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 CAL/EPA LAUNCHES STUDY OF PESTICIDE REGISTRATION PROGRAMS 

 

SACRAMENTO -- California Secretary for Environmental Protection James M. Strock 

announced today that California's pesticide registration process will be the focus of a study by 

one of the nation's top pesticide policy analysts,  

 "California is recognized as the national leader in pesticide regulation," said Strock.  ""To 

maintain our leadership role, we are reviewing our pesticide registration process to find areas for 

improvement."   

 Dr. Charles Benbrook, a nationally recognized expert, has been retained, in $102,300 

contract, to perform a six-month study of Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation. 

 "Among other things, Dr. Benbrook will help us determine how we can move toward 

registration and use of safer and more environmentally benign pest control systems," said DPR 

Director James W. Wells.  "This will help reduce environmental problems associated with 

pesticide use."  

 The study will also highlight areas where efficiencies and cost savings may be achieved 

by reducing unnecessary duplications of effort between federal and State pesticide regulatory 

programs. 

 Benbrook will work with an advisory committee whose members include representatives 

of pesticide user groups, the agrichemical industry, and public interest groups interested in 

pesticide issues.  The advisory committee, which will meet at least four times during the course 

of the study, will help Benbrook set project goals and priorities, as well as suggest regulatory 

functions in need of reform. 

 "Farmers have been making steady progress in refining and adopting biologically based 

crop protection systems which, when successful, promise to markedly reduce reliance on 

pesticides, and associated environmental problems," said Strock.  "We in government must do all 



we can to ensure that existing programs and policies do not discourage innovations which 

promise further environmental improvement and sustainable stewardship." 

 During the study, Benbrook and his staff will interview experts within and outside 

government, as well as representatives of interest groups interacting with DPR, to assess the 

strengths of the regulatory program, and recommend ways these strengths can be preserved.  He 

will also focus on federal policy initiatives that can be expected to influence California, such as 

the federal reregistration process, which has resulted in the loss of many chemicals critical to the 

production of fruits, nuts and vegetables. 

 Benbrook, a Washington, D.C.-based policy analyst, was executive director of the 

National Academy of Sciences Board on Agriculture from 1984 to 1990.  During that period, he 

oversaw the research for and publication of several influential publications, including Alternative 

Agriculture, Regulating Pesticides in Food: The Delaney Paradox, and Investing in Research: A 

Proposal to Strengthen the Agricultural, Food, and Environmental System. 

 Benbrook, who received his doctorate in agricultural economics from the University of 

Wisconsin, also served as staff director for the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Department 

Operations, Research, and Foreign Agriculture from 1981 to 1984, and was an agriculture policy 

analyst for the President's Council on Environmental Quality from 1979 to 1981.  He is 

frequently called to testify before Congress on agricultural and pesticide issues. 

 The members of the California advisory committee are: Dr. Steve Balling, manager of 

pest management programs with Del Monte Foods in Walnut Creek; Ed Kurtz, a Salinas 

agricultural consultant; Ron Gilman, Santa Barbara agricultural commissioner and president of 

the state agricultural commissioners association; Dr. Brian Baker, technical program coordinator, 

California Certified Organic Farmers; Lawrie Mott, staff scientist with the San Francisco office 

of the Natural Resources Defense Council; George Soares, a Sacramento attorney and legislative 

advocate for a number of commodity groups; Pat Weddle, of Placerville, an agricultural 

consultant and long-time IPM practitioner; and Susan Weyland, deputy director, Office of 

Pesticide Programs, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, D.C. 

 The Department of Pesticide Regulation has primary responsibility for determining 

environmental and public health impacts of pesticide use in California. It oversees pesticide 

registration, the safety of the pesticide workplace, and enforces state and federal pesticide laws. 


