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DPR: Lead Agency for Pesticides 
 

 

Our mission:  
 

To protect human health and the environment 
by regulating pesticide sales and use, and 
by fostering reduced-risk pest management. 



DPR Funding and Staffing 
Funded by regulatory fees 

• Pesticide sales 81% 
• Registrations & licenses 15% 

About 378 employees for 2015-2016  
• 226 scientists ( toxicologists, research scientists,  

environmental scientists and environmental 
program managers) 
 

USEPA and DPR 
• EPA authorizes authority over sales and use 
• States have primary enforcement responsibility 
• States may register and regulate more stringently 
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Registration 
• Products registered with  

EPA first 
 

• 4,000 – 5,000 
registrations / yr 
 

• 12,500 products, 1,400 
companies  

• Over 1,000 different AIs 
 

• Registrants provide data 
on human health and 
environmental effects  

 
 

 



Registration Registration scientists  
coordinate data evaluation: 
 

• chemistry 
• environmental fate 
• efficacy 
• microbiology 
• ecotoxicology 
• hazards to non target organisms and 

plants 

Other Branches review specific data:  

• EM - environmental impacts to Air, SW, GW 
• Human Health Asmt for risk and bystander exposure 
• WHS for potential occupational exposure  



Human Health Assessment 

 

Toxicologists:  
• Evaluate product safety and 

assess risk 
 

• Evaluate all routes of exposure 
 

• Conduct exposure assessments  
 

• Determine acute, subchronic, 
chronic effects 
– Carcinogenicity 
– Reproductive toxicity 

 
 

Evaluate possible health 
effects of illegal residues 
in food 



Worker Health and Safety 
 

Human Health Mitigation Program 
 

• Assess worker and public health 
impacts for pesticide use 

• Identify labeled uses for 
exposure assessments  

• Develop mitigation strategies 
regulations, proposed label 
changes 

• Reach out and train 
 



Worker Health and Safety 
Pesticide Illness Surveillance 
Program 

• Determine trends in illnesses 
and injuries (PISP database) 

• Assess mitigation 
effectiveness 
 

Exposure Monitoring and 
Industrial Hygiene Program 

• Conduct field studies 
• Assist in illness investigations 
• Evaluate workplace 



 

Enforcement 
Food Safety Program   
 

• Collect samples: 
‒ Wholesale and retail outlets  
– Distribution centers  
– Farmers’ markets  

• Ensure pesticide residues on raw produce 
are in compliance with U.S. EPA tolerances 

 



Enforcement 
DPR oversees and directs 
County Ag Com activities: 
 

• Develop CAC work plans 
− 275 county staff 

• Train - inspection/investigation 
• Evaluate compliance and 

enforcement response 
• Evaluate county programs 
• Establish statewide regulations 

and policies 
 



Pest Management and Licensing 

Mandate: “ensure that people selling, 
possessing, storing, handling, applying and 
recommending the use of pesticides are 
knowledgeable in their safe use” 

 

Licenses include: 
• Qualified Applicator 
• Pest Control Aircraft Pilot 
• Agricultural Pest Control Adviser 
• Dealer  
• Maintenance Gardener (cert) 
 

 

Licensing and Certification Program 

Total Number of Licenses 
and Certificates 
22,755 



Pest Management and Licensing 

• Develops outreach & education 
materials 

 

• Conducts workshops 
 

• Facilitates adoption of IPM 
 

• Collects school and child care 
pesticide use records 

 

• Maintains IPM Web sites 
 

 

DPR School/Child Care IPM 
Programs 

Weed Evaluation 

School Kitchen Inspection 



Pest Management and Licensing 
• Provide grants for IPM implementation 

and research 
− Agricultural and urban settings 
− IPM Innovator awards 

 

• Maintain Pesticide Use Rep Database 
− Agricultural, urban, schools and child 

care 
− More than 2.5 million records annually  

 

• Provide outreach for Endangered 
Species Program 
− Applicator training 
− On-line tool with pesticide management 

measures 
 

 



Environmental Monitoring 

General Branch Mandate 
 

• Continuous evaluation of 
registered pesticides 

• Evaluation of substances 
before registration 

 
Organization 
 

• Three programs 
– Air  
– Surface Water 
– Ground Water 

 
 



Environmental Monitoring 
Air Program 

• Toxic Air Contaminant and  
other air monitoring  
– Risk assessment data, 

mitigation, modeling 

• Air network 
– Salinas, Ripon, Shafter 

• Volatile organic compounds 
– Federal Clean Air Act, low VOC 

 

Ground Water Program 
• Evaluate pollution potential of 

new pesticide products 
• Identify and place potential 

polluters on Ground Water 
Protection List in regulation 

• Monitor for pesticides on GWPL 
• Collect monitoring data from 

other agencies 
• Maintain database  
• Evaluate pesticides formally and 

possibly mitigate 
• Conduct research 

 



Environmental Monitoring 

 

• Monitors & assesses 
– Surface water, sediment, aquatic 

toxicity 
 

– Agricultural and urban settings 
 

• Mitigates and develops use limitations 
– Reduce runoff through constructed 

wetlands, veg ditches, cover crops, holding 
ponds, irrigation return systems & filtration 
 

− Pyrethroid regulations for urban areas 
 

– Regulate agricultural use patterns for 
dormant spray, also use permit conditions 
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For more information:    
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov 


	Pesticide Regulation in California
	DPR: Lead Agency for Pesticides
	DPR Funding and Staffing
	DPR’s Program
	Registration
	Registration
	Human Health Assessment
	Worker Health and Safety
	Worker Health and Safety
	�Enforcement
	Enforcement
	Pest Management and Licensing
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Environmental Monitoring
	Environmental Monitoring
	Environmental Monitoring
	Slide Number 18

