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The Company’s Role

Be precise.
Be accurate.
Be complete.
Check your work.
Questions? ASK!

“Good enough” isn’t.
(“government work” notwithstanding.)



Working with the Department

☺BE familiar with the way we work.
☺Regulations (40 CFR, CCR, FAC), 

policies. 
☺Use the resources available!
☺ Specialist, website, e-mail, phone, 

letters.
☺Common sense approach.
☺Be patient -

If you count your chickens before they’re 
hatched, your goose may be cooked!



Know your Specialist
☺Assigned to company, not product or a.i.
☺Understand she (he)’s there to help. 

(But realize that every minute on the phone is a 
minute NOT working on your submission!)

Work with your specialist-don’t fight.
“State worker” is not an oxymoron

We only have potlucks between state holidays.
If you can’t be kind to your specialist, at least have the 
decency to be vague.

When a submission is returned, read the   
whole letter, not just the first point.



Cover Letter

☺Complete information- the reason for the 
submission (new product, amendment -
and WHAT is the revision, addition, 
deletion?). 

☺If resubmission, include old ID number.
☺If not selling product in CA, tell us.

Do not include more than necessary.



Fee$
Application fees
$ 750 new product registration
$ 100 label amendment

No Fees
Adding an alternate formula
Revising the CSF (dyes & fragrances)
Label amendments required by a CA-
Notice or U.S. EPA  PR-Notice
Data reviews to support conditional 
registration
Label amendments adding “Marketing 
Text”
Label amendments adding graphics
Label amendments correcting 
typographical errors 



Labels
☺Labels must be in a format that can be 

electronically reproduced and/or transmitted
No unsupported claims.
No inappropriate / misleading graphics.
Do NOT add claims not on USEPA label.
NO “Specimen” labels.



Subregistrations
☺Correct firm name & address on 

application.
☺Correct brand name & reg. number on 

application (____-___-____).
☺Formula identical to basic (or reference).
☺USEPA Form 8570.



Data
☺Complete studies.
☺What you send to the USEPA, send to us!
☺Complete references (studies on file here).
☺California registered labels may be 

referenced.



Binding

Data that is not 
bound or not 
bound correctly 
can be returned 
at cost to the 
data submitter.



Binding
☺ According to California Notice 2006-06, if submissions 

do not conform, data can be returned at cost to the 
submitter.

☺ All submissions should be bound even if there is 
only one page.

☺ The only acceptable bindings are duo-tangs and acco
press binders. 

☺ NO VINYL BINDERS!
☺ When data is not bound or not bound correctly we 

must take OUR time to bind it.
☺ Binding questions contact Ms. Jackie Rivers at (916) 

324-3571.



Label Amendments

☺USEPA notifications vs. CA notifications. No fees 
required.

☺ Proofread the label before you send it (typos 
abound!).

☺ $ 100 amendment fee for added sites, uses, claims 
and use directions.

☺No fees for alternate formulae, or required 
amendments (PR-Notices, Ca. Notices).

No unsupported claims.
No inappropriate graphics.



Ownership Changes

☺Send someone to review “old” files.
☺USEPA documentation.
☺Product ownership.
☺Data ownership.



Forms ‘n’ Things

☺USEPA documentation w/ stamped label.
☺Distributor (Subreg.) form 8570-5.
☺Other USEPA forms (notification).
☺CA forms.
☺Fees for new product registrations 

(including Alternate Brand Names).



Contacting Us

☺Website: www.cdpr.ca.gov 
☺Your specialist is your contact:
☺Telephone.
☺E-mail.
☺Written correspondence.
☺Personal visits are tolerated when a 

proposed agenda is submitted at least two 
weeks in advance.



In a Nutshell

☺Be clear.
☺Be complete.
☺Be thorough.
☺Check your work.

We’re not adversaries! 
We’re with the government. 

We’re here to help!



Effective Communication

“The single biggest problem in 
communication is the illusion that it has 
taken place.”-George Bernard Shaw
Never express yourself more clearly than 
you are able to think.- Niels Bohr (1885-
1962)



Questions & Other Misnomers
You have the  right to remain silent. Anything you say will be 
misquoted then used against you.
“You must have misunderstood your question.” – Dogbert

The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting 
something right, there's a 90% probability you'll get it wrong.
It is hard to understand how a cemetery raised its burial cost and 
blamed it on the cost of living. 
I have registered hundreds of pesticides for over 20 years. 
Therefore, it can never be said that my anal-retentive attention 
to your details never yielded positive results.-Danny R. Saldana
I have no special talents. I am however, passionate about my 
mediocrity-Danny R. Saldana 


