of the contents before re-closing with a liquid-tight sealing device. 

(3) Regulatory personnel collecting samples of pesticides. 
(4) The rinsing of refillable pesticide containers that are required to be returned to a 

pesticide dealer, pesticide registrant, or manufacturer (pesticide producing establishment 
registered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency). 

(5) An employee required to use a Tier 2 closed mixing system if the employee handles 
a daily maximum of one gallon or less. The employee shall wear all personal protective 
equipment required by pesticide product labeling and regulation when not using a closed mixing 
system. 

 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.  
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.
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(a) Article 5.  Minimal Exposure Pesticides 
(b) Sections 6790-6793 

 
6790.  Minimal Exposure Pesticides. 
 This article applies to the following: 
 (a) Bromoxynil (Buctril, Bronate) 
 (b) Folpet 
 (c) Oxydemeton-methyl (Metasystox-R) 
 (d) Propargite (Omite, Omite CR, Comite) 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6791.  Exemptions. 
 The following exemptions apply to the specific minimal exposure pesticides:  
 (a) Folpet, when contained in or added to paints, coatings, or caulking compounds, is exempt 
from the requirements of this article. 
 (b) (Reserved). 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6792.  Conditions of Use. 
 The following conditions apply to the specific minimal exposure pesticides: 
 (a) Applications of oxydemeton-methyl to ornamental landscape trees and shrubs shall be 
made by trunk injection or soil injection methods only; 
 (b) Oxydemeton-methyl shall not be applied within a greenhouse; and 
 (c) Propargite shall not be applied within a greenhouse. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 23981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
6793.  Minimal Exposure Pesticide Safety Use Requirements. 
 (a) The employer shall provide a clothing change area and instructions, as required by section 
6732, for employees who handle minimal exposure pesticides for any period of time, regardless 
of the toxicity category of the product used. 
 (b) The employer shall provide washing facilities, as specified in section 6734, where minimal 
exposure pesticides are mixed or loaded, regardless of the toxicity category of the product used. 
 (c) The employer shall provide and maintain coveralls and require them to be worn, regardless 
of the toxicity category. 
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 (d) The employer shall provide and require employees to wear full-body, chemical-resistant 
protective clothing, as specified in subsection 6738.1(g), when handling minimal exposure 
pesticides. Employees working in the following situations are not required by this subsection to 
wear chemical-resistant, full-body protective clothing, but this clothing shall be present at the 
work site: 
 (1) employees using a closed system, or sealed water soluble packets, while mixing, 
loading, or transferring these pesticides. These employees shall wear a chemical-resistant apron, 
protective eyewear, chemical-resistant gloves, and chemical-resistant boots; 
 (2) employees working as applicators in enclosed cabs; 
 (3) applicators using vehicle-mounted or towed equipment to inject or incorporate these 
pesticides into the soil; and 
 (4) applicators using equipment with vehicle-mounted spray nozzles directed downward 
and located below the level of the employee. 
 (e) The employer shall provide and require employees to wear respiratory protection, as 
specified in section 6739, when engaged in: 
 (1) Hand application or ground application of minimal exposure pesticides, except: 
 (A) (Reserved); 
 (B) Applicators using vehicle-mounted or towed equipment to inject or incorporate 
these pesticides into the soil; and 
 (C) Applicators using equipment with vehicle-mounted spray nozzles directed 
downward and located below the level of the employee; 
 (2) Mixing or loading dry formulations of minimal exposure pesticides, except mixers or 
loaders using sealed water-soluble packets. 
 (f) All protective clothing and equipment shall be cleaned inside and out or discarded at the 
end of the day's use. 
 
NOTE:   Authority cited: Sections 11456, 12981, Food and Agricultural Code.   
 Reference: Sections 12980 and 12981, Food and Agricultural Code. 
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