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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL  

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, May 15, 2012 

10:00-12:00 

CalEPA Building 

Sierra Hearing Room 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: (11) Ronald Berg- Pesticide Dealers, Michael Erisey- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers 

(alternate), Mary Louise Flint- The University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, James 

Farrar- Board of Trustees of the California State University System,  Glen Foth-  Commercial Applicator Certificate 

Holders, Dan Gudgel- Pest Control Aircraft Pilots(alternate), Scott Hudson- California Agricultural Commissioners 

And Sealers Association, Ken Nichols- Agricultural Pest Control Businesses, Kenneth Oneto- Producers, Timothy 

Smith - Board of Governors of the California Community College System, and Wayne J. Steele- Registrants 

Department Staff: (9) Nan Gorder- Chair of Committee, Brian Leahy- Director, Tom Babb, Laurie Brajkovich, Lea 

Brooks, Lisa Estridge, Rayven Jenkins, Marshall Lee, and Cynthia Ray 

Guests: (8) Joyce Basan- California Association of Pest Control Advisors, Terry Gage- California Agricultural Aircraft 

Association, Bill Gillespie- Resource Endeavors, Dave Lawson- Lawson &  Associates, Judy Letterman- Pesticide 

Applicators Professional Association , Phil Mullins- Crop Production Services, Claudia Reid- California Strawberry 
Commission, Terry Stark- California Association of Pest Control Advisors 

Members Absent: (2) Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Matt Scally- Pest Control Maintenance 
Gardeners 

 

Vacant: (1) General Public Member 
 

 

I. Introduction and Administrative Topics  

 

A. General Public Member Nominations- Nan Gorder 

Currently, the APCAC General Public Member position is vacant. To nominate a new general public 

member, please submit written nominations to Nan Gorder.  

     

B. Review and Approval of February 14, 2012 Minutes- Nan Gorder 

The minutes from the February 14, 2012 APCAC meeting were reviewed and approved as written.  
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II. Regulatory Update 

 

A. Rulemaking Packages- Tom Babb 

1. DPR has started working on a 2012 CE rulemaking package, which will include “clean up” language 

for the already existing regulations and the CE Manual. Working with the APCAC Performance 

Indicators (PI) subcommittee, DPR will evaluate the CE Manual in order to determine which standards 

should be included in the regulation package and which guidelines will remain in the CE Manual as 

guidance. DPR will have draft regulation language ready for discussion during the next APCAC 

meeting on August 14, 2012. The tentative timeline for this rulemaking package includes:  

- November 6, 2012- Notice with OAL 

- November 16, 2012- Published by OAL 

- Followed by a 45-day comment period 

- DPR must finalize the regulations within one year of the notice 

- November 2013- expected effective date 

 

2. DPR will soon begin working on a rulemaking package for online renewals. The timeline will be 

similar to that for the CE rulemaking package, except that the Notice with OAL is tentatively set for 

July 2013. The effective date for these regulations would be July 2014. 

 

B. Rodenticide Update- Tom Babb 

In April 2010 US EPA announced expanded use restrictions for aluminum and magnesium phosphide 

products as a result of a misuse in Utah, which resulted in the deaths of two young girls. This led to label 

amendments to preclude use within 100 feet of occupied buildings. The new restriction created issues for 

users in California and elsewhere. The State FIFRA Issues Research and Evaluation Group (SFIREG) 

submitted a letter to US EPA requesting changes in the new label restrictions. US EPA has taken the letter 

under consideration, but no changes have been made yet. 

 

C. 2012 License Renewals- Tom Babb 

For the 2012 license renewal season, DPR will not require licensees to submit CE course records of 

attendance to complete the standard renewal process. However, licensees are still required to maintain these 

records for three years. 

 

D. Soil Fumigant Label Changes- Laurie Brajkovich 

In 2010 US EPA initiated new safety requirements for soil fumigants through label changes.  Examples of 
these label changes include buffer zone requirements and safety training developed by pesticide registrants. 
DPR has already created and posted to the Web site an addendum to the category O study guide 
(www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/pubs/fieldfum_studyguide_addendum.pdf) and incorporated the new 
requirements into the exam. Because DPR’s program already includes elements of the new label 
requirements, a request was submitted to US EPA that would exempt DPR license and certificate holders 
from taking the additional training. DPR’s plan is to send the addendum to the study guide with USEPA 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/pubs/fieldfum_studyguide_addendum.pdf
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factsheets about the label changes to each category O license holder with a postcard they would need to 
sign and return to verify that they are informed of the new requirements.  

 

 
III. Licensing Update - Cynthia Ray, Licensing Program Supervisor (DPR) 

 

A. Statistics for 2011 Renewal Season 

Current numbers for renewals: 

Individuals- 100% returned, 95% processed  

These numbers are comparable to previous years.  

 

B. 2012 Renewal Period 

DPR may send out 2012 renewal packets in July 2012. The 2011 renewal packets were sent out in August 

2011 and, compared with earlier years, resulted in renewals being returned and processed earlier. By 

mailing renewal packets in July, the goal is to make the renewed licenses available as quickly as possible. It 

is requested that industry representatives make licensees aware of the fact the address changes must come 

directly from the licensee. This will help expedite the renewal process because address changes tend to 

slow down the process. 

 

C. Change in 2012 Exam Schedule 

The 2012 exams that were previously scheduled to take place in October in Arcadia have been cancelled. 

These exams will now take place in Long Beach on October 10-11. The updated exam schedule can be 

found on DPR’s Web site at: www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/exam_sched.pdf.  

 

D. Licensing Staff Changes 

Due to licensees experiencing difficulty in reaching the correct program technician, a list has been created 

that includes the names of each technician, the program, and the corresponding alphabetical list of names 

with which they work. This list will be posted to the DPR Web site. 

 

Regina Maglia is now the point of contact for all Pesticide Control Advisors. Susan Hopkins is still the 

point of contact for Pest Control Aircraft Pilots. 

 

There is one vacancy still open within the QAL desk. 

 

 

IV. Performance Indicators (PI) Subcommittee Update – Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 

 

The APCAC PI Subcommittee is currently working on recommendations that will improve the consistency of 

the allocation of Continuing Education (CE) units. The PI subcommittee met on April 16, 2011 and discussed 

the following topics:  

 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/exam_sched.pdf
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A. Evaluations of Exhibits and Poster Sessions  

Currently, CE courses receive up to 30 minutes per day of CE credit with more time accredited based on a 

case by case basis. Based on input from the PI subcommittee, DPR will update the CE Manual to reflect 

that more than 30 minutes of credit may be given to sponsors when justified. 

 

B. Learning Objectives / Main Points 

Previously discussed during the February 14, 2012 APCAC meeting was the idea of requiring sponsors to 

provide learning objectives for CE courses. APCAC members decided to further discuss the topic after 

reviewing examples of learning objectives. Dr. Flint wrote examples of CE learning objectives, which were 

provided to the APCAC members. 

 

During the April 16, 2012 PI subcommittee meeting, members decided that it may be more appropriate to 

require sponsors to submit main points rather than learning objectives. The main difference between the 

two is that main points provide more of a summary of the CE course, whereas learning objectives provide 

the learning goals of a course. Main points may be more applicable to CE courses, since the speakers do not 

necessarily see the CE application submitted by the sponsor. By submitting main points, both the speaker 

and the sponsor will benefit.  

 

Dan Gudgel representing the Pest Control Aircraft Pilots (alternate), made a motion to include the submittal 

of main points and/or summaries with CE applications. The motion was approved.  

 

C. The CE Manual- Requirements vs. Guidelines 

The CE Manual is a guidance document for CE sponsors; it outlines both the requirements (regulations) 

and the recommended guidelines for CE courses. The purpose of the 2012 rulemaking package is to 

separate the standards (requirements that should be applied to all) from the guidelines (ideas where 

flexibility is essential). The standards will be included in the rulemaking package while the guidelines will 

remain as guidance only. Once the rulemaking package is finalized, the CE Manual will be updated to 

reflect the new regulatory requirements. Although the guidelines in the CE Manual are not required, the PI 

subcommittee has invested much time and effort into establishing guidance for CE sponsors. The goal 

being that sponsors will then use this guidance to provide quality CE courses to DPR licensees. 

 

 

V. Plans and Priorities of DPR’s Director - Brian Leahy, DPR Director  

 

Mr. Brian Leahy, DPR Director, addressed the group.  He spoke of the importance of economically viable 

agriculture to society. Brian has personally experienced the invaluable contributions from agriculture, 

including food for people, ground water recharge, recreation, wildlife enhancement and being a vital part of 

the ecosystem. 

 

DPR will approach all our challenges with the goal of making scientifically based decisions, focusing on 

human health and the environment, meeting the needs of society and maintaining economic vitality. Each 
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challenge provides DPR with a unique opportunity to work with and support stakeholders working towards 

the same goals. For example, DPR recently announced a research partnership with the California 

Strawberry Commission to look for alternatives to fumigant pesticides. Although fumigant pesticides have 

been an important tool, they have also been shown to be potential risks to human health and safety.   

 

One of the current challenges DPR is facing involves replacing old tools with new tools. Old tools are in 

need of replacement if they have been shown to be potential risks to human health and the environment, as 

in the case of fumigant pesticides. These new tools may come in the many different forms, such as new 

technology or pesticide use requirements. However, new requirements must be thoughtful and aim to 

prevent and solve current issues. 

 

There are many players involved in DPR’s forward movement, all of whom play important roles. 

Applicators provide practical field knowledge. Activists help DPR to push forward through thoughtful 

dialog. The questions raised by the media give DPR an opportunity to explain the complete picture, not just 

the consequences of using pesticides. Other agencies, such as CDFA, promote the use of advanced 

technology. All of this occurs as pressures from society increase. The agriculture urban interface is one 

example of an increasing societal pressure, where complications stem from a misunderstanding of a certain 

way of life.  

 

DPR strives to keep the economy strong while facing all of these challenges. DPR will continue to move 

forward with a submitted grant proposal that is part of the 2012-2013 budget. This competitive grant would 

provide $500,000 annually for research into managing pests while reducing use of high risk pesticides.  

 

 

VI. UC IPM Update - Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 

 

A. Publications 

Recently updated and now available is the book, Integrated Pest Management for Citrus (third edition). 

Find more information and order online at www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/ADS/manual_citrus.html.  

 

A new issue of UC IPM’s Green Bulletin is now available online at 

www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/greenbulletin/index.html. The Green Bulletin is a quarterly online bulletin that 

provides urban and structural pest management information for the pest management professional.  

 

UC IPM is currently working on updating Volume 1, The Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides, 2
nd

 edition. 

Updates will include new knowledge expectations and is expected to take approximately 1 year before the 

final product is released.  

 

The updates to Volume 4, Forest and Right-of-Way Pest Control are in the final stages. 

 

 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/ADS/manual_citrus.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/greenbulletin/index.html
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B. Newly Filled and Open Positions  

Andrew Sutherland recently joined UC IPM as the IPM Advisor to the San Francisco Bay Area. He is 

based in Alameda County and will focus on urban and landscape IPM issues.  

 

UC IPM is currently interviewing and accepting applications for an IPM Entomology Farm Advisor for the 

area including Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito counties. The entomological focus of the position 

will be on agricultural crops. 

 

Recent retirements have created many vacancies within the UC Extension system. The UC administration 

will be deciding which positions will remain (out of all vacancies). Positions will remain based on need and 

recommendations. All proposed positions will be posted to the UC website sometime in June or July. The 

public can then comment on the importance of keeping specific positions. Dr. Flint will email the APCAC 

once the positions are posted. 

 

 

VII.  Pest Management Alliance Grants - Marshall Lee, Pest Management Analysis and Planning 

Program Manager (DPR) 

 

At the February 14, 2012 APCAC meeting, an overview of the Pest Management Alliance Grant Program 

was provided. The involvement of an alliance, a collaborative team of pest management professionals, such 

as practitioners, advisors, applicators, and researchers, provides broad input and support to growers or 

urban pest managers participating in the project. The program was first established in 1997, but was 

suspended in 2003. The program was reinstated in 2007, and since then has granted close to $2.5 million to 

13 projects.  

 

This year $400,000 is available to fund up to three projects. 30 initial applications were received, then 

screened and scored by DPR. The top 10 (4 ag-related, 4 urban, 1 rights-of way, 1 invasive species) were 

then asked to submit detailed grant proposals. The Pest Management Advisory Committee (PMAC) met on 

May 10, 2012 to make funding recommendations. (For the 6 projects recommended by PMAC, see the 

handout provided by Mr. Lee.) These 6 projects will be closely scrutinized by the Alliance Grant Team and 

the DPR Director, Mr. Leahy. DPR will inform successful candidates by the end of June and grant-related 

work can begin after grant agreements are signed and the State’s 2012-2013 budget is in place.  

 

As previously mentioned by Mr. Leahy, a proposed Pest Management Research Grant Program is included 

in the 2012-2013 State budget. It would fund $500,000 annually for the development of reduced-risk pest 

management practices. This program would complement the Pest Management Alliance Grant Program in 

that the research grant would identify pest management issues and determine how to solve them and the 

alliance grant would then implement those findings in practical applications. 

 

For more information regarding the application and selection process and to view previous grant recipients 

see www.cdpr.ca.gov/dprgrants.htm, or contact Marshall Lee at mlee@cdpr.ca.gov or 916-324-4269. 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/dprgrants.htm
mailto:mlee@cdpr.ca.gov
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VII. Next Agenda - Dates and Topics 

 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, August 14, 2012 
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Location: Conference Room 230, 2

nd
 floor of the Cal EPA building. 

 

For consistency and ease of scheduling for most members, the APCAC agreed that future meeting dates 

will occur on the second Tuesday of February, May, July, and November. 

 

APCAC meetings are held between 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM. Future APCAC meetings dates and locations 

are as follows: 

- November 13, 2012- Conference room 230, 2
nd

 floor of the Cal EPA building 

- February 12, 2013- Location TBD 

- May 14, 2013- Location TBD 

 

Possible topics may include: 

- Discuss the draft CE regulations. 

- Follow up regarding home-use rodenticide products and the label changes that are supposed to occur. 

  

Questions about this agenda should be directed to Nan Gorder at (916) 324-4265or ngorder@cdpr.ca.gov.   
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