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 DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION MOVES 
 TO TAKE AWAY CROP DUSTING LICENSE OF HOLLISTER COMPANY 

SACRAMENTO -- Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation announced today that it is 

taking action to revoke the license of a crop dusting company and two pilots for repeated 

violations of state pesticide laws. 

 "It has taken us many months to put together this complicated case, and now we intend to 

move forward quickly," said Department Director James W. Wells. "A pesticide company that 

repeatedly violates the law should not be allowed to do business in this state."  

 Wells said that DPR has filed an action to take away the pest control business license of 

Ag Rotors Inc., a company headquartered in Hollister and registered to do business in other 

counties.  The Department is also moving to revoke the qualified pesticide applicator's license 

held by Ag Rotors owner Joe Scagliotti, of Hollister, and the crop dusting licenses held by 

Scagliotti and John Shelton, of Aromas, an Ag Rotors employee.  These licenses are necessary 

for companies and individuals to do  pest control work in California. 

 The administrative actions taken by the Department will become final later this month 

unless Ag Rotors, Scagliotti or Shelton request a hearing on the case.   

 Hearings are held before an administrative law judge from the State Office of 

Administrative Hearings, and typically take several months to schedule and complete.  In the 

interim, the company and individuals named may continue their operations. 

 The licensing action against the company and the two individuals cites numerous 

violations of state and federal pesticide laws and regulations. Among them are failure to prevent 

substantial drift to non-target areas; failure to properly report pesticide use; using pesticides in 

conflict with their labels; failure to properly store pesticides; using pesticides without the 

required permit; and failure to maintain adequate employee training and medical records.  The 

violations occurred in Santa Clara and San Benito counties. 

 "The agricultural commissioners' offices in Santa Clara and San Benito counties issued 



numerous notices of violation against Ag Rotors," said Wells, "and collected several civil 

penalties.  Ag Rotors disputed few penalties, and has paid several thousand dollars in fines.  

However, the civil fines have not had the intended result of getting them to change the way they 

do business, so we are taking the next step--taking away their licenses to do business. 

 Wells said that the Legislature gave the commissioners power to levy civil penalties in 

1985, "and we wanted to give the system time to work, to see if the fines prompted the 

behavioral changes we wanted.  In many cases, the fines have acted as a deterrent, but in some 

cases, they have not.  We intend to carefully review the records of the few pest control licensees 

in the state whose actions do not reflect well on the law-abiding majority of firms and 

individuals." 
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