
 

 

 
 

 

 

PRESCRIBE: Data Base for Protection 
of Endangered species 

Department of Pesticide 
Regulation 
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Endangered Species 

 An endangered species is an 
animal or plant species with 
very few of its members left. 

 A species might be 
endangered due to: loss of 
its food/prey; loss of the 
areas where they live 
(habitat); because we 
consume too many of them 
(fish, trees, etc.); 
environmental pollution; 
climate changes, and other 
factors. 



 
 

Endangered Species in 
the United States 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Pesticides and Endangered Species 

 Example: Years ago, the 
use of pesticides such as 
DDT affected species like 
the peregrine falcon and 
the California brown 
pelican. It caused them to 
produce thin-shelled eggs, 
resulting in the shells 
breaking during incubation 
and the chicks dying. 

 We want pesticides to be 
used carefully, to prevent 
affecting endangered 
species. 



 

  
 

 
  

 

DPR’s Endangered Species Program 

 Our focus is to address any 
pesticide/endangered 
species issues resulting 
from the use of  
Rodenticides, insecticides, 
herbicides, and fungicides. 

 Develop Pesticide Use 
Limitations to prevent 
effects on endangered 
species or their habitat. 



 

 

       

          

  

      

  

      

      

         

         

          
      

DPR’s Endangered Species Program 

 Activities: 

a) Location of endangered species’ habitats 

for use in PRESCRIBE 

b) Maintain PRESCRIBE, internet data base for 

public queries. 

c) Public Education and training thru 

continuing education courses. 

d) Publish educational materials for pesticide 

applicators. Materials are made available 

online or distributed thru County Agricultural 

Commissioners, PAPA, CAPCA, etc. 



 

   

Locating Endangered Species’ Habitat 

WHAT YOU SEE… 



  Locating Endangered Species’ Habitats 

WHAT WE SEE… 



    
   

 

 

 
  

 
 

     
    

   

  

 

  

We use Public Land Use Survey System coordinates -
Township/Range/Section (TRS) to locate habitats. 
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In California there are over 
4,000 Townships, each one 
containing 36 sections (square 
miles). Each section has a 
unique T/R/S coordinate code. These coordinates allow us to 
locate the species’ habitats with a square mile precision. The 
same coordinate system is used for Pesticide Use Reports. 

Range (East-West axis) 

Section 

example: T1NR4ES14 



  
  

 

Habitat: what an organism needs for all its life 
functions: born, grow, eat, reproduce and die.

 California tiger salamander habitat in Livermore 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DPR’s Pesticide Use Limitations 

 Methods of application, restrictions, or prohibitions 
that apply to any given Active Ingredient being 
considered for use in proximity of Endangered 
Species (ES) habitat. 

 This is the “prescription” for use of any Active 
Ingredient (AI) considering the proximity of an 
application to ES habitat, AI’s Activity Category, 
and its Hazard Class to that species. 

 The Use Limitations attempt to protect endangered 
species from harm due to pesticide use while 
allowing normal agricultural pest control. 



           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.R.E.S.C.R.I.B.E. 
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http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/es/prescint.htm 



 

 

 

 

  

 
 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 

PRESCRIBE: 1st. Step 

 The user selects 
a county from 
the pick list, then 
clicks on “Next”. 
For this example 
we selected 
Monterey. 



 

 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 

PRESCRIBE: 2nd. Step 

The user selects a 
township and the 
section(s) where 
pesticides will be applied. 
For this example we 
selected Township 
23S07E, and Sections 10 
and 11. 



 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

PRESCRIBE : 3rd. Step 

 We get a list of 
species occurring in 
those sections: 
Arroyo toad and 
San Joaquin kit fox. 

 The species list has 
links to more 
information about 
the species. 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

PRESCRIBE: Species Details 

 These pages provide 
us with more details 
about the species 
found in those 
sections. 

ANAXYRUS CALIFORNICUS 



   

 

 

   

 

 

 

PRESCRIBE: 4th. Step – Pesticide Selection 

This step connects us 
with the Chemistry Data 
Base. We can search 
pesticides by 
commercial name their 
U.S. EPA Registration 
Number. For example, 
“Ramik”, a Rodenticide. 



 
   

 

 

PRESCRIBE: 5th Step – Report and 
applicable Use Limitations 



    

  
 

 
 
  

 

PRESCRIBE Mobile 

PRESCRIBE is now available 
for mobile devices such as smart 
Phones, tablets, etc. 

It can be accessed at: 
http://mobile.cdpr.ca.gov/prescribe 



    

     

 

 

 
  

 

PRESCRIBE Mobile App 

Location search 
Use My Location: Easy to 
use, particularly for those not 
familiar with the 
Township/Range/Section 
(TRS) coordinates system. 
The program finds the 
corresponding County and 
TRS coordinates based on 
where your mobile device is 
at that moment. 



    

 

   
 

 

PRESCRIBE Mobile App 

Product Search 

Type the product name or U.S. 
EPA Registration Number, then… 

Tap the “Search” button. 



    

 
 

      
       
      
 

  
      
      

PRESCRIBE Mobile App 

Product Results Screen 
By tapping on a product’s 
box, a “ticker” scrolls 
the full name of the product 
or EPA Registration Number. 

By tapping in the middle of 
a product box we get to 
the full report. 



  

    

 

  
     
 

PRESCRIBE 

Mobile App 

Full Report Screen 

By tapping on each 
box, it can be expanded. 



  

    

 

PRESCRIBE 

Mobile App 

Species Details Screen 




