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DPR TO SPONSOR WORKSHOP ON NAS REPORT

SACRAMENTO -- The recent National Academy of Sciences (NAS) study of pesticides
in children's diets will be the focus of a public workshop sponsored by Cal/EPA's
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR).

"When the Academy released its report June 29, we formed an interagency
working group to review it," said Elin D. Miller, DPR Chief Deputy Director. "Part of
their work will be soliciting comments on the NAS's conclusions and recommendations
from the regulated community, consumer activist groups, and other interested
persons."

Notices soliciting comments were sent out to a list of several hundred companies,
groups, and individuals last week. The workshop is scheduled at 9 a.m., September 3,
at the California Integrated Waste Management Board Room, 8800 Cal Center Drive,
Sacramento. The public is invited.

Written comments can also be submitted to: NAS Comments, Department of
Pesticide Regulation, 1220 N Street, Room A-414, P.O. Box 942871, Sacramento, CA
94271-0001. They should be submitted by September 8, 1993.

The interagency working group, chaired by Miller, includes representatives from
DPR, Cal/EPA's Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment, the California
Department of Health Services, Department of Food and Agriculture, University of
California, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. They will review the report
as well as existing federal and state pesticide registration and food safety programs. In
January, DPR will submit a report to the Legislature on the results of that review.

"With this expedited schedule, the interagency review has already begun," said
Miller. "However, we want to be sure that we provide an opportunity for outside
observers to provide their input and perspective. We want to do all we can to
incorporate what the NAS has found into California's already outstanding food safety
program."



