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Bay Area Stipulated 
Injunction and Order 

 Suit by Center for Biological Diversity charges 
U.S. EPA with failure to consult U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) on the risks from 75 
active ingredients (AI) to 11 listed species in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. 

 Eight counties affected: Alameda, Contra Costa, 
Marin, Napa, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano 
and Sonoma.   

 Imposes different “no-use” buffers for the 75 AI, 
depending on species.  

 



Species Included 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California clapper rail California freshwater shrimp 

California tiger salamander Salt marsh harvest mouse Tidewater goby 



Species Included 

San Joaquin kit fox San Francisco garter snake 

Valley elderberry  
longhorn beetle Bay checkerspot butterfly Delta smelt 

Alameda whipsnake 



Background Information - http://www.epa.gov/endangered-

species/san-francisco-bay-area-endangered-species-litigation-
center-biological-diversity#background 



Active Ingredients Affected 

• Acephate 

• Acrolein 

• Alachlor 

• Aldicarb 

• Aluminum phosphide 

• Atrazine 

• Azinphos-methyl 

• Bensulide 

• Beta-cyfluthrin 

• Bifenthrin 

• Brodifacoum 

• Bromadiolone 

• Bromethalin 

• Carbaryl 
• Carbofuran 
• Chlorophacinone 
• Chlorothalonil  
• Chlorpyrifos 
• Cholecalciferol 
• Cyfluthrin 
• Cyhalothrin (lambda) 
• Cypermethrin 
• 2,4-D 
• Deltamethrin 
• Diazinon 
• Difethialone  
• Difenacoum 

“No Effect” determination was made because the chemical was cancelled 



Active Ingredients Affected (cont.) 

• Dimethoate 

• Diphacinone 

• Diquat dibromide 

• Disulfoton 

• Endosulfan 

• EPTC 

• Esfenvalerate 

• Ethoprop 

• Fenpropathrin 

• Fipronil 

• Fluvalinate 

• Imidacloprid 

• Magnesium phosphide  

 

 

• Malathion 

• Mancozeb 

• Maneb 

• Metam Sodium 

• Methamidophos 

• Methidathion 

• Methomyl 

• Methoprene 

• Methyl bromide 

• Metolachlor 

• Naled 

• Oryzalin 

• Oxydemeton methyl 

“No Effect” determination was made because the chemical was cancelled 



Active Ingredients Affected (cont.) 

• Oxyfluorfen 

• PCNB 

• Pendimethalin 

• Permethrin 

• Phenotrin 

• Phorate  

• Phosmet 

• Potassium nitrate 

• Propargite 

• Resmethrin 

• S-Metolachlor 

 

• Simazine 

• Sodium cyanide 

• Sodium nitrate 

• Strychnine 

• Tetramethrin 

• Thiobencarb 

• Tralomethrin  

• Trifluralin 

• Warfarin 

• Zeta-cypermethrin 

• Zinc phosphide 

“No Effect” determination was made because the chemical was cancelled 



Depending on the Species, the Active Ingredient, 
and method of application (ground or air)… 

 Buffers   100’ or  400’ 

BUFFERS  200’-300’ for both   

BUFFERS 200’ or 400’ 

BUFFERS 700’ 



 Pesticide Programs Excluded* 

 Public Health & Vector Control 
Programs 

 Invasive Plant and Noxious Weed 
Programs   

 ESA-Authorized Programs 

 Subterranean Termite Treatment  

 Structural Rodent Control 

 

* Some conditions still apply to all these 



Exempt uses – No buffer imposed 
 

 use in cattle ear tags 
 indoor uses 
 homeowner applications to household 

potted plants 
 use of the pesticides in flea and tick 

collars for dogs and cats 
 tree injection applications ** 

 
 

 **however, the buffers described in the SFB interactive map 
relative to the Valley elderberry longhorn beetle continue to 
apply if injecting acephate, aldicarb, azinphos methyl, 
carbofuran, chlorpyrifos, endosulfan or phorate into elderberry 
trees.  



Court Order Terminating Events 

 As EPA goes through formal consultation 
with USFWS on each of the 75 active 
ingredients, and USFWS issues a Biological 
Opinion (B.O.); they in turn will be removed 
from the list. 

 However, if  USFWS finds jeopardy, the B.O. 
must include Reasonable and Prudent 
Alternatives (RPAs) or Reasonable and 
Prudent Measures (RPMs) to protect species 
affected.  



Enforcement 

•  FIFRA is not a mechanism to enforce this 
injunction, nor is it enforced by California state 
and local government through pesticide 
regulations or permit conditions. 
 
•  It can only be enforced through citizen law 
suits. 



EPA’s Interactive Maps can be accessed at: 
http://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/san-francisco-bay-area-

map-tool-identify-interim-pesticide-use-limitations 



EPA’s Injunction Maps – Contain Sections from California Dept. of 
Fish & Wildlife plus Critical Habitat from US Fish & Wildlife Service 



EPA’s Injunction Maps – Aerial Photography View Option 



Always zoom in for habitat near your area of application   



Buffers Only Apply to Habitat Included - where?  



Habitat delimited under this injunction: sections 

PLSNET: Public Land Survey coverage used by CDPR’s databases appended by 
Meridian, Township, Range and Section  



…and also included Critical Habitat designated 
by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Critical Habitat is defined as: 
 

(1) specific areas within the geographical area 
occupied by the species when it was listed, if they 
contain physical or biological features essential to its 
conservation, and those features may require special 
management considerations or protection; and 
 
(2) Specific areas outside the geographical area 
occupied by the species if the agency determines that 
the area  itself is essential for conservation 
 



What are those “habitat squares”? 



Endangered Species Habitat Conversion 
to Township/Range/Section 

Creek 
Street 

Road 



Endangered Species Habitat Conversion 
to Township/Range/Section 

 Add endangered species location polygons from Rare 
Find program (CDFG Natural Diversity Data Base) 



Endangered Species Habitat 
Conversion to Township/Range/Section 

Overlay NDDB Data with the California Public Land 
Survey System (PLSS) grid. 



Endangered Species Habitat 
Conversion to Township/Range/Section 

 A species’ habitat is included in a section if contained 
entirely or in part within that section.   



Endangered Species Habitat 
Conversion to Township/Range/Section 

 The corresponding T/R/S coordinates are appended 
to each species’ section list. These are “habitat 
sections” included. 

11N12E21 11N12E22 11N12E23 

11N12E25 

11N12E26 11N12E27 



Habitat sections as displayed in a printable EPA map 



  For additional information, view presentation: Habitats 

Included in the San Francisco Bay Area Injunction 


