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Pesticide Contamination
Prevention Act (PCPA)

* Originally enacted in 1986 and revised In
2014

 Purpose: to prevent further pollution of
groundwater due to agricultural use of
pesticides
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Major GWPP Activities
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Evaluate groundwater (GW) pollution
potential of new pesticide products

ldentify and place potential polluters on
Ground Water Protection List (GWPL)

Formally review and possibly regulate
pesticides that contaminate GW

Conduct research



Well Inventory Database:

« 2 million pesticide samples

o 25,000 public/private wells
360 pesticides/degradates
45 agencies
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Major Sources of Monitoring Data

85% - CDPH (public water systems)
8% - SWRCB (GAMA Program)

3% - DPR

4% - Other agencies (EPA, ARB, etc.)

Annual summary report:

“Sampling for Pesticide Residues in California
Well Water: 2014 Update”



Types of Groundwater Monitoring

1. Ground Water Protection List
2. Z Studies (Four-Section Surveys)

3. Monitoring well network in Fresno/Tulare
counties

dpr



dpr

Ground Water Protection List
(GWPL): 3 CCR Section 6800(b)

e Consists of registered, ag use Als identified as
having a potential to contaminate GW but
have not yet been found in California GW

e Currently 98 Als on the GWPL

e Use a prioritization scheme to determine Als to
look for each year
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Z Study (Four-Section Survey)

 Conducted to investigate reported detections
by other agencies

* Re-sample original well to confirm reported
detection

e Sample additional wells in four section area
surrounding original well



Z Study (Four-Section Survey)
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Major Question!

Was the reported pesticide detection (and
possibly additional detections in nearby wells)

the result of legal agricultural use of that
pesticide In the area?
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Legal Agricultural Use Means ...

* The pesticide Is registered in California

* The pesticide Is labeled for agricultural use

* The source of contamination was non-point
application of pesticide to crops Iin the area

* The source of pesticide contamination was
not a point source (e.g., spill near wellhead)
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Review and Regulate Use of
Detected Pesticides

 Measured pesticide concentration > 0.05 ppb

o Pesticide submitted to a formal review process

e Should use continue?

* Four potential outcomes:

1.
2.

o

Cancel pesticide registration

Determine pesticide does not significantly pollute
and allow continued use without any changes
Restrict pesticide use to certain areas

Regulate pesticide use In certain areas
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Regulated Pesticides: 3 CCR Section
6800(a)
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Atrazine
Simazine
Bromacill
Diuron
Prometon
Bentazon

Norflurazon
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Monitoring Well Network In
Fresno/Tulare Counties

14



Revised Pesticide Contamination
Prevention Act (2014)

Major revisions:

« DPR can revise its methodology for placing
pesticides on the GWPL

e DPR can now formally review active
Ingredients when only their degradation
products are found in groundwater
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