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April 29, 2008 
 
 
Mr. Harvard Fong 
Associate Industrial Hygienist 
California EPA 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
PO Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA  95812 
 
Dear Mr. Fong: 
 
The 3M™ Air-Mate is a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)-certified 
powered air purifying respirator (PAPR) TC-21C-635 and TC-21C-675.  The Air-Mate is equipped 
with a high efficiency (HE) filter (part number 451-02-01R01). 
 
Based on our understanding of filtration and our HE filter media, per Title 3 California Code of 
Regulations; Division 6 Pesticides and Pest Control Operations; Chapter 3 Pest Control Operations; 
Subchapter 3 Pesticide Worker Safety; Article 2 General Safety Requirements; Section 6739 
Respiratory Protection; paragraph (o)(5), we feel that the HE filter can be used for multiple work 
shifts involving application of wettable sulfur when all of the following are in place: 
 
• The employer has a complete and functioning respirator program, and the respirator is used 

per all applicable regulations as described in the California Code of Regulations. 
• The respirator is used in accordance with the User Instructions. 
• The respirator is used within the limits of its Assigned Protection Factor (APF).  
• Inspection of the respirator system prior to each use, including an air flow check using the 

Air-Mate Air Flow Indicator (part number 021-14-00R01) to ensure air flow exceeds six 
cubic feet per minute (CFM). 

• A filter change-out schedule that calls for the replacement of the HE filter when it becomes 
damaged, we or the air flow indicator shows an air flow of less than six CFM. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 651-575-5576. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Donald J. Garvey, CIH, CSP 
Technical Service Specialist 
3M Occupational Health  
   & Environmental Safety Division  
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