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May 15, 2013  
 
TO:  Interested Parties 
 
SUBJECT:   Request for Comments on Chloropicrin Mitigation Proposal 
 
The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is proposing mitigation measures designed to 
protect bystanders and residents from acute (short-term) exposures to chloropicrin.  Chloropicrin is 
used as a field fumigant injected into the soil or applied through drip irrigation.  This mitigation 
proposal only addresses chloropicrin soil fumigant applications when it is used as an active 
ingredient, and does not address chloropicrin used as a warning agent either in soil fumigants or in 
structural fumigations.  For the detailed proposal and other related documents, see DPR’s website: 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/whs/chloropicrin.htm 
 
DPR began work on these mitigation measures in 2011, shortly after chloropicrin was designated a 
toxic air contaminant (TAC).  During the same timeframe as DPR’s review, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) was also reviewing soil fumigant use, and determined that the main 
concern for handlers, workers, and bystanders associated with soil uses of chloropicrin is from acute 
inhalation exposure.  In May 2009, U.S. EPA issued an Amended Reregistration Eligibility 
Document which included new safety measures to increase protections for agricultural workers and 
bystanders. These measures were added to fumigant labels in two phases that were completed in 
2012. 
 
DPR is proposing additional restrictions beyond current labeling and regulation, to protect residents 
and bystanders.  Additional restrictions were developed for:   

• Buffer zones; 
• Buffer zone credits; 
• Acreage limits; 
• Time periods between applications with overlapping buffer zones;  
• Emergency preparedness and response; and  
• Notice of intent requirements.  

  
Community & Technical Meetings:  DPR has scheduled public meetings in five locations to 
present the chloropicrin mitigation proposal, answer questions, and hear suggestions for alternative 
approaches that would be equally effective in reducing acute exposure to chloropicrin. Meetings 
will be held in Santa Maria, Salinas, Fresno, Indio, and Redding (see table below). Community 
meetings will provide background information as well as the proposed mitigation measures and is 
designed for the general public. Technical meetings will provide details on the proposed mitigation 
measures and is designed for growers and applicators.  Everyone is welcome to attend any of the 
meetings.  Continuing education credits (2 hours laws and regulations) will be offered. 
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Chloropicrin Mitigation – Community Meeting Schedule 
City Date Time  Location  Focus 
Santa 
Maria 

June 3 6:00 – 8:00 PM Santa Barbara County Public Works 
620 West Foster Road 

Community* 
 

Salinas June 10
  

6:00 – 8:00 PM Agricultural Center Conference Room 
1428 Abbott Street 

Community* 
 

Fresno June 17 6:00 – 8:00 PM Fresno County Farm Bureau 
1274 W. Hedges Avenue 

Community* 
 

 
Chloropicrin Mitigation – Technical Meeting Schedule  
Santa 
Maria 

June 4 8:30 – 10:30 AM Santa Barbara County Public Works 
620 West Foster Road 

Technical 

Salinas June 11 10:00 - Noon Agricultural Center Conference Room 
1428 Abbott Street 

Technical* 
 

Fresno June 18 10:00 - Noon Fresno County Farm Bureau 
1274 W. Hedges Avenue 

Technical 

Indio June 20 10:30 AM – 
12:30 PM 

Indio Public Library, Community Room 
200 Civic Center Mall 

Technical 

Redding June 25 1:30 – 3:30 PM Shasta Senior Nutrition Center 
Mercy Oaks Campus 
100 Mercy Oaks Drive 

Technical 

 *Simultaneous Spanish translation provided 
 
DPR’s goal is to protect human health by regulating the sale and use of pesticides.  We recognize 
that alternative methods of meeting this goal may exist and therefore are requesting your written 
comments to assist in the development of a final document. We will post the public comments, 
DPR’s response, and the final mitigation documents on DPR’s website: 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/whs/chloropicrin.htm 
 
Submit written comments by July 31, 2013, to Linda O’Connell at loconnell@cdpr.ca.gov or call 
her at (916) 445-1717 for further information.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed by: 
 
Lisa Ross, Branch Chief 
Worker Health and Safety Branch  
(916) 445-4222 
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