
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 

,~ 1220 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

NOTICE Of ATRAZINE FIND IN CALIFORNIA GROUND WATER 
AND REGISTRANTS' OPPORTUNITY TO REQUEST HEARING 

Recently, the economic poison 4trazine (2-chloro-4-ethylamino-6-isopropyl
amino-S-triazine), registered as an herbicide, was identified in the ground 
wa~er of Glenn County. It has been determined that the presence of atrazine 
ir• 'the ground water resulted from many agricultural uses including roadside 
weed control. 

Pursuant to Section 13l49(b) and (c) of the Food and Agricultural Code (fAC), 
notice is hereby given of the atrazine find and that regist~ants of atrazinc 
herbicides have 30 days after this notice is issued to request a hearing. 
A hearing will be held ~ithin 180 days after we receive a written request. 
During the hearing, registrants will be required to submit a report and docu
mented evidence supporting the continued registration, sale, and use of 
atrazine, Notice of a scheduled hearing will be mailed to atrazine registrants 
to~ether wit~ information regarding the report and documented evidence required 
for the hearing. _!.!. ~ hearing _is not requested_ within 30 days afte~ this 
notice is issued, the Director of the Department of food and Agricult~re 1s 
recJuir.edto cancel the registration o~ the. !5:_0nornic poiSonpursuam: to 
Section 13149(c), FAC. . 

Atrazine was found in G~enn County ground water during a well monitoring study 
by the Department's Env~ronmental Monitoring and Pest Management Branch. The 
study was conducted to monito~ the agricultural use of triazine herbicides in 
a 37 square mile area sJrrounding the Willows Airport. Atrazine tested posi
tive in 34 of the 137 w~lls sampled with a detection range of 0.1-1.4 ppb, 
All positives w~re analyzed by two methods: Gas Chtomatography and H~gh 
Pressure Liquid Chromatography. Samples were analyzed by the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture and California Analytical Laboratories of 
West Sacramento. 

Requests for additional information should be directed to Carol Cummins, 
Supervisor of Registration. at (916) 322-3564. 

July 28, 1986 
Dated Robert V. Peterson, Chief 

·Pesticide Registration Branch 
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NOTICE OF HEARING PERTAINING TO ATRAZINE 

TO ALL CALIFORNIA REGISTRANTS OF ECONOMIC POISONS CONTAINING ATRAZINE WITH 
LABELS FOR AGRICULTURAL USE, PLEASE TAKE NOTE AS FOLLOWS: 

I 

I. 	 Atrazine has been found in California ground water in Glenn and Tulare 
counties. 

:2. 	 Tht• subcommittee• of the Director's Pesticide i{egistralion anrl EvaJualion 
Committee, acting pursuant to Section l3150 of the Food and Agricultural 
Code, will hold a hearl.ng on January 28, 1987, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Dl'part ment of Transportation Bui ldj.ng, Basement Board Room, 1120 N St reel., 
Sacramento, California 95814. 

3. 	 The purpose of this hearing is to allow submission of testimony and to-· review reports from registrants as,well as other information the subcom
mittee deems necessary to make any of the findings specified jn 
Section 13150, Food and Agricultural Code. 

Requests for additional information should be directed to Carol Cummins at 
(916) 322-3564. 

Uute 
SEP 2 2 1986 

------------~--------- Robert V. Peterson, Chief 
Pesticide Registration Branch 

http:hearl.ng
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GEORGE DEUKME.ItAN, GowgrtH 

DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
1220 N Street i · 

Sacramento, CA . 95814 

September 23, 1986 

Dear Economic Poison Registrant: 

·. Hearing Regarding Finding of Atrazine in Ground Water 

Pesticide Contamination Prevention Act (AB 2021) 


This letter is to inform you that a hearing request was received for atrazine 
and a hearing has been scheduled for January 28, 1987, as specified in the 
enclosed Hearing Notice. This is the only hearing that will be held for 
atrazine. 

Pursuant to Section 13150(b) . of the Food and Agricultural Code (FAC), the 
subcommittee of the Director's Pesticide Registration and Evaluation Committee 
will hold this hearing to review reports and documented evidence submitted by 
registrants and any other information or data the subcommittee determines is 

- neces~ary to make a finding. 	 "" 

Registrant's report. To support the continued registration, sale and use of 
your product(s), you are required to submit a report and documented evidence 
which demonstrate both of the following: 

1. 	 That the presence in the soil of atrazine does not threaten to pollute the 
ground water of the state in any region within the state in which the 
economic poison ·may be used according to the terms under which it is 
registered; and 

2. 	 That atrazine that has been found in the ground water has not polluted, and 
does not threaten to pollute, the ground water of the state in any region 
of the state in which the economic poison may be used according to the 
terms under which it is registered. 

Registrants should submit any data, evidence, and supporting arguments that 
demonstrate why the active ingredient, other specified ingredient, or degrada
tion product was found in the ground water or in the ,soil under the conditions 
specified in Section 13149(a), FAC. Data demonstrating conditions under which 
leaching does not oocur also should be provided. Registrants may individually 
or collectively submit the required report(s) for review at the hearing. For 
your assistance, an outline you may wish to follow in preparing your material 
is enclosed. 

Subcommittee hearing. The subcommittee consists of three members, one member ~ 
each representing the Director of CDFA, the State Department of Health Services 
and the State Water Resources Control Board. The chair of the subcommittee 
will conduct the hearing and the proceedings will be recorded. A written copy 
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of any testimony presented at the hearing should be provided. None of the 
materials submitted as part of the hearing process will be considered confi
dential. Testimony will be accepted only from registrants of economic poisons 
containing atrazine and labeled for agricultural use or their designated 
representatives. If you or your representative plan to present testimony, 
please notify us at least thirty days in advance of the hearing date. Advance 
noti fie at ion will enable us to schedule sufficient time to accommodate those 
wishing to testify. 

Findings. Within ninety days after the hearin~, the subcommittee may make 
an'y of the following findings: 

1. 	 The ingredient found in the soil or ground water has not polluted and 
does not threaten to pollute the ground waters of the state. 

2. 	 The agricultural use of the economic poison(s) containing the ingredient 
can be modified so that there is a high probability that the economic 
poison(s) would not pollute the ground waters of the state. 

3. 	 The modification of the agri~ultural use or cancellation of the economic 
poisons containing the ingredient will cause severe economic hardship on 
the state's agricultural industry, and no alternative products or practices 
can be effectively used so that there is a high probability that pollution 
of state ground water will not occur. Jn this case, the subcommittee shall 
recommend a level of the ingredient that does not significantly diminish 
the adverse health.effects safety margin. 

For 	 further information, please contact Carol Cummins at (916) 322-3564. 

Sincerely, 

Robert V. Peterson, Chief 
Pesticide Registration Branch 

Enclosures 



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FOOD ANO AGRICULTURE 

Registrant's report(s) pursuant to Section 13150(a), Food and Agricultural Code. 
SUGGESTED OUTLINE: 

A. 	 Name of active ingredient. 
B. 	 Name and address of registrant. 
c. 	 Name and phone number of contact person(s). 
D. 	 Name, EPA registration number, and label of each of your product(s) con

taining the detected active ingredient, other specified ingredient or 
associated degradation product registered in California for agricultural 
use. 

E. 	 Date of initial registration of each product in California, if known. 
F. 	Documented evidence that the material detected in soils does not thre~ten 

to pollute ground water in any region of the state when used according to 
'·· 	 terms under which it is registered; and that material detected ir'l around 

water has not polluted, and does not threaten to pollute, ground water in 
any region of the state when used according to terms under which it is 
registered. 

G. 	 Data, evidence, and narrative explaining why the active ingredi~nt, 
other specified ingredient, or degradation product was found in ground 
water or soil under conditions specified in Section 13149(a), FAG. Other 
data may be submitted. These data may include: 
1, Factors affecting movement of the material into ground water or soil 

(e.g., 	local soil characteristics and environmental conditions) which 
could be used to predict leaching potential in other areas of 
California. 

~, 	 2. Information regarding principal sites of application in the detection 
area, including methods of application. 

3. 	 Evidence of misuse. ' 
4. 	Evidence that the presence of the material in soil or ground water 

resulted from repeated mixing, rinsing, or disposal at the same 
location. 

H. 	 The registrant rnay submit potential mitigation measures and rationale 
for their adoption, including proposed restriction or agricultural use 
modification for certain areas of the state or for the entire state. 

I. 	The registrant may submit evidence that agricultural use modification or 
cancellation of the product(s) will cause severe economic hardship on 
the state's agricultural industry. Such evidence should show that the 
registrant's product is the preferred material for use and the additional 
costs to growers if agricultural use modifiqations are made or if alter
native products are used. 

J. 	The registrant may recommend ··a level of the material in the soil or 
ground water that does not significantly diminish the adverse health 
effects safety margin. 


