
 

 

   

 

    
    

    
   

     
    

     
     

   
   

 

   
   

    
   

   

     
    

    
      

     
       

 
  

      
     

    
       

     
       

   
 

     
      

   
     

July 29, 2015 

Recommendations to Department of Pesticide Regulations 

Our children are our county’s most precious human resource.  Agriculture is arguably our county’s most 
valuable business and security resource.  Ventura County Public Health treasures them both.  Farmers 
hold the potential to harm the health of our children and others by using what they consider to be a 
necessary tool ‒ pesticides.  Short sighted decisions by policy makers have threatened the success of our 
farmers and the health of our children by putting the latter in harm’s way by allowing schools to be built 
next to farms.  In order to secure the well-being of our children and the success of our farmers, we will 
all have to be willing to compromise, to question assumptions and to try new approaches. All of this is 
predicated on the fact that activists, farmworkers and students can accept that conditions can be 
created which will be safe for them, and that farmers can accept that applying available research and 
doing more extensive research on the health effects of pesticide use will be helpful in shaping their 
pesticide use decisions. 

Some loss of faith has developed in the minds of members of the public that following labels, signage 
and regulations is an absolute protection from pesticide exposure. Too often they have been told that 
“fifteen years ago we thought we were doing the right thing but now we have learned more.  Things are 
safer now.”  The public does not want to hear the same thing fifteen years from now. 

As a starting point, Ventura County Public Health recommends the following: 

•	 One-quarter mile buffer zone for restricted pesticides around schools, preschools, day cares and 
multi-unit housing at all times (whether school, etc., is in session or not).  

•	 One-half mile buffer zone (an additional quarter mile) for restricted pesticides for schools, 
preschools and day cares when in session or facilities being used. The method of application 
may be taken into consideration here (e.g., drip versus aerial versus fumigation). Schools will 
block out an adequate number of weekends when they will not allow activities on campus so 
that farmers may apply pesticides.  It must be acknowledged that there is no substitute for 
positive and open relations between neighboring farmers and school authorities. 

•	 An Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Advocate position could be funded by County or State 
funds to reside in the County Agriculture Commissioner’s office. The IPM Advocate will work 
with farmers affected by their proximity to schools with the goal of utilizing IPM techniques to 
minimize or eradicate entirely the use of potentially toxic pesticides near schools.  The IPM 
Advocate will also have the right to review pest management practices with all farmers 
throughout the county more distant from schools to suggest and encourage but not direct safer 
pest management techniques.  The IPM advocate will serve at the pleasure of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

•	 Ventura County will inform universities (e.g., U.C. Davis, Cal-Poly) and State agencies 
(Environmental Health Branch) that we are willing to collaborate with them to perform such 
activities as monitoring school grounds for pesticide residues; perform bio-monitoring studies 
(urine, blood, etc.) on volunteer students, school employees, farmworkers and their families, 



    
      

      
      

 
       

   
         
      

  
     

   
   

 
  

 

 

       
  

   
           

  
    

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 
 

 

farmers’ children and others as indicated; review more textured (detailed) data from the 
Ventura County Agriculture Commissioner’s office; and develop ways to monitor students and 
school employees to see if health problems may be related to possible pesticide exposure. 

•	 Re-consider safety of current farmworker field re-entry guidelines and consider further delay of 
farmworker re-entry into fields following pesticide application. 

•	 Establish daily and 4 week regulatory targets for 1,3-D, yearly regulatory targets for methyl 
bromide and 4 week and yearly regulatory targets for chloropicrin. 

•	 Simplify the language in DPR reports and warnings. 
•	 Create 1 day, 1 week, 1 year and lifetime values for all screening levels and regulatory targets 

for 1,3-D, methyl bromide and chloropicrin. 
•	 Pregnant farm working women should be given other jobs where there is no exposure to 

pesticides or time off with the guaranteed right of return. 
•	 No more schools or playgrounds should be allowed to be located at the Agriculture-Public 

interface. 
•	 There should be more, better and bilingual educational materials for farmworkers and their 

families. 

Within Ventura County, we propose that: 

•	 A collaborative process will be convened by the Department of Public Health or some other 
impartial entity involving well-intentioned interested parties to agree by consensus, if possible, 
on recommendations for the mutual benefit of those at the agriculture-resident interface to be 
implemented by the County Agriculture Commissioner, the Superintendent of Schools and 
perhaps those entrusted to determine land use in the county. 

•	 A Hot Tips be sent to all health care providers in the County stressing the importance of 
considering the possibility of the role pesticides may be playing in their patients’ symptoms and 
of reporting pesticide exposures to the Agriculture Commissioner’s Office. 

For questions, please call Robert M. Levin, MD, Health Officer, Ventura County at 805 981-5101. 

MyDocuments/Department of Pesticide Regulations 
RML 



 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

   
  

     
   

    
     

  
     

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

July 31, 2015 

Mr. George Farnsworth 
State of California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Enforcement Branch Chief 
PO Box 4015, Sacramento, CA 95812-0415 

Dear Mr. Farnsworth: 

Bakersfield City School District appreciates that the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is seeking 
input from the local community as it drafts new regulations related to pesticide use near schools. The 
safety of students is of paramount importance to our District. We welcome DPR’s efforts to enhance the 
current regulations to develop regulations that are effective and reasonable. The District strongly 
supports buffer zones around schools and prohibitions on spraying pesticides in close proximity to our 
campuses during times when students are present at school. Thank you for allowing us and other school 
districts to provide comments regarding this important issue. We look forward to reviewing the 
proposed regulations once they are made public. 

Sincerely, 

Steve McClain 
Chief Business Official 
Bakersfield City School District 



 
 

    
     

  

            
             

         
          

            
          

              
   

 

 

 

 

 

From: Deborah Bowers 
To: Segawa, Randy@CDPR 
Subject: Re: Pesticides and schools meeting 
Date: Monday, May 04, 2015 2:51:33 PM 

Dear Mr. Segawa: 

I appreciate receiving the invitation to the meetings, but I shall be unable 
to attend. I would like to take this opportunity to voice an opinion. While 
schools are very careful about pesticide regulations and notifications of 
use, schools cannot be held responsible for pesticide use or notification of 
use on properties adjacent to schools. For example, if a farmer is spraying 
crops in fields near a school, dissemination of relevant information should 
not fall to the school district. We should not be expected to serve as the 
voice of local agriculture. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah Bowers 

On Mon, May 4, 2015 at 7:08 AM, Segawa, Randy@CDPR 
<Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov> wrote: 

To: School District Superintendents—Monterey, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, 
Santa Cruz, and Ventura Counties 

In California, the regulation of pesticides to protect human health and the 
environment is the joint responsibility of the Department of Pesticide Regulation 
(DPR) and the state’s county agricultural commissioners. Concerns have been 
expressed about the agricultural use of pesticides near schools and DPR intends to 
discuss these concerns at several workshops throughout the state. DPR’s goal for 
the workshops is to gather input from stakeholders as it determines what 
measures are appropriate to enhance protection of California’s schoolchildren. 

Separate from the public workshops, DPR’s Director invites you or your designee 
to participate in meetings with DPR staff so we can get input specifically from 
school administrators, including superintendents. The meetings will take place on 
June 2, 2015, in Salinas, and June 3, 2015, in Ventura. Both meetings will have 
the same discussion, and you’re welcome to attend either one. See the attached 
letter from DPR’s Director for more details. 

Randy Segawa 

mailto:deborahbowers@atasusd.org
mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov
mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov
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Special Advisor 

Pesticide Programs Division 

California Department of Pesticide Regulation 

PO Box 4015 

Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 

Phone: 916-324-4137 

Fax: 916-324-1452 

Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov 

Deborah Bowers, Ed.D., Superintendent 
Atascadero Unified School District 
5601 West Mall 
Atascadero, CA 93422 
(805) 462-4217 

Effective teaching and learning for every student in every class every day. 

tel:916-324-4137
tel:916-324-1452
mailto:Randy.Segawa@cdpr.ca.gov



