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- Approximately 75,000 Spanish-speaking 
landscapers and gardeners make decisions and/or 
apply pesticides and fertilizers annually in 
Southern California.  
 
- Many  lack adequate expertise in Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM) and safe use of 
pesticides in part due to inadequate training 
opportunities available in Spanish.  
 



Basis for project: Increasing educational 
services stressing pest prevention to this large 
clientele – which has quadrupled over 20 years - 
can significantly reduce overuse and misuse of 
pesticides in urban environments and improve 
the health and safety of the work environment for 
this segment of the profession. 
 



              
 
 
 
     
                     Project Goals: 
 
-  Conduct focus groups and interviews to 
determine program content 
 
-  Develop power point presentations and 
related ‘hands-on’ activities based on focus 
group/interview results 
 
-  Provide classroom and ‘hands-on’ training 
for at least 400 Spanish-speaking landscapers 
at 13 workshops throughout Southern 
California 
 



Project Goals (con’d) 

- Develop and administer pre and post 
workshop subject matter assessments 
 

- Determine changes in pesticide use at 
end of project 



Focus Group Questions: 

- What are your main job duties? 
- How do you keep plants healthy? 
- How could you do even better? 
- Do you attend educational events? 
- What do you think of these training 

materials? (samples)? 
- Suggestions for our training?  



Personal Interview Questions 

- Who applies fertilizers/pesticides in your 
company? 

- How do you determine when to apply these 
products? 

- How do you determine what type of product to use, 
how much to apply and how to apply it? 

- How do you determine what equipment to use? 
- Do you know how to calibrate  it? 

 
 



Personal Interview Questions (con’d) 

- Do you have health and safety concerns 
at work? 

- How do you determine irrigation 
amounts, methods, etc.? 

- How do you think others in the 
profession are doing? 

- What training materials do you 
currently use?  

- What training materials would be most 
useful? 
 

 



Highlights of Focus Group Input: 
      
- Educational materials with lots of 

photos/charts 
- ‘Hands-on’ as well as classroom 

learning 
- Regular training on site if possible 



Trainers included Lisa Blecker (UC ANR), 
Jaime Bayona (Wm. Baker & 

Associates/Ewing), and Chaz Perea, Wm Baker 
& Associates/ 

Dodger Stadium) 



Laguna Woods Village 
 (Orange County) 



Laguna Woods Village 
(Orange County) 



                           Results 
 
Over 400 public and private 
Spanish-speaking landscapers 
received training in pesticide use 
and safety; irrigation scheduling; 
and, fertilizer application  
 
 
 



Overall average (mean) foremen/women 
pre and post subject matter assessments 

 (pesticide use and irrigation management) 
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Overall average (mean) crew pre and post 
 subject matter assessments 
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Project Status: 
 

Project team members are currently 
interviewing program participants to 

evaluate the overall success of the 
program and determine any change in 

pesticide application. 



Project team members Anita Matlock 
(Rain Bird) and Bob Wade (Past 

president CLCA) are working with 
industry locally and at the statewide 
level to ensure that project findings  

have endurance.  



Project team members are 
working with Karen Xu (UC 

Riverside Statistician) to evaluate 
all aspects of the project.  



Thank you! 
 
 
 


	Expanding IPM Education to Southern California Spanish-speaking Landscapers�
	- Approximately 75,000 Spanish-speaking landscapers and gardeners make decisions and/or apply pesticides and fertilizers annually in Southern California. ��- Many  lack adequate expertise in Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and safe use of pesticides in part due to inadequate training opportunities available in Spanish. �
	Basis for project: Increasing educational services stressing pest prevention to this large clientele – which has quadrupled over 20 years - can significantly reduce overuse and misuse of pesticides in urban environments and improve the health and safety of the work environment for this segment of the profession.�
	             ����    �                     Project Goals:��-  Conduct focus groups and interviews to determine program content��-  Develop power point presentations and related ‘hands-on’ activities based on focus group/interview results��-  Provide classroom and ‘hands-on’ training for at least 400 Spanish-speaking landscapers at 13 workshops throughout Southern California�
	Project Goals (con’d)
	Focus Group Questions:
	Personal Interview Questions
	Personal Interview Questions (con’d)
	Highlights of Focus Group Input:
	Trainers included Lisa Blecker (UC ANR), Jaime Bayona (Wm. Baker & Associates/Ewing), and Chaz Perea, Wm Baker & Associates/�Dodger Stadium)
	Laguna Woods Village� (Orange County)
	Laguna Woods Village�(Orange County)
	                           Results��Over 400 public and private Spanish-speaking landscapers received training in pesticide use and safety; irrigation scheduling; and, fertilizer application ���
	Overall average (mean) foremen/women�pre and post subject matter assessments� (pesticide use and irrigation management)
	Overall average (mean) crew pre and post� subject matter assessments� (pesticide use and irrigation management)
	Project Status:��Project team members are currently interviewing program participants to evaluate the overall success of the program and determine any change in pesticide application.
	Project team members Anita Matlock (Rain Bird) and Bob Wade (Past president CLCA) are working with industry locally and at the statewide level to ensure that project findings �have endurance. 
	Project team members are working with Karen Xu (UC Riverside Statistician) to evaluate all aspects of the project. 
	Thank you!���



