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METHYL BROMIDE TASK FORCE TO MEET

SACRAMENTO -- Research into alternatives for the pesticide methyl bromide will be
discussed at the next meeting of the Methyl Bromide Research Task Force.

The public meeting will be from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Thursday, July 29, at the
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) building, 1220 N Street, Room
102. The agenda includes discussion of international developments, methyl bromide
research proposed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and new technologies that
may replace methyl bromide.

The task force was formed last year by the Department of Pesticide Regulation
(DPR) and CDFA to explore the development of alternative technologies and
procedures that would eliminate methyl bromide emissions from structural and
agricultural uses in California. Members include representatives of leading agricultural
commodity groups, as well as representatives of the structural pest control industry and
environmental groups.

Methyl bromide, the most widely used pesticide in the world, was declared an
ozone depleter by the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, a group of nations that signed a
treaty to protect the ozone layer. The group has agreed that by 1995, production and
use would be frozen at 1991 levels; the group exempted quarantine and pre-shipment
uses from this action. Further reductions will be based on upcoming scientific and
technology assessments.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has also proposed a ban on
production and import of methyl bromide, under the mandates of the Clean Air Act,
which does not allow exemptions for quarantine and pre-shipment uses.
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