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Miarch 8, 2007
Ms. Pam Wofford
of Pesticide Regulation
1001 I Street, P.O. Box 4015
Sacramento, CA 95812
CC: Mary-Amn Warmmerdam, Director

Be: Request for improved water quality testing in the Parlicr ET Pilot Project
Dear Ms. Wofford:

On behalf of the Community Wiater Center, Californians for Pesticide Reform, Lating
Issues Foram, Center on Race, Poverty & the Eavironment, Clean Water Action, the
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, and El Comite para ol Bienestar de Earlimart,
. we respectfully request that the Parlier Environmentsl Justice Pilot Project include further
and more comprebensive water quality testing to ensure that the study adequately
characterizes and evaluates exposure to pesticides in water, as well as overall cumulative

pesticide exposure.

The Depariment of Pesticide Regulntion (DPR)"s Environmental Justice Pilot Project in
Parlier was designed to answer three primary questions:

* Are residents of Parlier exposed to pesticides,

« If 50, which pesticides and in what amounts, and

* Do measured levels exceed levels of concemn to human health,
particularly children.'

The current project fails to achieve its purpose by not including adequate monitoring and
analysis of pesticides in water. While the project currently focuses on sir samples,
monitoring of pesticides in water is necessary to identify the pesticides that Parlier
; - - residents are exposad 1o, the level of pesticide exposure, and the cumulative level of
« ‘exposures through different media, such as air and water.
Currently the project is supposad to include “ground water samplés from the five
municipal wells that supply drinking water for the city of Parlier.™ Specifically, the plan




states that “the samiples will be collected once or twice during the 52-week
study. They will be analyzed for ilptﬂkldﬂlnd hﬂkdﬂﬁrupmdudnlhl.lhwhm
found in groundwater elsewhere in California.™

Both the first and sscond Progress Reports issued on the results stated the following as
the entirety of the pesticide water monitoring information and analysis,

Pesticide Water Monitoring - Three municipal wells currently
provide all of the drinking water for Parlier. DPR.'s samples from
these wells contained no detectable concentrations of eight
pesticides and four breakdown products found in ground water in
other wreas (atrazine, bromacil, diuron, hexazinone, metribuzin,
norflurazon, prometon, simazine, desmethy] norflurneon, desthyl
atrazine, deisopropyl strazine, and diamino chlorotriazine),’

The pesticide in water monitoring portion of this study is inadequate because it fafls 1o
monitor for all pesticides applied in the area that have been identified as potentinl
mmd-mmmﬂmu.ndmnﬁu;mumph a sufficient number and type of

The eight pesticides and four breakdown products which were tested for are far fewer
than the total number of pesticide compounds that may be present in lo¢al groundwater.
As the DPR."s own annual well inventories prove year after year, many of the pesticides
listed on the list of potentinl groundwater contaminants often are found by DPR itself in
drinking water wells sampled in Fresno and Tulare Counties.” Therefire, the current
monitoring list is drastically insdequnte to identify potential pesticide exposure in water,

The project should, instead include testing for all pesticides that have been identified ns
polentinl groundwater contaminants in the California Code of Regulations Section
8$600(b), which have ever boen applied in the arca. ‘We have attnched to this lefter as
“Appendix A" a list of those pesticides that have been applied in Fresno County in 2005
alone that have been identified as potential groundwater conteminants. In addition, the

Department of Pesticide Regulation should identify and test for any other patential

groundwater contaminants that have been applied at dny time in the past, as they may
only now be reaching groundwater that is used as a source of Parlier’s drinking water.




The DPR shoukd monitor all public drinking water wells that may supply water 1o
community residents, as well as solicit volunteers from those residents with private
drinking water wells in the community. Standby public wells are often used in
emergencies and are an important variable to consider for resident pesticide exposure.
Additionally, private wells, which are used by some residents of the community often
dranw from shallower aquifers that may have higher levels of pesticides. All these wells
should be tested and the results provided to the public as part of the Pilot Project’s

Conclusion

The DFR has one pilot project in which it is supposed to study the direct and cumulative
levels of exposure for residents of the pesticides it regulates, Unfortunately, the study has
almost entirely focused on pir contamination thus far, Currently the Parlier Pilot Project
only sampled for eight pesticides and four breakdown products in Parfier's public wells,
Thﬂmﬂnldm:tlmmdmamphnarmnllpﬂﬂﬂdumﬂﬂmd:mdm
are listed as potential groundwater contaminants, and should sample additional drinking
water wells in the community,

Thank vou for your consideration of these roquests. We look forward o working with
DPR to ensure that all communities are profected from pesticide contamination of our
precious drinking water sources and that the DPRs EJ Pilot Project effectively achicves
its goals of evaluating pesticide exposure. Should you have any questions regarding this
mﬂ,mmml@ﬁmm{iﬂ}?ﬂ-ﬁl?w
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Chione Flegal & Stephanie Camaonoda
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Gustavo Aguirme
Center on Race Poverty & the Environment



Andria YVentirn
Clean Water Action

Amy Vanderwalker
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water
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Appendix A

Potential Groundwater Contaminants

The following are pesticides applied in Fresno County in 2005 Ilmmwhmhhnw
b::udmﬂ:dummlmndmmlmuubytﬂﬂm These are all
currently unregulsted and should be tested for in the dnnking water wells in the Parlier-
area as part of the Environmental Justice Pilot Project in that community.
Acephate
Acetamiprid

Acrolein

Alachlor (The US EFA has set a Muaximum Contaminant Level (MCL) for
Alachlor in public drinking water supplies at 0.002mg/L in 1991.)
Aldicarb

Azinphos-Methv]

Azsxysirobin
Bensulfaron Methvl
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14
15. Carbofurag (The CA DHS has set a MCL for Carbofuran in pubiic drinking
water supplies af 0.018mg/L m 1990.)

16, Chloropicria

17. Chlorothalivnil

18, Chiorsulfuren

19, Clethodim

20, Cyeloate

21.

22, 2, 4-D (The US EPA set a MCL for 2, 4-D in public drinking water supplies at
0.07mgL as of 1991.)

23. L. 4-D, Butoxvethanol Ester

* Potential Groundwater Comtamimants & delihed in Section SE00(b) of the Califoenka Code of
Regulsiiops



33, Dicloran
34 Difi:

35. Dimethoate

36. Dimethomerph

37. Diguat Dibromide (The US EPA has set a MCL for Diquat in public drinking
water supplies af 0.02mg/L in 1992.)

3%. Disulfoton

39. Dithiopyr

40, Emamectin Henroate

41. EFTC

42, Ethofumesate

43, Fenamiphos

44. Fenarimal

45. Fenhexamid

46. Fipronil

47. Fludioxonil

48 Flaiolanil

49. Formetanate Hydrochloride

30. Fosetvi-Al

51. Glusosinate- Ammonium

32. Glvphosate, Isopropyiamine Salt (The CA DHS has set a MCL for Glyphosate
for public drinking water supplies af 0.7Tmy/L in 1990.)

53, Hexazinone

54, Imaromox, Ammonium Salt

35, Imazethapyr

56, Imid

57. Iprodione

8, lsoxaben

59, Kresoxim-Methy]

60, Linuron

61. Malathion

6.

63. MCTE

4. MCFP, Dimethvlamine Salt
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68. Metalaxvl

9. Metaldelvde

T0. Methamidophos

71. Methidathion

71. Methomyl

73. Methoxvienozide

74. Methy] Parathion

75. B-Metolachlor

6. Metribugin




T7. Molinate (The CA DHS set the MCL for Malinate ot 0.02mg/L. for public
drinking water supplies in 1989.)

107, Thismethoxam

108.

109, Thiobenearh (The CA DHS set a MCL for Thiobencarb in public drinking
waler supplies of 0.07mg/L end a secondary MCL of 0.001mg/L in 1989.)

110. Thipphanate-Methvl

111, Tradimefon

112. Triclopvr Butoxvethvl Ester
113, Triclopyr, Tricthviamine Salt
114, Triflumizole

115. Trifl f-

L16. Vinclogolin



