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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, November 13, 2013 
10:00-12:00 

CalEPA Building 
Training Room East and West, First Floor 

 MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: (11) Ronald Berg-Pesticide Dealers, Michael Erisey- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers 

(alternate), Mary Louise Flint-University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Glen Foth- 

Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders, Jeanette Heinrichs- General Public, Scott Hudson- California 

Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, Phil Mullins- Agricultural Pest Control Businesses (alternate), 

Kenneth Oneto- Producers, Anil Shrestha- Board of Trustees of the California State University System, Tim Smith- 

Board of Governors of the California Community College System, and Wayne Steele- Registrants 

Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) Staff: (7) Nan Gorder- Chair of Committee, Tom Babb, Laurie Brajkovich, 

Lisa Estridge, Diane Handloff, Cynthia Ray, and Richard Spas   

Guests: (3) Lisa Blecker- UC IPM, Bill Graves- Green Planet Plastics, and Joyce Strand- UC IPM 

Members Absent: (4) Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Ken Nichols- Agricultural Pest Control 

Businesses, Matt Scally- Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners, and Dick Stoltz- Pest Control Aircraft Pilots 

I.   Introductions and Administrative Topics 
A. Introduction of New Member – Nan Gorder, Branch Chief (DPR) 

Anil Shrestha, Associate Professor in the Plant Science Department at California State University of 
Fresno, has been appointed to the member position of the Board of Trustees of the California State 
University System. 
 

B. Review and Approval of August Meeting Minutes– Nan Gorder, Branch Chief (DPR) 
The minutes from the August 13, 2013 APCAC meeting were approved as written. 

 
C. 2014 APCAC Schedule – Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 

An alternate schedule for the 2014 APCAC meetings was proposed, so as not to conflict with DPR’s Pest 
Management Advisory Committee meetings. The alternate dates are March 13, June 12, September 11, and 
December 11. 
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II. Licensing Update – Cynthia Ray, Licensing Program Supervisor (DPR) 
A. 2013 Renewal Period 

All individual and business renewal packages have been sent out. Approximately 31% of individual and 
37% of business licenses have been returned, all of which have been processed. 
 

B. Licensing Examinations 
The 2014 examination schedule is in the process of being finalized. 
 

C. Acceptable College Courses for PCAs 
The samples of acceptable college courses for PCAs have been updated and posted to the DPR Web site.  

III. Regulatory Update  
A. Program Updates- Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager (DPR) 

Updates were given about the following topics: 
- DPR Web site re-design, 
- online renewals and examinations, 
- proposed regulations about VOCs and 2nd generation anticoagulant rodenticides, 
- upcoming DPR committee meetings,  
- school and child care IPM videos,  
- child care IPM bed bug factsheet, 
- article in the California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association newsletter regarding 

maintenance gardener training, and 
- PML letter to the County Agricultural Commissioners, PML 13-02, which provides information 

about issues related to CE and licensing. 
 
B. Recently Approved Continuing Education Regulations- Laurie Brajkovich, Senior Environmental 

Scientist (DPR) 
The Office of Administrative Law recently adopted DPR’s revisions to the continuing education 
regulations. The new regulations will go into effect on January 1, 2014. 
To inform CE sponsors and DPR license and certificate holders about the regulation changes, DPR staff 
will conduct outreach in the following ways: 

- Workshops - December 2, 9, and 17, 2013 (Sacramento, Fresno, and Arcadia, respectively). 
- Email to CE sponsors 
- Listserv message to the Licensing, Certification and Continuing Education electronic list 
- Distribution of the factsheet “Changes to Continuing Education Regulations that Affect Sponsors 

and Licensees”, (posted on the DPR Web site). 
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IV. UC IPM Update – Mary Louise Flint, UC IPM 
A. Positions 

Kris Tollerup has been hired to fill the Cooperative Extension Advisor, IPM position at the Kearney 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center.  
UC IPM is currently advertising for the position of Area Integrated Pest Management Advisor in the 
Sacramento Valley area. 
 

B. Publications 
Volume 4, Forest and Right-of-Way Pest Control will be available in December 2013. 

Mary Louise announced that this will be her last meeting as an APCAC member, as her term expires on 
December 31, 2013 and she is retiring in June 2014. Lisa Blecker will be nominated to fill the position.   

V. Global Harmonization System – Richard Spas (DPR)  
Richard Spas provided information about the Global Harmonization System (GHS). He provided background 
information about why the changes are being made and when they become effective. The Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration adopted the changes on March 26, 2012, requiring changes to all Material Safety 
Data Sheets by June 1, 2015. Examples of changes being made to what are now referred to as Safety Data 
Sheets include updating the human hazard signal words, precautionary statements, and pictograms. Currently, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has not yet moved to amend pesticide labeling requirements to 
reflect the GHS. However, the Department of Pesticide Regulation recommends that registrants for California-
only pesticide registrations follow the GHS and California labeling requirements. 
A PDF of this presentation will be posted online. 

VI. Developing Knowledge Expectations and Study Guides for DPR Exams – Lisa Blecker (UC IPM) 
Lisa Blecker provided information about developing knowledge expectations and study guides for the DPR 
licensing examinations. Knowledge expectations provide the test-taker with the basic information that they 
need to know in order to pass the examination. In order to develop knowledge expectations, there must be 
an understanding of an applicator’s job tasks – What does an applicator have to do in order to do his/her 
job? This job analysis helps to determine job knowledge – What does an applicator need to know in order to 
perform his/her job? From this information exam questions and study material can be written and 
developed. Applicators that pass the examination are more likely to perform their job well.   
Knowledge expectations for the DPR licensing examinations are clearly stated in the study material and on 
the DPR Web site. A PDF of this presentation will be posted online. 
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VII. HDPE Plastic Retrieval – Bill Graves (Green Planet Plastics)  
Bill Graves provided information about recycling non-refillable pesticide containers. Mr. Graves, Executive 
Director of Green Planet Plastics, Inc., provides free pesticide container recycling days in Butte County. He 
is interested in working with DPR, the County Agricultural Commissioners, recyclers, growers, applicators, 
and other interested parties to improve the pesticide container recycling. 
A PDF of this presentation will be posted online. 

VIII. Next Meeting – Date and Topics 
Date of next meeting: Thursday, March 13 (Changed to March 4), 2014 
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 
Location: Training Room East and West, 1st floor, Cal/EPA building 
 

 
Questions should be directed to Tom Babb at (916) 324-1707 or tbabb@cdpr.ca.gov. 
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