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 NEW REPORT SUMMARIZES FIRST YEAR OF 
 FULL REPORTING OF AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDE USE 
SACRAMENTO -- Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation has released a 402-page  
summary of reported agricultural pesticide use for 1990.  The summary lists the amount of 
agricultural pesticides reported used, and on what commodities.   
 "This report is a milestone," said DPR Director James W. Wells, "because 1990 was the 
first year of full use reporting of agricultural pesticides.  This report presents a summary of the 
data collected during the system's first year. Although there are some inevitable glitches that 
occur whenever you implement a data collection system of this size and scope, we feel the report 
represents a solid beginning."  
 Wells said that DPR received more than 2 million use reporting records in 1990.  This 
was a dramatic increase over 1988 (the last year that use reports were compiled under the old 
system of limited use reporting), when 823,000 records were received. In addition, an estimated 
15,000 additional growers submitted use reports, 38 percent more than had filed reports in 
previous years. 
 "The workload--both for us and the county agricultural commissioners--was staggering," 
Wells said.  "To cope with it, we have made several changes to make data collection and 
processing more efficient.  For example, many counties now report to us electronically, which 
eliminates duplication of work, and helps reduce data entry errors." 
 To develop and recommend further refinements, DPR has formed a task force of 
representatives of production agriculture, the pest control industry, and county agricultural 
commissioners. 
 "The expansion of use reporting was primarily undertaken in response to concerns by 
many individuals and groups, including government officials, scientists, farmers, legislators and 
public interest groups," said Wells.   
 For example, it was generally acknowledged that the system for estimating dietary 
exposure to pesticide residues did not provide sufficient data on which to make realistic assess-
ments.  This often resulted in overestimates of risk, Wells said. 
 "With data about actual usage available, DPR and other regulatory agencies will be able 
to more realistically assess risks and make better risk management decisions," Wells said. 
 The summary information in the annual report released this week represents only a 
fraction of the total data gathered under full use reporting--which takes up more than 600 



megabytes of computer space, Wells said.  The detailed, individual use report data (which is 
available through DPR) provide a much more accurate and complete picture for in-depth 
analytical purposes. 
 For example, the data gathered assist DPR in focusing residue monitoring efforts, and in 
evaluating the impact of pesticides on ground water and endangered species. 
 "Outside groups are also developing important uses for the data," said Wells.  "For 
example, the state Department of Food and Agriculture plans to use the information to help it 
develop analyses of the impact of proposed restrictions or cancellations of certain pesticides." 
 California has had limited reporting of agricultural pesticide use since at least the 1950's. 
 Beginning in 1970, anyone who used restricted materials was required to file a pesticide use 
report with the county agricultural commissioner.  In addition, the state required commercial pest 
control operators (those in the business of applying pesticides, such as crop dusters, structural 
fumigators and professional gardeners) to report all pesticides used, whether restricted or non-
restricted. 
 Starting in 1990, under the new system of full use reporting, all agricultural pesticide use 
must be reported monthly to the county agricultural commissioner, who, in turn, reports the data 
to DPR.  The reports must include the specific site where the pesticide was applied, and detail 
the kind and amount of pesticides used.  If the pesticide is applied to a crop, the type of 
commodity must be specified.  
 California has a broad legal definition of "agricultural use", so the use reporting 
requirements include pesticide applications to parks, golf courses, cemeteries, rangeland, 
pasture, and along roadside and railroad rights-of-way. In addition, all post-harvest pesticide 
treatments of agricultural commodities must be reported, along with all pesticide treatments in 
poultry and fish production, as well as some livestock applications. The primary exceptions to 
the use reporting requirements are home and garden use, mosquito abatement, and most 
industrial and institutional uses. 
 The report is available in two formats.  One is indexed by chemical headings, under 
which are listed the commodities on which the pesticide was used, and in what amount. The 
second report is indexed by commodity headings, under which is listed the amount of pesticides 
used, and in what amount.  Copies are available from DPR for $25 each.  To order, send payment 
to: Cashier, California Department of Pesticide Regulation, 1220 N Street, P.O. Box 942871, 
Sacramento 94271-0001. 
 For information about the availability and cost of the computerized data base, call the 
DPR Information Services Branch, (916) 654-1353. 
 # 


