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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 
10:00-12:00 

CalEPA Building 
Training Room East and West, First Floor 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: (7) Ron Berg-Pesticide Dealers, Mary Louise Flint-University of California, Division of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources, , Glen Foth- Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders, Jeanette Heinrichs- 
General Public, Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Phil Mullins- Agricultural Pest Control 

Businesses (alternate), and Wayne J. Steele- Registrants 

Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) Staff: (5) Tom Babb, Lisa Estridge, Allison Fish, Rayven Jenkins, and Randy 

Segawa 

Guests: (4) Joyce Basan- California Association of Pest Control Advisors (CAPCA), Judy Letterman- Pesticide Applicators 

Professional Association, and Terry Stark- CAPCA 

Members Absent: (5) Scott Hudson- California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, Ken Nichols- 

Agricultural Pest Control Businesses, Kenneth Oneto- Producers, Matt Scally- Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners, and Dick 

Stoltz- Pest Control Aircraft Pilots 

Vacant Position: (1) Board of Trustees of the California State University System 

I.   Introductions and Administrative Topics – Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 
A. Chloropicrin 

DPR will be providing information about the chloropicrin mitigation measures to interested parties. An 
announcement will be made soon.   
 

B. Rodenticides 
DPR is working with stakeholder groups to address concerns about non-target wildlife mortality due to use 
of second generation anticoagulant rodenticides. One possibility is to make these rodenticides California 
restricted materials, limiting use to licensed professionals.  
 

C. Nonfumigant Strawberry Production Working Group 
The Nonfumigant Strawberry Production Working Group released a report with recommendations for 
important future research and actions to reduce reliance on soil fumigants. The recommendations include 
funding for research partnerships and establishing a research station. The Director believes that moving 
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forward the solutions for soil fungi problems will focus on improving soil health and plant breeding so that 
fumigants do not have to be used. 
 

D. Pest Management Grants 
DPR’s Pest Management Research Grant Program has selected four projects to fund for the 2013/2014 
grant cycle.   
 
The Pest Management Advisory Committee is meeting on May 14, 2013 to determine which projects they 
will recommend for the 2013/2014 Alliance Grants.  
 

E. Licensing Exams 
DPR has been made aware that licensing examinations may be compromised. DPR plans to address this 
issue by changing the testing and exam administration process. 
 

F. Review and Approval of November 13, 2012 Minutes 
The minutes from the November 13, 2012 APCAC meeting were reviewed. There was one clarifying edit 
to the PCA Minimum Qualification Update portion. The wording of the motion was edited to reflect the 
intent of the original motion. The motion was edited to “Any Bachelor of Science degree obtained from an 
Agricultural or Natural Sciences College would qualify for the college degree requirement under option 1.” 
All members present approved this edit. The minutes were approved as edited.  

 
G. Vacant Position 

The APCAC member position for the Board of Trustees of the California State University System, 
previously held by Jim Farrar, is in the process of being filled by Andrew Lawson, Fresno State University. 
The Dean has approved the appointment. The Director will be sending an official appointment letter soon.  

II. Licensing Update – Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 
A. Staff Positions 

There are currently two vacant positions, program technician and office technician, within the Licensing 
Program. DPR is looking to fill these positions soon. 

 
B. Statistics on 2012 Renewal Season 

Current numbers for renewals: 
Individuals- 11,586 (99%) have been renewed. 
Businesses- 2,377 (99%) have been renewed. 
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III. Regulatory Update – Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 
A. Continuing Education Regulation Package 

The public hearing for the proposed continuing education (CE) regulations was held on May 13, 2013. One 
comment was received during the hearing. The public comment period closed on May 13, 2013 at 5:00 
p.m. DPR will review and respond to all comments. If DPR makes non-substantive changes a 15-day public 
comment period will occur. If DPR makes substantive changes, stakeholders will be notified and a second 
45-day public comment period will occur. After the final comment period has closed, the regulation 
package will be submitted to the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) for review. During the OAL review 
period, DPR will make an implementation plan and update the CE Sponsor Manual. 
 

B. Online Licensing Renewal Regulation Package 
The online licensing renewal package is on hold for the foreseeable future. DPR is looking into ways to 
free up staff time so that CE audits, non-scientific and scientific, can be conducted. Online licensing and 
online exams are possibilities that DPR may explore in the future.  

IV. UC IPM Update – Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 
A. Publications 

Volume 4, Forest and Right-of-Way Pest Control will be printed and available in fall 2013.  
The Pesticide Application Compendium: Volume 1, The Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides, 2nd edition is 
in the process of being updated. General review will be conducted in late May and June. There will be a 
new section for plant agriculture. Anyone interested in offering technical review can contact Mary Louise 
Flint or Lisa Blecker.  
 

B. Training 
Lisa Blecker, Pesticide Safety and Education Program Coordinator, conducted three Train-the-Trainer 
workshops between March-May 2013 in Coalinga and Salinas. There are no future workshops scheduled at 
this time. Expect to see workshops scheduled in late summer and fall. 

  
C. Newly filled and Open Positions 

UC is advertising for the IPM Entomology Farm Advisor position at the Kearney Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center.  
UC has gotten approval to hire two additional advisors. 

V. Interface between PCAs and Applicators – Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 
During the February 14, 2013 the following topic was suggested for this meeting: Do pest control advisors 
(PCAs) need to attend the online registrant fumigant training?  
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This question arose during the presentation about US EPA’s new soil fumigant label changes. DPR’s 
category O license holders already satisfy US EPA’s new requirements. Therefore, they are not required to 
take the registrant fumigant training. However, many PCAs and commercial applicators are being pro-
active by completing the training. California private applicators are required to take this training. 
 
The members decided that this topic did not need to be further discussed. 

VII. Nonfumigant Volatile Organic Compounds – Randy Segawa, Environmental Monitoring Air 
Program Supervisor (DPR) 

The proposed regulations aim to reduce emissions from volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from 
nonfumigant pesticides by placing restrictions on the sale and use of high VOC products containing 
abamectin, chlorpyrifos, gibberellins, or oxyfluorfen when used on seven crops (alfalfa, almonds, citrus, 
cotton, grapes, pistachios, or walnuts) within the San Joaquin Valley ozone nonattainment area. 
 
The regulation package has been submitted to OAL for review. OAL is expected to approve the regulation 
package in early June. The requirements for pesticide dealers are expected to become effective on 
November 1, 2013 and will be in effect year-round. The grower and PCA requirements are expected to 
become effective on May 1, 2014, and will be in effect every year during May 1 to October 31. If the 
trigger level is exceeded, then the high-VOC prohibitions will go into effect for two years. After two years 
DPR will re-evaluate the level of emissions and either lift or retain the prohibition.  
 
The DPR Environmental Monitoring Air Program is drafting a web page and factsheets about the new 
regulations. The web page will include: 

- Fact sheets with an overview of the regulations and information for growers, dealers, and PCAs. 
- Maps of the affected area. 
- A list of products designated as high-VOC or low-VOC. This list will be updated as new products 

are registered. 
- The status of high-VOC prohibitions. The 2012 pesticide use report data will determine if the 

trigger level is reached for 2014.  
- Compliance assistance resources, including a VOC calculator. 

 
There will be 1-4 fact sheets created with information about the following: 

- A general overview about the new regulations and a summary of the requirements;  
- Dealer requirements with specific information if a dealer is selling high-VOC products; 
- Grower requirements with information about the which growers are affected, and their use 

restrictions; and 
- PCA requirements, with information about which PCAs are affected, and their use restrictions. 
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If the high-VOC prohibitions go into effect DPR will notify interested parties through the VOC email list. 
The County Agricultural Commissioner’s Offices will make permitees aware of the VOC restrictions, but 
will not notify affected individuals because none of the affected active ingredients are California restricted 
materials. 
 
The web page and fact sheets are expected to be posted to the DPR Web site in June 2013 when the 
regulations are finalized. Comments from stakeholders about the draft web page and fact sheets can be sent 
to Randy or Tom by early June.   

VIII. School IPM Projects Update – Lisa Estridge, Pest Management and Licensing Branch (DPR) 
The DPR School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Program will be conducting the 50th School IPM 
Workshop on June 12, 2013. Since the first School IPM Workshop was conducted on June 19, 2002, close 
to two thousand people have been trained in IPM principles. Eighty-five percent of all California school 
districts (including County Offices of Education) have attended a workshop, which accounts for ninety-
eight percent of public school enrollment. DPR continues to receive positive feedback from attendees about 
the workshop format and trainers. 
 
US EPA provided funding for DPR to conduct three Turfgrass IPM Workshops during 2012-2013. The 
project is managed by Cheryl Wilen, UCANR, and instruction is provided by UCANR and UC Cooperative 
Extension staff. These half day workshops cover more advanced topics than the general School IPM 
Workshops and focus on turfgrass IPM principles, such as weed identification, irrigation management, and 
soil sample analysis and evaluation. DPR will conduct two Turfgrass IPM Workshops during the 2013-
2014 and 2014-2015 school years. 
 
The Child Care and School IPM Programs are each developing an IPM video series. The Child Care IPM 
video series will introduce child care providers to IPM topics and will cover common pests such as ants, 
cockroaches, and mice/rats. Production is expected to start this month. The child care videos will be posted 
on DPR’s YouTube channel by this September. 
 
The School IPM video series is being jointly funded by US EPA and DPR. The videos will focus on 
general IPM topics, with one video addressing the Healthy Schools Act. A stakeholder review group, which 
includes representatives from the California Department of Education, school districts, Pest Control 
Operators of California, California Agricultural Commissioner, and University of California, will be 
included throughout the development of the videos. DPR is currently working on concepts and outlines and 
will be sharing these ideas with the review group soon. Upon completion, DPR will post the school videos 
online and US EPA will distribute them nationwide.  
 
The School IPM Program will be sending the 2013-2014 School IPM Recordkeeping Calendar, the HSA 
Reminders for the School Year, and the 2013-2014 School IPM Workshop schedule to all California school 
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districts in July. A new web page for school design as it relates to IPM will be posted in June. The Child 
Care IPM Program has developed Bed Bug Factsheets and a Child Care IPM brochure, which will be 
posted to the website soon. The Child Care IPM brochure will also be handed out during presentations.  

IX. Next Meeting – Date and Topics 
Date of next meeting: Tuesday, August 13, 2013 
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 
Location: Training Room East and West, 1st floor, Cal/EPA building 
 
Possible topics may include: 

- Closed systems 
- CE regulations implementation schedule 
- CE Manual update 
- Pesticide residue on produce 

 
Questions should be directed to Tom Babb at (916) 324-1707 or tbabb@cdpr.ca.gov. 
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