RIFA Environmental Monitoring Field Notes
Environmental Hazards Assessment Program
Environmental Monitoring and Pest Management Branch
Department of Pesticide Regulation
830 K Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Trip Date: February 22, 2000

Red Imported Fire Ant Project Meeting

CDFA and County RIFA project meeting attendees:

Mohammad Azhar, Basil Ibewiro, David Quimayousie, and Mamadou Watrr,
CDFA Exclusion

Mohammed Zubaidy, Joan Scheiman, and Adrian Gonzales, CDFA PDEP
Larry Cooper, CDFA-Public Affairs

Michele McKay, CDFA-Bell Phone Bank

John Ellis, and Nick Nisson, Orange CAC staff

Dan Papilli and Guevork Arakelian, LA CAC staff

Don Schreiber, San Bernardino CAC staff

Stephen Durso and William Oesterlein, Riverside CAC staff

Dick Meyer, Doug Mathews, Jon Miller, Richard Bowen, and Bob Sjogren,
Orange County Vector Control, Fire Ant Authority (OCFAA).

Min-Lee Cheng and Mark Conrad, Coachella Valley Mosquito & Vector Control
District (CVMVCD)

John Kabashima, UC Cooperative Extension

Jahan Motakef, DPR-Enforcement

Dave Kim, DPR-EM/PM

Meeting Highlights:

- Congratulations to Mohammad Azhar for the recent promotion to Senior
Agricultural Biologist.

- Introductions: Mark Conrad is the new program manager for CVMVCD
RIFA program. Richard Bowen is the project director, and John Miller the
media contact for OCFAA.

. Orange Co./OCFAA: Discussion on procedure on new finds by CAC,
contact OCFAA, send Pest Detection Report (PDR) to Sacramento, &(?)
Contact CDFA-Costa Mesa (to be discussed after meeting). OCFAA will
respond to positive RIFA finds based on the following priority Public
Safety > Nursery > residential. Public outreach brochures ready for
distribution. Also note pads with self addressed postage paid postcard for
landscape and maintenance workers to send in to OCFAA if suspect
RIFA. New office for OCFAA in Lake Forest, office doesn’'t have phones
yet, route media calls through OCVC.



CDFA-Public Affairs: Wants all media request routed through
Sacramento to prevent confusion. Will start interim media outreach ~April
8" with newspaper and radio ads, will contact phone bank prior to
running ads.

Phone Bank: Still confusion on proper procedure for different counties.
Should not be recommending specific treatment or Pest Control Operators
(PCQO’s) at this time.

LA Co.: Three additional properties with RIFA. This expands the Cerritos
and La Mirada quarantines to within 1/8 mile of each other. County is
surveying area between the two areas. All of the 173 RIFA properties will
have been treated with 2 treatments by next week.

Discussion on preferred treatment: LA Co. prefers treating with
Distancel] then Amdrol] unless mound is very active, then will do
Amdro0 first. Exclusion has been recommending alternating chemicals
every 3 months, Awardl] then Amdrol Pro.

Riverside Co.: Has 4v2 PYs dedicated to RIFA. Has identified homes
built in the last 5 years as high risk properties due to new landscaping.
Post treatment surveys of sites are all negative for RIFA, Argentine Ants
population coming back.

Coachella Valley Mosquito & Vector Control District, Fire Ant (CVMVCD):
Has started public outreach and is processing Hot Line calls. Have 7
seasonal staff and is hiring 2 biologists.

San Bernardino Co.: Will respond to all calls referred from the Hot Line.
Will start baiting and trapping last years RIFA properties.

DPR Enforcement: Gave status of Lorsban 4E SLN.

Exclusion: Two additional nurseries have been found with RIFA. Nursery
infestations may be from adjacent properties, both nurseries had
infestations on fence line, one is along a park with RIFA. The Arizona
Master Permit List is a permitting process which allows nurseries to ship
directly to Arizona without being stopped at the border. Arizona does not
allow any ants on any stock coming into the state. A nursery shipment to
Arizona was found with ants (not RIFA), soil samples were taken and 9 of
the 10 samples were negative for Talstar(l, this nursery has been taken
off the Arizona Master Permit List. The containers which were sampled
had soil probe marks so the negative results may have been due to poor
application technique rather than omission.

UC Cooperative Extension: The field day at the UC Research Station is
set for April 20™. Working on different baits and bait stations, sugar water
bait stations are very effective for Fipronill] delivery.

DPR-EM/PM: Update for Fipronil registration, there are no Fipronil/RIFA
products currently in the registration process.



- CDFA-PDEP: Trapping at turf farms, with help from the Coachella Valley
Conservation Corps, in the Indio quarantine area. Will eventually survey
all turf farms. Twenty five of the 31 golf courses in the quarantine area
have signed compliance agreements, still working on the last six.
Inspecting and trapping pool excavation sites.

Next meeting is scheduled for April 19, 2000.

kim 3/24/2000



