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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, February 14, 2012 
10:00-12:00 

CalEPA Building 
Sierra Hearing Room 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: (10) Ronald Berg- Pest Control Dealers, Mary Louise Flint-UC IPM, Glen Foth- Commercial 
Applicator Certificate Holders, James Farrar- California State University System, Scott Hudson- County Agricultural 

Commissioner Association, Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Kenneth Oneto- Producers, 
Timothy Smith- Board of Governors of the California Community College System, Wayne J. Steele- Registrants, and 
Dan Gudgel- Pest Control Aircraft Pilots (Alternate) 

Department Staff: (8) Nan Gorder- Chair of Committee, Tom Babb, Laurie Brajkovich, Lisa Estridge, David Duncan, 
Marshall Lee, Cynthia Ray, Randy Segawa 

Guests: (7) Judy Letterman- Pesticide Applicators Professional Association (PAPA), Joyce Basan- California Association of 

Pest Control Advisors (CAPCA), Terry Gage- California Agricultural Aircraft Association (CAAA), Bill Gillespie- Resource 

Endeavors, Dave Lawson- Lawson &  Associates (LAA), Phil Mullins- Crop Production Services (CPS), Terry Stark- CAPCA 

Members Absent: (3) Ken Nichols- Pest Control Businesses, Matt Scally- Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners, Vacant- 

General Public Member 
 
I.   Introduction and Administrative Topics  
A. Time and Room Changes- David Duncan 

This year’s APCAC meetings are scheduled to take place between 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The remaining 
meeting dates and locations are as follows: 
- May 15, 2012-  Sierra Hearing Room, 2nd floor 
- August 14, 2012- Conference room 230, 2nd floor 
- November 13, 2012- Conference room 230, 2nd floor 
The meeting schedule currently on DPR’s website will be updated to reflect the time and room changes for 
the remaining 2012 APCAC meetings. 
        

B. Review and Approval of November 17, 2011 Minutes- Nan Gorder 
The minutes from the November 17, 2011 APCAC meeting were reviewed and approved as written.  
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II. Announcements  
A. DPR Organizational Changes- David Duncan 

On February 1, 2012 changes to the department’s management team became effective.  The new Branch 
Chiefs of the respective branches are: David Duncan- Environmental Monitoring, Nan Gorder- Pest 
Management & Licensing, George Farnsworth- Enforcement, and John Sanders- Worker Health & Safety. 
In addition, Tom Babb is the new Environmental Program Manager I overseeing Licensing and Program 
Implementation in the Pest Management and Licensing (PML) Branch; he takes Margie Read’s position, 
who retired in December.  
 

B. Introduction of Nan Gorder- New PML Branch Chief  
Nan Gorder has a B.S. and M.S. in entomology from the Iowa State University and a doctorate in 
entomology from University of California, Berkeley. She began with DPR in 1990 and has been in 
management since 1999. Returning to the Pest Management & Licensing Branch after 4.5 years as the 
Branch Chief of the Enforcement Branch, Nan is very excited to begin working on long term and short 
term PML projects. She is looking forward to working with various stakeholders and other focus groups for 
input in all PML projects.  
 

C. Appointment of DPR Director- Nan Gorder 
Gov. Jerry Brown appointed Brian Leahy of Sacramento as the new Director of DPR. Mr. Leahy served as 

assistant director for the California Department of Conservation since 2006. He was a partner at 
EcoFacilitation in the Netherlands in 2006, and served as executive director for the California Association 
of Resource Conservation Districts from 2004 to 2006. He was executive director at the California Certified 

Organic Farmers from 2000 to 2004. Mr. Leahy also was owner and operator of Cherokee Ranch Inc. from 

1980 to 2003 as well as a farm operator for Ackerlund Farm Incorporated from 1992 to 1993. Mr. Leahy 

earned a Juris Doctorate from Creighton University School of Law. 

 
D. General Public Member- David Duncan 

APCAC’s General Public Member, Francisca Johnson, is no longer able to continue as committee member. 
To nominate a new general public member, APCAC members should submit written nominations to Nan 
Gorder.  

 
III. Licensing Update - Cynthia Ray, Licensing Program Supervisor (DPR) 
A. Statistics on 2011 Renewal Season 

Current numbers for renewals: 
Individuals- 100% returned, 85% processed  
Businesses- 100% returned, 99% processed 

These numbers are comparable to previous years.  
 
The most common problem seen during the 2011 renewal season related to records of attendance for 
continuing education (CE) courses.  
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B. 2012 Exam schedule 

The 2012 exam schedule is now posted to DPR’s website, 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/exam_sched.pdf. As requested by the CACs, the southern area testing 
sites have been expanded to include Temecula, Oxnard, and Arcadia. The first exam which took place 
February 6-10, 2012 in Sacramento had a very good turnout. Originally, exams were scheduled for 
February 7-9, but because of high demand, exams were also held on Monday and Friday.   

 
IV. PI Subcommittee Update – Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 
On January 11, 2012 the Performance Indicators (PI) subcommittee, which previously made recommendations 
for online and correspondence style courses, discussed aspects of classroom style continuing education (CE) 
courses. The PI subcommittee brought forth two recommendations for the APCAC: 

 
1. Quizzes given during classroom style courses should receive CE credit. 

Currently, quizzes are a part of the curricula for online/correspondence courses and therefore receive CE credit; 
in contrast classroom courses do not receive CE credit for quizzes. The PI subcommittee recommends that 
quizzes be accredited CE hours. In addition, sponsors should review the quiz (verbal or written) to reinforce 
what was learned during the course. Offering quizzes in classroom courses is optional. For shorter courses (up 
to 4 hours) a maximum of 15 minutes of credit could be given. For longer courses (greater than 6 hours) a 
maximum of 30 minutes of credit could be given. Glen Foth moved to approve the following recommendation: 
 

“The Agricultural Pest Control Advisory Committee recommends that quizzes offered in classroom style 
courses receive CE credit so that shorter courses (up to 4 hours) can receive a maximum of 15 minutes 
of CE credit and longer courses (greater than 6 hours) can receive a maximum of 30 minutes of CE 
credit.” 

 
Ronald Berg seconded the motion. The entire committee passed the motion. 
 

2.  Learning objectives should be submitted in addition to the CE course application and agenda. 
The PI subcommittee discussed ways to improve the quality of CE courses. One suggestion was to require 
learning objectives for each course and/or presentation. The learning objectives would include 2-3 sentences 
detailing the learning goals of each course/presentation and would be submitted with the course application. 
Learning objectives could improve CE course quality by reducing overlap between speakers and helping them 
focus their presentations for the intended audience. In addition, they would provide more details regarding the 
content of the course. Mary Louise Flint has some examples of learning objectives. The committee did not 
review the examples because members wanted to compare them to examples of current applications. This 
would give the committee an idea of how the CE application process would change if learning objectives were 
required. Mary Louise Flint and Laurie Brajkovich will put together some comparisons for the committee to 
review. It was suggested this topic be further discussed and the recommendation be discussed during the next 
APCAC meeting. 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/exam_sched.pdf
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V. Updates on the proposed regulations for non-fumigant VOC pesticides - Randy Segawa, 
Environmental Monitoring Air Program Supervisor (DPR) 
DPR is required by the State Implementation Plan (SIP) to track and reduce VOC (volatile organic compound) 
emissions from pesticides by 2014 to reach air quality standards for ozone set forth in the Clean Air Act. 
Regulations implemented in 2008 targeted VOC emissions from fumigants by requiring low emission methods 
during the peak ozone season. As a result emissions were greatly reduced.  
 
Currently, DPR is drafting regulations to address VOC emissions from non-fumigant pesticides used in the San 
Joaquin Valley.  The proposed regulations include sales and use restrictions of the major non-fumigant VOC 
contributors, which include emulsifiable concentrate products containing abamectin, chlorpyrifos, gibberellins, 
and oxyfluorfen. These active ingredients (AIs) are consistently among the highest pesticide VOC contributors, 
and for each AI there are at least two low-VOC products available. The proposed regulations would provide an 
emission potential (EP) threshold for each of the four AIs to differentiate between low- and high-VOC 
products. The proposed regulations include sales and use restrictions for high-VOC products, but not for low-
VOC products.  
 
At this time, the proposed regulations include the following requirements: 

DPR requirements  
- Determine criteria for triggering non-fumigant prohibitions in the San Joaquin Valley. 
- Create VOC EP thresholds for products that fall under prohibition. 
- From annual pesticide use report (PUR): establish high-VOC prohibitions and make and keep current 

a list of high- and low-VOC products. 
PCA requirements 
- Determine if DPR has triggered use prohibitions for high-VOC products. 
- If triggered, high-VOC applications that meet certain criteria are prohibited and cannot be 

recommended for use in the San Joaquin Valley. (There are exceptions.) 
- Retain recommendations for high-VOC products for at least two years. 
Dealer requirements 
- Provide specific information to purchasers of high-VOC products (from DPR list) being sold in the 

San Joaquin Valley.  
- Requirement of property operator to obtain a written recommendation from a licensed PCA prior to 

use. (This is required at all times, even if use prohibitions have not been triggered.) 
- Must indicate on the invoice that the information was provided. 

 
DPR will use PUR data from the previous year to determine if a prohibition on non-fumigant use is necessary 
for the upcoming year. This data is usually released the following March. For example, the 2011 PUR data, 
which is released March 2013, will determine whether a use prohibition will occur during May - October 2013. 
Draft PUR data, available in October/November, usually provides an indication of the final draft data, which 
will help the retail markets to react ahead of time. In addition, because VOC regulations have been in the works 
for many years, more low-VOC products are becoming available.  
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DPR chose to involve the dealers and PCAs in these proposed regulations due to their pre-use interactions with 
the growers. The County Agricultural Commissioner’s offices will be involved as outreach and enforcement 
entities. DPR plans to notice proposed regulations for public comment in April 2012 and adopt final regulations 
by April 2013. 
 
VI. UC IPM Update - Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 
A. Publications 

The UC IPM 2011 Annual Report is now available online through the UC IPM website at: 
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/highlights/. The report highlights the accomplishments and activities that UC 
IPM achieved in 2011. 
 
Updates to the Pesticide Application Compendium: Volume 1, The Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides, 2

nd
 

edition will be updated to address any issues and inadequacies that have arisen since the 2000 edition was 
published. It is expected to take at least 18 months before the final product is released. This publication is 
listed as a reference material for the Laws and Regulations exam; therefore, the exam will have to be 
reviewed so that it remains accurate. The updates to Volume 4, Forest and Right-of-Way Pest Control have 
been completed. 

 
B. Newly filled and Open Positions  

In January and February Lisa Blecker, recently hired as the Pesticide Safety and Education Program 
Coordinator, taught six Train-the-Trainer workshops. After completing a workshop, an attendee becomes 
certified to provide pesticide safety training to fieldworkers and pesticide handlers. The trainings were held 
in Ventura (2), Napa, Modesto, Bakersfield, and Santa Rosa. Five of the six workshops were held in 
Spanish.  
 
Andrew Sutherland has been hired as the IPM Advisor to the San Francisco Bay Area. He will begin April 
1, 2012 and will focus on urban IPM issues.  

 
UC IPM is currently advertising for an IPM Entomology Farm Advisor for the area including Monterey, 
Santa Cruz, and San Benito counties. The entomological focus of the position will be on agricultural crops, 
such as berries and vegetables.  

 
VII. Pest Management Alliance Grants - Marshall Lee, Pest Management Analysis and Planning 
Program Manager (DPR) 
DPR’s Pest Management Alliance Grant Program funds projects that promote the adoption and implementation 
of IPM practices that reduce risks to human health and the environment.  A key component of these projects is 
the Alliance, a collaborative team composed of various pest management personnel. Projects may focus on a 
variety of topics; however, each project should be applicable in various situations and locations. The program 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/highlights/
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was established in 1997, but was suspended in 2003. It was reinstated in 2007 and during the five grant cycles 
since then, 13 projects have been funded with over $2.3 million.  
 
Similar to previous years, the 2012/2013 application process consists of two steps: 1. Concept submission and 
2. Proposal submission. Thirty three page concepts were submitted by the February 6 deadline, which DPR 
staff are currently reviewing. Of the concepts submitted, 15 were agricultural-related, 14 were urban related, 
and 1 addressed both agricultural and urban issues. Sponsors of the best ranked concepts will be asked to 
submit full proposals, which expand on the concept to provide a detailed scope of work, by April 5. DPR’s 
review criteria includes: addressing DPR priorities, comprising a well-rounded alliance team, having strong 
outreach strategies, requiring little to no research, and including measures of success. DPR’s Pest Management 
Advisory Committee will meet on May 10 to recommend finalists.  For the 2012/2013 solicitation period, 
$400,000 will be available for Alliance Grant projects.  The maximum funding for any one project has been 
increased to $400,000. 
 
A research grant program has been proposed to fund effective-reduced risk pest management practices, with 
the initial focus on alternatives to fumigation.  The program, which would provide $500,000 annually, is 
currently included in the Governor’s proposed 2012/13 budget. 
 
For more information regarding the application and selection process and to view previous grant recipients see 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/dprgrants.htm, or contact Marshall Lee at mlee@cdpr.ca.gov or 916-324-4269. 
 
VIII. Next agenda - Dates and Topics 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, May 15, 2012 
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 
Location: Sierra Hearing Room, 2nd floor of the Cal EPA building. 
 
Possible topics may include: 
- Revisit the PI subcommittee recommendation of requesting learning objectives for CE courses. 
- Priorities and plans of DPR’s newly appointed Director, Brian Leahy. 

 
Questions about this agenda should be directed to Nan Gorder at (916) 324-4265or ngorder@cdpr.ca.gov.    
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