
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

BEFORE THE DIRECTOR 

OF THE 


DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of Unlawful Use 
And Sale of Dimethoate by 

Mr. Major Kooner 

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

Respondent/ 

This Settlement Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (“the Department”), and Mr. Major Kooner (“Mr. Kooner”), 
collectively referred to as the Parties. 

1. Dimethoate is a pesticide that is not registered for use on grapes.  There is no tolerance 
set by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for dimethoate on grapes. 

2. On August 2, 2016, in the course of the Department’s routine produce residue sampling 
program under Food and Agricultural Code section 12581, the Department discovered 
dimethoate residue on grapes at DAAKS International, 1011 Long Beach Avenue, Los Angeles, 
California. 

3. Further investigation revealed that Mr. Kooner was the source of the grapes with the 
dimethoate residue.   

4. The Kern County Agricultural Commissioner and Department staff investigated the 
illegal residue and collected evidence from site 3A in Kern County owned by Mr. Kooner (“site 
3A.”) This evidence revealed that site 3A was treated with dimethoate. 

5. Mr. Kooner admits to violating California Food and Agricultural Code sections 12671, 
providing it is unlawful to pack, ship, or sell any produce that carries pesticide residue in excess 
of the permissible tolerance; and 12973, providing that a pesticide shall not be used in conflict 
with the registered label. 

6. The Parties agree by this Agreement to resolve this matter without the need for formal 
litigation. 

THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 
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