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 1991 PESTICIDE USE SUMMARY RELEASED 
 
SACRAMENTO -- Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation has released its 1991 
"Summary of Pesticide Use Report Data."  
 
 It summarizes data from the second year under which all agricultural pesticide use was 
required to be reported, under legislation implemented in 1990.  California has a broad definition 
of "agricultural use" pesticide, so not only must pesticide use in agriculture be reported, but also 
applications by professional pest control operators to such sites as parks, golf courses, and 
structures, as well as roadside weed control treatments.  The primary exceptions to the use 
reporting requirements are home and garden use, and most industrial and institutional uses. 
 
 In 1991, there were 161.1 million pounds of pesticide active ingredients reported used in 
California. (A pesticide active ingredient is the chemical component of any pesticide product that 
kills, or otherwise controls, target pests.)  This was 20 million pounds less active ingredient than 
was reported used in 1990. A variety of factors may be involved.  Part of the decrease may be 
explained by the state's prolonged drought, which led to less acreage planted.  
 
 Pesticide use report data for 1991 breaks down into the following general categories: 
 
 Category 

 Pounds of Active Ingredient  
 Reported Used 

Production agriculture 140,531,337 

Post-harvest commodity treatments     1,621,944 

Structural fumigations    8,333,516 

Landscape maintenance    1,559.292 

All other reported uses    9,037,496 

Total reported used in 1991: 161,082,585 
 
 (Included in the "all other reported uses" category are pesticide applications reported in 
the following general categories: weed control on rights-of-way; public health which includes 
mosquito abatement work; vertebrate pest control; fumigation of non-food and non-feed 
materials, such as lumber, furniture, etc.; pesticides used in research; and regulatory pest control 
used in ongoing control and/or eradication of pest infestations.) 
 
 In 1991, according to pesticide sales tax records, there were approximately 554 million 
pounds of pesticide active ingredient sold in California, compared to 605.5 million pounds in 
1990.  Included in this sales figure are not only those chemicals whose use must be reported, but 
also home and garden pesticides, as well as pesticidal chemicals not usually thought of as pesti-



cides, including disinfectants and other anti-microbials.  Among these is chlorine used for 
municipal water disinfestation. Chlorine products alone typically account for more than a third of 
the pesticide active ingredients sold in California each year.   
 
 The 350-page "Summary of Pesticide Use Report Data" is available in two formats.  One 
is indexed by the name of each pesticide active ingredient, under which is a line-by-line listing 
of the commodities treated, amount of acreage or units (e.g., bins) of each commodity treated, 
and number of pounds of pesticide used. The second report contains the same basic information, 
but is indexed by commodity headings, under which is listed the pesticides used. Copies are 
available from DPR for $25 each.  To order, send payment to: Cashier, California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation, 1220 N Street, P.O. Box 942871, Sacramento 94271-0001.   
 
 For information about the availability and cost of the computerized data base, call the 
DPR Information Services Branch, (916) 654-1353. 
 
 ### 


