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SUBJECT: Field Posting Observations during Foliar Restricted Entry Data study

WH&S dislodgeable foliar residue (DFR) sampling activities are guided by HS-1600, Guidance
for Determination of Dislodgeable Foliar Residue of the Worker Health and Safety Branch.
Collection of these samples is at expiration of the restricted entry interval (REI).  Employers
must make sure that workers are notified about areas where pesticide applications are taking
place or where restricted-entry intervals are in effect.  One of the ways this is accomplished is
with warning signs posted at entrances to the treated area.

During the DFR sampling associated with Project 9505 (DFR found at expiration of the REI) and
Project 0102 (Carbofuran DFR on cotton foliage) staff took observations of field postings of
more than 100 fields.  In many instances, field postings were taken down at the expiration of the
REI.  Either the grower or the foreman had removed warning signs.  This typically was done
very early in the A.M. (note: posting was seen 24-hours prior the expiration of REI when
scouting out treated field).  Those fields were still posted because the person removing the signs
had not reached that particular area of the field or ranch yet.  The majority of fields observed
prior to expiration of the REI were posted.  Many signs include the pesticide applied, date of
reentry, grower name, field identification and other signs listed only the pesticide and reentry
date.  Some REI postings appeared to be left up for use as “keep out/do not trespass” signs until
crop could be harvested or they were just forgotten about.  For example, the posting in Picture 1
is 33 days past the REI expiration.  A few postings appeared to be filled out incorrectly as shown
in Picture 2 and its corresponding Notice of Intent (NOI) in Picture 3.  Picture 4 shows spray
dates instead of reentry dates, the documentation for this field is shown in Picture 5.

On one occasion staff talked to the farm manager and learned the actual REI would not expire
for two more days.  Upon locating the treated area, no posting of the field was noticed at which
point the manager indicated the signs “blew down”.
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Picture 1. Posting observed August 12, 2001.
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Picture 2.  Posting incorrectly filled out, see Picture 3 NOI.  (Or being used as a keep out sign?)
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Picture 3. Notice of Intent for posting in Picture 2.
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Picture 4.  Posting incorrectly filled out, spray dates are being used and not the reentry date.
                  See Picture 5 for documentation.
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Picture 5. Documentation for posting of field in Picture 4.
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