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Pesticide Use Enforcement 

Program Standards Compendium 


Overview 


Mission 
The mission of the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is to protect human health and the 
environment by regulating pesticide sales and use, and by fostering reduced-risk pest 
management. 

Role 
The role of regulating pesticides in California is a joint responsibility of the Director of DPR and 
county agricultural commissioners (CACs). Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) section 2281 
provides that DPR is responsible for overall statewide enforcement and for issuing instructions 
and making recommendations to the CACs. 

The CACs are responsible for local administration of the pesticide use enforcement program. 
Several other FAC sections (11501.5, 12977, 12982, 14004.5, and 15201) state that CACs 
conduct pesticide work under the direction and supervision of the Director.  

About the Pesticide Use Enforcement Program Standards Compendium 
The Pesticide Use Enforcement Program Standards Compendium is a series of eight manuals 
that contain pesticide use enforcement directives, interpretations, recommendations, and 
expectations. The Compendium represents the Pesticide Use Enforcement Program’s “standard 
operating procedures.” 

Contents of the Compendium supersede any position or direction on these subjects contained in 
previous letters to CACs or earlier manuals. Omitted items not in conflict with directions or 
positions contained in the Compendium may continue to be used for interim guidance. DPR 
reserves the right to re-examine omitted topics and may readopt them or develop a new position 
or direction when necessary. 

New and updated procedures, policies, and interpretations will be issued in the form of updates 
to the Compendium. Suggestions for changes, additions, or deletions to the Compendium should 
be made to DPR. The Compendium will be the reference against which county programs are 
evaluated. County performance can impact the mil assessment distribution money it receives. 

Please note that the procedures described in this document are intended solely for the guidance 
of employees of DPR and CACs. They do not constitute rulemaking by DPR. DPR and CACs 
may deviate from these procedures, provided the deviation does not adversely impact the 
effectiveness of the county pesticide enforcement program or hinder effectiveness of DPR to 
fulfill its responsibilities for the overall statewide enforcement program oversight. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview, continued 

Description of Each of the Compendium’s Eight Volumes 

Volume 1 – General Administration of the Pesticide Use Enforcement Program 
General authority; Pesticide Regulatory Activities Monthly Report instructions; 
pesticide use reporting; memorandum of understanding information; county pest 
control registration; local administration of the Licensing Program with 
interpretations of law or regulation sections relating primarily to the need for one of 
the various pest control licenses; and general procedures and expectations not 
specifically covered in other volumes. 

Volume 2 – Laws and Regulations 
Current text of pesticide-related laws and regulations, including excerpts from Food 
and Agricultural Code (FAC) laws and Title 3, California Code of Regulations         
(3 CCR); Business and Professions Code provisions and Title 16 (16 CCR) 
regulations; Health and Safety Code sections (illness reporting, vector control, etc.); 
and Labor Code sections (farm labor contractors). 

Volume 3 – Restricted Materials and Permitting 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the permit program’s 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) functional equivalency; permit issuance process 
and procedures; DPR “recommended” permit conditions; and permit appeals 

Volume 4 – Inspection Procedures 
Field procedures for pesticide use enforcement inspections and designing a neutral 
scheme inspection program. 

Volume 5 – Investigation Procedures 
Guidance on planning and conducting pesticide investigations and reporting the 
findings; preserving evidence; chain of custody; and report writing. 

Volume 6 – Enforcement Toolbox 
Interpretations of law and regulation provisions relating to the enforcement response 
regulations; making decisions on violations found during an investigation and what 
action to take; citable sections; regulatory toolbox; decision trees; statute of 
limitations; and a glossary. 

Volume 7 – Hearings Source Book 
Guidance on how to draft the Notice of Proposed Action (NOPA); conduct 
administrative civil penalty hearings; adopt final actions; and handling appeals to the 
Director. 

Continued on next page 



 

 

 

Overview, continued 

Volume 8 – Guidelines for Interpreting Pesticide Laws, Regulations, and Labeling 
DPR interpretations of various sections of law and regulations; guidance on 
interpreting pesticide labeling, including interpretations of some general and specific 
labeling statements. It is cross-indexed by subject and section of the law or regulation 
addressed. 

State of California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
1001 I Street 
P.O. Box 4015 
Sacramento, California 95812-4015 

Telephone – (916) 324-4100 
FAX – (916) 445-3907 
www.cdpr.ca.gov 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
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Introduction  Inspections are an essential element of your county’s pesticide use enforcement 
program. They help ensure the safety of handlers, fieldworkers, the public, and 
the environment. Your inspection report is a comprehensive account of the 
activity you inspect by creating a picture of everything you observed at the time 
of your inspection. 

Inspections are conducted for the purpose of  assessing and documenting  
whether a pesticide use activity complies with  all  applicable pesticide laws  
and regulations. The inspection is not limited to the requirements listed on the  
inspection form. All of the inspection forms have blank spaces  at the end of  
the “Requirements” section to address additional laws or regulations found in 
violation or that the inspector wishes to include.  

Purpose  of  
inspections  

Inspections  as  
evidence  

An inspection report is acceptable evidence in a court of law or  an 
administrative hearing.  Complete  your inspections  so that any  reader will  
understand what  you observed and be able to assess  your decisions. Detailed  
descriptions are very important to ensure an  accurate depiction of what  
happened especially for those unfamiliar with the circumstances of the  
activity inspected.  

Explaining 
violations 

Use the “Remarks” section to record all the facts and circumstances relative to 
a violation. Detailed and complete information is essential for appropriate 
enforcement action decisions and prosecutions. Your remarks should be 
legible, coherent and use complete sentences.  Include any corrective 
measures taken or required. For example, “The foreman brought the correct 
gloves to employee during the inspection.” 

Inspection 
Report/VN 
Supplement 
Form 

The Inspection Report/Violation Notice Supplement form (PR-ENF-111) 
should be used to document your observations when the “Remarks” section 
does not provide adequate space. Number the pages of your inspection report, 
(for example, “Page 1 of 4”), even if it is only one page. There is a space 
provided in the lower right corner of the inspection forms for page numbers. 
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General Inspection Procedures, Continued 

Application  of  
standards  

The following regulations should be evaluated when applying or interpreting 
regulatory standards: 

3CCR § 6701. Interpretation Consistent with Federal Standards. 

This regulation requires that the Pesticide Worker Safety regulations be 
interpreted to be consistent with, and at least as strict as, the federal 
Worker Protection Standard (WPS) whenever possible. Some California 
worker safety regulations are stricter than the federal WPS. This regulation 
can only be used in operations that involve the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural plant commodity. 

In instances or situations where the meaning of a WH&S regulation is unclear, 
you should review the federal requirement and apply the regulation 
appropriately. 

3CCR § 6601(a). General Application of Standards. 

This regulation states that whenever pesticide labeling requires the use of 
personal protective equipment (PPE) or specifies other restrictions or 
procedures be followed, the application of the labeling requirement to an 
owner, operator of property, their families and others must be consistent with 
any applicable standards found in the worker safety regulations. (3CCR 
§6700- 6795) 

This regulation only provides for the application of standards relative to PPE 
restrictions or procedures stated in the labeling. It does not include related 
employee standards. For example, standards directly related to the type and 
quality of the PPE, as well as standards of maintenance and proper storage are 
applicable to the owner. Employee standards such as training, hazard 
communication, decontamination facilities, or medical monitoring are not 
applicable. In the same manner, when a labeling statement restricts entry there 
are restricted entry interval (REI) standards which include the types of 
activities that are allowed (i.e. no contact, limited contact) and requirements 
that describe the protective measures that must be taken (i.e., time limits, 
early-entry PPE and prohibition of hand labor) that apply to an 
owner/operator. These should not be confused with related employee 
standards such as information communication requirements, eyewash or 
decontamination requirements or heat related illness requirements. 
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General Inspection Procedures, Continued 

Application  of  
standards 
(continued)  

Many general standards for PPE can be found in 3CCR § 6738.1. Others, such 
as the standard for safety glasses or safe equipment (when labeling statements 
address equipment), may be found throughout the Pesticide Worker Safety 
regulations. Restricted entry standards are found in 3CCR § 6770. 

When utilizing 3CCR § 6601 the three elements that must be assessed when 
determining or prosecuting a violation are: 
• The labeling statement addressing a restriction, a procedure, or PPE. 
• The regulatory standard for the restriction, procedure, or PPE. 
• 3CCR § 6601which is the link between the two items above. 

Each situation must be evaluated to determine whether to cite the labeling 
violation (FAC § 12973) or the regulatory standard. In either case all three 
elements listed above need to be integrated into the enforcement action. 

Examples: 
1. An owner/operator uses a pesticide with labeling that requires “protective 
eyewear.” The operator is wearing ordinary sunglasses. The CAC would cite 
the operator with a violation of FAC § 12973. The CAC would use the 
supporting regulations 3CCR § 6601 to show that the safety glass standard 
applies to a non-employee and 3CCR § 6738.2(a) requires that protective 
eyewear provide brow and temple protection that conforms to the curvature 
of the face and side protection to the eyes and must be compliant with the 
American National Standard for Occupational and Education Personal Eye 
and Face Protection Devices ANSI Z87.1 – 2010. 

2. An owner/operator stores his labeling required gloves in the same 
compartment with pesticides.  If an employee were involved, this is a 
violation of 3CCR 6738(a)(2).  This regulation allows you to apply the same 
standard to the owner/operator; the CAC would cite the operator with 3 
CCR6738(a)(2), the standard, and use 3 CCR 6601 to show the standard 
applies to the operator.  The gloves were stored with pesticides and therefore 
don’t meet the standard of protection required by the labeling. 
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General Inspection Procedures, Continued 

Application  of  
standards 
(continued)  

. 

3.  An owner/operator  enters a treated field prior to the expiration of the  
labeling restricted entry interval (REI) and performs a limited contact activity.  
The owner/operator  (or immediate family  members) would need to comply  
with the standards found in 3CCR §  6770(d)(3)  such as:  
• The product is not a double (dual) notification pesticide. 
• At least four hours have elapsed since the end of the application. 
• The inhalation exposure does not exceed the labeling or regulation standard. 
• Contact is limited as specified. 
• Early entry PPE required by the labeling is utilized. 
• The time in the treated field is limited to eight hours in a 24-hour period. 

If a violation of any of these standards occurred, the CAC cites the owner/ 
operator with a violation of FAC §12973 (labeling REI statement). The CAC 
would use supporting regulation 3CCR §6770 to show that the operator did 
not meet the standard of the labeling restriction. The CAC would use the 
supporting regulation 3CCR § 6601 to show that the standard applies to the 
owner/operator 
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Licensing  Only a county inspector holding either a Pesticide Regulation License, 
Investigation and Environmental Monitoring License, or is qualified to take 
either license exam and is working under the supervision of a county 
inspector that holds one of those licenses, can perform pesticide inspections. 

Additionally, county inspectors should be knowledgeable of: 
• California pesticide laws, regulations, and DPR guidance; 
• County permit conditions; 
• Local agricultural and structural industry practices; and 
• Local cultural and environmental conditions and sensitive sites. 

Reference 
manuals  

The following documents must be available when conducting an inspection: 
•  The Pesticide Use Enforcement Standards Compendium  
(Compendium)  Volume 2- Laws and Regulations. 

• The Compendium Volume 4-Inspection Procedures Manual. 
• All relevant inspection forms, including the supplement form. 

Personal  
protective 
equipment  

The inspector should carry and use  any personal  protective equipment (PPE) 
necessary to  prevent exposure to pesticides. For example, chemical-resistant  
gloves for handling previously opened containers to review labeling.  

Automated 
California 
Enforcement 
Activities  
Tracking  
System 
(CalPEATS) 

 When using an automated inspection report device, download the most up-
to-date database available.  CalPEATS will link to the Compendium Volume 4  
manual listed above.  Have paper inspection reports  available in case of  
equipment failure.  
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Prioritization  of  
inspections  

A CAC pesticide regulatory inspection program must effectively address  the  
hazards of pesticide use  within its jurisdiction. In  addition to  monitoring use  
related to  production agriculture and use by  agricultural and structural pest  
control businesses, the  program includes non-production agricultural  
pesticide uses and use of  pesticides by  government agencies.  Inspection 
priorities and strategies  are in the county’s Enforcement Work Plan.  

Inspection strategies that achieve inspection quotas without addressing 
pesticide hazard priorities weaken the county’s inspection program. DPR 
conducts a performance evaluation of the CAC’s enforcement program. 

 
Hazard  
priorities  

The prioritization of hazards should include the following factors: 
•  Pesticide toxicity and formulation. 
• Restricted material status. 
• Proximity to environmentally sensitive areas. 
• Proximity to residences, schools, or other sensitive sites. 
• Proximity to surrounding areas where workers may be present 
• The number of employees engaged in pesticide related activities. 
• The type of application method (e.g., fumigations, aerial applications). 

Business  
priorities  

The Pesticide Use Enforcement Work Plan should prioritize inspections of: 
• Agricultural and structural pest control businesses. 
• Persons/firms that use pesticides for the production of an agricultural 
plant commodity. 

• Persons/firms that employ workers in treated fields. 
• Pest Control Dealers and Pest Control Advisers. 

Prioritization of businesses and private applicators should address: 
• The number of handler and fieldworker employees. 
• The frequency of employees handling pesticides/working in treated fields. 
• The level of exposure hazards created for workers, the public, or the 
environment. 

• The company’s history of violations, episodes and complaints. 
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Choosing Your Inspections, Continued 

Examples: 
Ineffective 
inspection 
strategies 

Examples of ineffective inspection strategies include but are not limited to: 
• Frequent inspections of the same crew of a business when no violations 
are documented. 

• Repetitive inspections of a facility, such as fumigation chambers, when no 
violations are documented. 

• Infrequent or no inspections of businesses or industries with a history of 
violations, episodes or complaints. 

• Documenting several inspections on different crews of the same company 
performing the same operation at the same location on the same day. Only 
one inspection that includes all crews should be conducted. Examples 
include various crews in a nursery or greenhouse, multiple harvesting 
crews at the same location or multiple applicators in the same field. 

• Multiple inspections on the same company, on the same day, to different 
sites. 

• Numerous pre-application site evaluations on non-sensitive sites while 
sensitive sites are not evaluated. 
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General Requirements  

1. Complete 
inspections  

A complete inspection is a single inspection report that is performed and 
documented in accordance with these inspection procedures. Only complete 
inspections can be counted as inspections on the Pesticide Regulatory Activities 
Monthly Report (PRAMR) and entered into the DPR inspection-tracking database. 

Requirements Section - Inspections must address all applicable 
“REQUIREMENTS” in order to be considered a “complete” inspection. Each 
requirement must be addressed as one of the following: 

“YES”: 
• Inspected activity complied with the listed law or regulation.  

“NO”: 
• Inspected activity did not comply with the listed law or regulation. 

“N/A”: 
• Listed law or regulation was not applicable to the activity being inspected. 
Refer to the “Scope” and “Exemptions” for each requirement to determine if 
it is applicable to the activity being inspected. 

In the Remarks section, document why “N/A” was used.  

See Determining Compliance Status in the section on Requirements. 

In rare instances, compliance with a requirement cannot be verified. For example, an 
aerial pest control business is making an application in California and the mix/load 
site is in a neighboring state and the inspector is not able to confirm if the pilot has 
the required PPE in the aircraft.  This can be marked N/A with an explanation in the 
Remarks section. 

Inspection Acknowledged By – Signature 

You must request the inspected person to sign the inspection form in the space 
provided.  
• If appropriate, explain to the inspected person that the signature is not an 
admission of guilt. 

• If the inspected person refuses to sign the form, print the name of the 
inspected person in the space “Inspection Acknowledged By” provided. Print 
“Refused to Sign” in the signature space.  

The Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation does not require a signature in the 
“Inspection Acknowledged By” space. 

Continued on next page 
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General Requirements, Continued 

1. Complete 
Inspections 
(continued)  
 

Notification Information – Delivery and Signature 

When a violation is documented on an inspection, it is required that a copy of 
the inspection report be delivered to the responsible person. (See When 
Violations are Found on page 35).  Space for documenting this information is 
provided on forms PR-ENF-101 (Violation Notice), PR-ENF-102 (Pesticide 
Pre-Application Site Evaluation) and PR-ENF-111 (Inspection Report/VN 
Supplement). Print the name of the responsible person and document the method 
and date of delivery. The signature of the responsible person is not necessary but 
is recommended if the inspection is delivered in person. This information is 
required on the Violation Notice form but is optional on the other forms. CACs 
must, however, use some method to document that the inspection was delivered 
to the responsible person. 

Heading and Information blocks 

All heading and information blocks must be completed unless the specific 
form instructions allow for leaving a block blank. If the information is not 
available on site, it can be added later. If the information cannot be provided, 
explain in the subject space or in the “Remarks section.” (e.g., 
“TELEPHONE NUMBER – Mr. Smith does not have a telephone.”) If the 
information is unknown, unavailable, not determined or not applicable, 
document the circumstances appropriately. 

Adding Information to the Inspection “After the Fact” (or after the 
“Inspection Acknowledged By” block has been signed) 

There are a number of items on each form such as an individual or business 
license number, permit/operator identification number, site identification 
number, mailing address, NOI submitted, etc. where the information may not 
be available to the inspector at the time of inspection. Document why the 
requirement(s) could not be addressed during the inspection in the “Remarks 
section” of the inspection report. When the requirement has been addressed, 
provide a copy of the inspection report to the employer or property operator. 
This information is required to adequately document and evaluate an 
inspection. 

Continued on next page 

13 

PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Chapter 1 General Procedures 



     
    

 
 

 

 

 
1. Complete 
Inspections 
(continued)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
   

 
 

 
 
 

   
 

 
   

General Requirements, Continued 

It is acceptable to add this type of information after the “Inspection  
Acknowledged By” has been signed. This information must be completed 
prior to submitting the inspection to DPR. If violations are noted, the 
information must be completed prior to delivering a copy of the inspection to 
the responsible person. 

When no violations are noted, it is recommended that if there are any 
substantive changes (items that would be of interest or concern to the 
responsible person) a copy of the completed inspection be provided to the 
responsible person. 

2. Advance  
Notice  

Inspections should not be conducted by  appointment or with advance notice  
to the company being inspected unless necessary  for reasons of efficiency  
(e.g., Pest  Control Headquarter  Inspections where it is necessary to have the 
owner or supervisor present or where entry to the use site is restricted).  

Continued on next page 
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General Requirements, Continued 

3. Compliance  
assistance 
inspections  

Some counties conduct compliance assistance inspections. For example, a 
business will request that the CAC observe the business’ operation and 
determine if the business complies with all applicable pesticide laws and 
regulations. The CAC agrees not to take enforcement action against the 
business for violations found. 

The CAC may use an inspection form as a checklist or for documentation 
purposes, but it must be clearly labeled as a compliance inspection. Print 
“compliance inspection” at the top of the inspection form. Leave the follow-
up and complete/partial boxes blank. An inspection conducted in this manner 
would be considered invalid as an enforcement inspection and must not be 
submitted to DPR or counted as an inspection on the PRAMR. 

4.  Legibility  Inspection reports must be legible. Illegible or poorly written inspections 
weaken the effectiveness of the report as an enforcement tool and as a 
compliance notice to the inspected person. If DPR staff is unable to enter the 
data from the inspection report due to illegibility, the inspection report may 
be returned to the county. 

The inspector must  print  all information and remarks on the inspection report. 
Use complete sentences. If  you run out of space in the “Remarks” section, 
utilize the Inspection Report Supplement (PR-ENF-111) to continue. Do not  
print more than can be easily  read in  the “Remarks” section or print along the  
margins of the inspection report.  Remember others will read your inspection 
report; assure that it is a legible  and professional report  that accurately reflects  
your observations.  

 

 
5. Labeling  
review  and 
signature 
requirement  for 
application 
inspections  
(Aerial)  

Observations of an application cannot be counted as a complete inspection 
unless the labeling of the pesticide(s) used is reviewed, and the applicator or a 
representative of the applicator (such as a flagger or spotter), is requested to 
sign the inspection report. This includes aerial applications. 

If there is no labeling or representative on site, and the mix/load site is outside 
the county, arrange with your supervisor to contact the CAC of that county to 
develop a procedure for visiting the mix/load site. Time spent on observations 
of applications that do not include a review of labeling or request a signature 
of the inspected person  may be counted under surveillance hours on the 
PRAMR. 
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 Conducting the  Inspection  

 
1. Arriving  at 
the  inspection 
site  

 
   

 
 

 
  

  
   

   
 

 

When possible, observe the activity to be inspected from a distance or before 
the handlers or workers see you and note what PPE items are being worn and 
other relevant conditions. (See Requirements Section (f) Determining 
Compliance Status on page 25). 

Upon arrival at the inspection site, introduce yourself to the person 
responsible for the operation and explain why you are there. Provide 
identification if requested. Interview the supervisor or crew leader, if 
available, as well as handlers or fieldworkers to determine compliance with 
the “Requirements” and other laws and regulations that apply to the pesticide 
use activity. Example interview questions for employees and supervisors can 
be found in Appendix 2 of this manual. 

 
2. Reviewing 
labeling  and 
collecting 
evidence  

 
  

     
 

  
  

 
 

When conducting use monitoring inspections, always review the pesticide 
labeling on site and compare the labeling instructions with the activities 
observed. When necessary or appropriate, collect evidence (such as 
photographs, statements, copies of documents, residue or environmental 
samples, etc.) to support violations you have noted. Use the “Remarks” 
section to document any evidence collected. 

 
3. Talking  to 
employees  / 
employers  

  
   

 
  

   
 

   
 

  
 
    

 
   

 
  

 
 

  
  

 
  

a) Importance of Bilingual Personnel 
Many aspects of pesticide safety requirements, particularly WPS 
requirements, depend on employee behavior and their understanding of safety 
procedures and information. It is important for inspectors to communicate 
effectively with employees when determining compliance with many of the 
inspection criteria. CACs are encouraged to utilize bilingual personnel 
effectively. CACs are also encouraged to explore available translation 
resources in their counties. CAC strategies for coping with language barriers 
may be included in their enforcement work plan. 

b) Conducting Interviews 
Inspections must include interviews with the employer or the person 
supervising the activity and one or more handlers or workers. Document the 
number and type of persons interviewed in the appropriate space on the 
inspection form and, if necessary, the “Remarks” section. 

When an inspection is conducted, and you are unable to interview the 
employer or either handler or worker employees, you must provide an 
explanation in the “Remarks” section as to why you were unable to conduct 

Continued on next page 
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Conducting the Inspection, Continued 

3. Talking  to 
employees  / 
employers 
(continued)  

these interviews. If you are unable to conduct employee interviews due to a 
language barrier, document that information on the inspection. If known, state 
the language that is understood by the person(s) you attempted to interview. 

Other reasons for not conducting an interview could include: 
• No employer or supervisor was available on site. 
• No employees are employed at the time of the inspection. 
• Employer does not consent to allow employees to be interviewed. 
• Employee does not consent to be interviewed. 

Interviews with handlers and workers are conducted separately from 
employer interviews, ideally away from any management personnel. If 
necessary, try to arrange to have an interpreter available to conduct employee 
interviews. Use of an interpreter employed by the company being inspected 
should be utilized only as a last resort. 

Interviews include questions about compliance with specific inspection 
criteria. Interviews also include questions about the basic operation of the 
business such as identifying problems with employer refusal to provide 
required equipment or materials, employee refusal to utilize required PPE, 
past exposures and notification practices. See Appendix 2 for more 
instructions on conducting interviews. 
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Completing the Inspection Report  

1. General  
standard  

All relevant information spaces must be filled out appropriately. If the 
information is unknown, write “unknown” or “unk” in the space and explain 
in the “Remarks” section. Information that is not available on site but can be 
determined after you leave the inspection site may be added later. This 
information must be completed prior to submitting the inspection to DPR. 

The following instructions are for information spaces found on most or all 
inspection forms. Refer to the specific instructions for each inspection form  
for additional directions in properly completing that form. 

 
2. Complete/
partial  
inspection  

 Check the “Complete” or “Partial” box based on the following:  

Complete 
Check the “Complete” box if you are performing a complete original 
inspection or if you are documenting a follow-up inspection that is a complete 
inspection. Follow-up inspections are considered complete inspections if they 
are conducted in accordance with this Inspection Procedure Manual and 
compliance with all applicable requirements for the inspection are determined.  

Partial 
Check the “Partial” box if the inspection is not a complete inspection. Using 
the inspection form for purposes other than performing a complete 
enforcement inspection (such as documenting a violation or performing a 
follow-up inspection) is a “PARTIAL” inspection.  Partial inspections 
typically note only one or a few requirements, such as spot-checking training 
records for a certain person(s); checking that signs, training forms, or other 
requirements have been brought into compliance; verifying that equipment 
has been repaired or personal protective equipment is available or being used.  

Continued on next page 
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inspection   

 
 

 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
  

  
  

  
 

  
 

 
                                                                                        

 
 

 

Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

Follow-Up Inspection – Check Box  

Whenever  you are performing a  follow-up inspection, check the  “Follow-Up  
Inspection” box and record the  original inspection report number. Follow-up 
inspections must always  have the appropriate box  marked as  “Complete” or  
“Partial”.  Follow-up inspections must be documented on a separate 
inspection form. Follow-up inspections do not need to be the same type of 
inspection as the original inspection that found a violation, but must report on 
the status of a violation found on the original inspection. 

 
4. Inspecting  
County  

 

Print the name of the county y ou work for in the  space provided. Do not  
abbreviate or use county  code numbers.  

 
5. Information 
blocks  

This information generally applies to each inspection form. Not all blocks  
will appear on each inspection form. There are some blocks unique to certain  
forms; refer to the chapters in this manual for each inspection for instructions  
on blocks not covered here. The following blocks  are not necessarily listed in 
the order they  appear on each inspection form.  

Equipment Used/Method of Application 
This space appears only on the Inspection Report/Violation Notice 
Supplement form.  This space may be used to document the type of equipment 
used in the application and/or the mix/load operation. 

a)  Firm/Person Inspected 
Print the name of the firm or person being inspected. “Firm” includes such 
entities as a business, grower, government agency, school, etc. Print the 
business name as it is shown on the license. 

b) Individual License Number 
Check the applicable box for the type of license held by the individual 
supervising the activity being inspected and record their license/certificate 
number. If an individual license or certificate is not necessary for the pesticide 
activity observed, indicate “N/R” (not required). If the individual is operating 
as a commercial or private applicator without the required license, indicate 
“UNL” (unlicensed). 

Continued on next page 
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Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

5. Information 
blocks  
(continued)  

 
     

    
     

 
    
      

 

License Codes: 
QAL – Qualified Applicator License JP – Journeyman Pilot QAC 
– Qualified Applicator Certificate OPR – Structural Operator 
PAC – Private Applicator Certificate FR – Field Representative 
PCA  – Pest Control Adviser APP  – Registered Applicator* 
AP – Apprentice Pilot UNL – Unlicensed 
DA – Designated Agent N/R – License Not required 
* This is the designation for a structural licensed applicator. 
 
    

 
 

    
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
     

 
 

 
   

c) Business Type / Permit or Operator ID Number / Business License 
Number 

Business Type  
Indicate the “Business Type” by checking the applicable box. If the firm is 
operating legally without a license or permit, check “N/R” (not required). 
Check “UNL” (unlicensed) if the firm is not licensed or permitted and 
performing an activity that requires a license or permit. 

Property Operator - a category used to capture those entities that are 
conducting an activity on property they own or control such as growers or 
government agencies. 

Pest control business (PCB) – a category for firms operating as a pest control 
business (other than structural). DPR issues this business license. 

Maintenance Gardener – a subcategory of PCB for businesses that apply 
pesticides incidental to landscape maintenance. 

Structural pest control business (SPCB) – a category for businesses that apply 
pesticides in or near structures to control pests that invade structures. The 
principal office is designated by “PR”. The branch office is designated by 
“BR”. Check the appropriated box on PR-ENF-110. 
 
Note: When performing a Pest Control Adviser Records  Inspection (PR- 
ENF-109), check “N/R” for business type.  
 
 

Continued on next page 
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Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

 
5. Information 
blocks  
(continued)  

Permit / Operator ID Number 
If you checked the Property Operator box,  list the permit or operator ID 
number or check the “not required” (N/R) or “unlicensed” (UNL) box. 
NOTE: If the Property Operator has a permit, but the pesticide(s) being used 
does not require a permit, list the permit number and check “N/R.” 

If the firm/person applying the pesticide does not have a permit or ID number 
and the pesticide(s) being used does not require a permit or operator ID 
number, check the N/R box.  If the pesticide(s) being used  requires a permit, 
but the property operator does not possess a restricted materials permit for the 
pesticide(s) or for the location, then check the “UNL” box. If the firm/person 
applying the pesticide is applying pesticides in a manner that requires an 
operator I.D. number but does not have an operator I.D. number. Document 
the violation and explain the circumstances in the “Remarks” section. 

Business License Number 
List the entire business license number for the business type that you checked. 
Whenever possible, include the full number issued to branch offices. For 
example, ABC Company has a main (or principal) office and 3 branch 
locations. The main office license number would be 5 digits (00001) and the 
branch office numbers include the main number plus a 5-digit extension 
(00001-00001). 

d) Firm Mailing Address 
List the entire address (including city and zip code). If more space is needed, 
use the “Remarks” section. 

e) Property Operator 
Print the name of the person that has primary control over activities 
performed on the property. Control may be gained through ownership, rent, 
lease or contract agreement. If the name is the same as “Firm Inspected” you 
may print “Same.” 

f)  Property Location/Site ID 
Print the physical location (such as address, cross streets, canal/gate, or other 
standardized location references). For production plant agriculture sites, 
include the site identification number. 

Continued on next page 
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Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

g) Telephone Number 
Print the telephone number, including area code, of the responsible person. 

h) Commodity/Site 
Print the name of the commodity or site (e.g. where the pesticide is being 
treated. Verify that the commodity or site is listed on the labeling. If the 
labeling list sites in general terms (e.g. cole crops), print the specific 
commodity (e.g. broccoli). Check the box to indicate if the application is for 
production agriculture or other (e.g. right-of-way, landscape) 

i) Wind Velocity and Direction 
Determine the wind velocity, preferably with an instrument such as a wind 
gauge or anemometer, and record on the line provided. Determine wind 
direction, preferably with an instrument such as a compass, and record in the 
manner indicated. Example: “East to West” or “SW to NE.” 

j)  Method of Application 
Check the appropriate box indicating the method the pesticide(s) was applied: 
• Aerial – applications by fixed-wing aircraft or helicopter. 
• Chemigation – applications in which pesticides are applied via 
irrigation systems, such as sprinkler irrigation, drip irrigation, or furrow 
irrigation.  

• Fumigation Method – applications of fumigations, also print the 
method code in the space provided. 

• Hand held – applications made by an individual with hand held 
equipment, such as a backpack sprayer, hand held spray or granular 
container, hand held spray gun or wand connected by hose to a spray 
tank or hand application of vertebrate pest control baits such as 
aluminum phosphide tablets. 

• Ground Rig – applications made by machinery such as a tractor or 
granular spreader. 

• Other – applications such as dipping, drenching, fogging or aerosol 
misting or other method not described above. Specify the application 
method in the space provided. 

The methods are listed in a hierarchy. The first method listed that applies to the 
application inspected should be checked. This is necessary since you may only 
check one method and some applications may employ a combination of methods. 

Continued on  next  page  
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Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

5. Information 
blocks  
(continued)  

Example 1: You perform a Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation on a metam 
fumigation that will be applied via “Chemigation”. In this case you would check the 
“Fume” box. 
Example 2: You perform a Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection on an 
application where handlers direct hoses by hand and the hoses are connected to 
a “Ground Rig”. In this case you would check the “Hand Held” box. 

k) Adjacent Environment 
Some inspection report forms have an adjacent environment diagram. Print the 
type of site that is adjacent on each side of the treated area. If a road is 
adjacent to the treated area, do not print only “road.” Example: If a road 
separated the treated area from a cotton field or a residence, the more 
appropriate designation would be “road/cotton” or “road/residential.” 

l) Supervisor Interviewed 
Print the name of the person supervising or the foreman overseeing the 
pesticide use or fieldwork activity. Indicate whether or not you spoke to the 
supervisor during the inspection by checking the appropriate “YES” or “NO” 
box. 

6. Handler  / 
Activity  /  PPE 
Worn  Block  

a)  Handler(s) Name / # Interviewed 
Print the name(s) of the handler(s) involved in the pesticide use activity. Use 
the “Remarks” section or the Inspection Report Supplement if more space is 
needed. Document the number of handlers you spoke with (interviewed) 
during the inspection. 
b) Activity 
Document each handler’s activity (for example, applicator, mixer/loader, hose 
puller) next to each listed person’s name. Use the “Remarks” section or the 
Inspection Report Supplement if more space is needed. 
c) Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Worn 
Document PPE worn by each person listed under “Handler’s Name” as you 
observed it upon arriving on site or upon initiation of handling activity. Use 
the “Remarks” section or the Inspection Report Supplement if necessary. 

Use the “Remarks” section to record PPE not worn as required by labeling or 
regulation. Check “NO” in the “REQUIREMENTS” section under 
“COMPLIANCE” for FAC § 12973 and/or 3CCR § 6738, as applicable. 

If handling activity is ongoing when you arrive on site and handlers put on 
required PPE in response to your arrival, check “NO” for FAC § 12973 
and/or 3CCR § 6738, as applicable in the “REQUIREMENTS” section and 

Continued on  next  page  
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Completing the Inspection Report, Continued 

6. Handler  / 
Activity  /  
PPE Worn  
Block  
(continued)  
 

document  the specifics in the “Remarks” section or in the Inspection Report  
Supplement. Example: “Handler John Smith put  on rubber  gloves  at my  
request.”  

7. Pesticide  
information 
block  

Labeling Information 
If the container and its labeling is not available on site and you obtain any of 
the information listed below (a–d) from other means, note the source in the 
“Remarks” section or in an Inspection Report Supplement. 

a)  Pesticide Name / Manufacturer 
Print the entire pesticide product name (trade name) and the manufacturer or 
registrant’s name from the product container labeling in the space provided. 
Example: Di-Syston 15G / Bayer, Tri-Con 57/43 / Tri-Cal. 

b) Labeling Registration Number 
Document the U.S. EPA or California registration number from the product 
container labeling. Double check the registration number(s) you document on 
the inspection form. Inspections with incorrect registration numbers may 
jeopardize enforcement actions.. 

c) Signal Word 
Record the signal word from the product container labeling. Some pesticides are 
not required to have a signal word, in these cases indicate “None” in the box. 

d) Formulation (abbreviated as “Form” on some inspections) Document 
the pesticide formulation as listed on the product container labeling, such 
as L, WP, SP or DF. Not all labeling actually include the formulation type 
in the pesticide product name (for example, emulsifiable concentrate or 
EC). If you cannot determine the formulation from the labeling, work 
order, handler or mixer/loader, then indicate “Unknown” in this block. 

e)  Rate / Dilution (on applicable forms) 
Document the rate, such as lbs/acre, oz/1000 square feet or percent solution 
from your observations, interviewing the applicator or reviewing the work 
order, pest control recommendation, or Notice of Intent (NOI). 

List the dilution from your observations, interviewing the applicator or 
reviewing the work order, pest control recommendation, or NOI. Some 
products are not diluted, but come as “Ready to Use” or “RTU.” 
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General  
information

a) Counting Inspections as Complete 
 The “REQUIREMENTS” section of the various inspection forms list laws  

and regulations that most commonly apply to operations for the type of  
inspection being conducted. In order for  an inspection to count as a  
complete inspection, each requirement box must be  addressed.  

b) Unlisted Requirements 
If you observe a violation or want to document the compliance status of a 
law, regulation, or county requirement not listed on the inspection form, 
then use the blank line(s) provided after the last requirement and before 
the “Total” to write a brief description for the law, regulation, or county 
requirement and the appropriate section number. Use the “Remarks” 
section or the Inspection Report Supplement if more space is needed. 

c) Intentionally “Unchecked” Requirements 
There may be occasions in which you intentionally do not mark one of the 
compliance choices for a particular requirement at the time of an 
inspection because the information is not readily available, such as 
verifying whether handlers have been trained or if a Notice of Intent 
(NOI) was submitted. This information must be completed prior to 
submitting the inspection to DPR.  If violations are noted, a copy of the 
completed inspection must be delivered to the responsible person. 

In some cases, verifying the information may be difficult because the 
information is located in another county. In those cases, contact your 
supervisor. Your supervisor may consult with the CAC of that county to 
determine how best to proceed. 

d) Compliance Boxes 
The compliance block has three columns labeled “YES,” “NO,” or “N/A” 
(not applicable). Check only the appropriate box for each requirement. 

e) Shaded Boxes 
Shaded boxes generally indicate unacceptable, illogical, or invalid 
observations and should not be checked. If you determine that checking a 
shaded box is appropriate, provide an explanation in the “Remarks” 
section or on the Inspection Report Supplement. 

Continued on next page 
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Requirements Section, Continued 

General  
information 
(continued)  

f)  Determining Compliance Status 
Compliance status must be based on the initial observations or findings of 
the inspector. Record the PPE worn by handlers upon the inspector’s 
arrival on site or made by the inspector remotely (e.g. with binoculars) 
prior to arriving on site. Failure of a handler to wear gloves or eye 
protection during a mix/load would be checked “NO” on the inspection 
form even if later during the inspection they wear the appropriate 
equipment. Explain in the “Remarks” section how the handler came to 
wear the PPE (e.g., “At my request….”, or “Upon my arrival…”). 

There may be times when an aspect of the activity is not observed. 
Example: You arrive on site in time to witness a pesticide being loaded 
and agitated, however, you did not see if a measuring device was properly 
used. 

In this case, you would make observations, such as looking for the 
presence of a measuring device and noting its condition, and asking the 
mixer/loader questions, such as whether a measuring device was used and 
how. Based on your observations and interviews, you would make a 
determination and mark the Compliance column either “YES” or “NO.” 
If you are not confident of your determination you should provide an 
explanation of how the compliance status of that requirement was 
determined in the “Remarks” section. 

g) Appropriate Use of “Not Applicable” (N/A) 
“N/A” should be used only to document that the law or regulation is not 
applicable to the activity or operation being inspected. Example: An 
employee handler is using a pesticide that has labeling that does not 
require eye protection, yet he has an emergency eyewash bottle on his 
belt. 

A common error made by inspectors is to record a “YES” in the 
compliance column although the requirement does not apply to the 
activity. In this case, the inspector should record, “Eyewash Immediately 
Available” as “N/A” and note in the “Remarks” section that the handler 
did have emergency eyewash available. If you are unsure if a regulation is 
applicable to a particular set of conditions being inspected, review the 
“Scope” and “Exemptions” of the regulation in this manual. 
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Compliance Actions Section  

General  
information  

a)  Follow-up Required 
Any time  a violation(s) is noted on an inspection form  and it is not corrected 
by the user during the inspection, a timely follow-up inspection is required 
(violations corrected by the CAC staff for safety purposes still require a  
follow-up inspection). You should check “YES” in the “Follow-up Required”  
box. If for  any reason a follow-up inspection cannot be performed, check  
“YES” in the “Follow-up Required” box and explain in the “Remarks”  
section why the follow-up inspection could not be performed.  

Examples: 
• This field labor contractor is leaving the county tomorrow and will not 
return until next year. 

• There are no more applications planned until next season. 

Follow-up inspections must be documented on a separate inspection form. 
Record the serial number of the original inspection form on the specified line 
at the top of the follow-up inspection form. 

b) Correct Non-compliances By: 

If no violations are noted, print “N/A” to complete this box appropriately. Do 
not indicate or imply that the business can continue to operate in violation. A 
date listed in this block represents the date when the violation(s) must be 
corrected, not the date of the follow-up inspection. 

Safety Hazard – If the violation(s) represents a potential safety hazard, use 
wording such as “immediately,” “prior to the next  application,” or similar  
wording  to appropriately inform  the responsible party of the need to correct  
the problem.  

c)  Cease and Desist Orders, FAC § 11737, § 11897 and § 13102 
Check the Cease and Desist boxes appropriately. If you do not use a FAC § 
11737, § 11897 or § 13102 order to cease the activity being inspected, check 
the “NO” box. 

The CAC has cease and desist authority under three laws in the FAC. The 
main differences between the three laws are the types of persons to whom 
they apply and the threshold required to trigger the order. The CAC should 
develop guidelines for their staff regarding when and how to implement cease 
and desist orders. 

Continued on next page 
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FAC § 11737 provides the CAC the authority to cease the operation of any 
equipment or facility that is unsuitable. (See chart below for scope and 
limitations). 

FAC § 11897 and § 13102 provide the CAC with the authority to cease 
operations of a pesticide-related activity that creates an “immediate or 
imminent hazard.” FAC § 13102 applies to all persons; FAC § 11897 applies 
only to licensees. FAC § 11737 applies to all persons but does not require that 
an immediate hazard be present or imminent. See the table below for 
information on these three laws 

If an inspected pesticide-related activity is stopped using any of the cease and 
desist sections, the inspector should circle the appropriate number, check the 
“YES” box, and document the reason(s) for the order and the conditions for 
resuming operation in the “Remarks” section. 

Orders pursuant to FAC  § 11897 and § 13102 may  be  appealed to the director, 
thus DPR requests that these orders be documented fully on the inspection 
form  and  separately on either a Violation Notice (VN) or in a letter on CAC  
letterhead.  
 

Continued on next page 
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General  
information 
(continued)  

The following c hart provides information on FAC § 11897, § 13102, and 
§ 11737. The commissioner and county  counsel should provide CAC staff  
with direction on the use  of these laws  
 

 Law Name   Appeal 
Process  

Action  Does Not  
 Apply To: 

Comment  

FAC  §  Cease  Yes    Used to stop licensee Non licensee  Need to  
11897 and    actions that are creating operations   document on a 

  Desist  To DPR  an immediate hazard or  Violation Notice 
  Applies to Order  Director  irreparable damage.  or in a letter  
  Division 6 

 CFAC § 11401 
-   § 12408 and  
related  

 
 Describe the 

 immediate or 
 regulations  imminent hazard 

FAC §  Cease  Yes    Used to stop an activity  Need to  
13102 and   by any person that is  document on a 

  Desist  To DPR creating an immediate  Violation Notice 
  Applies to Order  Director   hazard or irreparable or in a letter  
  Division 7 

   FAC § 12500 -
§ 15340 and 
related  

 regulations 

damage.  
 

 (This is the only C&D section 
   that can be used for structural 

 pest control companies).  

 
 Describe the 

 immediate or 
 imminent hazard 

FAC  §  Cease   No, but  Used to order any person    • Structural Document  
11737 and if order  to cease operation of any   pest control reason(s) for 

 
  Applies to 
   Division 6 & 7 

  (FAC § 12501 
- § 15340) 
 and related  

 regulations 

 Desist 
Order  

is 
violated, 

 CAC 
 can 

bring an 
action in 

 Superior 
 Court 

 equipment or facility 
 which is unsuitable or 

being operated:  
  • By an incompetent or 
unqualified person  
  • In violation of laws or 

 regulations 

 • Incidental 
 Seed 

Treatment  
  • Live capture/ 
removal/ 
exclusion of 

 bees, wasps,  
 vertebrates 

 • Household/ 
Industrial 

 issuing the Cease 
 and Desist Order 

in “Remarks” 
 section 

 
 May also issue a 

Violation   Notice 
 or letter 

 Sanitation 
 • Preservative 

 treatments of 
 fabrics or 

structural  
materials  

 
. 

29 
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Chapter 1 General Procedures 



 

      
    

 

 

  

 
    

 
 

 
  

 

 
   

  

  
 

 
  

  
 

  
 

    
 

   
 

 
 

  

Violation Notice 

Violation  
Notice  

Any inspection that documents that any law or regulation is not in compliance 
is a notice of violation. If  your inspection found no violations, check the  
“NO” box. If  you document any violation on the inspection form, check the  
“YES” box.  

If you also issue a Violation Notice form or take some other additional 
compliance action, you may note that in the “Remarks” section. 

a)  Violation Notice Number 
You may assign the Violation Notice number according to your county 
procedures. DPR recommends that you use the inspection number found in 
the top right corner of the inspection form. 

b) Two (2) “Violation Notice” Blocks 
These are included on both Structural Use Monitoring Inspection Report 
forms. This accommodates the request by some CACs that the same 
inspection form can serve as a Violation Notice issued to the licensee, as well 
as a Violation Notice issued to the employer. 

Two Violation Notice blocks are also included on the Field and Commodity 
Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection Report form. This allows for the 
documentation of Violation Notices issued to the pest control business 
(PCB) performing the fumigation and the permittee. 

Two Violation Notice blocks are also included on the Field Worker Safety 
Inspection Report. This allows for the documentation of Violation Notices 
issued to the farm labor contractor and the operator of the property. 

Note: Use of the second Violation Notice block is optional. If both Violation 
Notice blocks are used, clearly identify the violation(s) and the responsible 
person/firm for each violation notice. 
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“Remarks” Section 

Use of 
“Remarks” 
section 

Follow these instructions when documenting information in the “Remarks” 
section or the Inspection Report/VN Supplement form. 

a)  Utilizing the “Remarks” Section 
Use the “Remarks” section to carry over information from other places on the 
inspection form, to describe any condition or situation you deem relevant and 
to provide a detailed explanation of violations noted on the inspection.  Use 
the Inspection Report/VN Supplement (PR-ENF-111) when more space is 
needed. 

Types of information to be documented in the “Remarks” section and the 
Inspection Report/VN Supplement form: 
• Circumstances related to violations documented. 
• Identification and relevant information on any evidence collected. 
• Any corrective measures taken or required. 
• Reasons for not conducting required interviews (if due to language 
barrier, identify language). 

• Any information that does not fit in the spaces provided on the form. 
• The source of any pesticide labeling information not derived from 
labeling on site. 

• Explanation of any cease and desist order issued. 
• Explanation if a required follow-up inspection is not performed. 
• Explanation of any deviation from the inspection standards. 

b) Providing Adequate Explanation(s) 
Whenever violations are noted, they must be adequately described or 
explained in this section. Descriptions must be printed in complete sentences. 
When PPE violations are noted, you must state whether the PPE was 
available on site. The exact nature and circumstances of the violation must be 
described. Any information that will be needed or useful in prosecuting the 
violation(s) must be documented. 

Examples: 
Adequate – “Joe Smith was observed mixing and loading Bravo. He was not 
wearing a dust/mist-filtering respirator as required by the labeling. No 
respirators were available on site.” 

Inadequate – “One of the mixers/loaders was not wearing all labeling-
required PPE” or “Violation of  § 6739.” 

Continued on next page 
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“Remarks” Section, Continued 

c) Organize your Remarks 
Remember that your remarks are documentary evidence that must be read and 
understood by the person inspected, the responsible person, the hearing 
advocate, the hearing officer and others.  Separate and label the description of 
each violation. One way to accomplish this is to label each description with 
the requirement number that was in violation. 

d) Optional Use 
You may also use the “Remarks” section or the Inspection Report/VN 
Supplement to document the disposition of an inspection report that will be 
completed after the fact. Example: “Partially completed form was given to the 
supervisor on site. The completed form was mailed to Max Jones of Jones 
Farms on 09/20/07.” 
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Acknowledgement Section 

 
Acknowledge- 
ment  Section  

a) Inspector – Name / Signature 
Print your name legibly; if more than one CAC inspector participated in the 
inspection, you may include both names and signatures in the appropriate 
blocks. 

b) Inspection Acknowledged By 
Have the person at the inspection site sign the form to acknowledge it, 
whether or not violations were found. This identifies the person who was 
inspected for the employer’s information and provides evidence that you 
conducted the inspection. 

Indicate the status of the person signing the inspection form by checking 
either the “Employee” or the “Owner” box (the “Employee/Owner” box 
on the supplemental form ENF-111). 

Print the inspected person’s name legibly. The inspected person must be 
requested to sign the inspection form in the space provided. If appropriate, 
explain to the inspected person that his/her signature is not an admission of 
guilt. If the inspected person refuses to sign the form, write “Refused to Sign” 
in the Signature block. 

If you are unable to get the person to sign for any other reason explain in this 
space or in the “Remarks” section. The signature of the inspected person is 
not required for Pre-Application Site Evaluations. 

c) Time and Date Inspected 
Make sure to note the date of inspection and the time  you signed the  
inspection. Use month/day/year notation for the  date. Example - 
April 5, 2007 would read 04/05/07. Use military  time notation. Example  - 
1:30 p.m. would read 1330; 8:00 a.m. would read 0800. 

d) Date Acknowledged 
Print the date the acknowledgement signature was obtained. 
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Notification Information Section 

Notification 
information 

When a violation is documented on an inspection it is required that the 
inspection be delivered to the responsible person. (See When Violations are 
Found on page 35). Space for documenting this information is provided on 
forms PR-ENF-101 (Violation Notice), PR-ENF-102 (Pesticide Pre-
Application Site Evaluation) and PR-ENF-111 (Inspection Report/VN 
Supplement). Print the name of the responsible person and document the 
method and date of delivery. The signature of the responsible person is not 
necessary but is recommended if the inspection is delivered in person. This 
information is required on the Violation Notice form but is optional on the 
other forms. CACs must, however, use some method to document that the 
inspection was delivered to the responsible person. 

This information is included on the Inspection Report/VN Supplement and 
not on the inspection report forms since it is only needed when violations are 
found and it is presumed that an adequate explanation of a violation will 
require the use of the supplement form. 

Complete this section only if a violation is noted on the inspection or the 
application evaluated on a Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation is 
denied. 

a) Report Delivered to Responsible Person (Notification Method on 
Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation) 

Check the appropriate box to indicate how the completed inspection was 
delivered to the responsible person. If “Other” is checked, print the method in 
the space provided. 

b) Responsible Person (Applicator Notified on Pesticide Pre-Application 
Site Evaluation) 

Print the name of the person responsible for the violation noted. Check the 
appropriate box indicating if the responsible person is an employee or the 
owner of the business inspected. When delivering the inspection in person, 
ask the responsible person to sign the form in the space provided. 

c) Date Delivered 
Provide the date that the inspection form was delivered to the responsible 
person. Also include the time notified on the Pesticide Pre-Application Site 
Evaluation. 
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When Violations are Found 

Notification 
of the 
responsible 
person 

You must notify the responsible person of any violation(s) found during an 
inspection. When the responsible person is not at the inspection site you can 
mail, fax, deliver electronically, or deliver a hard copy of the completed 
inspection to the person or firm. DPR recommends that you make personal 
contact with the responsible person to determine any mitigation measures 
being taken to prevent future violations. 

Document the method of delivery and the date delivered in the space provided 
at the bottom of the supplement form. See Notification Information above. 

When you provide a copy of the inspection to the responsible person, you 
must provide him or her with written information regarding their liability to 
civil penalties. A copy of the DPR outreach document, Pesticide Safety: It’s 
The Law - To: Employer of Pesticide Handlers and/or Field Workers or other 
appropriate outreach document may be used for this purpose. 

 
Follow-up 
inspections  

A follow-up inspection must be made when a violation is noted and not  
corrected by the person inspected during the inspection. Follow-up 
inspections are performed to verify that violations are corrected and that  
businesses do not continue to operate in an unsafe manner.  A compliance 
action  or enforcement  action does not affect the need to perform a  follow-up 
inspection. 

A follow-up inspection may be a repeated inspection of the same type, a 
subsequent inspection of a different type or a combination of inspections. 
Example: A violation based on poorly maintained PPE noted during a 
Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection may be followed-up by conducting a 
Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspection to determine PPE cleaning, 
maintenance, replacement and storage practices. 

You may count your follow-up inspection as a complete inspection only if it 
meets the requirements of a new complete inspection and the inspection is 
performed on a new activity. If you only inspect the requirements that were in 
violation, document it as a partial inspection. 

Enforcement  
Action  

When a violation is recorded on an inspection, the  compliance history of the  
business inspected must be reviewed. Determine if an enforcement action is  
appropriate based on the  type and  circumstances of the violation found and 
the compliance history of the business. See 3CCR § 6128 and § 6130.  
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Chapter 2:  Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation   
(PR-ENF-102)  

Purpose  A site evaluation conducted before the application is the final step in the permit 
evaluation process for an intended application under the certified functional 
equivalency program. Pre-Application Evaluations are performed on proposed 
applications that require a Restricted Materials Permit.  Restricted Materials 
Permit applications are subject to many of the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act, (CEQA). See also Pesticide Use Enforcement 
Program Standards Compendium Volume 3 
Restricted Materials and Permitting, Chapter 8 

Denials  When conducting a Pre-Application Site Evaluation, your responsibility is to: 
• Determine if the site matches the description in the Restricted Material 
Permit and the Notice of Intent (NOI). 

• Evaluate the basis for the intended application. 
• Determine if the proposed application can be made safely. 
• Assess compliance with relevant laws, regulations and permit conditions. 
• Record your observations. 

If you determine that the site or other characteristic of the proposed 
application differs significantly from the permit or NOI, the application 
should be denied or modified to address any hazards and to comply with all 
relevant pesticide laws, regulations and permit conditions. 

Site selection  Prioritize the sites to be evaluated based on the toxicity of the pesticide, the 
proximity of sensitive areas, the potential for adverse effects, and the 
individual’s noncompliance record.  An on-site evaluation and a written 
recommendation review are conducted to assess the situation prior to 
application. This is intended to provide the CAC with the opportunity to 
mitigate any possible hazards by conditioning or denying the notice of intent 
or modifying the restricted materials permit. 

The CAC is responsible for knowing local conditions, including 
meteorological conditions and areas that may be adversely impacted by 
pesticide applications. Evaluate the potential hazard to nearby dwellings 
(homes, labor camps), buildings, recreational areas, schools, people not 
involved in the application (including those people likely to be performing 

Continued on next page 
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Pesticide Pre-Application Site  Evaluation, Continued  

Site selection  
(continued)  

field work at the time of  the application), susceptible crops, bees, animals  
(livestock, pets), endangered or threatened species  and any other sensitive 
areas.  DPR’s Prescribe program, which provides information on the locations  
of endangered or threatened species and the mitigation  measures  
recommended for these areas, can be found at:  
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/endspec/prescint.htm 

Use for  non-
agricultural  
permit  
monitoring  

Although this evaluation form was not designed for use in evaluating non- 
agricultural permit uses pursuant to 3CCR § 6436, it may be used for that  
purpose. See Chapter 8 of the PUE Program Standards Compendium Volume  
3 Restricted Materials  and Permitting.  

When evaluating a non-agricultural site check “N/A” for requirements 1 and 3 
[3CCR § 6434 and § 6428(c)] as they apply only to agricultural permit uses. 
Evaluate the basis for the application pursuant to 3CCR § 6430 and § 6432 
(not 3CCR § 6426(a) as listed on the form). 

Complete all applicable parts of the form and use the “Remarks” section to 
identify any concerns. 
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Information Blocks Specific to the Pre-Application Site  Inspection  
A completed Pre-Application Site Evaluation must address all applicable requirements, as well 
as the completion of all other informational blocks on the form. 

Information/  
header spaces  

Provide all of the information requested at the top of the form. If some of the 
information is not available on site, you can add it later. If certain information 
is unknown, unavailable or not applicable indicate this by printing an 
appropriate designation in the space provided. All information boxes must be 
addressed in order to consider the document a complete evaluation. An 
“Acknowledged By” signature is not required for a pre-application site 
evaluation 

Operator of the 
Property 
Evaluated 

Print the name of the person that has primary control over activities 
performed on the property. Control may be gained through ownership, rent, 
lease or contract agreement. The laws and regulations listed in the 
“REQUIREMENTS” section apply to the property operator even if the 
proposed application is to be performed by a pest control business (PCB) and 
the PCB submitted the NOI 

Mailing 
Address  

Print the mailing address of the property operator. 

Property 
Location  

Print the physical location (such as address, cross-streets, or other 
standardized location references such as canal/gate) where the proposed 
application is to occur. 

Permit/  
Operator ID 
Number  

Print the permit number or the operator ID number.  

Pest Control  
Business  

If the proposed application is to be performed by  a PCB, print the name of  the  
PCB.  If the proposed application is to be performed by the  grower, print  
“N/A”.  If a NOI is denied, you should inform the  PCB as well as the property  
operator.  

Continued on next page 
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Information Blocks Specific to the Pre-Application Site Inspection, 
Continued   

Basis For 
Application 
Evaluated  
3CCR § 6426(a) 
3CCR § 6436  

A pre-application site evaluation must evaluate the need for the application. 
The evaluation must also determine that all effective and practical mitigation 
measures have been adopted and that all feasible alternatives that would 
lessen significant adverse impacts to the environment have been considered 
and adopted. 

For non-agricultural uses, the use of each permit shall be inspected at least 
once a year. 

Review the permit and the recommendation (if one was made) and verify that 
the following items have been addressed: 
• Criteria for determining the need for the application. 
• Feasible alternatives for the application. 
• Adoption of any reasonable mitigation measures. 

Written  
Recommen-
dation 
Requested/  
Provided.  
FAC § 12003,  
FAC § 12004, 
3CCR § 6556  

When a recommendation has been written for the application being evaluated, 
it must be reviewed. The PCA or pest control operator, upon request, shall 
immediately furnish a copy of the written recommendation to the CAC. 
Indicate in the boxes provided whether the recommendation for the subject 
application has been requested by the CAC and if it has been provided. If you 
are evaluating a grower application and there is no written recommendation, 
check the “N/A” boxes in both places. 

Proposed 
Application 
Date and Time 

When a recommendation has been written for the application being evaluated, 
it must be reviewed. The PCA or pest control operator, upon request, shall 
immediately furnish a copy of the written recommendation to the CAC. 
Indicate in the boxes provided whether the recommendation for the subject 
application has been requested by the CAC and if it has been provided. If you 
are evaluating a grower application and there is no written recommendation, 
check the “N/A” boxes in both places. 

PCA Employer If a PCA wrote the recommendation you review, print the name of the 
PCA’s employer in the space provided.  If the adviser is self-employed, 
print “Same”.  If a PCA did not write the recommendation you review or 
if you did not review a recommendation, print “N/A”. 

Continued on next page 
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Information Blocks Specific to the Pre-Application Site Inspection, 
Continued  

PCA Name  If a PCA wrote the recommendation you review, print the adviser’s name in 
the space provided.  If a PCA did not write the recommendation you review 
or if you did not review a recommendation, print “N/A”. 

PCA 
Recommend-
dation Number  

If the recommendation you review  has a number,  print it in the space 
provided. If the  recommendation does not  have a number or if  you have not  
reviewed  a recommendation, print “N/A”.  

PCA License 
Number  

If a PCA wrote the recommendation you review, print the adviser’s license 
number in the space provided. If you did not review a recommendation, or 
when the recommendation is written by the grower, print “N/A”. 

PCA Registered  
In County  

If a PCA wrote the  recommendation you review, indicate whether the PCA is  
registered in your  county by checking the appropriate box.  If  a PCA did not  
write the recommendation you review or if  you did not review a  
recommendation, print “N/A”.  

Outline map of  
treated area  

Use the outline  map to  show the surrounding  environment.  Print the type  of 
site that is  on each side of the field in the space provided on the map outline. 
Do not print only “road”  if roads border the  field.  The more appropriate  
designation would be  “road/ cotton” or  “road/ residential”.  

Environmental  
Hazards  

Print a list or description of any environmental hazards you observe near the 
application site. If there are no environmental hazards at the site print “none”. 

Pesticide Name/  
Manufacturer  

Print the name and registrant (if known) of the pesticide in the space 
provided. If  provided on the NOI document, include the U.S. EPA registration 
number(s)  and signal word(s).  If known, document  the formulation  type  
(such  as wettable powder, liquid, granular).  Document the rate (such as  
pounds/acre)  and dilution (such as  gallons of  mix/acre) from the  NOI.  

Continued on next page 
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Information Blocks Specific to the Pre-Application Site Inspection, 
Continued  

Signatures and 
distribution  

Complete the pre-application evaluation by printing and signing  your name  
and providing the date and time the evaluation was completed.  You do not  
need to obtain the signature of the property operator or the PCB or provide  a  
copy of  your inspection report to them unless non-compliances are noted.  

When non-
compliances are 
found  

If non-compliances are noted, deny the NOI, contact the property operator or 
permit holder or, if a PCB is involved, contact the PCB.  Document the 
contact, applicator, date, and time, and how the person was contacted in the 
notification method section provided at the bottom of the form.  Document 
the status of the application in the “Remarks” section of the inspection. 
Deliver a copy of the inspection to the responsible person in accordance with 
the General Procedures chapter 

Requirements 
 
1. Notice of  
Intent (NOI)  
Consistent with 
Permit  
3CCR § 6434  

Scope: Agricultural use of state restricted materials requiring a permit. 

The NOI must be delivered to the CAC at least 24 hours prior to the start 
of the application unless the CAC determines that 24 hours are not 
necessary to adequately evaluate the intended application.  Compare the 
information on the NOI with the Restricted Materials Permit. Pay 
particular attention to potential adverse effects (fieldworkers, schools, 
bodies of water, etc.).  The NOI must be complete and consistent with the 
permit.  When a NOI is required by the CAC, it must provide the 
information required by this regulation. If the required information is on 
the permit, it may be referenced on the NOI. 

Only the date of the application, the method (including dilution, volume 
and rate) and the name of the PCB can be added to a permit through the 
NOI. All other changes must be made through a permit amendment. 

When all the information normally submitted on an NOI is already on the 
permit, an NOI would not be required by the CAC. 

Exemptions:  None 

Continued on next page 
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Requirements,  Continued  

2. Proposed  
Application 
Complies with  
Permit  
Conditions  
FAC § 12973  

Scope: Use of state restricted  materials requiring a  permit that has conditions. 
 
Determine if the application can be carried out in compliance with  
all conditions on the permit.  

Exemptions: None 

3. 
Environmental  
Conditions  
Consistent with 
Permit and 
NOI   
3CCR § 6428(c)  

Scope: Agricultural use of state restricted materials requiring a permit. 

The NOI must reflect any changes in the environment since the permit 
was issued. Are surrounding fields and cultural facilities consistent? Can 
the application be made in compliance with groundwater regulations? 

Exemptions: None 

4. Conditions  
Consistent with 
Restricted  
Materials 
Regulations  
3CCR § 6443 – 
6487.5  

Scope: Use of the following state restricted materials: 

• Use of pesticides registered for agricultural, outdoor industrial or 
institutional use containing chemicals listed in 3CCR section 6800(a). 

Verify that no conditions exist on site that would prevent the application 
being evaluated from being performed in compliance with the regulatory 
requirements. Determine that the recommendation accurately documents 
hazards and stipulates use restrictions. For example: “Do not apply 2,4-D 
below the high water mark on canal sides.” 

Exemptions: Exemptions vary by regulation. 

Restricted  
Materials 
Regulations  

Regulation specific requirements you may be able to address in a pre-
application are described below. 

Continued on next page 
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Requirements,  Continued  
Restricted  
Material  

3CCR 
Section  

 Guidance 

 Phenoxy herbicides  
(timber)  

 
6443  

   For aerial applications of phenoxy herbicides related to timber 
 production: 

•  Was the permit posted?  
•    Did the permittee mail copies of the permit to persons 

 owning property within 300 feet of the treatment area?  
     Has there been a request for review of the permit? 

 Methyl bromide   6447.1, 
6447.2 

  For field fumigations: 
•     Were property operators within 300 feet of the outer 
buffer zone notified of the fumigation?  

 Will the inner buffer zone extend into another property? Does 
  the outer buffer zone extend onto a property that contains a 

 sensitive site?  
1,3-D,  
Chloropicrin, 

 Metam-sodium 
 metam-potassium 

 6448.1 
6449.1 
6450.1 

  For field fumigations in non-attainment areas during May 
through October:  

 When soil moisture is not addressed in labeling, does the site 
meet regulatory soil moisture requirements?  

 Chloropicrin  6453    For nursery or commodity fumigations of potting soil, 
agricultural commodities or equipment:  

  Will the fumigation be performed in a properly sealed chamber 
  or under a gas confining tarp?  

Dazomet  
  Sodium tetrathio-

carbonate  

 6450.2 
6451.1 

  Does the method of application identified in the permit or notice 
 of intent match a specifically identified method described in the 

 dazomet or sodium tetrathiocarbonate labeling?  
Bentazon   6457  Bentazon use is prohibited in Del Norte and Humboldt counties. 

 Bentazon use is prohibited in rice production.  
Aldicarb  6458  Aldicarb use on cotton, potatoes, sugar beets, dried beans, citrus  

 or field grown ornamentals is prohibited from September 1 to 
 March 1. Determine that the rate noticed is in compliance with 

  the crop and crop stage in the referenced regulatory table.  
 Propanil  6462  Aerial applications prohibited within four miles of prune fields.  

Limited exemption in Butte county, see 3CCR § 6452(c). 
Ground applications prohibited within one mile of prune fields. 

 Limited exemption, see 3CCR § 6452(d). 

                                                  Continued on next page 
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Requirements,  Continued  
Restricted  
Material  

3CCR 
Section  

 Guidance 

Phenoxy and  
certain herbicides  

 6464   The subject regulation restricts the use of Dicamba, certain 2,4- 
   D formulations and propanil on described areas in Sacramento, 

 Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, Kern and San Joaquin counties. 
   Cotton harvest aids 

 - DEF/Folex, 
Paraquat  

 6470    Paraquat applications prohibited within one-eighth mile of 
   schools or residential areas. 

   DEF or Folex applications prohibited within one-half mile of 
 residential areas or any schools in session or due to be in session 

within 24 hours of application. 
  DEF or Folex applications prohibited within one-eighth mile of 
 schools. 

Carbofuran   6474     Applications to alfalfa are prohibited within one mile of feeding 
  areas of waterfowl or geese, widgeon or coot nesting areas.  

 Fenamiphos  6476 Applications prohibited to residential or institutional turf areas  
  and to recreational turf areas (golf courses excepted). 

  Determine that irrigation water will not run off the treated area.  
 Tributyltin  6488/89  Use is restricted to aluminum vessel hulls, vessel hulls that are  

  at least 82 feet long and outboard motors and lower drive units.  
 Chemicals listed in 

3CCR § 6800(a)  
 6487.1 

through  
6487.5 

 When registered for agricultural, outdoor industrial or 
 institutional use:  

   Determine that the site is configured in such a way that the 
 application can be made in compliance with runoff and leaching 

 restrictions in artificial recharge basins, canals and ditches, and 
  in leaching and runoff groundwater protection areas. 
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Appendix 3
 

Backflow Prevention and Chemigation: Regulatory
  
Requirements and Guidance 
 

Introduction 	 The following information is provided to give you a more comprehensive 
understanding of the regulatory requirements for backflow prevention and 
chemigation. 

In this 
appendix  

This appendix contains the following topics.

Topic See Page 
Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and Guidance 288 
Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance 293 
Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems 295 
Diagram of Required Chemigation Devices 299 
Chemigation Figures 300 
Chemigation Inspection Checklist 309 
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  Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and  
Guidance  

 

 

 
 

Background 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Scope This section of Appendix 3 provides information on the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) guidance pertaining to backflow prevention 
requirements in Title 3 of the California Code of Regulations (3CCR) § 6610. 

3CCR § 6610 requires backflow prevention devices on any service rig and 
piece of application equipment that handles pesticides and draws water from  
an outside source. 

Contamination 
prevention 	 

	 A properly placed and functioning backflow prevention device prevents 
ground and surface water contamination by stopping the backward flow of 
pesticides from  the mix tank to the water source in the event of a water pump  
failure or a decrease in water pressure.  

Outside water 
source  

For the purposes of 3CCR § 6610, an outside water source includes all sources 
of water except water stored in a reservoir tank that is owned or under the 
control of the pesticide applicator and/or the property operator. 

Examples of reservoir tanks include mobile “nurse rigs,” stationary water 
tanks (above or below ground), or reservoirs maintained exclusively for 
irrigation water. The reservoir tank must be separated from the original water 
source by an acceptable backflow prevention device.  

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 

The device descriptions listed below were taken from the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineer Standard titled “Safety Devices for Chemigation” 
(ASAE EP409.1 DEC97. Copyright © ASAE. All Rights Reserved.). 3CCR § 
6610 does not include backflow prevention device standards nor does DPR 
approve backflow prevention devices or systems. The device descriptions are 
provided for your information and are advisory only. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 
(continued)  

 

Device Description 
Air-gap separation ASAE description: An air gap is a physical 

separation between the free-flowing discharge end of a 
water pipeline and an open or non-pressurized receiving 
vessel. To have an acceptable air gap, the end of the 
discharge pipe must be located a distance of at least twice 
the diameter of the pipe above the topmost rim of the 
receiving vessel. In no case can this distance be less than 
25 mm (1 inch). 

Reduced pressure 
principle 
backflow 
prevention 
device 

ASAE description: This device consists of two 
independently acting check valves, plus a pressure 
differential relief valve that is located between the two 
check valves. It can be used for both backsiphonage and 
backpressure control and can handle most toxic chemicals. 
A minimum clearance of 300 mm (12 inches) above the 
ground level or grade is suggested to ensure an air gap 
between the relief valve and any water that might puddle 
beneath 
the device. If the relief valve is within 6.1 m (20 feet) of 
the water source, provide a trough or conduit to carry valve 
discharge away from the water source. 

Note: This device is also identified as a “reduced- pressure 
zone, backflow preventer” on pesticide labeling that 
allows handlers to connect chemigation systems to public 
water supplies. 

Double check ASAE description: The double check valve assembly 
valve is composed of two single, independently acting check 
assembly valves and can handle both backsiphonage and 

backpressure. A vacuum relief valve, low pressure drain 
and inspection port should be installed immediately 
upstream of this system (see “Single check valve” below). 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 
(continued)  
 

Device Description 
Single check valve, 
vacuum relief valve 
and low pressure drain 
assembly 

ASAE description: This system is primarily an 
antisiphon device and should be constructed of 
corrosion-resistant materials. The check valve should be 
spring loaded with a chemically resistant sealing surface 
capable of preventing leakage. Generally, metal-to
metal surfaces would not be acceptable. The direction of 
flow should be clearly indicated on the outside of the 
device. The vacuum relief valve is installed on top of 
the pipe on the inlet side of the check valve to provide 
for vacuum relief when flow discontinues. The vacuum 
relief should be 19 mm (¾ inch) in diameter or sized 
according to ASAE Standard S376, Design, Installation 
and Performance of Underground, Thermoplastic 
Irrigation Pipelines, if underground thermoplastic 
pipeline is used. The low-pressure drain is for 
monitoring check valve performance and bleeding off 
any leakage. It must be located on the inlet side of the 
check valve at the lowest point, usually directly under 
the vacuum relief valve. The drain must be mounted in 
the pipe such that any check valve leakage enters the 
drain rather than flowing towards the water supply. The 
drain should be at least 19 mm (¾ inch) in diameter with 
a closing pressure of at least 7 kPA (1 psi) and not 
exceeding 35 kPA (5 psi). If the drain is within 6 m (20 
feet) of the water source, provide a trough or conduit to 
carry the drainage away, and grade the surface to assure 
drainage away from the water source. An inspection port 
of at least 102 mm (4 inches) diameter should be 
provided to check for malfunction of the check valve 
and drain where the irrigation pipeline is 102 mm (4 
inches) or larger. This inspection port can be combined 
with the mounting of the vacuum relief valve. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Device 
placement 
guidance 

3CCR § 6610 requires pesticide handlers to equip service rigs and application 
equipment with acceptable backflow prevention devices before they draw 
water from an outside source. To prevent the accidental contamination of 
ground or surface water, a pesticide handler must properly install an 
acceptable, functioning backflow prevention device between the water source 
and the pesticide handling equipment. 

DPR Guidance: Pesticide handlers may install the backflow prevention 
device on the pesticide handling equipment or the water source provided they 
position and install it properly. 

Functioning  
devices  

3CCR § 6600, General Standards of Care, requires handlers to perform  pest 
control in a careful and effective manner, and exercise reasonable precautions to 
avoid contamination of the environment. To prevent ground and surface water 
contamination, pesticide handlers must ensure that backflow prevention devices 
function properly whenever regulations require the use of this equipment. 

DPR Guidance: Pesticide handlers who use faulty or improperly installed 
backflow prevention devices violate the requirements of 3CCR § 6600 as well 
as 3CCR § 6610 whether or not the pesticide application caused environmental 
contamination. 

Requirements 
beyond the 
scope of FAC 
or 3CCR 

3CCR § 6610 states “Backflow protection must be acceptable to both the water 
purveyor and the local health department.” This is an informational statement 
that notifies pesticide handlers and property operators that local health 
departments and/or water purveyors may require the use of certain types of 
backflow prevention devices. Pesticide handlers and property operators should 
check with these agencies before installing backflow prevention systems to 
assure compliance with applicable water protection requirements that are 
beyond the scope of the FAC. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Requirements 
beyond the 
scope of FAC 
or 3CCR 
(continued)  

DPR and the CACs are not authorized to enforce Health and Safety Code 
statutes or Title 17, Public Health regulations pertaining to the protection of 
drinking water. 3CCR § 6610 does not oblige county agricultural 
commissioners to enforce regulatory requirements that are beyond the scope 
of their current authority. 

The General Application of Standards, 3CCR § 6601 (b), states, “it is not the 
intent of [3CCR] to require separate or duplicate equipment or facilities.” A 
pesticide handler or property operator may use a backflow prevention device 
that meets the requirements of another regulatory agency provided the device 
also meets requirements established by DPR. In situations where the local 
health department or a water purveyor has clear authority over the 
acceptability of backflow prevention devices, DPR recommends that the CAC 
defer to those agencies. Where no other backflow prevention standards apply, 
handlers must comply with the requirements of 3CCR § 6610. 
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Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance
  
 

Scope This section of Appendix 3 provides information on the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) guidance pertaining to chemigation. 

Background 	 Chemigation is the application of pesticides through irrigation water. 
Labeling for pesticides that can be chemigated has specific directions 
explaining exact chemigation procedures, including the installation of devices 
to prevent backflow of treated water into wells or other outside water sources. 
Although pesticides may be chemigated directly to furrows, currently most 
pesticides are chemigated through pressurized systems such as drip, trickle, 
macro-, and micro-sprinklers. 

The greatest concern associated with chemigation is the potential for ground 
water pollution. Two specific hazards are: 

(1) The irrigation pump may shut down from mechanical or electrical 
failure while the injection pump continues to operate, causing a 
mixture of water and pesticide to backflow into the water source; and 

(2) The pesticide injection pump may stop while the irrigation pump 
continues to operate, causing water to backflow through the pesticide 
supply tank and overflow onto the ground. 

These hazards can be avoided through installation and maintenance of the 
safety devices described below. 

Pesticide 
labeling 
requirements 

In 1987, the U.S. EPA established chemigation equipment labeling 
requirements in response to growing concerns about the potential for ground 
water contamination due to the application of pesticides through chemigation 
systems. As a result, current pesticide labeling clearly instructs users whether 
or not chemigation is allowed.  If not allowed, the labeling states, “do not 
apply this product through any type of irrigation system.” If allowed, labeling 
will contain specific statements that allow chemigation as an application 
method and lists the safety devices that are required to be installed on the 
chemigation system. 

DPR Guidance: Handlers who comply with the backflow prevention 
requirements on the pesticide product labeling also meet the requirements of 
3CCR § 6610. 
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Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance,
Continued 

FAC § 12973 	 It is a violation of the Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) § 12973 to use a 
registered pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its labeling. Handlers must 
comply with the specific chemigation equipment requirements shown on the 
registered labels of the pesticides they use. 

DPR Guidance: DPR will consider handlers in compliance with FAC § 
12973 when they use the chemigation devices specified on the product label 
or when they use alternative chemigation devices according to the 
specifications and requirements stated in this appendix. 

Backflow 
prevention for 
connections to 
public water 
systems 

Acceptable 
alternative 
devices 

Pesticide labeling that allows connection to a public water system requires 
handlers to use a reduced-pressure zone, backflow prevention device, or the 
functional equivalent. The labeling will also state that they may discharge the 
water into a reservoir tank prior to pesticide introduction as long as they 
maintain an air gap between the public water source and the top of the 
reservoir of at least twice the inside diameter of the fill pipe. 

Some pesticide labeling does not allow chemigation if the system is 
physically connected to the public water source and therefore only allow 
chemigation if there is an air gap as described above. 

The 1987 U.S. EPA chemigation requirements did not take into account all 
the irrigation systems and practices that were commonly used in California. 
To address this oversight, the U.S. EPA established a list of alternative 
devices in 1991 that DPR accepted by policy in 2001. 

NOTE: Pesticide handlers must comply with the pesticide product labeling 
regarding chemigation devices that are required by labeling but have no listed 
alternative(s). 
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  Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Scope 	 The following section lists the devices required by labeling statements and the 
legal alternatives by location in the chemigation system. Verify that each of 
the devices listed below or their alternatives are present and in the appropriate 
location on the chemigation system. 

Chemigation 
diagrams and 
checklist 

The following blocks refer to figures at the end of the Appendix that illustrate 
various chemigation systems. These diagrams are included to assist staff in 
better understanding the systems they are inspecting. The last page is a 
chemigation checklist that can be copied and used in the field to verify that all 
of the required chemigation devices are present. 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
check valve, 
vacuum relief 
valve and low 
pressure drain 

To prevent backflow of pesticide residues to the water source, pesticide 
labeling states, “the system must contain a functional check valve, vacuum 
relief valve, and low pressure drain appropriately located on the irrigation 
pipeline to prevent water source contamination from backflow.” 

These devices must be installed in the following manner. (Figure 1) 
1. 	 The check valve must be installed between the water source and the 

pesticide injection point. 
2. 	 The low-pressure drain must be installed upstream of the check valve, 

directly below the vacuum relief valve, to dispose of small volumes of 
fluid which may leak past the check valve. 

3. 	 The vacuum relief valve must be installed upstream of the check valve, 
directly above the low-pressure drain, to prevent the formation of a 
vacuum which could cause backsiphonage. 

Alternative Devices (Figure 3 & 4): 
A gooseneck pipe loop located in the main water line immediately 
downstream of the irrigation water pump. The bottom side of the pipe at the 
loop apex must be at least 24 inches above the highest sprinkler or other type 
of water emitting device in the field. The loop must contain a vacuum relief 
valve (or combination air and vacuum relief valve) at the apex of the pipe 
loop. The pesticide injection port must be located downstream of the apex of 
the pipe loop and at least 6 inches below the bottom side of the pipe at the 
loop apex. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
Irrigation 
pipeline – 
(continued)  

Alternative Device (Figure 1):

An alternative that substitutes for the  vacuum relief valve is a combination 
 
pressure release and vacuum  relief valve. 


Devices listed on page 289 of this appendix or allowed by the local water 
purveyor are also acceptable (including the configuration shown in Figure 2). 

Injection line – 
check valve, 
solenoid-
operated valve  

When an injection pump is used, the pesticide labeling lists two devices that 

are required to be installed on the pesticide injection pipeline. 

1. “The pesticide injection pipeline must contain a functional, automatic, 


quick-closing check valve to prevent the flow of fluid back toward the 
injection pump.” This device prevents the irrigation water from 
overflowing the pesticide tank. (Figure 1) 

2. 	 “The pesticide injection pipeline must also contain a functional, 
normally closed, solenoid-operated valve located on the intake side of 
the injection pump and connected to the system interlock to prevent 
fluid from being withdrawn from the supply tank when the irrigation 
system in either automatically or manually shut down.” (Figure 1) 

Alternative Devices 
1) 	 Functional spring-loaded check valve with a minimum of 10 pounds per 

square inch (psi) cracking pressure (Figure 5). 
•	 This device must prevent irrigation water under pressure from 

entering the pesticide injection line and must prevent leakage from the 
pesticide supply tank on system shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 
•	 This single device can substitute for both the solenoid-operated valve 

and the functional, automatic, quick closing check valve in the 
pesticide injection line. 

2) 	 Functional normally closed, hydraulically operated check valve (Figure 6 
& 8). 
•	 The control line must be connected to the main water line such that 

the valve opens only when the main water line is adequately 
pressurized. 

•	 This device must prevent leakage from the pesticide supply tank on 
system shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Injection line – 
check valve, 
solenoid-
operated valve 
(continued)  

3) 	 Functional vacuum relief valve located in the pesticide injection line 
between the positive displacement pesticide injection pump and the check 
valve (Figure 7). 
•	 This alternative is appropriate only for those chemigation systems 

using a positive displacement pesticide injection pump and is not for 
use with Venturi injection systems. 

•	 This device must be elevated at least 12 inches above the highest fluid 
level in the pesticide supply tank and must be the highest point in the 
injection line. 

•	 It must open at 6 inches water vacuum or less and must be spring 
loaded or otherwise constructed such that it does not leak on closing. 

•	 It must prevent leakage from the pesticide supply tank on system 
shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 

System 
interlocks and 
automatic 
shutoff 

To automatically stop the pesticide application if there is a loss of pressure or 
if the irrigation pump stops, the pesticide labeling states, “the system must 
contain functional interlocking controls to automatically shut off the pesticide 
injection pump when the water pump motor stops.” (Figure 1 & 8) 
•	 The system must interlock the normally closed solenoid or hydraulically 

operated valve with the injection pump or Venturi bypass booster pump 
so that the valve closes upon shut down of the injection pump or Venturi 
bypass booster pump. 

•	 It must also interlock the normally closed solenoid or hydraulically 
operated valve with the low pressure switch so that the valve opens only 
when the main irrigation line is adequately pressurized. 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
pressure switch 

To help ensure the efficiency of the chemigation, pesticide labeling states, 
“the irrigation line or water pump must include a functional pressure switch 
which will stop the water pump motor when the water pressure decreases to 
the point where pesticide distribution in adversely affected.”(Figure 1) 

The proper use of this device requires that the pressure switch be installed 
downstream of the irrigation pump to identify pressures too low for proper 
pesticide application or low pressure conditions signifying irrigation pump 
failure. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Injection line – 
metering pump 

To inject the pesticide into the irrigation line, pesticide labeling states, 
“systems must use a metering pump, such as a positive displacement injection 
pump (e.g., diaphragm pump) effectively designed and constructed of 
materials that are compatible with pesticides and capable of being fitted with 
a system interlock.” (Figure 1) 

Alternative Device 
The Venturi injector may be used in place of the metering pump if it complies 
with the requirements listed below (Figures 9 - 18). 

Venturi 
injector 
requirements 

A Venturi injector may be used in place of the metering pump and may be 

inserted directly into the main irrigation line, into a bypass line, or into a bypass 

line boosted with an auxiliary water pump. 


Alternative Device to a Metering Pump: (Figures 9 - 18) 

Venturi systems including those inserted directly into the main water line 

(Figures 17 & 18), those installed in bypass systems (Figures 9 - 12), and those 

bypass systems boosted with an auxiliary water pump (Figures 13 - 16).
 
•	 Booster or auxiliary water pumps must be connected with the system 

interlock such that they are automatically shut off when the main line 
irrigation pump stops or in cases where there is no main line irrigation pump, 
when the water pressure decreases to the point where pesticide distribution is 
adversely affected (Figure 13). 

•	 Venturi systems must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 
•	 The line from the pesticide supply tank to the Venturi must contain a 

functional, automatic, quick closing check valve to prevent the flow of the 
liquid back toward the pesticide supply tank. This valve must be located 
immediately adjacent to the Venturi pesticide inlet (Figure 9). 

•	 This same supply line must also contain either a functional normally closed 
solenoid-operated valve connected to the system interlock or a functional 
normally closed hydraulically operated valve which opens when the main 
water line is adequately pressurized (Figures 9, 10, 13 & 14). 

•	 In bypass systems, as an option to placing both valves in the line from the 
pesticide supply tank, the check valve may be installed in the bypass 
immediately upstream of the Venturi water inlet and either the normally 
closed solenoid or hydraulically operated valve may be installed immediately 
downstream of the Venturi water outlet (Figures 11, 12, 15 & 16). 
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1)   MAIN WATER LINE: 
♦ Backflow Prevention Device 

° Located between water source and 
3)   PESTICIDE METERING PUMP: 
♦ Positive Displacement Injection Pump 

° 
point of pesticide injection 
Prevents contamination of water 
source 

° Connected to system interlocking 
controls and pesticide injection 
pipeline 

° Shown: Functional check valve, 
vacuum relief valve, low pressure 
drain 

° 

• 

Assures proper rate of pesticide 
injection 
ALTERNATIVE DEVICES ALLOWED 

• OTHER DEVICES AS ALLOWED BY POLICY 
BY LABEL OR POLICY 

2)   PESTICIDE INJECTION PIPELINE: 
♦ Automatic, Quick Closing Check Valve 

° Located between main water line and 

4)   INTERLOCKING SYSTEM CONTROLS: 
° Located between the pesticide 

metering pump and the water pump 
motor 

° 
pesticide injection pump 
Prevents flow of fluid back towards 

° Automatically shuts off pesticide 
metering pump when water pump 

• 
pesticide injection pump 
NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES • 

motor stops 
NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES 

ALLOWED ALLOWED 

♦ Normally Closed, Solenoid-operated 
Check Valve 5)   IRRIGATION LINE OR WATER PUMP: 
° 

° 

Located between pesticide injection 
pump and pesticide container or mix 
tank 
Check valve connected to system 
interlock 

♦ Functional Pressure Switch 
° Located on irrigation pipeline 
° Stops water pump when drop in water 

pressure adversely affects pesticide 
distribution 

° Prevents pesticide from being 
withdrawn when irrigation system 
shuts down 

• NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES 
ALLOWED 

• ALTERNATIVE DEVICES ALLOWED 
BY POLICY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Diagram of Required Chemigation Devices
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Chemigation Figures  

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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Figure 5 

Figure 6 
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Figure 7 

Figure 8 
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Figure 9 

Figure 10 
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Figure 11 

Figure 12 
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Figure 13 

Figure 14 
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Figure 15 

Figure 16 
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Figure 17 

Figure 18 
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CHEMIGATION CHECKLIST 
Please check the components that are currently on the growers’ chemigation system 

A. 	Water Source: 
Farm Irrigation Well......................................................................................................... … 
Public Water Supply ....................................................................................................... … 
Other ...........................................................................................................................… 
Describe:   

B. 	Chemigation System Location and Configuration: 
At Wellhead..................................................................................................................... … 
Remote from Wellhead ................................................................................................... … 

C. Required Irrigation System Components: 
1. BACKFLOW PREVENTER ASSEMBLY ON IRRIGATION PIPELINE 

•  Check Valve................................................... Single Valve … Double Valve …
!

•  Vacuum Relief Valve ......................................................................................... …
!

•  Low Pressure Drain ...........................................................................................… 
Approved Alternatives - choose one 
•  Gooseneck Pipe Loop with Vacuum Relief Valve ............................................. …
!

•  Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Device ................................ …
!

•  Air Gap ...............................................................................................................…
!

2. AUTOMATIC QUICK CLOSING CHECK VALVE on Pesticide Injection Line........ …
!

3. NORMALLY CLOSED SOLENOID OPERATED VALVE ......................................…
!

•  On Intake Side of Injection Pump ......................................................................…
!

•  Interlocked to Pump ...........................................................................................… 
Approved Alternatives – choose one 
•  Spring-loaded Check Valve with 10 psi Minimum Cracking Pressure...............…
!

•  Normally-closed Hydraulically Operated Check Valve ...................................... …
!

•  Vacuum Relief Valve in Pesticide Pipeline 12 inches above highest fluid level … 

•  
4. SYSTEM INTERLOCK to Automatically Shut Off Pesticide Injection Pump - choose one 

Electrical Interlock to Chemical Injection Pump.................................................…
!

•  Hydraulic Interlock to Chemical Injection Pump ................................................…
!

•  Belt Drive Direct to Drive Shaft .......................................................................... …
!

5. LOW PRESSURE SWITCH on Irrigation Line to Stop Irrigation Pump ...................…
!

6. CHEMICAL INJECTION DEVICE - choose one 
•  Positive Displacement Injection Pump .............................................................. …
!

•  Other ..................................................................................................................…
!

•  Describe  
Approved Alternative 
•  Venturi Based Injection Device with Proper Check Valves ...............................…
!
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 Chapter 4: Pesticide Use Monitoring Inspection Report 
(PR-ENF-104) 

Purpose  Applications and/or mixing and loading activities are inspected to determine 
whether the handler and employer are complying with all applicable conditions 
in the restricted materials permit, pesticide labeling requirements, training, 
worker safety and other law and regulatory requirements. The inspection is also 
used to determine whether the handler and employer are mitigating any possible 
hazard to persons, non-target animals, crops and property. Conduct a mixing and 
loading inspection in conjunction with an application inspection whenever 
possible to accurately identify the pesticide and to determine the compliance 
status of labeling requirements such as site, rate and handling precautions. 
Inspect equipment in use to determine if it is safe for handlers and the 
environment. 

Preparation  Review the specific requirements of licensing, private applicator certification, 
and restricted materials permits before or after the inspection and address them 
appropriately. When checking for compliance with PPE and work clothing 
requirements, look at both the pesticide labeling and the regulations for their 
separate requirements. 

Inspection  
Criteria  

Use monitoring inspections are performed on persons performing handling  
activities.  Observations  of an application cannot be counted as a complete 
inspection unless the labeling used is  reviewed and the applicator or a  
representative of  the applicator, such as a flagger or spotter,  is requested to sign 
the inspection  report. This includes aerial  applications. See General  
Requirements number 5 on page 15.  

Requirements 

1. PCB Licensed  FAC §  11701 

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Verify that the business is licensed and that the qualified person is certified in the proper 
category. Is the license valid for the current year? 

When inspecting a business license in the maintenance gardener category, verify that the pest 
control conducted is incidental to the primary business of gardening. At a minimum, this means 
the maintenance gardener must have a general maintenance contract (oral or written) for every 
property upon which they perform pest control. 
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Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. FAC § 11531(a) 
• Control of stump re-sprouting incidental to woodcutting. Guidance: Volume 8, chapter 4 
• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a permanent 
treatment plant. FAC § 11531(b) 

• Household or industrial sanitation. FAC § 11531(c), including pool service companies; 
Guidance: Procedural Guidance For Pesticide Enforcement Personnel chapter 4, 
Enforcement Letter 79-23 Pool Service Companies dated 11/23/79 

• Seed treatment incidental to a person’s regular business. FAC § 11531(d) 
• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. FAC § 11531(e) 
• Removal of diseased tissue or application of disinfectant to wounds by a tree surgeon. (FAC 
§ 11710) 

• Pest control performed by licensed landscape contractors for up to one year on plants 
installed under warranty. Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business 
Policies 

• Pest control performed by licensed construction contractors incidental to new construction. 
Guidance: Compendium Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2, PIPEP chapter 4 

2. PCB Registered in County  FAC §  11732  

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Check your office records for PCB registration with your county.  Is it valid for the current year? 

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. FAC § 11531(a) 
• Control of stump re-sprouting incidental to woodcutting. Guidance: Volume 8, chapter 4 
• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a permanent 
treatment plant. FAC § 11531(b) 

• Household or industrial sanitation, FAC § 11531(c) including pool service companies. 
Guidance: Procedural Guidance For Pesticide Enforcement Personnel chapter 4, Enforcement 
Letter 79-23 Pool Service Companies dated 11/23/79 

• Seed treatment incidental to a person’s regular business. FAC § 11531(d) 
• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. FAC § 11531(e) 
• Removal of diseased tissue or application of disinfectant to wounds by a tree surgeon. (FAC 
§ 11710) 

• Pest control performed by licensed landscape contractors for up to one year on plants 
installed under warranty. Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business 
Policies 

• Pest control performed by licensed construction contractors incidental to new construction. 
Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business Policies, Procedural Guidance 
For Pesticide Enforcement Personnel Agricultural Pest Control Business Policies chapter 4 
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3. Labeling Available  at  Use Site 3CCR § 6602 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Registered  labeling  covering the specific use must  be available  at the use site.  Registered labeling 
includes relevant supplemental, Special  Local  Need  [24(c)] labeling  and Section 18 directions. 
Review the p esticide  labeling  to see what additional documents are r equired to be  at  the use sites.  
These documents may include the Chlorine Technical  Manual, Technical  Information Bulletin, or  a 
handbook on the use of  aluminum  phosphide. Commercial  advertising  does not comply with the 
requirements of  this regulation, even if  it includes use directions.  

Labeling  at the use site must not differ in any  manner with  the labeling  registered by  DPR. 
Differences in the directions, restrictions or precautions are not acceptable. Differences in  specimen  
labeling format (e.g., photocopies, CDs, photographs, or electronic copies)   are a cceptable unless  
the differences could cause the use of the pesticide  in  a manner conflicting  with the registered  
labeling or create a false or  misleading perception. If  you suspect  the labeling  is inaccurate, refer  
the case to your DPR EBL for product  compliance investigation.  

Guidance: 
• For aerial applications, labeling can be available only at the mixing and loading site when radio 
contact is maintained among the pilot, flaggers, and the mix/load site. 

Exemptions: 
• 25B products 

4. Notice of Intent (NOI)  Submitted  3CCR § 6434 

Scope: All agricultural use applications of a California restricted material that requires a permit. NOIs 
are used primarily to fulfill the site and time specificity requirements of agricultural permits. They are 
a useful tool for prioritizing and locating applications to inspect. 

The NOI may be submitted by the operator of the property, their or authorized representative, 
or by a pest control business. Regardless of who submits the NOI for agricultural use, the 
operator of the property is ultimately responsible for submission. 

• Has an NOI been properly completed and submitted? 
• Are any environmental changes noted? 
• You will need to check this requirement at the office either before or after the inspection. 
• When all the information normally submitted on an NOI is already on the permit and the 
CAC does not require an NOI, a separate NOI is not required. 

If an NOI is not required, check N/A. 
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5. Certified Applicator Supervision-Restricted  Materials  3CCR § 6406  

Scope:  California or federally restricted  material(s) being handled by a non-certified  
applicator.  

A certified applicator must be available to  direct and control an application by a non-certified  
applicator. The availability of  the certified applicator shall be  directly  related to the hazards of 
the handling  activity.   
• Is the certified applicator aware of conditions at the application site? 
• Can the certified applicator stop the application when conditions (ex: weather, odor) 
warrant? 

• Does the non-certified applicator have a way to contact the certified applicator if there is a 
problem? 

Whenever  activities requiring physical/visual  presence are being conducted, the certified  
applicator  must be physically located on the premises.  

If the pesticide(s) being handled are not federal or California restricted materials, check this 
requirement as “N/A”. 

Exemptions:  None. 

6. Complies  with Permit  Conditions  FAC § 12973 

Scope: All applications of permitted materials.  

• Is the handler using the pesticide in compliance with any permit conditions issued by 
the commissioner? 

• Review the restricted materials permit to see that its conditions are met. 
• Observe and record details of the application so that they can be compared to the 
permit conditions on record. 

• If there are no permit conditions mark this requirement as N/A 

Exemptions:  None. 
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 Rate/dose  Labeling may prohibit the  practice of double dosing by tank mixing two  
products  with the  same active ingredient  (AI)  and is a violation of FAC § 
12973. The mix may result in a dose of  an AI that exceeds the maximum  dose  
allowed by the labeling of either product (Compendium Volume 8, Section 2, 
illegal mixing of two pesticides with the same active ingredient). Sequential  
application of multiple products containing the same AI that  exceeds the  
amount allowed in a specified  time interval by the registered labeling would  
be a use in conflict  with  the  labeling.  

 
 

 
 

Interplant 
applications 

 
 
 

 Chemigation 

7. Labeling-Site/Rate/Other FAC § 12973  

Scope: All registered pesticide uses (25B products are not required to be  registered). 

 This requirement should be used  for any conflicts with  product  labeling not  covered by  
requirement number 8. Use of  a pesticide not  registered  for  a target  commodity should  be 
referred to your DPR EBL.  

When the labeling  list of  approved sites is preceded by “such  as” or  
“including,” the product  can be legally used on other sites or commodities  
covered by the general term  stated. For  example, if  the labeling states  
“deciduous  orchards  such as apples,  peaches and  pears,” t he use of  the 
product on any deciduous orchard  is allowed. Conversely  if the labeling  
statement is structured  to indicate that the  list is  exclusive, i.e. “deciduous  
orchards – apples and pears,” then only those  commodities  or  sites may be  
treated.  

Each pesticide application to a crop grown in an interplant cropping system 
must be evaluated separately to determine if the application can be made 
without contacting  the crop for which the pesticide is not  registered. Certain 
formulations (e.g.., granular) or  application methods (e.g., ground rig, drip 
chemigation system)  may provide the necessary control. Aerial applications,  
fumigants  and soil applied systemic products would, in most cases, be 
prohibited.  

Although the 3CCR §  6000 definition of  conflict with  labeling allows  
methods of application not prohibited by the labeling, no pesticide may be  
applied through a sprinkler or  chemigation system unless the  labeling 
provides specific directions for application via chemigation. See Appendix 3 
for information on water  source protection  requirements.  
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The labeling of  pesticides used in enclosed  spaces should be evaluated to 
determine if their use is appropriate. The definition of  an  enclosed space  
may  be found in 3CCR § 6000. 

Products that may be used in enclosed spaces (including  greenhouses)  
include the following:  
•  Products with labeling that are explicit and bear  adequate application 
directions and other precautionary labeling  stating, “for  enclosed space 
use”.  

•  Products with labeling that bear directions for use on the commodity to be  
treated, have dilution and dosage rate directions, and other precautionary 
statements that are consistent with use in an  enclosed space. This  means  
directions stated in  terms of pots, planting beds, square feet  or similar  
terms. (Pesticides used in enclosed  spaces that are one half  acre or larger 
may use labeling that indicate application rates  in “per  acre” units). All 
other labeling  requirements would have to be  consistent  with use in an  
enclosed  space s etting and be followed. 

Products that cannot be used in greenhouse en closed spaces include the 
following:  
•  Products with labeling that bear an  explicit prohibition  against use in an  
enclosed spaces  or enclosed  structures, not including  residential  
structures. Labeling  that prohibits  use in a residential structure (For 
example, “Not for home use”) does not prohibit the use in an enclosed  
space.  

•  Products with labeling that bear dilution or dosage  rate directions that  are 
not consistent  with enclosed  space u se.  This includes statements such as  
“apply by aircraft only”, application  rates  in “per  acre” units  (see 
exception above), or other directions inconsistent with use  in an enclosed  
structure. 

Use of  a pesticide on food crops  grown  in enclosed spaces requires specific 
labeling directions for that use. For example: “For use on enclosed space  
grown tomatoes.” Use of  a pesticide on food crop transplants does not  
require specific  labeling directions for that use. Use on enclosed space  
grown food crop transplants  must only comply general commodity labeling,  
and with the general  enclosed space use guidance. 

Exemptions:   See 3CCR § 6000 definition of  conflict with  labeling  for exceptions. See also, the  
Labeling Guidance chapter of  Volume 8 of the PUE Standards Compendium  
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8. Labeling-Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) FAC §  12973  

Scope: All persons handling registered pesticides. 

Labeling PPE requirements apply  to both employees and employers. Review the labeling at the 
site to determine what  PPE is required. Observe handlers to see if  they are properly utilizing the 
labeling required PPE.. If employee handlers  are not  wearing  required PPE, determine and 
document  if it was provided by  the employer and is available on  site.  Is the PPE  in good 
condition and well  fitted? Address each piece of safety equipment separately.  

Labeling required PPE used by non-employees (owners, property operators and others) must 
meet the maintenance and storage standards listed in 3CCR § 6738(a). Although 3CCR § 6700 – 
6795 apply only to employees, standards provided in these sections are applicable to interpreting 
labeling requirements for non-employees as required in 3CCR § 6601 General Application of 
Standards. See page 6. 

Exemptions:  All substitutions and exemptions listed in 3CCR § 6738.4 including 
substitutions listed for closed systems 3CCR § 6738.4(c) and (d), and enclosed cabs in 3CCR 
§ 6738.4(e). See Appendix1. 

9. Regulations - Personal  Protective  Equipment  3CCR § 6738 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide(s) when: 

• Required by labeling, regulation, or conditions of any permit issued by the director or 
commissioner. 

• Mixing or loading. 
• Cleaning, adjusting or repairing equipment. 
• Applying using hand-held, vehicle-mounted or towed equipment. 
• Flagging. 

Document the exact nature and circumstances of the violation, and if PPE was provide by the 
employer and was available on site 

Respiratory PPE requirements in 3CCR § 6739 are covered by requirement 10. 

All PPE must be cleaned and inspected daily. Worn, damaged or heavily contaminated PPE does 
not comply with this regulation and must be replaced immediately. Check the condition of PPE 
and ask handlers what procedures they follow for cleaning and replacement. 

Exemptions: See Appendix 1 for specific requirements and exemptions. 
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10. Respiratory  Protection  3CCR § 6739 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide when: 
• Required by labeling, permit or regulation or employer policy. 
• Applying minimal exposure pesticides by hand. 3CCR § 6793(e)(1) 
• Applying minimal exposure pesticides by ground rig. 3CCR § 6793(e)(1) 
• Treating potato seed pieces with thiophanate-methyl. (3CCR § 6795) 
• Employees wear respiratory equipment. 

Verify that employees have been provided and are using the appropriate type of respirator as 
identified on the labeling, permit or regulation. Verify that the equipment is being used properly 
and has been properly maintained. See information on respiratory protection in Appendix 1. 
How often do they change the cartridges? 

A labeling statement of “Avoid breathing spray mist.” does not necessarily require the use of a 
respirator. See Compendium Volume 8, Section 3.1 for guidance. 

Exemptions: 
• See 3CCR § 6738.4 on substitutions allowed when using closed systems or enclosed cabs. 
• Minimal exposure pesticide ground rig applications when: 
o Using vehicle-mounted or towed equipment to inject or incorporate pesticides into the soil. 
o Using vehicle-mounted nozzles located below the employee and pointing 
downward. 3CCR § 6793 

• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 6720 
• When respirator use is allowed by the employer even though not required by labeling, permit 
or regulation, only certain parts of 3CCR § 6739 apply. (See voluntary respirator provisions 
in Appendix 1) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

11. Coveralls  3CCR § 6738.1(e)  

Scope: Employees handling any pesticide with “DANGER” or “WARNING” on the labeling. 

Employers must provide clean coveralls each day for employee handlers of pesticides with the 
signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. Ask the employee how often they are provided with 
clean coveralls.  Coveralls are defined in 3CCR § 6000 as a one- or two-piece garment of closely 
woven fabric or equivalent that covers the entire body except head, hands and feet. Note that this 
differs from “work clothing” which does not have to be provided by the employer. Verify that 
handlers have a clean place to remove their PPE. 
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If employees do not go to their employer’s headquarters at the end of their 
workday, the employee must: 
• Take off the coveralls at work and put them in a sealable container. 
• Store the sealable container outside of their living quarters. 
• Return the coveralls to the employer for cleaning. 

An employer may contract with an employee to launder coveralls or other PPE, but the 
employee must have equipment and facilities separate from the clothes laundry to launder 
these items and must not take contaminated PPE into their homes. See 3CCR § 6738(a)(6) 
and 3CCR § 6744. 

Check “N/A” if there is no pesticide with “Danger” or “Warning” on the labeling. 

Exemptions: 
• Employees using fumigants unless the labeling expressly requires the use of coveralls. 
• Employees in an enclosed cab may substitute work clothing for PPE required by 
regulation if the PPE is available at the worksite, and stored in a chemical resistant 
container. “Worksite” is meant to describe the exact location of a work activity. The 
interpretation for worksite can be found in Compendium Volume 8 Chapter 6, PPE 
exemption. 3CCR 6738.4 

• PPE is required by labeling, must be immediately available and stored in a chemical-
resistant container. 3CCR § 6701 requires Subchapter 3, Pesticide Worker Safety 
subchapter, should be interpreted at least as strict as, and consistent, with the Worker 
Protection Standards in Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 170. 

• Vertebrate pest control baits, solid fumigants, insect monitoring traps or non-
insecticidal lures. (3CCR § 6720) 

• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt 
under the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 6720 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

12. Handlers  Trained  3CCR § 6724 
 
Scope: All employees who handle any pesticides. For the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity, pesticide safety training must be conducted by a person who 
meets the qualifications included in 3CCR § 6724(f). 

Certified applicators are considered trained. Check “YES” for this requirement if all 
handlers are certified applicators. 

Employers must train employees before they handle pesticides, update the training to cover new 
pesticides, and repeat training at least annually (12 month period) thereafter. Initial training may 
be waived if an employee submits a record showing that training meeting the requirements of this 
regulation and covering the pesticides and use situations applicable to the new employment 
situation was received within the last year. Handler training performed in another state is not 
recognized, due to the many unique aspects of California’s pesticide safety program. 
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• Observe how the handler is performing their task. 
• Does the handler appear to have received adequate training? Does the applicator 
follow the pesticide labeling directions? 

• Does the applicator utilize required PPE appropriately? 
• Were all precautions taken before the commencement of the application? 
• During the application, does the applicator monitor the weather conditions and the 
application equipment? 

• Interview the employee to determine who provided the training.  
• Where was the training conducted? 
• When was the training provided? 
• Does the handler recall signing a training record? 
• See Appendix 2 and Chapter 1 “Talking to Employers and Employees” on page 16. 

If the responses you receive and/or the behavior observed causes concern, perform a Headquarter 
and Employee Safety Inspection to verify the training status of the employee. Consider issuing a 
cease and desist order for the use activity if unsafe conditions are observed. See the Compliance 
Action section on Chapter 1, page 27 for more information. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Licensed PCAs and professional foresters are considered trained for the purposes of this 
requirement 3CCR § 6720(d)(1). 

13. Emergency  Medical Care Posting  3CCR § 6726  

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide(s). 

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site, or on the work vehicle, 
the name, address, and telephone number of a facility able to provide emergency medical care; 
whenever employees will be handling pesticides, including procedures to be followed to obtain 
medical care if the identified medical facility is not reasonably accessible from that work 
location. . The poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no additional 
information is inadequate as is the displaying of “9-1-1”. Medical care information in an 
employee’s wallet or in the glove compartment of the work vehicle does not meet the 
requirements of this regulation. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 6720) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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14. Employees Working Alone “Danger” 3CCR § 6730 

Scope: Employees working alone and handling any “DANGER” pesticide for production 
of an agricultural commodity. 

Minimum contact required: 
• During daylight – every two hours. 
• At night – every hour 
Supervision can be in person, radio or telephone contact. Pilots, mixers and loaders, and 
flagger teams are deemed to be working together and would not require additional supervision. 

• When working in the same field, ground applicators are working together if they can see 
each other or each other’s application vehicle. 

• A pilot and ground crew are also considered as working together. 

• You should mark “Yes” if two or more employees are working together while handling 
“DANGER” pesticides or mark N/A if no “Danger” pesticides are being handled. 

If an employee is working alone and handling a “DANGER” pesticide mark “YES” or “NO” as 
based on your determination of the employee’s compliance with the contact requirement. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6720 
• Vertebrate pest control baits, solid fumigants, insect monitoring traps or non-insecticidal 
lures. 3CCR § 6720 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

15. Decontamination Facilities,  3CCR § 6734  

Scope: For all pesticides: 
• Commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity - employees 
handling any pesticide. 

• Non-production agriculture and non-agriculture settings - employees handling 
pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. 

Contents: 
• Sufficient water, at least three gallons at the beginning of each work day per handler 
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls at each decontamination site 

At the mixing/loading site: 
• Immediate access to a system delivering gently running water at a rate of least 0.4 gallons per 
minute for at least 15 minutes, or at least six gallons of water in containers suitable for 
providing a gentle eye-flush for about 15 minutes for emergency eye-flushing, if the product 
labeling requires protective eyewear or a closed mixing system is used. 
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Location: 
Commercial or research production of an agricultural commodity: 
• At the mixing and loading site. 
• Within 1/4 mile of each handler or at closest point of vehicular access. 
• The decontamination site for pilots may be at the loading site regardless of the distance from 
the field being treated. 

Non-production agriculture and non-agricultural settings: 
• Within 100 feet of the mixing and loading site. 
• Sufficient water 
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls at each decontamination site 

Use this requirement to document compliance with general decontamination requirements.  
For commercial or research production of an agricultural commodity c with the emergency 
eyewash requirement should be documented with requirement 16. 

Decontamination materials must be together (not scattered around the site) per 3CCR § 6701, 
which requires that Worker Health and Safety regulations be interpreted at least as strict and 
consistent with the federal Worker Protection Standard. CFR § 170.311(c) specifically requires 
that decontamination supplies, “be located together”. The water must be of a quality and 
temperature that will not cause illness or injury and be suitable for eye flushing. Water that 
contains debris or algae is not acceptable. The regulation states there must be sufficient water 
available at the site. At least 3 gallons of water be provided for each handler at the beginning 
of each handler’s work day. The soap, towels, and extra change of coveralls are in an enclosed 
container; and the water is running tap water or enclosed in a container. The employer should 
check decontamination supplies periodically and replenish as necessary. 

Waterless hand cleaners may be substituted for soap but water must still be provided and used 
for decontamination. Hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes are not acceptable. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 6720• Consumer 
products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

16. Eyewash Immediately Available  3CCR § 6734(b)  

Scope: Employees handling any pesticide for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity if the labeling requires protective eyewear. 

Handlers must have one pint of water on their person or on the vehicle for emergency eye 
flushing. Assess the situation by applying the following scenario: The handler gets the pesticide 
in his eyes and is either completely or partially blinded. Can he reasonably be expected to find 
the water where it is located? 
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At the mixing/loading site, immediately available to employee(s) a system capable of delivering 
at least 0.4 gallons of gently running water per minute for at least 15 minutes or at least 6 
gallons of water that will gently flush the eyes for 15 minutes for emergency eye-flushing.  

In situations where engineering controls are substituted for labeling required eye protection, 
eyewash requirements still apply. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

17. Field Posting 3CCR §  6776 

Scope: The operator of the property is responsible to post fields treated with any pesticide during 
the application and the REI when: 
• Labeling requires posting, unless access to the field is controlled during the application and 
the REI. 

• Any application made in an entirely enclosed space (e.g. greenhouse) unless access is 
controlled during the application and REI. 

• Any application in a partially enclosed space resulting in an REI greater than 4 hours, unless 
access is controlled during the application and REI. 

• An REI greater than 48 hours unless access to the field is controlled during application and 
REI. 

• Danger or minimal exposure pesticides are applied through an irrigation system. 
• Any fumigant applied to a field. 

The operator of the property is responsible to post treated fields. If inspecting a PCB, mark “NA” 
in this box. If the field is not posted when required, cite the operator of the property for not 
posting the field. The pest control business may also be cited as violating 3CCR § 6600(b) when 
their action creates a hazard. In this situation the inspection report should document the factors 
that demonstrate that a hazard was created. Determine and document the likelihood that workers 
or other persons are likely to enter the un-posted field, the level of control the PCB maintains 
over the field until signs are posted, the toxicity of the pesticide(s) used and the amount of 
contact an unsuspecting person entering the field would have with pesticide residues (i.e. growth 
stage of the plants treated and amount of foliage). 

Some labeling provides for multiple activity based REIs. These labels will state different REIs 
for different activities. For example, the labeling of a pesticide might say the REI for mowing or 
irrigating is 48 hours and the REI for thinning is 14 days. For labeling with an activity based 
REIs, any posting requirement must be maintained until the longest applicable REI has expired. 

Signs must be readable from a distance of 25 feet. They must be posted before the application, 
but no sooner than 24 hours prior to the application. See 3CCR § 6776(b) for required contents 
of the signs. See CCR § 6776(b)(4) for additional information that must be added to signs when 
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posting fields with a restricted entry interval of more than 7 days. The signs must be removed 
within 3 days after the end of the restricted entry interval, and before workers enter the field, 
unless the workers are early entry workers. The signs must be visible at all usual points of entry 
to the field and at intervals no greater than 600 feet along unfenced rights of way. If there are 
no usual points of entry, signs must be posted at the corners of the field. See CCR § 6776(e) for 
the contents of signs to be used when “Danger” or minimal exposure pesticides listed in CCR § 
6790 are applied through an irrigation system. At each border with any worker housing area 
within 100 feet of the treated field. 

FAC § 12978 requires posting of public property treated with pesticides that have labeling 
specified reentry intervals of 24 hours or more and where exposure is foreseeable (i.e., school 
grounds, parks, etc.) and shall be removed within 24 hours of the expiration of the REI. The 
responsible agency shall place signs (English and Spanish) at regular points of public entry and 
at regular intervals. The responsible agency may substitute a barrier for the warning signs to 
exclude public exposure to a treated area. Are the signs legible and in appropriate locations? 

Exemptions: 
• 
• Pesticide applications by the Department of Transportation on public highway rights-of-way 
(FAC § 12978) 

• Granular baits, attractants, or repellants in traps applied in a field. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Algaecides used to treat the irrigation system. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Pesticides directly injected into plants. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Applications by vector control agencies. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

18. Safe Equipment  3CCR § 6742(a)(b)  

Safe Equipment  3CCR § 6742(a)  /  Proper Tank  Cover 3CCR § 6742(b)(1)   

Scope: All equipment used by employees to apply or mix and load any pesticides. 

This regulation covers the general safety and maintenance of equipment. It also covers proper 
tank covers, shutoff valves and sight gauges. Check “N/A” only if no equipment is used or a 
non-employee is involved in the use of the equipment. 

Check to see if the spray tank valves, couplings and transfer hoses are in good condition and are 
not leaking. All equipment used to apply any pesticide must be inspected daily and any safety 
defect must be repaired prior to use when carrying “DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides 
under pressure, unshielded, flexible hoses must not pass through the cockpit of an airplane or 
helicopter. 

Determine that all openings on tanks used for mixing or applying pesticides are equipped with 
covers that prevent spills. If the owner/operator is using equipment that is not in good repair, 
the owner/operator can be cited for CCR § 6600(a), use only pest control equipment which is 
in good repair and safe to operate. 
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Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Non-employee use of the equipment. 

Shut-Off Valve liquid pesticides 3CCR“” § 6742(b)(3) 

Scope: All mix/load hoses used by employees, that carry liquid mixture derived from any 
pesticide with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. 

Shut-off devices must be installed on the exit end of all hoses carrying liquid pesticides in 
toxicity categories one or two Danger/Warning from mixing tanks that are adequate to 
prevent splashes onto the employee. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

Sight Gauge > 49 gallons 3CCR § 6742(b)(4) 

Scope: Each tank with a capacity of more than 49 gallons that is used by employees to mix or 
apply a liquid mixture derived from any Danger/Warning pesticide. 

• A properly functioning method to indicate externally the internal liquid level in the tank 
such as a sight gauge; or 

• A tank or the filler hose nozzle must have a device that will automatically stop the filling 
operation before the pesticide liquid mixture spills over the top. 

• All external sight gauges must be protected and have valves at the pipes or tubes in case of 
breakage. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

19. Closed System Used  3CCR §  6746(a), § 6544, § 6793 

Scope: For all pesticides when: 
Closed mixing systems are engineering controls used to protect workers from dermal 
hazard when mixing pesticides with high acute dermal toxicity. 

• Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, bearing the statement "Fatal if 
absorbed through skin" or other comparable language (Tier 1 closed mixing system). 

• Employees who mix liquid pesticide products, excluding adjuvants, bearing the 
statement "May be fatal if absorbed through skin" or "Corrosive, causes skin 
damage" or other comparable language (Tier 2 closed mixing system) 

• Employees who mix pesticides labeled for use only with a closed system. 
• Pilots who operate pest control aircraft shall not transfer, mix or load liquid category one or 
two pesticides containing organophosphates or carbamates unless a closed system is used. 
3CCR § 6544 
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• Employees mix, load, or transfer minimal exposure pesticides. 3CCR § 6793 
The employer shall, for the production of an agricultural commodity, assure the written operating 
instructions are available with the closed mix system being used; and employees are trained (3CCR 
§ 6724) in its use and operation in accordance with its written operating instructions.  

A "Tier 1" closed system is required when liquid pesticide products, and adjuvants, with the 
statement "Fatal if absorbed through skin" or other comparable language. It must be capable of 
enclosing the pesticide while removing the contents from its original container, preventing the 
pesticide from contacting handlers, rinse and drained emptied pesticide container(s) as required by 
the pesticide product label or section 6684, while connected to the closed system. 

Tier 2" closed system is required when liquid pesticide products, excluding adjuvants, have the 
statement "May be fatal if absorbed through skin" or "Corrosive, causes skin damage" or other 
comparable language. It must be capable of enclosing the pesticide while removing the contents 
from its original container, preventing the pesticide from contacting handlers. 

Exemptions: 

• Opening of a container by removal of the manufacturer's original seal without removing the 
contents before re-closing with a liquid-tight sealing device. 

• Regulatory personnel collecting samples of pesticides. 
• The rinsing of refillable pesticide containers to be returned to a pesticide dealer, pesticide 
registrant, or manufacturer. 

• An employee required to use a Tier 2 closed mixing system if the employee handles a daily 
maximum of one gallon or less. The employee shall wear all personal protective equipment 
required by pesticide product labeling and regulation when not using a closed mixing system. 
Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

20. Protection  of Persons,  Animals, and Property  3CCR § 6614 

Scope: All pesticide applications. 

The applicator shall evaluate, prior to  and  while  making the  application, the equipment, weather  
conditions, and both target and surrounding  areas  to determine the likelihood of  damage or  
contamination.   

High winds, inversions, proximity to residential areas, other gatherings of  people, or susceptible  
crops are examples of conditions which may increase the hazard potential of the application. Are 
there fieldworkers near the  site during the pesticide application?   
• Is there a reasonable possibility of the contamination of persons not involved in the 
application? 

• Is there a reasonable possibility of damage or contamination to non-target crops, animals 
(including bees) or property? 

If  workers not involved in the application are in the application exclusion zone or 
treated area of the field, separately  evaluate  whether their employer is in compliance 
with 3CCR § 6762 (Field Work During Pesticide Application)    
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Field Transplant Workers  
Some agricultural practices involve transplants being planted concurrent with an at-plant pesticide 
application. These transplant operations usually are accomplished using one of the following two 
methods. 

1.  Manual transplanting where the employees plant the seedlings in advance of the spray rig, 
with the spray rig following behind and applying the pesticide. This method is 
permissible if the fieldworkers stay in front of the treated area, stay outside the 
application exclusion zone, and do not contact pesticide treated surfaces directly or 
through drift. The employer must also comply with all fieldworker requirements 
including notification. 

2.   Mechanical transplant/application where the equipment is a combination planting 
apparatus and application rig (transplant rig). Employees feed seedlings onto a planting 
arm or wheel that manually or mechanically sets plants while at the same time a pesticide 
is applied. 

In scenarios of this sort, DPR considers the entire operation to be part of a “pesticide 
application process”. The workers are handlers and must be trained and equipped as 
handlers. The employer must comply with all handler requirements. It would be 
appropriate to perform a Pesticide Use Monitoring inspection but not a Fieldworker 
Safety inspection on this type of operation. (See Volume 8, Section 6.16 of the 
Compendium) 

Exemptions: 
• Public agencies or their contractors operating under a cooperative agreement with the 
Department of Public Health pursuant to section 116180 of the Health and Safety Code 
are exempt from the provisions of 3CCR § 6614(b)(1) if used in accordance with the 
registered labeling. (3CCR § 6620) 

21. Equipment Registered  FAC § 11732  

Scope: Equipment used by PCBs to mix or apply any pesticides. 

Verify that equipment is registered with the CAC. 

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. (FAC § 11531) 
• Pool service companies. (FAC § 11531) 
• Control of stump resprouting incidental to woodcutting. Compendium Volume 8 
section 4.7 

• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a 
permanent treatment plant. (FAC § 11531) 

• Pest control incidental to new construction or landscaping. Compendium Volume 1 subsection 
3.6.2, and PIPEP chapter 4. 

• Household or industrial sanitation. FAC § 11531 
• Seed treatment incidental to a person’s regular business. FAC § 11531 
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• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. FAC § 11531 
• Removal of diseased tissue or application of disinfectant to wounds by a tree 

surgeon. FAC § 11710 

22. Equipment Identified  3CCR § 6630  

Scope: Vehicles or equipment (ground rig, service rig, and similar equipment used for mixing 
or applying pesticides) by any agricultural or structural pest control business. 

All pest control businesses must identify equipment with markings readable at a distance of 25 
feet. The identification must include either: 
• Business’ name; or 
• Pest control business license number and a statement such as “Licensed Pest Control 
Operator”, “Fumigation Division” or similar wording. 

This requirement includes pickup trucks used by licensed Maintenance Gardeners to transport 
pesticides and application equipment. 

If there is a storage noncompliance, add 3CCR § 6674 to the inspection report and document the 
noncompliance to the remarks section of the inspection report. 

Exception:  Aircraft.  

23. Backflow  Prevention  3CCR § 6610  
Scope: All equipment; service rig (mix/load) and application equipment, that handles any pesticide 
and which draws water from an outside source. 

All equipment must be equipped with an air-gap separation backflow prevention device, or double 
check valve when handling pesticides and drawing water directly from any outside source. An 
outside source is anything other than a separate nurse tank. Outside sources include wells, streams, 
ditches, lakes, ponds and pipelines. The CAC should consult with the local water purveyor and 
county health department for additional approval criteria. N/A can be marked if water drawn from 
an outside source was not observed. The following are examples of devices that prevent backflow 
or reverse siphoning: 

• Air-Gap Separation - A physical break between the supply line and the receiving vessel. 
(This is the only method that is accepted by all water and health agencies). 

• Double Check Valve Assembly 
• Reduce Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Device 
• Single check valve, vacuum relief valve and low pressure drain assembly. 

See Appendix 3 for detailed information. 

Ask handlers to explain backflow systems that are unfamiliar or that appear inadequate 
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Exception: Generally, application equipment of 5 gallon capacity or less, such as hand carried or 
backpack sprayers, need not be equipped with a mechanical backflow device due to the 
impracticality of attaching a backflow device to this type of equipment. An air-gap must be 
manually maintained when filling in order to prevent backflow into the outside source. The CAC 
may require a backflow device if there is concern that a manual air-gap is not being maintained 
when the equipment is filled from an outside source. 

Exemptions: 
• Nurse rigs when they only carry water to equipment. 

24. Containers  Secured  3CCR § 6670  

Scope: All containers or equipment that holds or has held pesticides. 

Equipment or containers that hold or have held pesticides must be attended or in a locked 
enclosure if they present a hazard to persons or property. The CAC has authority to take 
possession of unattended pesticide or containers that create a hazard. If pesticides, containers or 
equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if responsible persons on site are 
adequately attending them. Factors include; 

• Proximity of containers to public access. 
• Proximity of attending person to the containers and the level of attention the attending person 
can provide. 

• Are the containers near a road or trail? 
• Are they in plain view of the applicator? 
• Could someone access the containers without the applicator seeing them? 
• All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain liquid pesticide may be secured with a 
locked closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 

A higher standard applies to property operators. 3CCR § 6672(b) requires that each person that 
controls the use of a property must attend all pesticide containers or keep them in a locked 
enclosure. There is no element of this regulation requiring that the containers present a hazard. 

In some cases, pesticides may be stored in the cab in order to keep them locked up while the 
handler is performing an application.  

Ask, “When did you put the pesticides in the cab?” and/or “Why did you put the pesticides in 
the cab?” Base your compliance determination on the responses you receive. . Compendium 
Volume 8, Section 1.16 

“Attended” means a responsible person is in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over 
the pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated 
areas, the person must have pesticides in sight. Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14. 

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
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does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 
Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14. 

This requirement should be checked N/A only if no containers are present at the inspection site 
or the only containers on site hold or held products listed in Exemptions below. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 
• Exempt materials identified in 3CCR § 6402. 3CCR § 6686 

25. Pesticide Container Labeled/Closures  3CCR §  6676 
Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide. 
Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 
• Measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide. 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need registrant labeling. 3CCR §6678 
• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. 

26. Service Container Labeling  3CCR § 6678  

Scope: All containers, other than the original manufacturer’s labeled container, used to store or 
transport dilute or concentrated mixtures of any pesticide. 

Service containers shall be labeled with: 
• The name and address of the person or firm responsible for the container; 
• The identity of the economic poison in the container; and 
• The word “Danger,” Warning,” or “Caution,” in accordance with the label on the original 
container. 

Determine whether the service container labeling is complete. If pesticides are loaded into 
application equipment on site and all the pesticide mix is used during the application and 
equipment is rinsed, no service container labeling is required. The definition for service 
container may be found in FAC § 12757.5. 

Examples of violations include containers with no labeling, incomplete labeling or multiple label 
tags that do not accurately reflect the contents of the container. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 
• Containers used by a person engaged in the business of farming while on that person’s 
property.

  27. Proper Containers  3CCR § 6680 
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Scope: All pesticides being used, transported or in storage. 

If service containers or measuring devices (used to store pesticides) are observed, examine 
them to assure that pesticides are not being placed in prohibited containers commonly used for 
food, drink or household products. Examples of improper storage containers include empty 
coffee cans, soda bottles or cans or cooking vessels. 

Application of this regulation must recognize that both food products and pesticides are 
distributed in a wide variety of containers and some overlap is inevitable. This regulation does 
not prohibit end users from using generic plastic or glass bottles, plastic bags or similar 
containers (that have no identifiable food or beverage use labeling,) as service containers. ENF 
2006-029 - Policy Concerning Use of Prohibited Containers as Service Containers for 
Pesticides 

If all pesticides are in proper containers, check the “YES” box. If no containers are observed at 
the application and/or the mix/load site, check the “N/A” box. 

Exemptions:  None. 

28. Proper Pesticide Transport  3CCR § 6682 

Scope: All pesticides that are transported in vehicles. 

Fieldworkers should not be riding in the back of a truck used to transport pesticides. Violations 
include pesticide containers not secured during transport, spillage of concentrates found in 
vehicles and storage of pesticides in the same compartment with food, feed or persons. Storage 
of PPE in the same box with pesticides is a violation of 3CCR § 6738(a). 

Check the pesticide storage box on vehicles to determine if pesticides are properly secured. Verify 
that no pesticides are being transported in the cab. In some cases, pesticides may be stored in the 
cab in order to keep them locked up while the handler is performing an application If you see 
pesticides stored in an unoccupied cab, question the handler or operator to determine if they are 
being transported in violation. Ask, “When did you put the pesticides in the cab?” and/or “Why 
did you put the pesticides in the cab?” Base your compliance determination on the responses you 
receive. (). Compendium Volume 8, Section 1.16 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. guidance – based on 3CCR § 6686(c) 
• Pesticide containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder 
on his property. 3CCR § 6686 
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29. Containers  Properly Rinsed 3CCR § 6684  

Scope: All pesticide containers that have held less than 28 gallons of liquid pesticide concentrate 
that is diluted for use. 

Handlers must triple rinse and drain containers at the time of use. Handlers must add the rinsate 
to the mix tank and use rinsate in the application. Time of use means prior to the end of the 
mix/load operation (definition of Use 3CCR § 6000) to be effective the rinsing must be 
completed before the liquid pesticide has time to dry. If the mixer is putting many containers 
aside for rinsing at the end of the mix/load operation, and you are unable to determine if these 
containers are being properly rinsed during your inspection, document the circumstances and 
check on the containers during the next Record/Storage inspection of the company. Suspect 
businesses should be reported to the local Environmental Health agency and/or the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control. Failure to rinse is a violation under our jurisdiction. 
Collecting and/or holding unrinsed containers may be a violation under the jurisdiction of the 
local Environmental Health agency and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. 

Check empty containers for proper rinsing procedures. Puncturing the containers is 
recommended in order to allow for drainage and aeration. Unrinsed or improperly rinsed 
containers are considered hazardous waste and must be disposed in compliance with Titles 22 
and 23, California Code of Regulations. Contact the local Health Department or Regional Water 
Quality Control Board for more information. 

Except for containers to be returned to the registrant, each emptied container that has held less 
than 28 gallons of a liquid pesticide that is diluted for use shall be rinsed. Exempt containers may 
require special rinse procedures, be refilled offsite, returned to the registrant or be disposed as 
hazardous waste in compliance with local Environmental Health agency and/or the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control regulations 

The burning of plastic containers (jugs, buckets, etc.) may be in violation of local Air Pollution 
Control District regulations (APCD). Document any observations of burning plastic containers 
and refer to the APCD. 

Cal/EPA has determined that, when pesticide bags are emptied according to DPR's guidelines, 
they can be disposed of as non-hazardous waste. There are two disposal options available: 
disposal at lined Class III landfills or disposal at the site of application by burning under an 
agricultural burn permit Compendium Volume 8, Section 1.8, Pesticide Bag Disposal). Permits to 
burn empty bags are issued by the local Air Pollution Control District. Enforcement of bag 
disposal regulations is at the discretion of the CAC. (See 22CCR § 66260.10 – § 66262.70) 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers being returned to the registrant. 
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• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 
property. (3CCR § 6686) 

• Aerosol containers are exempt from regulation as hazardous waste under the following 
conditions: 
1.  The aerosol containers are emptied to the extent possible under normal use. 
2.  The aerosol containers are disposed of after use in accordance with labeling instructions. 
(Procedural Guidance For Enforcement Personnel pg. 54 Aerosol Container Disposal) 

30. Accurate Measurement  3CCR § 6604  

Scope: Weighing or measuring any concentrate pesticides. 

• Are pesticides being accurately weighed or measured? 
• Are the measuring devices calibrated to the smallest unit in which the concentrate is being 
used? 

Examples of inaccurate measurement would include estimating half a bag or part of a container. 
Examples of improper devices would include an uncalibrated container. 
Exemptions: Pesticides packaged and labeled as ready-to-use. 

31. Ground Water  Protection  3CCR § 6487.1-5 

Scope: The use of pesticides registered for agricultural, outdoor industrial, and outdoor 
institutional use containing chemicals listed in 3CCR § 6800(a). 

Ground Water Protection Use Requirements for All Areas in California 

Artificial Recharge Basins 3CCR § 6487.1 
Inside Canal and Ditch Banks 3CCR § 6487.2 

For all use of groundwater materials: Is the handler complying with the prohibition of 
applications below the high water line of an artificial recharge basin or a canal or ditch? 

Exemptions: 
• 3CCR § 6800(a) pesticides may be applied below the high water line in artificial 
recharge basins and in canals and ditches if applied six months or more before water 
is present. 

• 3CCR § 6800(a) pesticides may be applied below the high water line in canals and 
ditches if the user can document that the percolation rate is less than 0.2 inches per 
hour. 

Ground Water Protection Use Requirements Inside Ground Water Protection Areas 

Engineered Rights-of-Way within Groundwater Protection Areas 3CCR § 6487.3 
Runoff Ground Water Protection Areas 3CCR § 6487.4 
Leaching Ground Water Protection areas 3CCR § 6487.5 
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For leaching or runoff ground water protection areas: Is the handler applying a 3CCR § 6800(a) 
pesticide? If so, is the handler complying with the selected management practice, as modified by 
alternative management practices approved by the director as specified on the restricted materials 
permit. See Appendix 4 for more information. Violations should also be noted in restricted 
materials permit requirements numbers 4, 5 and 6 as appropriate. 

Exemptions: See 3CCR § 6487.3 - § 6487.5 for exemptions. 

32. Wellhead  Protection  3CCR § 6609  

Scope: Any person mixing or loading any pesticides within 100 feet of a well. Any person, 
applying any pre-emergent herbicide in 3CCR § 6800(a) or (b), within 100 feet of a well. 

For the application of any 3CCR § 6800(a) or (b) pre-emergent herbicides, the following 
activities shall be prohibited within 100 feet of a well (including domestic, municipal, 
agricultural, dry or drainage, monitoring, or abandoned wells) : 
• Mixing, loading, and storage of pesticides. 
• Rinsing of spray equipment or pesticide containers 
• Maintenance of spray equipment that could result in spillage of pesticide residues on the soil. 
• Application of pre-emergent herbicides. 

Application of pre-emergent herbicides shall be prohibited between the berm and the wellhead. 

Are wellheads protected from irrigation and rainfall runoff contacting any part of the wellhead 
by berms or other means? 

Note: This regulation refers to pre-emergent herbicides in two places: 3CCR § 6609(a)(4) and 
3CCR § 6609(c). In both cases the term pre-emergent herbicides applies only to pre-emergent 
herbicides listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) and (b). Applications of pre-emergent herbicides not listed, 
such as oxyflourfen (Goal), pendimethalin (Pendulum and Prowl), prodiamine (Barricide and 
Endurance) or flumioxacin (Chateau and Payload) are not affected by this regulation. 

Exemptions: 
• Wells sited so that irrigation or rainfall runoff water does not move from the perimeter of the 
wellhead toward the wellhead and contact or collect around any part of the wellhead. 

• Wells protected by berms that prevent movement of surface runoff water from the perimeter 
of the wellhead toward the wellhead. 

33. Dormant Insecticides  3CCR § 6960  

Scope: The operator of the property when making a dormant application of insecticides. 

When making a dormant insecticide application via ground rig, least the requirements specified in 
3CCR § 6960(b) must be met. 
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• Operator of the property to be treated shall obtain a written recommendation from a licensed 
pest control advisor prior to the application; and 

• Application shall not be made within 100 feet of any sensitive aquatic site; and 
• Wind speed shall be 3-10 miles per hour (mph) at the anemometer of the application site as 
measured by an anemometer on the upwind side. 

Dormant insecticide aerial applications are only allowed if soil conditions do not allow field 
entry or approaching bloom conditions necessitate aerial application and all the conditions in 
3CCR § 6960(b) are met. 

No dormant insecticide applications can be made when soil moisture is at field capacity and if a 
storm event is forecasted within 48 hours following the application, or a storm likely to produce 
runoff from the treated area forecasted within 48 hours following the application. 

Ground Application Exemptions: 
• Applications of dormant oil or biocontrol agents such as spinosad or Bacillus species. 
• Applications to hydrologically isolated sites. 
• Applications that divert any runoff to a recirculating system and/or a holding system for 72 
hours before release into a sensitive aquatic site. 

34. Surface Water Protection in Outdoor Nonagricultural Settings  3CCR § 6970  

When inspecting a maintenance gardener or other agricultural business licensee application of 
one of the pyrethroid listed in 3CCR § 6970 you should add this regulation in one of the spaces 
provided at the bottom of the Requirements Section. See page 24 General Information (b). The 
following information is provided for assessing compliance of 3CCR § 6970 – 6972. 

Scope: Pest control business applications of any pyrethroid listed in 3CCR § 6970 to outdoor 
nonagricultural sites. 

Most applications of the listed pyrethroids may only be made to outdoor nonagricultural sites 
using the following methods in order to reduce surface water contamination: 
• Spot treatments, 
• Pin stream or crack and crevice 
• Perimeter band treatment of three feet wide or less from the base of a building outward 
• Broadcast applications may be made to permeable horizontal surfaces but not within two feet 
of impervious horizontal surfaces. 

Perimeter band treatments to vertical surfaces such as walls, foundations and fencing are allowed 
up to two feet above grade level.  

No applications (except to the underside of eaves) may be made during precipitation, to standing 
water, within 25 feet of a downgradient aquatic habitat or to any drainage system component, 
and the preconstruction termiticide site within 10 feet of a storm drain located downgradient 
from the application. 
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Broadcast treatment of  termiticides may be  applied to preconstruction sites when the  treated soil 
is covered with a waterproof cover or  concrete prior to precipitation.  

Exemptions: 
• Injection into soil or structural materials, such as bricks, concrete or wood. 3CCR § 6972(a) 
• Post construction rod or trench termiticide application methods. 3CCR § 6972(b) 
• Applications to below ground insect nests or nests made of mud or paper combs. 3CCR § 
6972(c) 

• Application of baits in weatherproof stations or gel baits. 3CCR § 6972(d) 
• Applications to water in compliance with a NPDES permit. 3CCR § 6972(e) 
• Application to the underside of eaves. 3CCR § 6972(f) 
• Fogger or aerosol applications. 3CCR § 6972(g) 

35. San Joaquin Valley Ozone Nonattainment Area Use  Prohibitions  3CCR § 6884  

Scope: Pesticides containing abamectin, chlorpyrifos, gibberellins, or oxyfluorfen as the primary 
active ingredient in the San Joaquin Valley ozone nonattainment area (Fresno, Kings, Madera, 
Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tulare counties and parts Kern county) during the May 1 through 
October 31. 

When prohibitions are in effect for the San Joaquin Valley Ozone Nonattainment area, applications 
of high-volatile organic compound (VOC) agriculture use products containing abamectin, 
chlorpyrifos, gibberellins, or oxyfluorfen as the primary active ingredient cannot be made in the 
San Joaquin Valley Ozone Nonattainment area to alfalfa, almond, citrus, cotton, grape, pistachio, 
and walnut from May 1 through October 31. If there no prohibitions are in effect or the application 
is outside of the San Joaquin Valley Ozone Nonattainment area mark the requirement as N/A. 

Exceptions for use of high-VOC products are permitted when: 

• Chlorpyrifos used to control aphids on cotton. 
• Gibberellins applied at a rate of 16 grams of active ingredient per acre or less. 
• Oxyfluorfen applied at a rate of 0.125 (⅛) pounds of active ingredient per acre or less. 
• Emergency exemptions, Section 18s. 
• Special Local Need under Section 24(c). 
• Applications by or directed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture, or county agricultural commissioner to control, suppress or eradicate 
pests. 

• Precision spray technology meeting the criteria of the California Office of the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program. 
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Chapter 5:  Commodity Fumigation Use Monitoring 
Inspection Report (PR-ENF-105) 

A Commodity Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection is performed to 
monitor treatment of post- harvest agricultural commodities, stored 
agricultural commodities, potting soil or other products. 

Evaluation of fumigation activity provides information to better protect the 
public, pesticide handlers, and fieldworkers. Due to the high toxicity of 
fumigants and the nature of these substances, there are specific requirements 
designed to protect the public and employees. This inspection is designed to 
help you evaluate whether the property operator and licensed applicator is 
following these requirements and mitigating any hazards to persons, non-
target animals, and the environment. 

The Commodity Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection has twenty-seven 
requirements listed to identify the compliance level at the fumigation site. It is 
essential to understand the permit conditions, when applicable, and the 
provisions of each requirement to perform an adequate evaluation of a 
fumigation activity. 

Special header 
information  

Review the “General Inspection Procedures” chapter of this manual for more 
information regarding Header information, how to fill out the form, and other 
items common to all inspections. 

Business Type 
Document the type of business performing the fumigation. Both agricultural 
and structural PCBs can perform fumigations of commodities in structures. 
(B&P Code § 8505) Note: DPR recommends that permits for commodity 
fumigations using methyl bromide or sulfuryl fluoride performed by a PCB 
be conditioned to require applications be conducted by a licensed agricultural 
PCB. (Section 5.1 of Volume 3 - Restricted Materials and Permit 
Management PUE Program Standards). 

Fumigation Method 
Fill in the applicable description (chamber, tarp w/bin, tarp w/o bin, etc.). 

Commodity/Site 
Include the type of commodity treated and the site (ex: almonds/warehouse, 
strawberries/chamber, lemons/van, rice/sea container). 

Continued on next page 
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Chapter 5:  Commodity Fumigation Use Monitoring 
Inspection (PR-ENF-105), Continued 

Buffer Zones  – Treatment/Aeration  
Check the appropriate box for the type of inspection performed. 

Buffer Zone  Distance:  
Refer to permit conditions and verify that required buffer zones are 
established. Document the buffer zone distance in the space provided. 

Requirements 
1. Pest Control Business Licensed  FAC  § 11701  

Scope: Any business performing pest control  for another person for any  compensation. This  
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control  work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Verify that the business is licensed in the proper  category. Is the license valid for the current  
year?  

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when registered with the SPCB. (FAC § 11531) 

2. Pest Control Business Registered in County  FAC § 11732 

Scope: Any business performing pest control  for another person for any  compensation. This  
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control  work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403.  

Check  your office records for PCB  registration with  your county. Is it valid  for the  current year?  
Is  all equipment registered appropriately?  

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses must provide annual registration per FAC § 15204.5. 
  3. Labeling Available at Use Site  3CCR § 6602 

Scope: All registered pesticides. 

Registered labeling covering the intended use must be available at the use site. Registered 
labeling includes Special Local Need (SLN) labeling, Section 18 directions, and published 
University of California recommendations. Commercial advertising does not comply with 
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the requirements of this regulation, even if it includes use directions. 

Labeling at the use site must not differ in any material manner with the labeling registered by 
DPR. Differences in the directions, restrictions or precautions are not acceptable. Differences in 
specimen labeling format (i.e.,  photocopies, CDs, , and electronic copies) are considered 
acceptable unless the difference(s) could cause the pesticide to be used in a manner conflicting 
with the registered labeling or they create a false or misleading perception. If you suspect the 
labeling is inaccurate, refer the case to your DPR EBL for product compliance investigation. 

Review the pesticide labeling to see what additional documents are required to be at the use 
site. These documents may include a technical information bulletin, a handbook or manual. 

Check “N/A” for this requirement when performing aeration phase inspection (for proposed 
new form) 

Exemptions: None. 

4. Notice of Intent (NOI) Submitted  3CCR § 6434 

Scope: Required prior to an agricultural use application of a California restricted material 
that requires a permit. 

Most commodity fumigations are industrial use in which case this requirement would not be  
applicable.  If  this is the case, check “N/A”.  DPR encourages  CACs to  condition non-
agricultural permits to require NOIs to allow  for inspections. Failure to submit an  NOI 
required by permit condition would be a violation of FAC § 12973. Use of  non-agricultural 
restricted  materials must  be inspected at  least once per  year. 3CCR § 6436 

The NOI may be submitted by the operator of the property, the operator’s authorized 
representative,  or by a pest control business. Regardless of who submits the NOI for 
agricultural use, the operator of the property is ultimately responsible for submission. In some 
cases involving ongoing use, a fumigant use schedule maybe substituted for individual or daily 
NOIs. 

Has an NOI been properly completed and submitted? Are any environmental changes 
noted? You may need to check this requirement at the office either before or after the 
inspection. 

Exemptions: When all the information normally submitted on an NOI is already on the 
permit and an NOI is not required by the CAC, the NOI is not required. 
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5. Certified Applicator Supervision  3CCR § 6406  

Scope: California Restricted Materials or Federally Restricted Use Pesticide being handled by 

a non-certified applicator. 

A certified applicator must be available to direct and control an application by a non-certified 
applicator. The availability of the certified applicator shall be directly related to the hazards of 
the handling activity. 
• Is the certified applicator aware of conditions at the application site? 
• Can the certified applicator stop the application when conditions (ex: weather, odor) 
warrant? 

• Does the non-certified applicator have a way to contact the certified applicator if there is a 
problem? 

Some labeling requires physical/visual presence of a certified applicator. Whenever activities 
requiring physical/visual presence are being conducted, the certified applicator must be 
physically located on the premises or contiguous parcel. Whenever a certified applicator is 
supervising one non-certified handler, the certified applicator must maintain an “in line of 
sight” visual standard. In situations where there are two or more non-certified handlers, the 
certified applicator and the non-certified handlers being supervised must be able to contact each 
other directly, at all times, during the handling activities that require physically present 
supervision.  
If the pesticide(s) being handled are not California Restricted Materials or Federally Restricted 
Use Pesticide, check this requirement as “N/A”. 

Exemptions: None. 

6. Complies  with Permit Conditions  FAC § 12973 

Scope: All applications of restricted materials with permit conditions. 

Look at the  application rate, gas-tight fumigation lines, buffer  and aeration zones, and aeration 
period, and then compare your  observations with the permit conditions. For  methyl bromide or  
sulfuryl fluoride - is the  maximum amount of the fumigant used less than 1,000 pounds in a 24- 
hour period? No person is allowed to be inside an enclosed space, or inside  enclosures that  
share a  common wall with the fumigation  chamber, during the fumigation.  

If the application is introduced from an enclosed room, the enclosed room must be ventilated 
while occupied. A Nitrogen or compressed air must be used to purge fumigant lines prior to 
changing cylinders. Document, if the control room is mechanically ventilated during the 
fumigation and if workers are present. If the aeration is initiated manually, the applicator must 
wear a self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). For initiation of remote control aeration, the 
applicator is exempt from wearing SCBA. Aeration must be initiated during daylight hours 
(between one hour after sunrise and one hour before sundown), unless a standard height stack is 
used. Aeration must be a minimum of 4 hours when mechanical ventilation is used, and 12 
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hours when passive ventilation is used. In addition, the methyl bromide concentration within the 
fumigated space must be less than 5 ppm before the commodity can be moved. 

The methyl bromide concentration in enclosed areas must be verified by a detection device as 
less than 5 parts per million, or labeling permissible exposure limit (PEL), before persons may 
enter without SCBA. When methyl bromide is present at less than the labeling PEL, no 
individual may be inside the enclosed area without SCBA for more than 1 hour in a 24 
hour period. For more detailed instructions, refer to the permit and worksite plan, and Section 
Appendix G Commodity Fumigation of Volume 3 - Restricted Materials and Permit 
Management PUE Program Standards. 

Review the permit conditions and make sure the conditions are followed. Labeling may have 
specific requirements, such as use of a fumigant detection device during the fumigation and 
buffer zone requirements. 

Exemption: None. 

7. Labeling – Aeration/Reentry  FAC § 12973 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Review the labeling (including product manuals) to determine compliance with aeration and 
reentry requirements. Workers are not allowed to enter the treated area during aeration except 
under the conditions stated in requirement 5 above. Review the labeling for early entry 
requirements. Guidance: California Methyl Bromide Commodity Fumigation Reference 
Manual 

Exemptions: None. 

8. Labeling – Site/Rate/Buffers/Other FAC § 12973 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Review the labeling to determine if the site is listed on the labeling, the rate is appropriate for the 
site, any information relating to other requirements and that labeling-required buffer zones are 
observed. Review the labeling for other restrictions. 

Exemptions: See 3CCR § 6000 definition of conflict with labeling for exceptions. 

9. Labeling – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  FAC § 12973  

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Review the labeling and determine what PPE is required. Both employees and employers are 
required to comply with PPE requirements specified on the labeling. Observe the employee 
handlers to see if they are wearing the labeling-required PPE such as SCBA or eye protection. If 
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the employee handlers are not wearing all required PPE, determine if it was provided.  Is the PPE 
in good condition and well fitted? Address each piece of safety equipment separately. 

Labeling required PPE used by non-employees (owners, property operators and others) must 
meet the maintenance and storage standards listed in 3CCR § 6738(a). Although 3CCR § 6700 – 
6795 apply only to employees, these standards are applicable to interpreting labeling 
requirements for non-employees as required in 3CCR § 6601 General Application of Standards. 
See page 6. 

Exemptions: All substitutions and exemptions listed in 3CCR § 6738, et seq. including 
substitutions listed for closed systems and/or enclosed cabs in 3CCR § 6738.4. See 
Appendix 1. 

10. Regulations - Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  3CCR § 6738 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide. 

Check “NO” for this requirement if any employee is not wearing all of the PPE required by the 
regulations and the registered pesticide labeling. Document the exact nature and circumstances 
of the violation. When required, PPE must be worn throughout the handling process. 

If employee handlers are not wearing required PPE, determine and document if it was provided 
by the employer and is available on site. 

All PPE must be cleaned and inspected daily. Worn, damaged or heavily contaminated PPE must 
be replaced immediately. Check the condition of PPE and ask handlers what procedures they 
follow for cleaning and replacement. 

See Appendix 1 for specific requirements and exemptions. 

11. Respiratory Protection  3CCR § 6739 

Scope: 
• Employees when required by labeling, permit or regulation or employer policy. 
• When employees wear respiratory equipment. 

When a fumigation utilizing methyl bromide or sulfuryl fluoride is commenced from inside an 
enclosed space for commodity treatment, the handler(s) must wear a self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA). Respiratory protection is required to be worn when the concentration of 
phosphine is unknown or exceeds the permissible exposure limit (PEL) 

Verify that employees have been provided and are using the appropriate type of respirator as 
identified on the labeling, permit or regulation (organic vapor, dust/mist filtering, HEPA-only or 
other) and that the respirator is a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
approved respirator. Verify that the equipment is being used properly and has been properly 
maintained. See more information on respiratory protection in Appendix 1. 
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Exemptions: 
• See 3CCR § 6738.4 on substitutions allowed when using closed systems or enclosed cabs. 
• When respirator use is allowed by the employer even though not required by labeling, 
permit or regulation. (See Voluntary respirator provisions in Appendix 1). 

12. Handler(s) Trained  3CCR § 6724  

Scope: Employees who handle any pesticide. 

Certified private or commercial applicators are considered trained. Check “YES” 
for this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

Employers must train employees before they handle pesticides, update the training to cover 
new pesticides, and repeat training at least annually (12 month period) thereafter. Initial 
training may be waived if an employee submits a record showing that training meeting the 
requirements of this regulation and covering the pesticides and use situations applicable to the 
new employment situation was received within the last year. Handler training performed in 
another state is not recognized due to the many unique aspects of California’s pesticide safety 
program. Pesticide safety training must be conducted by a person who meets the qualifications 
included in 3CCR § 6724. 

Observe how the handler is performing his/her task. Does he/she appear to have received 
adequate training?  Does the applicator follow the fumigant labeling directions? Does the 
applicator utilize required PPE appropriately? Were all precautions taken before the 
commencement of the application? During the application, does the applicator monitor the 
application conditions and equipment? Interview the employee to determine who provided the 
training. Where was the training conducted? When was the training provided? 

If the responses you receive and/or the behavior observed causes concern, perform a 
Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspection to verify the training status of the employee. 
Consider issuing a cease and desist order for the use activity if unsafe conditions are observed. 
See the Compliance Action section on page 27 for more information. 

PCAs are considered trained 3CCR § 6720(d)(1) 
• Exemptions: None 

13. Emergency  Medical  Care Posting  3CCR § 6726 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide. 

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site or on the work vehicle, the 
name, address, and telephone number of a facility able to provide emergency medical care whenever 
employees will be handling pesticides, and if the identified facility is not reasonably accessible from 
that work location, procedures to be followed to obtain emergency medical care. Employees are 
informed of the name and location of a facility where emergency medical care is available. 
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The local poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no additional information is 
inadequate as is the displaying 9-1-1”. Medical care information in an employee’s wallet or in the 
glove compartment of the work vehicle does not meet the regulation requirements. 

Exemptions:  None 

14. Decontamination Facility  3CCR § 6734  

Scope: For all pesticides. 
• Non-production agriculture and non-agriculture settings - employees handling 
pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” 

• Commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity - employees 
handling any pesticide. 

Contents:  
• Sufficient water 
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls 

Location: 
Non-production agriculture and non-agricultural settings: 
• Within 100 feet of the mixing and loading site. 

Production plant agriculture: 
• At the mixing and loading site and. 
• Within 1/4 mile of each handler or at closest point of vehicular access. 
• The decontamination site for pilots may be at the loading site regardless of the distance from 
the field being treated. 

The requirement for decontamination facilities would be located within 100 feet of the mixing 
or loading site. In the case of gases such as methyl bromide or sulfuryl fluoride, this would be 
the area where the fumigant is “introduced’ from the cylinder into the fumigated space. 

Decontamination materials must be together (not scattered around the site) 3CCR § 6701, 
which requires that Worker Health and Safety regulations be interpreted at least as strict and 
consistent with the federal Worker Protection Standard. CFR § 170.311(c) specifically requires 
that decontamination supplies, “be located together”. The water must be of a quality and 
temperature that will not cause illness or injury and be suitable for eye flushing. Water that 
contains debris or algae is not acceptable. 

Waterless hand cleaners may be substituted for soap but water must still be provided and used. 
Hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes are not acceptable. 

Exemptions: None. 
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15. SCBA Worn / Continuous Monitoring / Plan Followed  3CCR § 6780(b) & (c) 

Scope: Employees involved in fumigations. 

3CCR § 6780 (b) - Whenever an employee may be exposed above an exposure standard to 
methyl bromide, sulfuryl fluoride, or other fumigants for which only air-supplied respirator 
equipment is approved, the employer shall either: 
• Require the use of SCBA. 
• Employ continuous monitoring. 
• Employ another plan, method, or work practice approved by the Director. 

Do the employees wear SCBA when entering an unknown atmosphere? 

The employer shall provide and require the employee to wear approved respiratory protective 
equipment when fumigant concentrations cannot be controlled, and an employee’s exposure 
exceeds the Permissible Exposure Limit (PEL) as specified in Title 8, California Code of 
Regulations, § 5155, Airborne Contaminants, or more stringent requirements by product 
labeling. For information on PELs go to <http://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/5155table_ac1.html>. 

3CCR § 6780(c) – The Director may accept a Fumigation Safety Program that describes 
methods, work practices, devices or processes that the Director determines will ensure that 
employees will not be exposed to concentrations of fumigants in excess of the PEL. Familiarize 
yourself with permit conditions that have specific requirements for the number of SCBA at the 
use site, when to utilize the SCBA, and method of ventilation. 

Exemptions: None. 

16. Accident Response Plan at Worksite 3CCR §  6780(d)   

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site. 

The employer shall have an accident response plan at the worksite to protect employees, and 
train employees on the accident response plan procedures. At least two basic pieces of 
information should be included in the Accident Response Plan. The first should be information 
regarding the security of the area where the problem occurred. The second is information on 
whom to contact in the event of a problem. Contacts may include the operator of the property, 
fire department, heath department, or hazardous materials response team. 

Emergency information must be in writing, available at the work site, and include emergency 
phone numbers. This information should also be covered during the routine training required by 
regulation. General information on spills and leaks are available on the labeling, and should be 
referenced in the plan. 

Ask the handlers what actions they would take if an accident or leak occurred. If handlers refer to 
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the appropriate parts of the labeling and produce phone numbers of persons to contact in an 
emergency, they are probably informed of an Accident Response Plan.  

Check “N/A” when performing aeration. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

17. Two Trained Employees  3CCR §  6782(a)  

Scope: Fumigations of enclosed areas involving employees. Two trained employees must be 
present when: 

• The fumigant is introduced. 
• An employee enters the fumigated area to facilitate aeration. 
• An employee enters the fumigated area to determine the concentration level and either the 
labeling or regulations require PPE. 

Methyl Bromide and chloropicrin labeling also require two trained persons. The two persons 
may be two employers, two employees or one of each. If an employer is working alone cite 
FAC § 12973. 

3CCR § 6782(c) requires that the second employee have access to the PPE required by the 
labeling to allow safe entry for potential rescue action. This means that a second SCBA must be 
available on site when entry is made into IDLH (immediately dangerous to life and health) 
atmospheres. See also 3CCR § 6739(g). 

Ask the employees how and when they were trained. What safety precautions do they take when 
engaging in the three activities listed above? What would be their response if the person entering 
the enclosed area was injured or incapacitated? 

Exemptions: 
• When a solid fumigant is introduced into an enclosed area from outside the enclosed area 
only one trained person needs to be present. 

18. Warning Signs Posted,  Required Information 3CCR § 6782(d) 

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site. 

Verify that warning signs are posted prior to the commencement of fumigation. Warning signs 
shall be posted in plainly visible locations on or in the immediate vicinity of all entrances to the 
space under fumigation. Signs shall not be removed until fumigation and ventilation have been 
completed. The signs shall be: 
• Printed in red on white background 
• In English and Spanish in letters not less than two inches “Danger – Fumigation” 
• Skull and Crossbones with letters not less and one inch the name of the fumigant 
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• Date and time of fumigation injection,  
• Name, address and telephone number of the applicator performing the fumigation.  

Exemptions: None 

19. Treated Area /  Products Managed  3CCR § 6782(g) 

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site.  

After the  completion of the fumigation, the treated area shall be managed to prevent employee  
exposure.  
• How is the treated area being managed? 
• What precautions were taken to protect the worker(s) from being exposed to a 
concentration in excess of the PEL? 

• If the product labeling has more stringent requirements, make sure the requirements are met. 

Ask and observe how the fumigated product is managed to prevent exposure from off gassing. 
For information on PELs go to <http://www.dir.ca.gov/Title8/5155table_ac1.html>. 

Exemptions: None 

20. Methyl Bromide and /or Chloropicrin  – Properly Sealed  Space  3CCR § 6453(a)  

Scope: Methyl bromide and/or chloropicrin use on nursery stock or other agricultural 
commodities, potting soil, soil mixes, appliances, or equipment. 

The fumigation shall be done in a properly sealed fumigation chamber, railroad car, truck trailer, 
or under a gas-confining tarp approved by the commissioner or director. Refer to permit conditions 
for specific tarp requirements and method of sealing. Check structure or tarp and seals. If aeration 
ducts are used, ask how they are sealed. Evaluate that the fumigant is injected in a manner that 
minimizes gas loss. 

Exemptions: None 

21. Accurate Measurement  3CCR §  6604  

Scope: Weighing or measuring any concentrate pesticides. 

Are pesticides being accurately weighed or measured? Are the measuring devices calibrated to 
the smallest unit in which the concentrate is being used? 

Ask the applicator how he/she adjusts the flow meter to achieve the desired rate. Document your 
observations (equipment and manufacturer’s name and how the fumigant introduced is measured). 

Exemptions: Pesticides packaged and labeled as ready-to-use. 
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 22.  Protection of Persons /  Animals /  Property  3CCR § 6614  
 

  
 

  
   

   
 

    
 

   
    

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
    

 
 

    
  

   
   

 
 

 
  

 

Scope: Application of any pesticide. 

The applicator shall evaluate prior to and while making the application,  the equipment, weather 
conditions, and both target and surrounding areas, to determine the likelihood of damage or 
contamination. High winds, inversions, proximity to residential areas or other gatherings of 
people and other sensitive sites are examples of conditions which may increase the hazard 
potential of the application. Are there any fieldworkers near the site during the pesticide 
application? Even though there may not be drift, consider if there is: 
• A reasonable possibility of the contamination of persons not involved in the application. 
• A reasonable possibility of damage or contamination to non-target crops, animals (including 
bees), or property. 

Exemptions: Public agencies or their contractors operating under a cooperative agreement with 
the Department of Public Health pursuant to section 116180 of the Health and Safety Code are 
exempt from the provisions of 3CCR § 6614(b)(1). (3CCR § 6620) 

23. Equipment Registered PCB FAC § 11732  

Scope: Equipment used by PCBs to mix or apply any pesticide. 

Verify that equipment is registered with the CAC. 

Exemptions: 
• Equipment used for structural pest control. (FAC § 11531) 

24. Equipment Identified PCB 3CCR § 6630 

Scope: Vehicles (such as trucks, tractors or trailers) used for mixing or applying any pesticides 
by an agricultural or structural pest control business. 

All pest control businesses must identify each vehicle with markings readable at a distance of 
25 feet. The identification must include either: 
• Business’ name; or 
• Pest control business license number and a statement such as “Licensed Pest Control 
Operator”, “Fumigation Division” or similar wording. Vehicles used only to transport and 
apply pesticides are not required to have pesticide storage posting per 3CCR § 6674. 

Exemptions: None 
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25. Containers  Secured/Attended  3CCR § 6670  

Scope: All containers that hold pesticides, emptied pesticide containers, and equipment that 
holds or has held any pesticide. 

Equipment or containers that hold or have held pesticides must be attended or in a locked 
enclosure if they present a hazard to persons or property. The CAC has authority to take 
possession of unattended pesticide or containers that create a hazard. If pesticides, containers or 
equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if responsible persons on site are 
adequately attending them. Factors include; 

•  Proximity of the containers to public access 
• Proximity of the attending person to the containers and the level of attention the 
attending person can provide 

• Are the containers near a road or trail? 
• Are they in plain view of the applicator? 
• Could someone access the containers without the applicator seeing them? 
• All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain liquid pesticide may be secured with a 
locked closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 

Also see 3CCR § 6672 (a) and (b) for container control requirements. 

When inspecting property operators a higher standard should be applied. 3CCR § 6672(b) 
requires that each person that controls the use of a property must attend all pesticide containers 
or keep them in a locked enclosure. There is no element of this regulation that requires 
demonstration that the containers present a hazard. 

“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight. . Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14 

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 
Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14 

Fumigants must be locked at all times when unattended. For methyl bromide or sulfuryl 
fluoride cylinders, merely closing the bonnet without otherwise locking or securing it is 
insufficient to meet this requirement. This requirement should be checked “N/A” only if no 
containers are present at the inspection site. 

Exemptions: None 
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26. Containers  Labeled/Closures  3CCR § 6676 

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide 

Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 

Exemptions: 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need the registrants labeling. (3CCR § 

6678) 
• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. 

27. Proper Pesticide Transport  3CCR § 6682  

Scope: All pesticides that are transported in vehicles. 

Check the inside of the operator’s service vehicle for any pesticides or pesticide containers. 
Persons should not be riding in the back of a truck used to transport pesticides. Some fumigant 
labeling requires an upright position and/or chaining of cylinders during transportation. 
Violations include pesticide containers not secured during transport, spillage of concentrates 
found in vehicles and storage of pesticides in the same compartment with food, feed or persons. 
Storage of PPE in the same box with pesticides is a violation of 3CCR § 6738(a). Refer to the 
product labeling for storage directions, including storage of the fumigant in a well ventilated area. 

• Are pesticides are being transported in the cab? 
• Are pesticides stored in an unoccupied cab? 
• Question the handler or operator to determine if they are being transported in violation. 
•  Ask, “When did you put the pesticides in the cab?” and/or “Why did you put the pesticides in 
the cab?” 

Base your compliance determination on the responses you receive. (In some cases, primarily in 
structural settings, pesticides may be stored in the cab in order to keep them locked up while the 
handler is performing an application). 

Exemptions: 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. Guidance – based on § 3CCR 6686(c)] 
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Chapter 6: Field Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection  
Report (PR-ENF-106) 

Purpose Evaluation of a field fumigation activity provides information to better protect 
the public, pesticide handlers, and fieldworkers. Due to the high toxicity of 
fumigants and the nature of these substances, there are specific requirements 
designed to protect the public and employees. This inspection is designed to 
evaluate whether the applicator and the property operator are following these 
conditions to mitigate any possible hazard to persons, non-target animals, 
crops, and property.   

In a Field Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection there are forty-one 
requirements listed to measure the compliance level. To perform an adequate 
evaluation of a fumigation activity it is essential to understand the permit 
conditions and the parameters of each requirement. 

When to use 
this form 

A Field Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection is an evaluation of fumigation 
activity at sites such as: 

• Field 
• Greenhouse 
• Tree site 
• Raised tarp at a nursery 
• Golf course  

Examples of fumigants used in field fumigations include methyl bromide, 
metam sodium, metam potassium, chloropicrin, Dazomet and sodium 
tetrathiocarbonate.  

Fumigant use in greenhouses or similar structures, golf courses, replant of 
individual vine or tree sites less than one contiguous acre, raised-tarp at 
nursery of less than one acre, potting soil and golf course settings are 
considered field fumigations. However, fumigations in these settings are 
exempt from requirement numbers 23 – 32 [3CCR § 6447 – § 6451.1 and § 
6784(b)].  

If the fumigation use is on a post harvest commodity, equipment, or other 
industrial use, then the Commodity Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection 
Form (PR-ENF-105) should be used.   

Continued on next page 
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Requirements, Continued 

Special header 
information 

The following information boxes appear on the Field Fumigation Use 
Monitoring Inspection form. Review the “General Procedures” chapter of this 
manual for more information regarding header information.  

Fumigation Method 
List the four-digit code designated for the fumigation method employed (see 
Appendix 7). When a non-coded method is used outside a non-attainment 
area or in a non-attainment area from September through April, print “Other”, 
list the active ingredient and describe the non-coded method in the “Remarks” 
section. 
Buffer Zones –Inner/Outer  - Buffer Zone Distance Required: 
• For methyl bromide 

o Measure the buffer zones (inner and outer) in feet and document 
the measured distances. 

o Refer to the permit conditions to verify correct distances.  
• For other fumigants – if there is only one applicable buffer zone, record 

the measured distance in the outer buffer zone block. Print ”N/A” in the 
inner buffer zone block.  

Requirements 
1. Pest Control Business Licensed FAC § 11701 

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Verify that the business is licensed. Is the license valid for the current year? Beginning January 
1, 2009 PCBs must be licensed in subcategory “O”. See 3CCR § 6536 

Exemptions:  
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. (FAC § 11531) 
• Other exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

2. PCB Registered FAC § 11732 

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Check your office records for PCB registration with your county. Is it valid for the current year? 
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Exemptions:  
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. (FAC § 11531) 
• Other exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

3. Licensed in Proper Category 3CCR § 6536 

Scope: Any person that performs or supervises field fumigations for a licensed pest control 
business. 

Verify that the supervisor is licensed in the proper category. Is the license valid for the current 
year? Beginning January 1, 2009 PCBs must be licensed in subcategory “O” to perform field 
fumigations. See also 3CCR § 6445.5. 

Exemptions: None. 

4. NAA Emission Allowance (May-October) 3CCR § 6452.3 

Scope:  Any person applying a field fumigant from May 1 through October 31 in an ozone non-
attainment area. 

Verify that the fumigation has been permitted and that the amount of fumigant used is in 
compliance with the allowance stipulated in the permit. 

Exemptions: 
• Fumigations of less than 5 acres when below the threshold acreage set by the Director of the 

Department of Pesticide Regulation. 
• Raised tarp nursery fumigations of less than one acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

5.   Labeling Available at Use Site 3CCR § 6602 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses.  

Registered labeling covering the specific use must be available at the use site. Registered labeling 
includes relevant supplemental, Special Local Need [24(c)] labeling and Section 18 directions. 
Review the pesticide labeling to see what additional documents are required to be at the use sites. 
These documents may include supplemental labeling such as the metam sodium manual or a 
handbook on the use of aluminum phosphide. Commercial advertising does not comply with the 
requirements of this regulation, even if it includes use directions. 

Labeling at the use site must not differ in any material manner with the labeling registered by DPR. 
Differences in the directions, restrictions or precautions are not acceptable. Differences in format 
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(i.e., specimen labeling, photocopies, CDs, or photographs) are not normally considered material 
unless the difference(s) could cause the pesticide to be used in a manner conflicting with the 
registered labeling or they create a false or misleading perception. If you suspect the labeling is 
inaccurate, refer the case to your DPR EBL for product compliance investigation. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

6. Notice of Intent (NOI) Submitted 3CCR § 6434 

Scope: Required prior to the application of a permitted California restricted material 
for agricultural use.  

The NOI may be submitted by the operator of the property, his authorized representative 
or licensed agricultural pest control adviser, or by a pest control business. Regardless of 
who submits the NOI for agricultural use, the operator of the property is ultimately 
responsible for submission.   

Has an NOI been properly completed and submitted? Are any environmental changes 
noted? You will need to check this requirement at the office either before or after the 
inspection. 

For methyl bromide, 3CCR § 6450.1 requires that the NOI be submitted at least 48 hours 
prior to the fumigation. 

Exemptions: When all the information normally submitted on an NOI is already on the permit 
and an NOI is not required by the CAC, the NOI is not required. For methyl bromide 
fumigations (agricultural and non-agricultural), there is no exemption.   

7. Certified Applicator Supervision 3CCR § 6406 

Scope: California or federally restricted material(s) being handled by a non-certified 
applicator. 

A certified applicator must be available to direct and control an application by a non-certified 
applicator. The availability of the certified applicator shall be directly related to the hazards of 
the handling activity. Is the certified applicator aware of conditions at the application site? Can 
the certified applicator stop the application when conditions (ex: weather, odor) warrant? Does  
the non-certified applicator have a way to contact the certified applicator if there is a problem? 

In addition, some labeling requires physical/visual presence of a certified applicator. Whenever 
activities requiring physical/visual presence are being conducted, the certified applicator must be 
physically located on the premises or contiguous parcel. Whenever a certified applicator is 
supervising one non-certified handler, the certified applicator must maintain an “in line of sight” 
visual standard. In situations where there are two or more non-certified handlers, the certified 
applicator and the non-certified handlers being supervised must be able to contact each other 
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directly, at all times, during the handling activities that require physically present supervision. 
The ability to have immediate voice communication via radio, cell phone or other device is 
required. This does not include text messaging, computer generated voice paging, voicemail or 
any other device that does not provide immediate and direct human-to-human communication.   

If all persons handling the restricted material are certified applicators, check this requirement as 
“N/A”. If the pesticide(s) being handled are not federal or California restricted materials, check 
this requirement as “N/A”.   

Exemptions: None.  

8. Complies with Permit Conditions FAC § 12973 

Scope: All applications of permitted restricted materials with conditions. 

Is the handler using the pesticide in compliance with all permit conditions issued by the 
commissioner? Review the restricted materials permit to see that its conditions are met. Observe 
and record details of the application so that they can be compared to the permit conditions on 
record.  

Review the most recent CAC permit conditions and check to make sure that the buffer zone(s), 
application rate, method, posting, and all other specific permit conditions are observed. Verify 
that labeling and permit buffer zones are in compliance. Observe workers’ activities in the 
surrounding area. Make sure no one is working within the buffer zone area.   

Some counties require that Telone and Metam Sodium applicators must receive specific training 
before handling these fumigants (review your county’s permit conditions).   

Exemptions: None. 

9. Labeling – Aeration/Reentry FAC § 12973 

Scope: All registered fumigant uses. 

Review the labeling to determine compliance with aeration and reentry requirements. Workers 
are not allowed to enter the treated area or buffer zones during aeration except as permitted in 
3CCR § 6770(b), 6771, 6450.1 and 6450.2. Review the labeling for early entry requirements.  

The installation of irrigation pipe during fumigation is not allowed by the labeling (or permit 
conditions). Fumigant labels prohibit entry by any person until 48 hours after the application. 
The only exceptions are for specific handling tasks identified on the labeling. The only tasks 
identified are those necessary to apply the fumigant and to remove the tarpaulin.  

Exemptions: None.   
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10.  Labeling – Site/Rate/Buffers/Other FAC § 12973 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Review the labeling to determine if the site is listed on the labeling, the rate is appropriate for the 
site, and information relating to equipment and other requirements. Review the labeling for other 
restrictions such as those pertaining to soil moisture condition and temperature (examples:  
Metam Sodium and Telone).   

Exemptions: See 3CCR § 6000 definition of conflict with labeling for exceptions. 

11. Labeling – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) FAC § 12973 

Scope: All persons handling registered pesticides. 

Review the labeling and determine what PPE is required. Both employees and employers are 
required to comply with PPE requirements specified on the labeling. Observe the employee 
handlers to see if they are wearing the labeling-required PPE  such as eye protection. If the 
employee handlers are not wearing all required PPE, determine if it was provided. Is the PPE in 
good condition and well fitted? Address each piece of safety equipment separately. 

Review the labeling and determine what PPE is prohibited. Verify that handlers are not wearing 
PPE, or other items prohibited by the labeling. Methyl bromide labeling prohibits the use of 
gloves or boots, tight-fitting clothing, rings and other jewelry. 

Failure of employers or property operators to wear safety equipment required by the labeling is a 
use in conflict and is a violation. Failure of an employee to wear safety equipment required by 
the labeling is a violation of FAC § 12973 and is a violation of 3CCR § 6738 and/or § 6739.  

For methyl bromide fumigation, two (2) self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) units are 
required for emergency entry by the labeling. If two units are not available at the site, it is a 
violation. 

PPE need not be routinely worn during tree site fumigation if the labeling only requires PPE to 
be used in case of a spill or leak. An SCBA must be available at the worksite. A second SCBA is 
not necessary unless specifically required by labeling. (See Tree site Fumigation note under 
Requirement 20 – Accident Response Plan at Worksite). 

Labeling required PPE used by non-employees (owners, property operators and others) must 
meet the maintenance and storage standards listed in 3CCR § 6738(a). Although 3CCR § 6700 – 
6795 applies only to employees, standards provided in these sections are applicable to 
interpreting labeling requirements for non-employees as required in 3CCR § 6601 General 
Application of Standards (see page 6). 
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Exemptions: All substitutions and exemptions listed in 3CCR § 6738 including substitutions 
listed for closed systems and/or enclosed cabs in 3CCR § 6738(h). See Appendix 1. 

12. Regulations - Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 3CCR § 6738 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide when: 
• Required by labeling or regulation. 
• Mixing or loading. 
• Cleaning, adjusting or repairing equipment. 
• Applying using hand held, vehicle mounted or towed equipment. 
• Flagging. 

Check “NO” for this requirement if any employee is not wearing all of the PPE required by the 
regulations and the registered pesticide labeling. Document the exact nature and circumstances 
of the violation. When required, PPE must be worn throughout the handling process.  

Respiratory PPE requirements are found in 3CCR § 6739 

For methyl bromide field fumigations, the following individuals are considered handlers: 
• Assisting with covering the tarpaulin at the end of the rows (shoveling). 
• Observing the overall operation (supervising). 
• Checking the tarpaulin placement. 
• Changing cylinders (copiloting). 
• Operating application equipment (driving). 
• Tarpaulin cutting and removal. 
[Ref. 3CCR § 6784(b)] 

Check the labeling for clothing and PPE prohibitions. If employee handlers are not wearing 
required PPE, determine and document if it was provided by the employer and is available on 
site. 

All PPE must be cleaned and inspected daily. Worn, damaged or heavily contaminated PPE must 
be replaced immediately. Check the condition of PPE and ask handlers what procedures they 
follow for cleaning and replacement. 
See Appendix 1 for specific requirements and exemptions. 

13. Respiratory Protection 3CCR § 6739 

Scope:  
• Employees when required by labeling, permit or regulation or employer policy. 
• When employees wear respiratory equipment.   

Verify that employees have been provided and are using the appropriate type of respirator as 
identified on the labeling, permit or regulation (organic vapor, dust/mist filtering, HEPA-only or 
other) and that the respirator is a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
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approved respirator. Verify that the equipment is being used properly and has been properly 
maintained. See more information on respiratory protection in Appendix 1.  

Exemptions:   
• See 3CCR § 6738(h) on substitutions allowed when using closed systems or enclosed cabs. 
• When respirator use is allowed by the employer even though not required by labeling, permit 

or regulation, only certain parts of 3CCR § 6739 apply. (See Voluntary respirator provisions 
in Appendix 1). 

• Other exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

14. Handlers Trained 3CCR § 6724 

Scope: All employees who handle any pesticide. For the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity, pesticide safety training must be conducted by a person who 
meets the qualifications included in 3CCR § 6724(f).  

Certified private or commercial applicators are considered trained. Check “YES” for this 
requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

Employers must train employees before they handle pesticides, update the training to cover new 
pesticides, and repeat training at least annually (12 month period) thereafter. Initial training may 
be waived if an employee submits a record showing that training meeting the requirements of 
this regulation and covering the pesticides and use situations applicable to the new employment 
situation was received within the last year. Handler training performed in another state is not 
recognized due to the many unique aspects of California’s pesticide safety program.  

Observe how the handler is performing his/her task. Does he/she appear to have received 
adequate training? Does the applicator follow the pesticide labeling directions?  Does the 
applicator utilize required PPE appropriately? Were all precautions taken before the 
commencement of the application? During the application, does the applicator monitor the 
weather conditions and the application equipment? Interview the employee to determine who 
provided the training. Where was the training conducted? When was the training provided? 

If the responses you receive and/or the behavior observed causes concern, perform a Headquarter 
and Employee Safety Inspection to verify the training status of the employee.  

Consider issuing a cease and desist order for the use activity if unsafe conditions are observed. 
See the Compliance Action section on page 26 for more information. 

Exemptions:  
• PCAs do not require handler training. (guidance) 
• Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 
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15.  Emergency Medical Care Posting 3CCR § 6726  

Scope: All employees handling any pesticides.  

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site or on the work vehicle, the 
name, address, and telephone number of an emergency medical care facility. The employer must 
have contacted the medical facility and assured that it is capable of handling pesticide exposure 
illness and injury. For employees that work in a wide geographical area, the employer must also 
post procedures for obtaining emergency medical care when the listed facility is not reasonably 
accessible. The local poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no additional 
information is inadequate as is the displaying of “9-1-1”. Medical care information in an 
employee’s wallet or in the glove compartment of the work vehicle does not meet the 
requirements of this regulation.  

Exemptions:  Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

16. Employees Working Alone, “Danger” 3CCR § 6730 

Scope: Employees working alone and handling any “DANGER” pesticide for production 
agricultural use. 

Minimum contact required:  
• During daylight – every two hours. 
• At night – every hour 

When working in the same field, ground applicators are deemed to be working together if they 
can see each other or each other’s application vehicle. This supervision can be in person, or by 
radio or telephone contact. You should mark “N/A” if two or more employees are working 
together while handling “DANGER” pesticides or if no “Danger” pesticides are being handled. 

Exemptions:  Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

17. Decontamination Facility / Eyewash Available 3CCR § 6734  

Scope: For all pesticides. 
• Commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity - employees handling 

any pesticide.   
• Non-production agriculture and non-agriculture settings - employees handling pesticides with 

the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” 

Contents: 
• Sufficient water              
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls 
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Location: 
Production plant agriculture: 
• At the mixing and loading site, and  
• Within 1/4 mile of each handler unless prohibited by lack of vehicular access.   
• Other location not applicable to this inspection.   

Decontamination materials must be together (not scattered around the site) per CFR § 170.150(c) 
and 3CCR § 6701. The water must be of a quality and temperature that will not cause illness or 
injury and be suitable for eye flushing. Water that contains debris or algae is not acceptable. The 
regulation states there must be sufficient water available at the site. U.S.EPA recommends at 
least 3 gallons of water be provided for each handler. The employer should check 
decontamination supplies periodically and replenish as necessary. Decontamination facilities 
must be separate from drinking water. 

Waterless hand cleaners may be substituted for soap but water must still be provided and used 
for decontamination. Hand sanitizer products are not acceptable. 

Eyewash Immediately Available 3CCR § 6734(c) 

Scope: Employees handling any pesticide for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity if the labeling requires protective eyewear.  

Handlers must have one pint of water on their person or on the vehicle for emergency eye 
flushing. Assess the situation by applying the following scenario: The handler gets the pesticide 
in his eyes and is either completely or partially blinded. Can he reasonably be expected to find 
the water where it is located? 

In situations where engineering controls are substituted for labeling required eye protection, 
eyewash requirements still apply.  

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

18. Field Posting 3CCR § 6776 

Scope: Treated fields during the REI when: 
• Required by the pesticide labeling or regulation.   
• The application results in a regulatory or labeling REI greater than seven (7) days.  
• Danger or minimal exposure pesticides are applied through an irrigation system.   
• Any application is made in a greenhouse. Posting can be of the entire greenhouse or of the 

treated area. Space treatments require posting the entire greenhouse. 
• A fumigant is applied to a field. 

Signs must be readable from a distance of 25 feet. They must be posted before the application, 
but no sooner than 24 hours prior to the application. See 3CCR § 6776(b) for the letter size 
requirements contents of the signs. See 3CCR § 6776(f) and the fumigant labeling for the 
required language on fumigation signs. The signs must be removed within 3 days after the end of 
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the restricted entry interval, and before workers enter the field, unless the workers are early entry 
workers. The signs must be visible at all usual points of entry to the field. If there are no usual 
points of entry, signs must be posted at the corners of the field.    

The operator of the property is responsible to post treated fields. If inspecting a PCB, mark “NA” 
in this box. The pest control business may also be cited as violating 3CCR § 6600(b) 
[requirement 14] when their action creates a hazard. In this situation the inspection report should 
document the factors that demonstrate that a hazard was created. Determine and document the 
likelihood that workers or other persons are likely to enter the un-posted field, the level of 
control the PCB maintains over the field until signs are posted, the toxicity of the pesticide(s) 
used and the amount of contact an unsuspecting person entering the field would have with 
pesticide residues (i.e., growth stage of the plants treated and amount of foliage).  

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

19. Posting – Aeration Complete 3CCR § 6784(a)  

Scope: All field fumigations. 

This regulation extends the time when signs must be posted in accordance with 3CCR § 6776(d) 
and (f), and remain in place until aeration is complete. For methyl bromide applications, aeration 
is complete at the end of the REI described in 3CCR § 6450.3.  

The employer shall post signs to warn employees and others against entry during the specified 
time-period. The property operator must post the field(s) prior to the application, but not more 
than 24 hours before the application begins.  

For fumigants other than methyl bromide, if a posting violation occurs prior to the end of the 
REI, cite 3CCR § 6776 and 3CCR § 6784(a). If it occurs between the labeling REI expiration 
and the completion of aeration, then cite only 3CCR § 6784(a), which specifies that signs shall 
remain in place until aeration is complete. (Methyl bromide REIs expire at the end of the 
aeration). 

Exemptions: None. The restricted access exemptions to general posting requirements found in 
3CCR § 6776(a)(1) and (2) do not apply to field fumigations. See 3CCR § 6776(f). 

20. Accident Response Plan at Worksite 3CCR § 6780(d) 

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site. 

In the event of an accident or emergency (such as spills, fire, or leaks), the employer shall have 
an accident response plan at the worksite to protect employees. At least two basic pieces of 
information should be included in the Accident Response Plan. The first should be information 
regarding the security of the area where the problem occurred. The second is information on 
whom to contact in the event of a problem. Contacts may include the operator of the property, 
fire department, health department, or hazardous materials response team. 
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Emergency information must be in writing, available at the work site, and include emergency 
phone numbers. This information should also be covered during the routine training required by 
regulation. General information on spills and leaks is available on the labeling, and should be 
referenced in the plan. 

Ask the handlers what actions they would take if an accident, leak, etc. occurred. If handlers 
refer to the appropriate parts of the labeling and produce phone numbers of persons to contact in 
an emergency, they are probably informed of an Accident Response Plan.  

Tree site fumigations where only one SCBA is available: The emergency response plan should 
specify that only the SCBA-equipped person is responsible for correcting leaks or spills and the 
second worker evacuates the area and does not reenter until the SCBA-equipped person 
determines it is safe.  

Exemptions: Exemption not applicable to this inspection. 

21. Safe Equipment 3CCR § 6742 

Safe Equipment 3CCR § 6742(a) 
Proper Tank Cover 3CCR § 6742(b)(1) 

Scope: All equipment used by employees to apply or mix and load any pesticides. 

This regulation covers the general safety and maintenance of equipment. It also covers proper 
tank covers, shutoff valves and sight gauges. If any of these items applies to the activity you are 
inspecting, check “Yes” or “No” based on compliance with all applicable items. Explain all 
violations in the “Remarks” section. Check “N/A” only if no equipment is used. 

Check to see if the spray tank valves, couplings and transfer hoses are in good condition and are 
not leaking. All equipment used to apply any pesticide must be inspected daily and any safety 
defect must be repaired prior to use. When carrying “DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides 
under pressure, unshielded, flexible hoses must not pass through the cockpit of an airplane or 
helicopter.  

Determine that all openings on tanks used for mixing or applying pesticides are equipped with 
covers that prevent spills. 

Exemptions: Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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Shut-Off Valve “Danger/Warning” 3CCR § 6742(b)(3) 

Scope: All mix/load hoses used by employees, that carry liquid mixture derived from any 
pesticide with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”.  

Mix tanks must have a shut-off device on the exit end of all hoses that carry solutions of 
“DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides.  If a “DANGER” pesticide is used in an agricultural 
production setting, failure to use a shut-off device would also be a violation of 3CCR § 6746 
(Closed Systems). 

Exemptions:  
• Operations that employ a reverse action pump that empties the hose and eliminates dripping 

prior to uncoupling hose connections or removing the hose end from the tank being filled. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 Sight Gauge > 49 gallons  3CCR § 6742(b)(4) 

Scope: Each tank, with a capacity of more than 49 gallons, that is used by employees to mix or 
apply a liquid mixture derived from any pesticide with the signal word “DANGER” or 
“WARNING”. 

Fifty gallon or larger tanks that are used for mixing and loading dilute solutions made from 
“DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides must be equipped with some means of determining the 
internal liquid level. This can be accomplished by means of a properly functioning sight gauge or 
transparent tanks.   

Exemptions:  
• Operations that employ a tank or filler hose that is equipped with a device that automatically 

shuts-off before the pesticide mixture overflows. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

22.  Closed System Used/Meets Criteria 3CCR § 6746(a), § 6544, § 6793, § 6738(h)(4) 

Scope: For all pesticides. 
• Employees who mix and load liquid “DANGER” pesticides, including dilute solutions 

derived from those pesticides, for the production of an agricultural commodity.  
• Employees who load diluted liquid mixes derived from dry “DANGER” pesticides for the 

production of an agricultural plant commodity. 
• Pilots who operate aircraft and mix and load liquid “DANGER” or “WARNING” 

organophosphates and carbamates.  
• Employees who mix and load minimal exposure pesticides.  
• Employees who mix and load pesticides labeled for use only with a closed system. 

Employers must provide and assure employees use a closed system when they mix and load 
liquid formulations of “DANGER” pesticides for the production of an agricultural commodity, 
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or when required by labeling or regulation. Closed systems must meet the Director’s criteria 
requirements. The opening of the container and the probe as well as other couplings and fittings 
must be sufficiently tight to prevent leaks that may expose the employee. For additional 
information regarding closed systems see Pesticide Safety Information Series A- 3. For the 
Director’s criteria for closed liquid pesticide systems, see Appendix 1. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

23.  Methyl Bromide, Two Trained Employees/Work Hours 3CCR § 6784(b) 

Scope: Employees involved in methyl bromide field fumigations. 

At least two trained employees shall be present during introduction of the fumigant and removal 
of tarpaulins. Methyl bromide labeling also requires two trained persons. The two persons may 
be two employers, two employees or one of each. If an employer is working alone cite FAC § 
12973.  

3CCR § 6784(b)(1) defines fumigation handling activities as: an employee involved in assisting 
with covering the tarpaulin at the end of the rows (shoveling); observing the overall operation, 
checking tarpaulin placement, changing cylinders (copiloting), operating application equipment 
(driving), and tarpaulin cutting and removal. Shovelers must work only at the ends of the 
application rows. 

3CCR § 6784(b)(4) – Employees may not conduct fumigation handling activities for more than 
the hours specified in 3CCR § 6784(b)(4)(B) chart. 

Exemptions:  
• Greenhouse fumigations. 
• Tree site fumigations.  
• Golf course fumigation. 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries. (3CCR § 6450) 

24. Methyl Bromide Worksite Plan 3CCR § 6447 

Scope:  Methyl bromide field fumigations. 

Check to see if the application follows the worksite plan regarding all information as to method 
of application, application rate, acreage, description of notification procedures, tarpaulin repair 
response plan, tarpaulin removal plan, and identification of each application block. Determine if 
the tarpaulin listed meets the specifications in 3CCR § 6447(e). 

Compare your field observations to the information contained in the permit and worksite plan. If 
any discrepancies exist, determine if the fumigation should be stopped. 
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Verify that tarp ends are buried under at least 4 inches of packed soil and that shanks are cleared 
of fumigant prior to being removed from the soil.  

If the applicator is a PCB, check “N/A” for this requirement on the inspection form. Note in 
remarks if the property operator is in violation of this regulation and determine if the fumigation 
operation needs to be stopped. 

Exemptions:  
• Greenhouse fumigations. 
• Tree site fumigations.  
• Golf course fumigation. 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries.  

25. Methyl Bromide Notification 3CCR § 6447.1 

Scope: Methyl bromide field fumigations. 

Compare your field observations to the information contained in the permit and worksite plan. If 
any discrepancies exist, determine if the fumigation should be stopped. 

The operator of the property to be treated is responsible to submit a notice of intent (NOI) to 
your office 48 hours prior to commencement of fumigation. If the fumigation does not 
commence within 12 hours of the intended fumigation time, a new NOI must be submitted. The 
fumigation cannot start sooner than indicated on the notification. The operator of the property 
shall notify neighbors within 300 feet of the perimeter of the outer buffer zone that a permit to 
use methyl bromide near their property has been issued by the commissioner. Notification to 
neighbors must be given at least nine days in advance before the application begins; there is no 
waiver for this requirement. The notification shall include information listed in 3CCR § 
6447.1(b)(1).  

The operator of the property to be treated shall assure that specific notification of the date and 
time of the start of the fumigation and anticipated expiration of buffer zones is provided to those 
persons notified in 3CCR § 6447.1(b)(1) who request specific fumigation information. Review 
3CCR § 6447.1(b)(2) for other notification requirements. 

If the applicator is a PCB, check “N/A” for this requirement on the inspection form. Note in 
remarks if the property operator is in violation of this regulation and determine if the fumigation 
operation needs to be stopped. 

Exemptions:  
• Greenhouse fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Tree site fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Golf course fumigation. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries. (3CCR § 6447) 
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26. Methyl Bromide Buffer Zone Requirements 3CCR § 6447.2 

Scope: Methyl bromide field fumigations. 

Compare your field observations to the buffer zone requirements in the permit and worksite plan. 
If any discrepancies exist, determine if the fumigation should be stopped. 

Make sure the operator of the property or the person making the application (for example, the 
pest control business in charge of the fumigation) complies with the buffer zone requirements 
listed in the permit conditions. The buffer zone restrictions shall begin at the start of fumigation 
and remain in effect at least 36 hours after the completion of the injection to the application 
block. 

Observe and document if anyone is entering the inner buffer zone, and what activities they are 
performing. Only fumigation handlers and persons transiting through the area are allowed to be 
in the inner buffer zone. The operator of the property shall assure no other persons are allowed 
within the inner buffer zone. 

When the inner buffer zone extends into adjoining agricultural property, the property operator 
shall obtain written permission to extend the inner buffer zone into the adjoining property. The 
inner buffer zone boundaries shall be posted with signs as required by 3CCR § 6447.2(e)(3)(A).  
The inner buffer zone may extend across sites (with commissioner approval) where only transit 
activities may occur, such as a public road; posting requirements would not apply in that area 
(3CCR § 6447.2(e)(3)(B). 

The outer buffer zone shall be at least 60 feet. The operator of the property shall assure no person 
is allowed to enter the outer buffer zone except to transit, perform fumigation handling activities, 
and other activities allowed by permit conditions. The operator of the property shall notify onsite 
employees (including licensed pest control business and farm labor contractor) of the buffer 
zones. 

When the inner and/or outer buffer zone extends into adjacent properties, the employees of the 
other properties must be notified. When outer buffer zones extend to any adjacent property, the 
operator of the property shall obtain permission to extend the outer buffer zone into the adjoining 
property (permission need not be in writing). See 3CCR § 6447.2 (f), (g) and (h). 

When the inner and/or outer buffer zone extends into adjacent properties, the employees of the 
other properties must be notified, as required by 3CCR § 6447.2(g) and (h). 

When a school property is within 300 feet of the perimeter of the outer buffer zone, the injection 
shall be completed 36 hours prior to the start of a school session. 

Exemptions:  
• Greenhouse fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Tree site fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
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• Golf course fumigation. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries. (3CCR § 6447) 

27. Methyl Bromide Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6447.3 

Scope: Methyl bromide field fumigations. Some methods prohibited in non-attainment areas 
from May 1 through October 31. 

Make sure the method being used follows all permit requirements and is one of the methods 
listed in 3CCR § 6447.3. If any method other than one of the methods listed (or is prohibited due 
to location in a non-attainment area between May and October) is in progress, stop the 
application. Any other application method is not in compliance. Regulations require specific 
methods of use (such as maximum application rate, tractor equipped with an operating air fan, 
equipment used, and injection depth and spacing). 

The REI requirement varies for each method and cultural practice, refer to 3CCR § 6447.3 for 
more information. 

For drip systems, 3CCR § 6447.3(a)(6) requires all fittings and emitters underneath the tarpaulin 
shall be buried in the soil. Fumigation lines shall be physically disconnected from the main water 
supply during the fumigation. All apparent leaks shall be eliminated prior to the fumigation. All 
emitters not buried must be sealed.  The drip system shall be purged prior to disconnecting any 
line containing the fumigant. All persons working with pressurized lines and manifold during the 
fumigation must wear eye protection required by the product labeling. For REI requirements, 
refer to 3CCR § 6447.3(a)(6)(P). 

Verify that application rates are in compliance with this regulation, as well as with the permit 
conditions and the labeling. 

During tarp repair, does the person in charge follow the tarpaulin repair plan? If tarps are not 
repaired as required, or if they are removed too early, it is a violation. See 3CCR § 6784(b)(5) 
for tarp repair requirements; see 3CCR § 6447.3 for tarp removal restrictions for the application 
method employed; see 3CCR § 6447.3 and Appendix 7 for approved methods requirements. 

Exemptions:  
• Greenhouse fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Tree site fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Golf course fumigation. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 
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28. 1,3-Dichloropropene – Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6448.1 

Scope: Any person applying 1,3-Dichloropropene within a non-attainment area from May 1 
through October 31. 

Verify that the fumigation is being performed in compliance with the regulatory requirements 
for: 
• Soil moisture 
• Rate (332 lb./acre A.I. max) 
• Allowed methods 
• Shank length 
• Tarp ends buried under 4 inches of soil 
• Tillage to erase chisel trace 
• Post application water treatments 
See 3CCR § 6448.1 and Appendix 7 for approved methods requirements. 

Make sure the method being used follows all permit requirements and is one of the allowed 
methods. If any method other than one of the methods allowed in the non-attainment area 
between May and October is in progress, stop the application.  

Exemptions: 
• Raised tarp nursery fumigations of less than one acre. (3CCR § 6448) 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6448) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6448) 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

29.   Chloropicrin - Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6449.1 

Scope: Any person applying chloropicrin within a non-attainment area from May 1 through 
October 31. 

Verify that the fumigation is being performed in compliance with the regulatory requirements 
for: 
• Soil moisture 
• Rate (400 lb./acre max) 
• Allowed methods 
• Shank length 
See Appendix 3CCR § 6447.1, § 6438.1 or Appendix 7 for approved methods requirements. 

Make sure the method being used follows all permit requirements and is one of the allowed 
methods. If any method other than one of the methods allowed in the non-attainment area 
between May and October is in progress, stop the application.  
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Exemptions: 
• Raised tarp nursery fumigations of less than one acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

30.  Metam- Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6450.1 

Scope: Any person applying metam-sodium or metam-potassium within a non-attainment area 
from May 1 through October 31. 

Fumigations must start no earlier than one hour after sunrise and must be completed no later than 
one hour before sunset. 

Verify that the fumigation is being performed in compliance with the regulatory requirements 
for: 
• Soil moisture 
• Rate (320 lb./acre max) 
• Allowed methods 
• Post application water treatments 
See 3CCR § 6450.1 and Appendix 7 for approved methods requirements. 

Make sure the method being used follows all permit requirements and is one of the allowed 
methods. If any method other than one of the methods allowed in the non-attainment area 
between May and October is in progress, stop the application.  

Exemptions: 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Tree applications for prevention of root graft disease transmission. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Wood decay uses. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Use on potting soil. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Greenhouse fumigations. (3CCR § 6450 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

31. Dazomet  Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6450.2 

Scope: Any person applying dazomet within a non-attainment area from May 1 through October 
31. 

Fumigations must start no earlier than one hour after sunrise and must be completed no later than 
one hour before sunset. 
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Verify that the fumigation is being performed in compliance with the regulatory requirements 
for: 
• Labeling identified methods. 
• Post application water treatments 
See Appendix 7 for approved methods requirements. 

If any method other than one identified in labeling in a non-attainment area between May and 
October is in progress, stop the application.  

Exemptions: 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Tree applications for prevention of root graft disease transmission. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Wood decay uses. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Use on potting soil. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Greenhouse fumigations. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

32. Na Tetrathiocarbonate - Fumigation Methods 3CCR § 6451.1  

Scope: Any person applying Na Tetrathiocarbonate within a non-attainment area from May 1 
through October 31. 

If any method other than one identified in labeling in the non-attainment area between May and 
October is in progress, stop the application.   

Exemptions: 
• Replant of individual vines in less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Tree site fumigations less than 1 contiguous acre. (3CCR § 6450) 
• Raised tarp nursery fumigations of less than one acre. (3CCR § 6449) 
• Greenhouse applications 
• Fumigation method approved pursuant to 3CCR § 6452 or pursuant to a valid research 

authorization. 

33. Wellhead Protection 3CCR § 6609  

Scope: Any person mixing or loading any pesticides within 100 feet of a well. Any person 
applying any 3CCR § 6800(a) or (b) pre-emergent herbicide within 100 feet of a well. 

Are there any unprotected wellheads within 100 feet of the mix/load activity or rinsing or 
maintenance of spray equipment for any pesticides? Are there unprotected wellheads within 100 
feet of the application of any 3CCR § 6800(a) or (b) pre-emergent herbicides? If there are, 
determine if the wellheads are protected from irrigation and rainfall runoff contacting any part of 
the wellhead by berms or other means.  
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Exemptions:   
• Wells sited so that irrigation or rainfall runoff water does not move from the perimeter of the 

wellhead toward the wellhead and contact or collect around any part of the wellhead. 
• Wells protected by berms that prevent movement of surface runoff water from the perimeter 

of the wellhead toward the wellhead. 

34. Accurate Measurement 3CCR § 6604 

Scope: Weighing or measuring any concentrate pesticides. 

Are pesticides being accurately weighed or measured? Are the measuring devices calibrated to 
the smallest unit in which the concentrate is being used? Examples of inaccurate measurement 
would include estimating half a bag or part of a container. Examples of improper devices would 
include an uncalibrated or unmarked container. 

 Ask the applicator how he/she adjusts the flow meter to achieve the desired rate. Document your 
observations (equipment and manufacturer’s name and how the flow meter is being adjusted).   

Exemptions: Exemption not applicable to this inspection. 

35.  Protection of Persons / Animals / Property 3CCR § 6614  

Scope: Application of any pesticide. 

Prior to and while making the application, has the applicator evaluated the equipment, weather 
conditions, and area (both target and surrounding areas) to determine the likelihood of damage or 
contamination? High winds, inversions, proximity to residential areas or other gatherings of 
people and susceptible crops or crops that do not have a tolerance established for the pesticide 
are examples of conditions, which may increase the hazard potential of the application. Are there 
any fieldworkers near the site during the pesticide application? Even though there may not be 
drift, consider if there is: 
• A reasonable possibility of the contamination of persons not involved in the application. 
• A reasonable possibility of damage or contamination to non-target crops, animals (including 

bees), or property.   

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

36. Equipment Registered FAC § 11732 

Scope: Equipment used by PCBs to mix or apply any pesticide. 

Verify that equipment is registered with the CAC. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 
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37. Equipment Identified 3CCR § 6630  

Scope: Vehicles (such as trucks, tractors or trailers) used for mixing or applying any pesticide by 
an agricultural or structural pest control business. 

All pest control businesses must identify each vehicle with markings readable at a distance of 25 
feet. The identification must include either: (1) the business’ name; or (2) the pest control 
business license number and a statement such as “Licensed Pest Control Operator”, “Fumigation 
Division” or similar wording. Vehicles used only to transport and apply pesticides are not 
required to have pesticide storage posting per 3CCR § 6674. 

Exemptions:  Exemption not applicable to this inspection. 

38. Backflow Prevention - Air Gap 3CCR § 6610 

Scope: All equipment that handles any pesticide and which draws water from an outside source.  

All equipment must be equipped with a backflow prevention device when handling pesticides 
and drawing water directly from any outside source. (Overhead fill systems that maintain an air-
gap is acceptable). An outside source is anything other than a separate nurse tank. Outside 
sources include wells, streams, ditches, lakes, ponds and pipelines. The CAC should consult with 
the local water purveyor and county health department for additional approval criteria. The 
following are examples of devices that prevent backflow or reverse siphoning: 
• Air-Gap Separation - A physical break between the supply line and the receiving vessel. 

(This is the only method that is accepted by all water and health agencies). 
• Double Check Valve Assembly  
• Reduce Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Device  
• Single check valve, vacuum relief valve and low pressure drain assembly. 
See Appendix 3 for detailed information. 

Ask handlers to explain backflow systems that are unfamiliar or that appear inadequate. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

39. Containers Secure/Attended 3CCR § 6670 

Scope: All containers that hold pesticides, emptied pesticide containers, and equipment that 
holds or has held any pesticide.  

Equipment or containers that hold or have held pesticides must be attended or in a locked 
enclosure if they present a hazard to persons or property. The CAC has authority to take 
possession of unattended pesticide or containers that create a hazard. If pesticides, containers or 
equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if responsible persons on site are 
adequately attending them. Factors include the proximity of the containers to public access, the 
proximity of the attending person to the containers and the level of attention the attending person 
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can provide. Are the containers near a road or trail? Are they in plain view of the applicator? 
Could someone access the containers without the applicator seeing them? All containers larger 
than 55 gallons that contain liquid pesticide may be secured with a locked closure in lieu of 
storage in a locked enclosure. Also see 3CCR § 6672(a) and (b) for container control 
requirements. 

When inspecting property operators a higher standard should be applied. 3CCR § 6672(b) 
requires that each person that controls the use of a property must attend all pesticide containers 
or keep them in a locked enclosure. There is no element of this regulation that requires 
demonstration that the containers present a hazard. 

“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight.   

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 

Fumigants must be locked at all times when unattended. For methyl bromide tanks, merely 
closing the bonnet without otherwise locking or securing it is insufficient to meet this 
requirement.     

This requirement should be checked “N/A” only if no containers are present at the inspection 
site.  

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

40. Containers Labeled/Closures 3CCR § 6676 

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide. 

Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 

Exemptions: Exemptions not applicable to this inspection. 

41. Proper Pesticide Transport 3CCR § 6682 

Scope: All pesticides transported in vehicles.  

Persons should not be riding in the back of a truck used to transport pesticides. Some fumigant 
labeling requires an upright position and/or chaining during transportation. Violations of this 
regulation are often found in the storage box of the vehicle. Violations include pesticide 
containers not secured during transport, spillage of concentrates found in vehicles and storage of 
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pesticides in the same compartment with food, feed or persons. Storage of PPE in the same box 
with pesticides is a violation of 3CCR § 6738(a). 

Exemptions:  
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. [guidance – based on 3CCR § 6686(c)] 
• Other exemptions not applicable to this inspection.  

Responsibility Table 
See the table below for information summarizing the responsible entity for specific laws and 
regulations listed in the Field Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection. 

The following table provides a guide for the inspector in determining the responsible person for 
the regulations listed. 

Field Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspections Guidelines: 
Property Operator vs. PCB Responsibility* 

Section Requirement Property 
Operator 

Pest Control Business 

12973 RMP conditions X X* 
11732 Registration X 

6776, 6782 
12973 

Posting X X 
(FAC § 12973 or 3CCR § 6600 if signs not 

posted at beginning of application) 
6724 Training X - If P.O. is 

employer 
X - If PCB is employer 

6782 Enclosed spaces X X* 
6769 Greenhouse 

ventilation 
X X* 

6450 MB worksite plan X 
6450.1 MB notification X 
6450.3 MB fume method X X* 
6784 MB 2 trained 

employees 
X X* 

6784(5)(A) MB tarp pulled X** X* 

*For some sections listed above, the PCB is responsible if onsite and performing the activity (ex: 
removing the tarps too soon), otherwise the property operator is responsible. 

**If a third company were hired by the property operator to remove the tarps, any violations 
would be the responsibility of the property operator. 
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Chapter 7:  Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection 
Report (PR-ENF-107) 

Purpose  The Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection is performed to inspect 
Branch 1 structural pest control businesses during one of the phases of a 
structural fumigation as described below. Your inspection should document 
whether or not the handler and employer are complying with pesticide 
labeling requirements, laws and regulations, training, worker safety and other 
regulatory requirements.  You also determine whether the operator is 
mitigating any possible hazard to persons, non-target animals or property. 
Your inspection of equipment in use indicates if it is safe for handlers and the 
environment. Your observations provide a picture of the employer’s safety 
program and the employee’s knowledge of pesticide handling requirements 
and safety precautions. 

Special  header 
information  

The following are directions for how to fill out the information blocks of  this  
inspection form  not found on most other forms. Please refer to the General  
Inspection Procedures chapter  for more information on how to fill out this  
form. 

Business Registration Number. Print the registration number of the 
business being inspected. Check the “UNL” (unlicensed) box if a 
person/business is fumigating without a valid Structural Pest Control Board 
(SPCB) registration. 

Required Distance Maintained. Check the “N/A” box if methyl bromide is 
not being used. If methyl bromide is used, check “YES” or “NO” to 
document whether the minimum distance required by 3CCR § 6454 is 
maintained. 

Individual License Number. Print the license number of the person in 
charge of the activity being inspected and check the appropriate box for the 
license type. An Operator (OPR) or Field Representative (FR) is required to 
be on site when the fumigant is introduced, when the tarps are broken at the 
end of the aeration period, and when the structure is certified safe for reentry. 
Also, a licensed Operator or Field Representative must be present for, and assure 
completion of, Steps 1 through 4 of the CAP. An unlicensed person must not 
apply fumigants unless supervised by a licensee on site. The crew preparing 
the structure for fumigation does not require licensing. A box for UNL 
(unlicensed) is provided for a person fumigating without a valid license. 

Continued on  next  page  
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Chapter 7:  Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection 
Report (PR-ENF-107), Continued 

Special  header 
information 
(continued)  

Fumigation Check Boxes. Check the appropriate box on the Structural  
Fumigation line as to which phase of the fumigation you are inspecting a s  
described below.  

Types of 
structural 
fumigation 
inspections 

Application 
phase – 
minimum 
criteria 

Structural fumigations have three distinct phases.  They are: 
1) Application - The closing or “shooting” phase, beginning with structural 
preparation and tarpaulin placement, and ending when the fumigant 
release is completed; 

2) Aeration - The opening or commencement of aeration phase, beginning 
when the inlet devices are opened and fans are turned on. Aeration 
continues until active ventilation has been maintained for 12 hours. The 
aeration phase for inspection purposes may begin when the operation to 
remove the tarps is initiated and ends when all tarps and seals have been 
removed from the structure and steps 2 and 3 of the California Aeration 
Plan (CAP) have been completed; and 

3) Certification - The certification or clearing phase, when the operator or 
field representative certifies the structure safe for reentry.  (Step 6 of the 
CAP). 

The inspector should witness the critical fumigation activities performed by 
the operator or field representative during a fumigation phase and address as 
many inspection requirements as possible to qualify the inspection as 
complete. Because circumstances may prevent the ideal inspection situation, 
the complete inspection criteria allow limited flexibility. The inspector must: 
1) Make personal contact with the operator or field representative; and 
2) Evaluate the maximum number of fumigation requirements possible. 

The minimum inspection activities that must be performed during the  
application phase are:  
1)  Observe the fumigant release;  
2)  Determine compliance or non-compliance with all records  and paperwork 
requirements at the site; and  

3)  Determine compliance or non-compliance with all of the pesticide  
regulatory and labeling requirements on the inspection form  pertaining to  
the application phase. Request the operator or field representative to sign 
the inspection form  at the site.  

Continued on  next  page 
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Chapter 7:  Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection 
Report (PR-ENF-107), Continued 

Application 
phase – 
minimum 
criteria 
(continued) 

The only exception to the minimum criteria occurs when the structure cannot 
be entered.  Some inspection requirements can only be addressed when inside 
the structure.  The inspector can request the operator or field representative to 
open the tarpaulin prior to releasing the fumigant, allowing entry to directly 
address the requirements that can only be checked from inside the structure. 
When requirements cannot be directly addressed because entry into the 
structure cannot be gained, include an explanation on the inspection form.  An 
application phase inspection can still be considered complete if entry into the 
structure is not possible. All other inspection activities pertaining to this phase 
that can be addressed without entering the structure must be performed. An 
application phase inspection must be conducted while the licensee is at the site 
and before the conclusion of the fumigant release in order to be considered a 
complete inspection. 

Aeration phase 
minimum 
criteria 

The minimum inspection activities that must be performed during the aeration 
phase are:  
1)  Verify that the structure had been actively ventilated for the minimum 
required time (see Table  2 of the CAP) prior to the removal of tarpaulins;  

2)  Observe the breaking of the tarpaulin  seal and compliance with CAP steps  
2 and 3;  

3)  Determine compliance with the records requirements at the site; and  
4)  Determine compliance of  all pesticide regulatory  and labeling requirements  
on the inspection form  pertaining to the aeration phase. Request the licensee 
to sign the inspection form  at the site.  

The only exception to the minimum criteria is when the inspector misses the 
breaking of the tarpaulin seal.  The inspection can still be considered complete 
if the licensee is at the site and the inspector can perform all of the remaining 
inspection activities pertaining to this phase. 

Continued on next page 
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Chapter 7: Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring Inspection 
Report (PR-ENF-107), Continued 

Certification/ 
clearing phase 
minimum 
criteria 

The minimum inspection activities that must be performed during the  
certification/clearing phase are:  
1. Be present when the licensee certifies the structure safe for  reentry;  
2. Verify that the reentry certification has been properly  completed;  
3. Verify compliance with requirements related  to the conditions inside  the 
structure; and  
4. Verify the proper  posting of the  attic and/or basement and request the  
licensee to  sign the inspection form  at the site.  

See the table on page 157 for typical inspection requirements for each 
phase. 

Tarpaulin 
inspections  

Tarpaulin inspections, verifying placement of signs, or other inspection 
activities that do not qualify as complete inspections are considered partial 
inspections.  See Tarp/Aeration Check at the end of this chapter. 

Tarpaulin inspections must include verification of compliance with CAP 
specifications (i.e. .number, location and size of inlet and aeration devices 
and ducting and remote operation of fans). Document compliance with the 
CAP by adding 3CCR § 6780(b) to the Requirements in the blank space 
provided. 

Requirements 
1. Registered in County  FAC § 15204.5(a)  

Scope:  All structural pest control companies registered with the Structural Pest Control Board 
(SPCB) and performing structural pest control in the county. This regulation applies to the use of 
all pesticides as well as non-pesticide methods of pest control. 

Determine if the structural pest control company has registered with the agricultural 
commissioner prior to performing structural pest control for hire in your county.  This can be 
accomplished by reviewing the company’s records on file. The registration should cover a 
calendar year unless the structural pest control company’s licensee specifies a shorter time. 
Branch offices working in your county must also be registered. 

Exemptions:  None 
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2. County Notified 24 Hours Prior  FAC § 15204.5(d)  

Scope:  All fumigations by registered structural pest control companies. 

Has the agricultural commissioner been notified at least 24 hours prior to the start of the 
fumigation, or as approved by the agricultural commissioner on a case-by-case basis? 

The notice shall include: 
1) Name and address of the registered company or structural pest control operator. 
2) Address of the area or areas to be fumigated. 
3) The pesticide to be applied. 
4) The date of the intended application. 

Exemptions: The commissioner may choose to waive the notice requirement. 

3. Written Notice to Occupant  B&P Code § 8538 (Application)  

Scope: All applications of any pesticide by registered structural pest control companies. 

The written notice must be provided to the owner, or owner’s agent, and tenant of the premises at 
least 48 hours prior to fumigation. If possible, interview the owner or occupant of the structure 
(house, apartment complex, etc.) and ask to review the written notice.  The licensee performing the 
application may be the only person available. In this case, you should interview the licensee to 
determine if the notice has been provided.  If a Branch 3 company gave the notice, the Branch 1 
licensee on site will usually have a copy of it. If the notice was not provided to the Branch 1 
licensee ask for the Branch 3’s contact information and ask a copy be provided to you.  See code 
for required information.  

Exemptions:  None. 

4. Pesticide Disclosure Signed/Available 16CCR  § 1970.4 (Application)  

Scope:  All fumigations by registered Branch 1 structural pest control companies. 

The licensee must have, in their possession, a hard copy or electric copy of the signed pesticide 
disclosure notice at the time the fumigant is released. The occupant(s) or the designated agent 
must sign the notice. The designated agent of an unoccupied dwelling may be a realtor, property 
manager, or the person in charge of the property. The owner, manager, or designated agent of 
multiple-family dwellings is required to obtain signatures and/or verify that the notification was 
provided to the occupants. The information required to be included in the notice is found in this 
regulation. 
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Both the prime and subcontractor shall retain copies of the signed notice(s) for three years. Review 
the notice with the licensee. 
• Is the disclosure signed by the occupants or a designated agent? 
• Does it contain the required information? 
• If a signed disclosure notice is not available on site prior to the release of the fumigant, stop 
the fumigation. 

Exemptions: The disclosure does not need to be on-site at the commencement of aeration or at 
the time the structure is certified safe for entry. 

5. Registered Label Available at Use Site  3CCR § 6602  

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Check “N/A” for this requirement when performing aeration or certification phase inspections. 

Registered labeling (including supplemental labeling) covering the specific use must be available at 
the use site. Review the pesticide labeling to see what additional documents are required to be at the 
use site such as fumigation manuals. Commercial advertising does not comply with the 
requirements of this regulation, even if it includes use directions. 

Labeling at the use site must not differ in any material manner with the labeling registered by DPR. 
Differences in the directions, restrictions or precautions are not acceptable. Differences in specimen 
labeling format (i.e., photocopies, CDs, electronic, or photographs) are acceptable unless the 
difference(s) could cause the pesticide to be used in a manner conflicting with the registered labeling 
or they create a false or misleading perception. If you suspect the labeling is inaccurate, refer the 
case to your DPR EBL for product compliance investigation. 

Exemptions:  None 

6. Labeling – Site/Rate/Concentration/Other FAC  § 12973 (Application, Aeration, and 
Certification)  

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Review the labeling used and compare to the application activity. This requirement should be 
used for any violation of product labeling not covered by requirement numbers 7, 8 or 9. 

• Is the application being performed under suitable climatic conditions, utilizing proper 
application methods and equipment, in compliance with labeled use directions? 

• For example, is the applicator using the correct amount of fumigant gas according to the 
conditions entered in the Fumiguide calculator? 

• Was a thermometer used to check the temperature? 
• Is the structure sealed appropriately? 
• What are the conditions of the site:  Is the soil moist? 
• Were the roof space and cupboards opened? 
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Verify that there is no source of heat or sparks in the structure. Verify that the natural gas service 
has been shut off at the main service valve. All electric appliances with heating elements (such as 
heaters, pianos or organs) should be unplugged. All automatic switch controls for appliances and 
lights should be disabled since they may spark when activated. 

The CAP requires that at least one operable window in each room be open at least three inches. 
(See appendix 6 for the California Aeration Plan (CAP) for details and exceptions). Some 
labeling may read “Open all windows as permitted by local laws and regulations.” This, or 
similar wording, means that the windows may be closed when required by local regulations. The 
CAP is a local regulation stemming from 3CCR § 6780(c). Therefore, when fumigating with a 
product with the language described, the applicator need only comply with the requirements of 
the CAP. 

Exemptions: See 3CCR § 6000 definition of conflict with labeling for exceptions. 

7. Labeling – Aeration/Certification  FAC § 12973  

Scope: All registered fumigant uses. 

Check N/A when performing an application inspection.  

When the fumigators are employing the CAP, check N/A when performing an aeration inspection. 
When the fumigators are employing the CAP, CAP requirements supersede Aeration Procedure 1 
and 2 on sulfuryl fluoride labeling. Review the labeling and CAP to determine compliance with 
certification requirements. 

When inspecting an aeration where the CAP is not employed, fumigation crews must comply with 
labeling and 3CCR § 6780.  The conditions of 3CCR § 6780 require that either continuous 
monitoring or SCBA be utilized when the CAP procedures are not followed. Use of SCBA when 
working above ground on ladders or rooftops should be evaluated for safety pursuant to 3CCR § 
6600(b). 

Exemptions: Labeling instructions for aeration are superseded by the CAP requirements. 

8. Labeling – Bagging, Pets Removed, Etc.  FAC § 12973  

Scope:  All registered fumigant uses. 

Check “N/A” for this requirement when performing aeration phase inspections unless you are able 
to determine the compliance status.  

Licensees shall follow labeling requirements for the bagging or removal of food and medicines 
and removal of pets and other items from the fumigation site prior to the introduction of the 
fumigant.  Verify that this is in compliance by doing a walk-through of the structure prior to the 
introduction of the fumigant or after the structure is certified safe for entry.  Are all spaces, (e.g. 
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attic, crawlspace, areas beneath decks and porches and the area between structure and tarp) 
inspected prior to fumigation? 

“Domestic animals, pets” includes animals that belong to the occupant as well as those that do not. 
The fumigator is responsible to ensure that no pets are in any area enclosed by the tarp prior to 
introduction of the fumigant (see label directions). 

If you observe plants or animals (such as aquarium fish or vines growing on the structure) inside the 
structure or tarp, verify that the fumigator has informed the occupant that these plants or animals 
will be destroyed. 

Sulfuryl fluoride labeling requires that specific types of bags be used when bagging food, feed, 
drugs or medicines (e.g. Nylofume for Vikane and Fumiguard for Zythor). Consult labeling for 
allowed bag types. Ordinary plastic bags cannot be substituted. DPR considers medicines to include 
dental hygiene or similar substances that enter the mouth during use unless specifically exempted 
by labeling. This would include toothpaste, mouthwash, teeth whiteners and dental adhesives but 
not dental appliances such as toothbrushes, teeth whitener trays or false teeth.  On March 10, 2010 
the revised Vikane applicator manual was approved by DPR exempting dental hygiene products 
from double-bagging or removal. Fumigators using products without this labeling exemption are 
required to double-bag or remove dental hygiene products. 

The sulfuryl fluoride labeling requires that mattresses and pillows that are enveloped in 
waterproof covers must be removed or that the covers must be removed. Mattresses include box 
springs. Newer labeling may allow for covers to be opened rather than removed. 

Exemptions: Food, feed, drugs and medicines if they are in plastic, glass or metal bottles, cans 
or jars with the original manufacturer’s airtight seal intact (refer to product labeling). 

9. Labeling – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) FAC § 12973   

Scope: All persons handling registered pesticides. 

Observe if the applicator is wearing required eye protection (face-shield or goggles) when 
introducing the fumigant. Sulfuryl fluoride labeling prohibits the use of gloves or rubber boots. 
Check labeling for prohibited PPE and clothing. 

Labeling PPE requirements apply to both employees and employers. Review the labeling at the 
site to determine what PPE is required.  Observe handlers to see if they are properly utilizing the 
labeling required PPE. If employee handlers are not wearing required PPE, determine and 
document if it was provided by the employer and is available on site. Is the PPE in good condition 
and well fitted?  Address each piece of safety equipment separately. 

Labeling required PPE used by non-employees (owners, property operators and others) must meet 
the maintenance and storage standards listed in 3CCR § 6738(a). Although 3CCR § 6700 – 
6795 apply only to employees, standards provided in these sections are applicable to interpreting 
labeling requirements for non-employees as required in 3CCR § 6601. See page 6. 
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Exemptions: 
• All substitutions and exemptions listed in 3CCR § 6738.4 including substitutions listed for 
closed systems and/or enclosed cabs in 3CCR § 6738.4. See Appendix1. 

• All substitutions and exemptions provided in the CAP. See Appendix 6. 

10. Regulations – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)  3CCR § 6738 (Application)  

Scope: All employees handling any pesticides when: 

• Required by labeling or regulation. 
• Mixing or loading. 
• Cleaning, adjusting or repairing equipment. 
• Applying using hand held, vehicle mounted or towed equipment. 

Check “NO” for this requirement if any employee is not wearing all of the PPE required by the 
regulations and the registered pesticide labeling. Document the exact nature and circumstances of 
the violation. When required, PPE must be worn throughout the handling process. Respiratory PPE 
requirements are found in 3CCR § 6739. 

If employee handlers are not wearing required PPE, determine and document if it was provided by 
the employer and is available on site. 

All PPE must be cleaned and inspected daily. Worn, damaged or heavily contaminated PPE must be 
replaced immediately. Check the condition of PPE and ask handlers what procedures they follow 
for cleaning and replacement. See Appendix 1 for specific requirements and exemptions. 

11. Respiratory Protection  3CCR § 6739   

Scope: 
• Employees when required by labeling, permit or regulation or employer policy. 
• When employees wear respiratory equipment. 

Verify that employees have been provided and are using the appropriate type of respirator as 
identified on the labeling, permit or regulation (organic vapor, dust/mist filtering, HEPA-only or 
other) and that the respirator is a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) 
approved respirator. Verify that the equipment is being used properly and has been properly 
maintained. See more information on respiratory protection in Appendix 1. 

Exemptions: 
• When performing a structural fumigation utilizing the CAP the use of SCBA is unnecessary 
unless a person enters a structure where the level of the fumigant is unknown or continuous 
monitoring shows the fumigant level at or above 1 ppm. 

• When respirator use is allowed by the employer even though not required by labeling, permit or 
regulation, only certain parts of 3CCR § 6739 apply. (See Voluntary respirator provisions in 
Appendix 1). 
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12. Handler(s)  Trained  3CCR § 6724   

Scope: All employees who handle any pesticides. 

Certified applicators are considered trained. Employees who are licensed by the SPCB as operators 
or field representatives are considered trained for the purposes of this regulation. Check “YES” for 
this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. Workers handling tarps prior to the 
introduction of a fumigant are not considered handlers. Workers handling tarps after the 
introduction of a fumigant are considered handlers. 

Observing a person’s work during a fumigation inspection is a good indication of whether that 
person has been trained.  It is a good practice to ask employees about procedures for securing 
the structure, bagging food, removal of medicine, plants, and pets, etc.  Ask the licensees how 
they: 
• Calculate the dosage. 
• Use the warning agent. 
• Know what type of safety gear to use. 

Ask the employees about the timing and content of the pesticide training that they have 
received. Responses to these questions, as well as the employees’ actions, are indicative of an 
employer’s training program. 

If the responses you receive and/or the behavior observed causes concern, perform a 
Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspection to verify the training status of the employee. 
Consider issuing a cease and desist order for the use activity if unsafe conditions are observed. 
See the Compliance Action section on page 27 for more information. 

Exemptions: None 

13. Emergency  Medical Care, Posting 3CCR § 6726    

Scope: All employees handling any pesticides. 

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site, or on the work vehicle, the 
name, address, and telephone number of a facility able to provide emergency medical care 
whenever employees will be handling pesticides, including procedures to be followed to obtain 
emergency medical care in case the identified medical facility is not reasonably accessible from 
that work location. The local poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no 
additional information is inadequate as is the displaying of “911”.  Medical care information in an 
employee’s wallet or in the glove compartment of the work vehicle does not meet the 
requirements of this regulation. 

Exemptions: None 
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14. Decontamination Facility, Site “Danger/Warning” 3CCR § 6734 (Application)  

Scope:  For all pesticides with the signal word “Danger” or “Warning” 

Contents: 
• Sufficient water 
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls at each decontamination site 

Location: 
Non-agricultural and structural settings: 
• Within 100 feet of the mixing and loading site. 

Decontamination facilities are required on site during the application phase. The facilities are not 
required to be on site during the aeration or certification phases. 

The water must be of a quality and temperature that will not cause illness or injury and be 
suitable for eye flushing. Water that contains debris or algae is not acceptable. The employer 
should check decontamination supplies periodically and replenish as necessary. 

Decontamination facilities must be separate from drinking water. 

Waterless hand cleaners may be substituted for soap, but water must still be provided and used 
for decontamination. Hand sanitizer products are not acceptable as a substitution for water. 

Exemptions: None 

15. SCBA Worn/Continuous Monitoring/  CAP Used  3CCR §  6780(b) (c)  

Scope:  Employees involved in fumigations. 

Employees entering an unknown atmosphere or above the permissible exposure limit (PEL) must 
wear self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). If the bell is ringing on the SCBA, no one may 
enter the structure, or  if in the structure they must immediately evacuate the unknown 
atmosphere. Persons performing a structural fumigation do not need to wear SCBA if the 
aeration procedure is performed according to the California Aeration Plan (CAP) and appropriate 
precautions are taken to prevent exposure. See the CAP instructions in Appendix 6. 

Verify that the CAP procedures are followed. Do inlet and aeration devices comply with number, 
size and location requirements? Do fans and ducting comply with size and location 
requirements?  Has the structure been aerated for the proper duration? Do the employees break 
down and remove the tarps according to CAP requirements? Is the certified applicator present as 
required by the CAP? 

During a “blow open” and aeration operations following fumigation of a typical residential 
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structure, an overexposure situation to employees may exist.  SCBA may not always be practical 
due to conditions at the work site (such as use on ladders, on rooftops pulling tarps, etc.) For 
this reason, the employer is given alternative methods of providing for exposure mitigation. One 
alternative is to employ continuous monitoring to warn employees before the PEL is reached. 

Another alternative is to operate under the provisions of a Fumigation Safety Program approved 
by the director.  The CAP is one method that allows the employer to modify the work site to 
reduce or manage the airborne hazard by means other than requiring employees to wear a SCBA. 

Each structure may present unique aeration problems that must be assessed at each work site. 
Common sense and good practice dictate that when atypical sites are aerated, personnel must 
rely on additional monitoring and respiratory protection to ensure exposure remains below 
labeling permitted exposure levels.  Contact the DPR Worker Health and Safety Branch if you 
find a licensee interested in developing a fumigation safety program.  For more information on 
the CAP, see Appendix 6. 

Exemptions:  None 

16. Accident Response  Plan at Work Site  3CCR § 6780(d)  (Application)   

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site. 

Check “N/A” when performing an aeration or certification phase inspection unless there is a 
fumigant container on site. 

In the event of an accident or emergency (such as spills, fire, leaks, etc. other than normal 
operating conditions), the employer shall have an accident response plan at the worksite to 
protect employees.  At least two basic pieces of information should be included in the Accident 
Response Plan: information regarding the security of the area where the problem occurred and 
whom to contact in the event of a problem. Contacts may include the operator of the property, 
fire department, heath department or hazardous materials response team. 

Emergency information must be in writing, available at the work site, and include emergency 
phone numbers.  This information should also be covered during the routine training required by 
regulation. General information on spills and leaks is available on the labeling, and should be 
referenced in the plan. 

Ask the handlers what actions they would take if an accident, leak, etc., occurred.  If handlers 
refer to the appropriate parts of the labeling and produce phone numbers of persons to contact in 
an emergency, they are probably informed of an Accident Response Plan. 

Exemptions: None 
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17. Two Trained Employees at Fumigation and Aeration  3CCR § 6782(a)   

Scope: Whenever a fumigant is used in an enclosed area and employees are present. 

Check “N/A” when performing the certification phase inspection. 

Two trained persons must be present: 
• When the fumigant is introduced. 
• When enclosed area is entered to facilitate aeration. 
• When the enclosed area is entered to determine concentration (certify safe for reentry) and PPE 
is required (when CAP not used). 

Two trained persons present and two SCBAs available during introduction of the fumigant? 
Generally, two trained persons are not required to be present during the initiation of aeration when 
utilizing the CAP since no one enters the structure or during the certification phase because the 
licensee does not require PPE when appropriately using a continuous monitoring device. 

3CCR § 6782 (c) requires that the second employee have access to the PPE required by the 
labeling to allow safe entry for potential rescue action. This means that a second SCBA must be 
available on site when entry is made into immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) 
atmospheres. See also 3CCR § 6739(g). 

Exemptions: None 

18. Fumigation  of Enclosed Spaces/Proper Entry  3CCR § 6782(e)   

Scope:  Employees at a fumigant use site. 

Unprotected employees are prohibited from entering a fumigated enclosed space unless the 
concentration in the area is known to be at or below the PEL.  Employees who are wearing the 
proper respiratory equipment are allowed to enter a fumigated enclosed space to determine the 
fumigant concentration or facilitate aeration.  Ask the licensee how they determine the fumigant 
concentration.  Is test equipment, such as a Draeger or Interscan, available on site? If you 
question whether the structure is safe to enter, ask the licensee to take another test in your 
presence. If the bell is ringing on the SCBA, no one may enter the structure, or if they are in the 
structure they must immediately exit the structure. 

Check “YES” for this requirement if employees are kept from entering a structure prior to it being 
certified as safe to enter or are wearing appropriate SCBA. 

Exemptions: None 
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19. Proper Management of Treated  Area  3CCR § 6782(g)   

Scope: Employees at a fumigant use site. 

Ask how is the treated area being managed?  What precautions were taken to protect the 
worker(s) from being exposed to a concentration in excess of the Permissible Exposure Limit 
(PEL)? If the product labeling has more stringent requirements, make sure the requirements are 
met. 

Exemptions: None

 20. Connecting Structures  16CCR § 1970.6    

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

Verify that the prime contractor asked the owner or designated agent about any construction 
elements that could allow the fumigant to pass to any adjacent structure. Check the fumigation log 
to verify that the licensee has conducted a thorough search for any construction elements (e.g. 
conduits, drains or vacuum systems). 

When any adjacent structure is found to be connected to the structure to be fumigated, the 
connection must be closed or the connected structure must be vacated and managed as a 
fumigated structure. 

Exemptions:  None 

21. Accurate Measurement  3CCR § 6604 (Application)  

Scope: Weighing or measuring any concentrated pesticides. 

Are pesticides being  accurately weighed or measured?  Is  a functioning scale used to measure the 
fumigant release?  Are the measuring devices calibrated to the smallest unit in which the fumigant 
is being used?    

The warning agent must also be accurately measured.  Refer to the fumigant’s labeling directions 
for warning agent requirements.   

Exemptions: None 

22. Protection  of Persons/Animals/Property  3CCR  § 6614    

Scope:  Application of any pesticide. 

Has the applicator, prior  to and while making the application, evaluated the equipment, weather  
conditions, and surrounding  properties to determine the likelihood of harm or damage?     
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• Verify that all spaces within the tarp have been inspected for pets. 
• Have all heat sources been removed? 
• Has the main gas line to the structure been shut off? 
• Have all electric switches been turned off? 

Exemptions: 
Public agencies or their contractors operating under a cooperative agreement with the Department 
of Public Health pursuant to section 116180 of the Health and Safety Code are exempt from the 
provisions of 3CCR § 6614(b)(1). (3CCR § 6620 when used in accordance with product labeling) 

23. Structure Vacated/Secured Against Reentry  B&P Code § 8505.7    

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

The structure must be vacated prior to the commencement of fumigation, and all entrances 
(windows are not considered entrances) to the structure must be secured against entry until the end 
of the exposure period.  Prior to the introduction of the fumigant, 
• Walk through and around the structure to verify that it is vacated and adequately secured. 
• All outside doors on the structure must be barricaded or secured with a secondary lock. 
• If CAP is not used, after the fumigation, the structure must be opened for ventilation and re-
secured against entry until declared safe for re-occupancy by the licensee exercising direct and 
personal supervision over the fumigation. 

A secondary lock may consist of a padlock, keyway lock, clamshell lock, or any other device 
that will prevent opening by anyone other than the licensee in charge of the fumigation. Prior to 
the introduction of the fumigant, check all outside doors, including garage doors and sliding 
glass doors, for proper secondary locks.  The use of staples as a keyway lock is specifically 
prohibited. See also 16CCR § 1970.3. 

Any doorway-sized opening that provides a path of access into the fumigated structure must be 
barricaded with ¼ inch plywood or material of equivalent or greater strength. 

Exemptions: 
• Windows are not entrances and do not need to be locked or barricaded. 
• A garage that has no car door is considered a carport or uninhabited structure and does not need 
to be barricaded if: 

o It does not provide an entrance to enter an inhabited building and; 
o there is no evidence the garage is being used for human habitation. [16CCR § 
1970.3(c)] 

24. Equipment in Good Repair and Safe  3CCR § 6742 (Application)  

Scope:  All equipment used by employees to apply or mix and load any pesticides 

This is a general safety requirement applicable to all pest control operations and can be used to 
mitigate an equipment hazard.  Pest control equipment should be inspected prior to, and while in 
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use. This allows you to assess the general safety, condition and operation of equipment.  
Equipment that is used for pest control must be kept in good repair and must be safe to operate. 
• Does the equipment operate appropriately, does the equipment leak?  
• Check the application equipment in operation to determine if the valves, coupling and hoses 
are in good condition and not leaking. 

Exemptions:  None. 

25. Safety Kit / 2 SCBA  Available  16CCR § 1971(a)(1)   (Application, and Aeration)  

Scope:  Branch 1 structural pest control businesses fumigation crews on a job site. 

All Structural fumigation crews are required to have in their possession on the job a fumigation 
safety kit.  Crews shall be instructed in the use and care of the kit and safety equipment and in 
first aid methods.  The kit shall contain the following: 
• Instructions published by the fumigant manufacturer. 
• Two or more effective SCBA units 
• A chart of instructions for artificial resuscitation. 
• Check the pressure gauge on the air tanks.  
• Do they have enough air to complete the job? 
• If not, are extra tanks available? 
• The minimum allowable working pressure is 1500 psig (pounds per square inch gauge). 

The American National Standards Institutes (ANSI Z88.5 - 1981 6.3.3.1, “Replacement of Used 
Items”) calls for replacement or refilling of cylinders that are below 80 percent of the pressure 
stamped on the cylinder. 

A licensee must not enter a structure  if the bell on the SCBA is ringing. If the bell begins ringing 
when the licensee is in the structure, the licensee must immediately leave the structure and replace 
the air supply bottle before reentering. 

Exemption: Two SCBA are not required during the initial opening of inlet and aeration devices 
according to CAP or the certification phase if the licensee uses a continuous monitoring device and 
does not enter an enclosed area where the fumigant exceeds the PEL. 

26. Test Equipment  16CCR § 1971(a)(2)     

Scope: Branch 1 structural pest control businesses fumigation crews on a job site. 

This regulation requires fumigation crews to have testing equipment (such as Miran, Interscan or 
Draeger) capable of measuring the fumigant down to the threshold limit. The requirement to have 
testing equipment is tied to the pesticide labeling. Review the labeling and determine when testing 
equipment is needed.  Testing equipment is needed whenever unprotected persons enter an area 
where there is an unknown atmosphere. Minimally, the fumigator would need testing equipment 
when certifying the structure safe to reenter. 
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Exemptions: The SPCB and DPR interpret this regulation to allow that testing equipment need 
not be on site when the fumigant is introduced if no one enters the enclosed space. (Guidance) 

27. Re-entry Requirements  16CCR § 1973  (Certification)  

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

The licensee must: 
• Use testing equipment to clear the structure as required. 
• Release the property for occupancy by posting a Notice of Re-Entry (Form 43M-42).  When 
the structure is cleared, the licensee must release the structure for occupancy by posting a 
Notice of Re-Entry. The Notice must be at least 8.5 x 11 inches in size and be printed in black 
on a white background. The notice must state the date and time the building is safe for re-
entry 

• What type of device does the licensee have to test for completeness of aeration?  
• Is the device appropriate to test for the fumigant used? 
• Was it used appropriately? (For example, an Interscan, was warmed up and was the “ready” 
light on prior to use) 

• Were the results below the allowable limits? 

Exemptions:  None. 

28. Direct Supervision  B&P Code § 8505.2   

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

B&P Code § 8505.2 requires that structural fumigations only be performed under the direct and 
personal supervision of a Branch 1 operator (OPR) or field representative (FR) licensed by the 
SPCB.  “Direct and personal supervision” means that the licensee responsible for the supervision 
shall be present at the site of the fumigation during the entire time the fumigants are being released, 
the time the ventilation is commenced, and at the time property is released for occupancy. (B&P 
Code § 8502.3) 

“The time ventilation is commenced”, is defined in 16CCR § 1970.5 as the period of time 
beginning when the seal is broken and ending when all seals/tarps are removed. The regulation 
requires that a licensed operator or field representative be present during this entire time. 

The use of the CAP renders 16CCR § 1970.5 obsolete and requires that B&P Code § 8505.2 be 
interpreted to require direct supervision during the entire time the fumigants are being released, 
throughout the time steps 1 - 4 of the CAP Aeration and Reentry instructions are performed and at 
the time property is released for occupancy. 

When the CAP is not used B&P Code § 8505.2 and 16CCR § 1970.5 must be enforced as 
written. 

Exemptions: None 
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Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

Prior to commencement of fumigation, fumigation warning signs shall be posted on the structure 
(under the tarps) at or near all entrances and on each side of the structure.  (The signs on the 
structure must remain posted until the structure is declared safe for re-occupancy). Fumigation 
warning signs must also be placed on the outside surface of the tarps and be clearly visible on all 
accessible sides of the space under fumigation and from any direction from which the site is 
approached.  Additional fumigation warning signs shall be posted at all joint seams of the tarp at 
the first floor level. 

Exemptions:  None. 

30. Required Information on Warning Signs  B&P  Code § 8505.10    

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

Warning signs shall be printed in red on white background and shall contain the following 
statement in letters not less than two inches in height: “DANGER--FUMIGATION”. They shall 
also have a skull and crossbones not less than one inch in height and shall state in letters not less 
than one half inch in height: 
• The name of the fumigant used. 
• The date and time the fumigant was introduced into the structure. 
• The name, address, and phone number of the registered business performing the fumigation. 

Exemptions: Warning signs placed inside a tarp need the date, but not the time of the 
fumigation. 

31. Signs in Attic or Under-area Upon Completion  B&P Code § 8505.11 (Certification)  

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

Check “N/A” when inspecting the application or aeration phase. 

Immediately after completion of the fumigation and certification of the structure, the licensee  
must post in  the attic  and in the under-area,  adjacent to their entrances, a durable sign no less  
than 5 x 7 inches in size, stating the company name, the date of  fumigation, and the fumigant  
used.  If the structure has only an attic  or under-area, then posting is only required in that area.  

Exemptions:  No sign is required in structures that do not have an attic or a crawlspace or have an 
inaccessible under-area for purposes of structural pest control. 
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32. Warning Agent Used  B&P Code § 8505.12  (Application)  

Scope:  Structural fumigations. 

When a fumigant is used which does not have warning agent properties; a separate warning agent 
must be used.  Sulfuryl fluoride and methyl bromide fumigations require chloropicrin to be used 
as the warning agent. When conditions involving abnormal hazards exist, the supervising licensee 
shall take such safety precautions in addition to those prescribed by regulation as are reasonably 
necessary to protect the public health and safety. 

Verify that the warning agent is used properly. When the chloropicrin is introduced, it must be 
placed in a shallow dish over cotton or some similar absorbent material and released into the 
airstream of a fan. The industry recommends that the dish of chloropicrin be placed behind the 
fan, not in front of the fan. 

Registered chloropicrin pesticides used solely as a warning agent are exempt from pesticide use 
reporting requirements. The following chloropicrin products can be used as a warning agent: 
1) Registered chloropicrin pesticides that have directions for use as a warning agent. 
2) Chloropicrin products marketed solely for use as a warning agent. 

Exemptions: In circumstances when it is not possible to use chloropicrin, the structural pest control 
company must submit a warning agent waiver request to the CAC.  If the waiver request is 
acceptable to the CAC, the CAC then submits it to DPR for approval.  DPR will notify the CAC if 
the waiver is approved, denied, or may request modifications to the waiver. 

33. Equipment  Properly Identified  3CCR § 6630 (Application)  

Scope: Vehicles or equipment (ground rig, service rig, and similar equipment used for 
mixing or applying pesticides) used for mixing or applying any pesticides by any 
structural pest control business. 

All pest control businesses must identify each vehicle with markings readable at a distance of 25 
feet.  The identification must include either: 
• The business’ name; or 
• The pest control business license number and a statement such as “Licensed Pest Control 
Operator”, “Fumigation Division” or similar wording. 

A vehicle used by a licensee only for the purpose of certifying a structure safe to enter would not 
need to be identified since it is not used for mixing or applying a pesticide. 

Exemptions: None. 
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34. Pesticide Labeled/Closures  3CCR § 6676 (Application)  

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide. 

Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 

Service containers and measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide are not 
subject to this section. 

Exemptions: None 

35. Proper Pesticide Transport  3CCR § 6682 (Application)  

Scope: All pesticides in vehicles. 

Persons should not be riding in the back of a truck used to transport pesticides.  Some 
fumigant labeling requires an upright position, chaining during transportation, and/or to 
be stored in a cool, dry, well ventilated area. Violations of this regulation are often 
found in the storage box of the vehicle. Violations include pesticide containers not 
secured during transport, spillage of concentrates found in vehicles and storage of 
pesticides in the same compartment with food, feed or persons. Storage of PPE in the 
same box with pesticides is a violation of 3CCR § 6738(a). 

Exemptions: None 

36. Pesticide Handling/Use/Storage 16CCR § 1983 (Application)  

Scope: All structural pest control use and storage of any pesticides. 

Inspect the fumigation site to determine whether the company has control over pesticide 
containers and stores them properly. They must: 
• Store pesticides, partial and empty containers, in a manner that does not present a hazard to 
persons or property. 

• Handle service kits containing pesticide(s) with extreme caution and prevent access to 
children and unauthorized persons. 

• Lock or attend pesticides stored on trucks. 

This requirement should be checked “N/A” only if no containers are present at the inspection 
site. 

“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight. 

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked, fenced area or a truck 
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or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure does 
not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 

Fumigants must be locked at all times when unattended.  For fumigant cylinders, merely closing 
the bonnet without otherwise locking or securing it is insufficient to meet this requirement. 

Exemptions: None. 

37. Methyl Bromide Requirements  3CCR § 6454(a)    

Scope:  Structural fumigations using methyl bromide. 

Verify that the distance between the fumigated structure and the property line are in compliance 
with the formulas provided in 3CCR § 6454(a) and that no person, other than the fumigation 
crew is allowed to enter the prohibited area during the treatment period. 

“Buffer zones” must be established and maintained during the fumigation. The buffer zones must 
lie entirely within the property line of the property being fumigated. No person, other than the 
fumigation crew may enter the buffer zone during the treatment period. The buffer zones are: 
• Five feet for fumigations using 50 lbs. of MeBr or less. 
• For fumigations using between 50 and 80 lbs. MeBr use the formula:  (5 X total lbs) – 240  = 
buffer zone in feet. 

• For fumigation using more than 80 lbs. MeBr use the formula:  2 X total pounds = buffer 
zone in feet. 

Exemptions:  None. 

38. Methyl Bromide  - Tarps Acceptable/Condition/Retention  Method   3CCR § 6454(b-e)    

Scope:  Structural fumigations using methyl bromide. 

Structures shall be covered with the required tarpaulins or sealed prior to fumigation. The 
“acceptable” tarpaulin used in fumigations shall be vinyl coated with a minimum weight of seven 
ounces per square yard (or having a fumigant retention capability equal to or greater than that 
provided by the seven-ounce weight tarpaulin).  The vinyl coating shall not be worn, cracked, 
abraded, or similarly damaged to the extent that any of the underlying fabric shows through the 
vinyl coating.  All cuts, tears, holes, or similar damage to tarpaulins shall be repaired prior to 
introduction of the fumigant.  Temporary repairs to damaged tarpaulins shall be made with vinyl-
coated self-adhesive tape, or the damaged area of the tarpaulin may be rolled and clipped. 

Fumigators shall use the fumigant retention method specified in the table in this regulation. 
Depending on the application rate and total poundage used in the fumigation, the retention method 
may be an “acceptable” tarpaulin alone; an “acceptable” tarpaulin and a side drape of either an 
“acceptable” tarpaulin or an unused 4-mil disposable polyethylene sheet; or a seal with vinyl-
coated self-adhesive tape, (only if the structure is a concrete tilt-up). 
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When tarpaulins are used, all sides of the structure shall be draped to the ground.  Sand snakes, 
water snakes, or similar weights shall be used to seal the base of the tarpaulins to the ground. Prior 
to the placement of these snakes or weights, the soil adjacent to the structure foundation shall be 
thoroughly watered. 

Exemptions:  None. 

39. Methyl Bromide - Warning Agents/Fans/Aeration  3CCR § 6454(f-m)    

Scope:  Structural fumigations using methyl bromide. 

When fumigating a structure with methyl bromide, chloropicrin shall be used as a warning agent 
unless specifically prohibited by regulations or product labeling.  One or more fans must be used to 
adequately disperse the fumigant.  The fumigant must be released into the airstream of a fan. In the 
case of a multiple-story structure, at least one fan should be placed on the second floor to facilitate 
dispersion. Prior to the introduction of the fumigant, a walk-through can be performed to check for 
adequacy of fan placement. 

Following treatment, the fumigated structure shall be aerated through convection tubing or ducting.  
The convection tubing or ducting outlet shall be located above the highest point of the roof as 
follows: 
1) Six feet above for fumigations using 50 pounds of methyl bromide or less. 
2) Ten feet above for fumigations using more than 50 pounds of methyl bromide. 

If any nearby structure is taller than the fumigated structure, check the table in 3CCR § 6454(i) for 
tubing height requirements. 

Aeration of the fumigated structure shall not begin earlier than one hour after sunrise or later than 
one hour before sunset.  The sunrise and sunset times published in the local newspaper shall be 
used to establish aeration timing. 

When aerating a fumigated structure, a Branch 1 licensee shall ensure that persons not involved in 
the aeration process do not come within the buffer zone of: 
• Ten feet when using 50 lbs. or less. 
• When using between 50 and 80 lbs. Methyl Bromide use the formula – (5 X total lbs) – 240  = 
• buffer zone in feet. 
• When using more than 80 lbs. Methyl Bromide use the formula – 2 X total pounds = buffer 
zone in feet. 

Exhaust fans and convection tubing or ducting may be installed prior to aeration or when covering 
the structure with tarpaulins in preparation for fumigation.  Aeration should be performed according 
to the CAP. The exhaust fans must have a capacity of at least 5,000 cubic feet per minute (cfm). 
The convection tubing shall be large enough to fit over the exhaust fan housing and shall be 
securely attached.  The exhaust fans and tubing shall be installed in a manner that does not present a 
hazard to workers or the public.  If exhaust fans and convection tubing or ducting are installed after 
the fumigation has begun, the installer shall wear self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) 
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respiratory protection. 

Exemptions:  None. 

40. Methyl Bromide – Measuring Concentration 3CCR § 6454(n)  (Aeration)   

Scope:  All structural fumigations using methyl bromide. 

The methyl bromide concentration shall be measured at the approximate center of the structure 
with a Fumiscope®, or similar instrument that shall be located outside of the fumigated structure. 
(An instrument similar to a Fumiscope® may be used provided it can measure methyl bromide 
concentrations at the one ounce per 1,000 cubic feet or 250 ppm level). Without entering the 
structure, the fumigator shall collect the methyl bromide sample for measurement through the use 
of tubing or ducting placed inside the structure and connected to the analytical instrument prior to 
the initiation of fumigation. The structure shall be aerated until the methyl bromide concentration 
has been reduced to 250 ppm or less (250 ppm is about one ounce per thousand cubic feet) while 
following the requirements listed below: 
1) If the fumigated structure's windows were left open during the fumigation, the structure 
shall be aerated through convection tubing or ducting until the methyl bromide 
concentration is 250 ppm or less with the tarpaulins left in place; or 

2) If the fumigated structure's windows were closed during the fumigation, the space between 
the fumigated structure and the tarpaulin shall be aerated prior to tarpaulin removal through 
convection tubing or ducting. After the tarpaulins are removed, the fumigated structure shall 
be aerated through convection tubing or ducting until the methyl bromide concentration is 
250 ppm or less. 

Exemptions:  None. 
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Tarp / Aeration Check 

Purpose  This type of inspection does not constitute a complete inspection and cannot be 
counted on the PRAMR (PR-ENF-099).  Check the “Partial” box at the top of 
the form. 

This section is only to be used for documenting unattended aerations or tarp 
checks of a structure under fumigation or under aeration.  There are three 
phases of fumigation: application, aeration and certification.  You should 
complete this section of the form only if you inspect the structure under 
fumigation or under aeration after the fumigation crew has left. Since no one 
is present to acknowledge your inspection during these times, you do not need a 
signature in the “Inspection Acknowledged” box.  The time spent 
conducting partial inspection activities should be reported in “Section III. 
Structural Pest Control Inspections, Licensed Work Hours” on the PRAMR. 

Requirements 
1. Registered in County FAC § 15204 

See Requirement 1, Structural Fumigation Procedures. 

2. County Notified 24 Hours Prior B&P Code § 8505.5 
See Requirement 2, Structural Fumigation Procedures. 

3. Labeling – Aeration/Certification FAC § 12973 
See Requirement 7, Structural Fumigation Procedures. 

4. Warning Signs on All Sides 16CCR § 1974 
See Requirement 29, Structural Fumigation Procedures. 

5. Structure Vacated/Secured Against Reentry B&P Code § 8505.7 
See Requirement 23, Structural Fumigation Procedures. This requirement should be 
marked “N/A” if the tarps are still up. 

6. Required Information on Warning Signs B&P Code § 8505.10 
See Requirement 30, Structural Fumigation Procedures. 

7. SCBA Worn/Continuous Monitoring/CAP Used 3CCR § 6780(b) 
Add this requirement in the space provided at the bottom of the inspection Requirements 
section. See Requirement 15 Structural Fumigation Procedures 
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The table below identifies the requirements from the Structural Fumigation Use Monitoring 
Inspection Report that would typically be inspected during the fumigation phases listed. It is only a guide. 

Requirement Application Aeration Certification 
1. Registered in County X X X 
2. County Notified 24 Hours Prior X X X 
3. Written Notice to Occupant X 
4. Pesticide Disclosure Signed X 
5. Registered Label at Use Site X 
6. Labeling-Site/Rate/Conc./Other X 
7. Labeling-Aeration/Certification X X 
8. Labeling-Bagging, Pets Removed X X 
9. Labeling-PPE X X* 
10. Regulations-PPE X 
11. Respiratory Protection X X* 
12. Handlers Trained X X 
13. Emergency Medical Care Posting X X X 
14. Decontamination Facility X 
15. SCBA Worn/Cont. Monit./CAP X X X 
16. Accident Response Plan X 
17. 2 Trained Employees-App./Aerat. X X 
18. Fume Enc. Spaces/Proper Entry X X X 
19. Proper Mgmt. of Treated Area X X X 
20. Connecting Structures X X X 
21. Accurate Measurement X 
22. Prot. Persons/Animals/Property X 
23. Structure Vacated/Secured X X X 
24. Equip. in Good Repair and Safe X 
25. 2 SCBA/CPR Chart/Mfg. Instruc. X X 
26.Test Equipment X 
27. Re-Entry Requirements X 
28. Direct Supervision X X X 
29.Warning Signs All Sides X X X 
30. Req. Info on Warning Signs X X X 
31. Signs-Attic/Under Area X 
32. Warning Agent Used X 
33. Equipment Properly Identified X 
34.Containers Labeled/Closures X 
35. Proper Pesticide Transport X 
36. Pesticide Handling/Use/Storage X 
37. Methyl Bromide Requirements X X X 
38. MB- Tarps-Cond./Ret. Method X X 
39. MB-Warning Agents/Fans/Aerat. X X 
40. MB-Measuring Concentration X 

* This requirement is applicable to the aeration of Fumigations not employing the CAP. 
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Chapter 8:  Structural Use Monitoring Inspection Report 
(PR-ENF-108) 

Purpose A Structural Use Monitoring I nspection is used to inspect Branch 2 and 3 
structural pest control  businesses during application, mixing and loading  
activities relating to the  control of general household and wood destroying  
pests (other than fumigations). Your inspection should document whether or  
not the handler and employer are complying with  pesticide labeling  
requirements, laws and regulations, training, worker safety  and other  
regulatory requirements. You also determine whether the operator is  
mitigating a ny possible hazard to persons, non-target animals, crops and 
property.  

Mix/load 
inspections 

Mix/load activities  present increased potential for harm, since that is when the  
concentrate is handled. Conduct a mixing and loading inspection in 
conjunction with your  application inspection whenever possible. Identify the  
pesticide, determine specific labeling  requirements and to assess  equipment in 
use to determine if  it is safe for handlers and the environment.  

Requirements 
1. Registered in County  FAC § 15204 

Scope: All structural pest control companies registered with the Structural Pest Control Board 
(SPCB) and performing structural pest control in the county. This regulation applies to the use of 
all pesticides as well as non-pesticide methods of pest control. 

Determine if the structural pest control company has registered with the agricultural 
commissioner prior to performing structural pest control for hire in your county.  Review the 
company’s records on file. Registration would cover the calendar year unless the structural pest 
control company’s licensee specifies a shorter time. Any branch offices working in your county 
must also be listed on the registration. 

Exemptions: None 
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2. Written Notice to Occupant  B&P Code § 8538  

Scope: All applications of any pesticide by a registered structural pest control company. 
• The written notice must be provided to the owner, owner’s agent, and tenant prior to the 
application.  ADD CODE 

o Posted in heavily frequented, highly visible areas such as mailboxes, the manager’s 
apartment, all laundry rooms or community rooms. In complexes with fewer than five 
units, each unit must be notified.  

o First-class or electronic mail 
o In person 
o Commercial or industrial buildings, the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place, 
unless the owner/owners agent objects. 

o Pest control to be done within a tenant’s unit requires that the tenant 
be notified directly. See 16CCR § 1970.4(e). 

• If possible, interview the owner or occupant of the structure (house, apartment complex, etc.) 
and ask to review the written notice.   

• Interview the licensee to determine if the notice has been provided. 
• Contracts for periodic service,, the notice may be given prior to the initial treatment unless 
there is a change in the pesticides..  

• New tenants must be notified.  
• Refer to B&P Code § 8538 for information required in the notice 
• Posted in heavily frequented, highly visible areas such as mailboxes, the manager’s 
apartment, all laundry rooms or community rooms.  

Exemptions: None. 

3. Pesticide Disclosure Available  16CCR § 1970.4(c)   

Scope: All applications of any pesticide by a registered Branch 2 or 3 structural pest control 
company. 

Whenever a licensee applies a pesticide, he shall leave a written notice in a conspicuous location 
identifying the common, generic or chemical name of each pesticide applied. In the case that the 
pesticide is applied to a multiple family structure, the notice may be given to the designated 
agent (for example, a realtor) or the owner. The notice may be a door hanger, invoice, billing 
statement or other similar written document that contains the registered company’s name, 
address, and telephone number. 

Exemptions: None. 
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4. Labeling Available  at Use Site 3CCR § 6602 

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Registered labeling covering the specific use must be available at the use site. Registered 
labeling includes relevant supplemental, Special Local Need 24(c) labeling and Section 18 
directions. Review the pesticide labeling to see if any additional documents are required to be at 
the use site. Examples of additional required documents include the Chlorine Technical Manual 
or other technical information bulletin. Commercial advertising does not comply with the 
requirements of this regulation, even if it includes use directions. 

Labeling at the use site must not differ in any material manner with the labeling registered by 
DPR. Differences in the directions, restrictions or precautions are not acceptable. Differences in 
format (i.e., specimen labeling, photocopies, CDs, electronic, or photographs) are normally 
considered material accepted unless the difference(s) could cause the pesticide to be used in a 
manner conflicting with the registered labeling or they create a false or misleading perception. If 
you suspect the labeling is inaccurate, refer the case to your DPR EBL for product compliance 
investigation. 

Exemptions: None 

5. Labeling – Site / Rate /  Concentration / Other FAC § 12973  

Scope: All registered pesticide uses. 

Is the pesticide being handled in compliance with the registered labeling requirements? A review 
of the labeling at the site is necessary to ensure that the material is being used according to the 
labeling directions. For example, is the applicator following directions for a crack and crevice or 
a spot application using the appropriate equipment and not broadcasting the material over a 
larger area? 

Crack and crevice applications: If emulsifiable or oil-base sprays (including non-pressurized 
ready-to-use products) are used, equipment must be capable of delivering a pin stream of 
insecticide. If a pressurized spray is used, an injection or insertion tube must be used. If a dust 
is used, a bulbous duster or other suitable equipment capable of applying insecticide directly 
into cracks and crevices must be used. 

Rate/Dose
 Double dosing two products with the same active ingredient (AI) and be prohibited by product 
labeling and would be a violation of FAC § 12973. The combination cannot result in a rate of 
an AI that exceeds the maximum rate allowed by the labeling of either product (Compendium 
Volume 8, Section 2, illegal mixing of two pesticides with the same active ingredient). 
Similarly, sequential application of multiple products containing the same AI that exceeds the 
amount allowed in a specified time interval by the registered labeling is a use in conflict with 
the labeling (Compendium Volume 8, Section 4, growing season”). 
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NOTE: A decrease in dosage rate per unit treated is an exception from conflict with labeling. 
However, B&P Code § 1991(b) prohibits preconstruction application for subterranean termites 
at a rate less than that specified by the labeling. 

“For Exterior Use Only” means to treat or apply only to exterior surfaces of structures such as 
window frames, doors, steps or foundation sills. Although these structures may have both 
interior and exterior surfaces, the product can only be applied to the exterior surfaces. All 
surfaces within crawl spaces or attics are considered interior surfaces. 

Exemptions: See 3CCR § 6000 definition of conflict with labeling for exceptions. 

6. Labeling – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) FAC § 12973  

Scope: All persons handling registered pesticides. 

Labeling PPE requirements apply to both employees and employers. Review the labeling at the 
site to determine what PPE is required. Observe handlers to see if they are properly utilizing the 
labeling required PPE.. If employees are not wearing required PPE, was PPE provided by the 
employer and is it available on site? Is the PPE in good condition and well fitted? Address 
violations for each piece of PPE separately in the “Remarks” section. 

Labeling required PPE used by non-employees (owners, property operators and others) must 
meet the maintenance and storage standards listed in 3CCR § 6738. Although 3CCR § 6700 – 
6795 apply only to employees, these standards are applicable to interpreting labeling 
requirements for non-employees as required in 3CCR § 6601, General Application of Standards. 
See page 6. 

Exemptions: All substitutions and exemptions listed in 3CCR § 6738 et seq. including 
substitutions listed for closed systems and/or enclosed cabs in 3CCR § 6738.4. See 
Appendix1. 

7. Regulations – Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 3CCR § 6738 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide when: 
• Required by labeling, regulation, or any permit conditions of any permit issued by the director 
or commissioner. 

• Mixing or loading. 
• Cleaning, adjusting or repairing equipment. 
• Applying using hand-held, vehicle-mounted or towed equipment. 

Check “NO” for this requirement if any employee is not wearing all of the PPE required by the 
regulations and the registered pesticide labeling. Document the exact nature and circumstances 
of the violation. When required, PPE must be worn throughout the handling process. 
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Respiratory PPE requirements are found in 3CCR § 6739 and covered by requirement 10. 

If employee handlers are not wearing required PPE, determine and document if it was provided 
by the employer and is available on site. 

All PPE must be cleaned and inspected daily. Worn, damaged or heavily contaminated PPE must 
be replaced immediately. Check the condition of PPE and ask handlers what procedures they 
follow for cleaning and replacement.  

See Appendix 1 for specific requirements and exemptions. 

8. Respiratory Protection  3CCR § 6739 

Scope: 
• Employees when required by labeling, permit or regulation or employer policy. 
• When employees wear respiratory equipment. 

Verify that employees have been provided and are using the appropriate type of respirator as 
identified on the labeling, permit or regulation. Verify that the equipment is being used properly 
and has been properly maintained. See information on respiratory protection in Appendix 1. 

A labeling statement of “Avoid breathing spray mist,” does not necessarily require the use of a 
respirator. See Compendium Volume 8, Section 3.1 for guidance. 

Exemptions: 
• When respirator use is allowed by the employer even though not required by labeling, permit 
or regulation, only certain parts of 3CCR § 6739 apply. (See voluntary respirator provisions 
in Appendix 1). 

• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

9. Handler(s)  Trained  3CCR § 6724  

Scope: All employees who handle any pesticide. 

Certified applicators are considered trained. Check “YES” for this requirement if all handlers are 
certified applicators. 
• Employees licensed by the SPCB as operators or field representatives are considered trained 
for the purposes of this regulation.  

• Employees licensed as structural applicators are not considered certified applicators per 
3CCR § 6724(e) and do require training. 

Employers must train employees before they handle pesticides, update the training to cover new 
pesticides, and repeat training at least annually (12-month period) thereafter. Initial training may 
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be waived if an employee submits a record showing that training meeting the requirements of 
this regulation and covering the pesticides and use situations applicable to the new employment 
situation was received within the last year. Handler training performed in another state is not 
recognized due to the many unique aspects of California’s pesticide safety program. 

• Observe how the handler is performing their task. 
• Does the handler appear to have received adequate training? 
• Does the handler follow the pesticide labeling directions? 
• Does the handler utilize and correctly use the required PPE? 
• Were all precautions taken before the commencement of the application? 
• During the application, does the handler monitor for the presence of residents and the 
application equipment? 

• Interview the employee to determine who trained them.  
• When was the training provided? 
• Does the handler recall signing training records? 
If the responses you receive and/or the behavior observed causes concern, perform a Headquarter 
and Employee Safety Inspection to verify training.. Consider issuing a cease and desist order for 
the use activity if unsafe conditions are observed. See the Compliance Action section on Chapter 
1 page 27 for more information. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

10. Emergency  Medical Care, Posting 3CCR § 6726 

Scope: All employees handling any pesticide. 

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site or on the work vehicle, the 
name, address, and telephone number of a facility able to provide emergency medical care 
whenever employees will be handling pesticides. Including procedures to be followed to obtain 
emergency medical care in the case the identified medical facility is not reasonably accessible 
from that work location. The local poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no 
additional information is inadequate as is the displaying of “9-1-1”.  Medical care information in 
an employee’s wallet or in the glove compartment of the work vehicle does not meet the 
requirements of this regulation. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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11. Decontamination Facility “Danger / Warning” 3CCR § 6734 

Scope: For all pesticides. 
For non-agricultural and structural settings - employees handling pesticides with the signal word 
“DANGER” or “WARNING”. 

Contents: 
• Sufficient water 
• Sufficient soap 
• Sufficient single use towels 
• One clean change of coveralls 

Location: 
Non-production agriculture and non-agricultural settings: 
• Within 100 feet of the mixing and loading site. 

Decontamination facilities are not required on site if there is no mixing or loading on site. 

The water must be of a quality and temperature that will not cause illness or injury and be 
suitable for eye flushing. Water that contains debris or algae is not acceptable. The regulation 
states there must be sufficient water available at the site. U.S. EPA recommends at least 3 
gallons of water be provided for each handler. The employer should check decontamination 
supplies periodically and replenish as necessary. Decontamination facilities must be separate 
from drinking water. 

Waterless hand cleaners may be substituted for soap but water must still be provided and used 
for decontamination. Hand sanitizer products are not acceptable. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

12. Safe Equipment  3CCR § 6742  

Scope: All equipment used by employees to apply or mix and load any pesticide. 

This requirement covers the general safety and maintenance of equipment. It also covers three 
specific items: proper tank covers, shut-off devices and sight gauges. Each of these items has 
different standards of applicability check “N/A” only if no equipment is used or a non-employee 
is involved in the use of the equipment. 

Check to see if the spray tank valves, couplings and transfer hoses are in good condition and are 
not leaking. All equipment used to apply any pesticide must be inspected daily and any safety 
defect must be repaired prior to use. 
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Proper Tank Cover 3CCR § 6742(b)(1) 

Scope: All equipment used by employees to apply or mix and load any pesticide. 

Determine that all openings on tanks used for mixing or applying pesticides are equipped with 
covers that prevent spills. If the owner/operator is using equipment that is not in good repair, 
the owner/operator can be cited for CCR § 6600(a), Use only pest control equipment which is 
in good repair and safe to operate. 

Exemptions: 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e) 
• Non-employee 

Shut-Off Device 3CCR § 6742(b)(3) 

Scope: All mix/load hoses used by employees that carry liquid mixture derived from any 
pesticide with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. 

Shut-off devices must be installed on the exit end of all hoses carrying liquid pesticides in toxicity 
categories one or two Danger/Warning from mixing tanks that are adequate to prevent splashes 
onto the employee. 

Exemptions: 
• Operations that employ a reverse action pump or similar that empties the hose and 
eliminates dripping prior to uncoupling hose connections or removing the hose end from the 
tank being filled. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Non-employees 

Sight Gauge 3CCR § 6742(b)(4) 

Scope: Each tank with a capacity of more than 49 gallons that is used by employees to mix or 
apply a liquid mixture derived from any pesticide with the toxicity categories one or two. 

• A properly functioning method to indicate the liquid level in the tank such as a sight gauge; 
or 

• The tank or the filler hose nozzle must have a device that will automatically stop the filling 
operation before the pesticide liquid mixture spills over the top. 

• All external sight gauges must be protected and have valves at the pipes or tubes in case of 
breakage. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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13. Coveralls “Warning / Danger” 3CCR § 6738.1(e)  

Scope: Employees handling any “DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides. 

Employers must provide clean coveralls each day for employee handlers of pesticides with the 
signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. Ask the employee how often they are provided with 
clean coveralls. Coveralls are defined in 3CCR § 6000 as a one or two-piece garment of closely 
woven fabric or equivalent that covers the entire body except head, hands and feet. Most branch 
2 and 3 businesses comply with this regulation by supplying their employees with two-piece 
uniforms (long sleeved shirt and long pants). Note that this differs from “work clothing” which 
does not have to be provided by the employer. 

Ask the employee how often he or she is provided with clean coveralls/uniforms. The employer 
also must assure that employees do not take contaminated coveralls/uniforms home, unless they 
are removed and stored in a sealable container outside the home. 

If employees do not go to their employer’s headquarters at the end of their workday, the 
employee must: 
• Take off the coveralls at work and put them in a sealable container. 
• Store the sealable container outside of their living quarters.. 
• Return the coveralls to the employer for cleaning. 

An employer may contract with an employee to launder coveralls or other PPE, but the employee 
must have separate equipment and facilities to launder these items and must not take contaminated 
PPE into their homes. See 3CCR § 6738(a) (6) and 3CCR § 6744. 

Mark “N/A” if no pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”, or for a non-
employee handler. 

Exemptions: 
• Vertebrate pest control baits, solid fumigants, insect monitoring traps or non-insecticidal 
lures. (3CCR § 6720) 

• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

14. Certified Applicator Supervision - Restricted  Materials  3CCR § 6406 
Scope: California or federally restricted material(s) being handled by a non-certified applicator. 
A certified applicator must be available to direct and control an application by a non-certified 
applicator. The availability of the certified applicator shall be directly related to the hazards of 
the handling activity. 
• Is the certified applicator aware of conditions at the application site? 
• Can the certified applicator stop the application when conditions (ex: weather, odor) 
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warrant? 
• Does the non-certified applicator have a way to contact the certified applicator if there is a 
problem? 

Some labeling requires physical/visual presence of a certified applicator. The certified applicator 
must be physically located on the premises or contiguous parcel. When required by labeling, the 
certified applicator must maintain a “in line of sight” visual standard.  

If all persons handling the restricted material are certified applicators, check this requirement as 
“Yes”. Licensed operators and field representatives are certified applicators. Licensed applicators 
are not certified applicators. If the pesticide(s) being handled are not federal or 
California restricted materials, check this requirement as N/A”. 
Exemptions: None. 

15. Accurate Measurement  3CCR § 6604  

Scope: Weighing or measuring any concentrate pesticides. 

• Are pesticides being accurately weighed or measured? 
• Are the measuring devices calibrated to the smallest unit in which the concentrate is being 
used? 

• Examples of inaccurate measurement would include estimating half a bag or part of a 
container. 

Exemptions: Pesticides packaged and labeled as ready-to-use. 

16. Protection of Persons /  Animals /  Property  3CCR § 6614  

Scope: Application of any pesticide. 

The applicator shall evaluate prior to and while making the application,  the equipment, 
weather conditions, and both target and surrounding areas to determine the likelihood of 
damage or contamination.  

• Does the applicator keep an eye out for passersby? 
• Look for animals' feeding trays, fishponds, or stored food at the treatment site. 
• Is there a reasonable possibility of the contamination of persons not involved in the 
application. 

• Is there a reasonable possibility of damage or contamination to non-target crops, animals 
(including bees), or property. 

Exemptions: Public agencies or their contractors operating under a cooperative agreement 
with the Department of  Public Health pursuant to section 116180 of the Health and Safety 
Code are exempt from the provisions of 3CCR § 6614(b)(1) if used in accordance with the 
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registered labeling. (3CCR § 6620) 

17. Backflow  Prevention /  Air gap  3CCR § 6610 

Scope: All equipment; service rig (mix/load) and application equipment, that handles any pesticide 
and which draws water from an outside source. 

All equipment must be equipped with a backflow prevention device when handling pesticides and 
drawing water directly from any outside source. (Overhead fill systems that maintain an air-gap are 
acceptable). An outside source is anything other than a separate nurse tank. Outside sources 
include wells, streams, ditches, lakes, ponds and pipelines. The CAC should consult with the local 
water purveyor and county health department for additional approval criteria. If water drawn from 
an outside source was not observed, mark N/A. The following are examples of devices that prevent 
backflow or reverse siphoning: 

• Air-Gap Separation - A physical break between the supply line and the receiving vessel. 
(This is the only method that is accepted by all water and health agencies) 

• Double Check Valve Assembly. 
• Reduce Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Device. 
• Single check valve, vacuum relief valve and low pressure drain assembly. 

See Appendix 3 for detailed information. 

Ask handlers to explain backflow systems that are unfamiliar or that appear inadequate. If during 
an application inspection you see equipment that appears to be in violation of this requirement 
(i.e., a ground rig with no air gap device), investigate further or perform a mix/load inspection to 
determine how the operation complies with this regulation. Violations can be documented in the 
mix/load column of this form. 

Exception: 
Generally application equipment of five gallon capacity or less, such as hand carried or backpack 
sprayers, need not be equipped with a mechanical backflow device due to the impracticality of 
attaching a backflow device to this type of equipment. An air-gap must be manually maintained 
when filling in order to prevent backflow into the outside source. The CAC may require a 
backflow device if there is concern that a manual air-gap is not being maintained when the 
equipment is filled from an outside source. (Guidance) 

Exemptions: 
• Nurse rigs when they only carry water to equipment. 
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18. Equipment Identified 3CCR § 6630  

Scope: Vehicles or equipment (ground rig, service rig, and similar equipment used for mixing or 
applying pesticides) by an agricultural or structural pest control business. 

All pest control businesses must identify equipment with markings readable at a distance of 25 
feet. The identification must include either: 
•  Business name; or 
•  Pest control business license number and a statement such as “Licensed Pest Control 
Operator”, “Fumigation Division” or similar wording. 

Exemptions: None. 

19. Container  Requirements  3CCR § 6676  

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide. 

Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 
Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide. (guidance) 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need the registrants labeling. (3CCR § 
6678) 

• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. 

20. Service Container Labeling  3CCR § 6678  

Scope: All containers, other than the original manufacturer’s labeled container, used to store or 
transport dilute or concentrated mixtures of any pesticide. 

Determine whether the service container labeling is complete. If pesticides are loaded into 
application equipment on site and all of the pesticide mix is used during the application and the 
equipment is rinsed before the applicator leaves or transports the equipment, no service container 
labeling is required. 

Service container labeling requires: 
• Name and address of the person or firm responsible for the container 
• Identity of the pesticide in the container 
• The signal word identified on the label 

The definition for service container may be found in FAC § 12757.5. 

Examples of violations include containers with no labeling, incomplete labeling or with multiple 
label tags that do not accurately reflect the contents of the container. 
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Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 

21. Proper Containers  3CCR § 6680 

Scope: All pesticides being used, transported or in storage. 

If service containers or measuring devices are observed, examine them to assure that pesticides 
are not being placed in prohibited containers commonly used for food, drink or household 
products. Examples of improper storage containers include empty coffee cans, soda bottles or 
cans or cooking vessels. 

Application of this regulation must recognize that both food products and pesticides are 
distributed in a wide variety of containers and some overlap is inevitable. This regulation does 
not prohibit end users from using generic plastic or glass bottles, plastic bags or similar 
containers (that have no identifiable food or beverage use labeling, ENF 2006-029) as service 
containers. 

A common circumstance you may observe when performing this type of inspection is the storage 
and use of non-pesticide bait products such as peanut butter that are used for pest control. These 
products may be stored in the original or other generic containers if all food labeling has been 
removed and labeling such as “Bait” or similar labeling has been attached to the container. (See 
Requirement 24, Pesticide Handling / Use / Storage, also). If no containers are observed at the 
application and/or the mix/load site, check the “N/A” box. 

Exemptions: None 

22. Proper Pesticide Transport  3CCR § 6682  

Scope: All pesticides that are transported in vehicles 

Persons should not be riding in the back of a truck used to transport pesticides. Violations of this 
regulation are often found in the storage box of the vehicle. Violations include pesticide 
containers not secured during transport, spillage of concentrates found in vehicles and storage of 
pesticides in the same compartment with food, feed or persons. Storage of PPE in the same box 
with pesticides is a violation of 3CCR § 6738(a). Posting of pesticide storage in vehicle utility 
boxes is not required unless they are used as a fixed storage site. 

Verify that no pesticides are being transported in the cab. If you see pesticides stored in an 
unoccupied cab, question the handler or operator to determine if they are being transported in 
violation. Ask, “When did you put the pesticides in the cab?” Why did you put the pesticides in 
the cab?” Base your compliance determination on the responses you receive. (In some cases, 
primarily in structural settings, pesticides may be stored in the cab in order to keep them locked 
up while the handler is performing an application). 
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Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. [guidance – based on 3CCR § 6686(c)] 

23. Containers Properly Rinsed  3CCR § 6684  

Scope: All pesticide containers that have held less than 28 gallons of liquid pesticide concentrate 
that is diluted for use. ENF 96-006 

Handlers must triple rinse and drain containers at the time of use. Handlers must add the rinsate 
to the mix tank and use rinsate in the application. Time of use means prior to the end of the 
mix/load operation. The definition of Use can be found in 3CCR § 6000. To be effective, the 
rinsing must be completed before the liquid pesticide has time to dry. If the mixer is putting 
many containers aside for rinsing at the end of the mix/load operation and you are unable to 
determine if these containers are being properly rinsed during your inspection, document the 
circumstances and check on the containers during the next Record/Storage inspection of the 
company. Suspect businesses should be reported to the local Environmental Health agency 
and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. Failure to rinse is a violation 
under our jurisdiction. Collecting and/or holding unrinsed containers may be a violation under 
the jurisdiction of the local Environmental Health agency and/or the California Department of 
Toxic Substances Control. 

Check empty containers for proper rinsing procedures. Puncturing the containers is recommended 
in order to allow for drainage and aeration. Unrinsed or improperly rinsed containers are 
considered hazardous waste and must be disposed as per Titles 22 and 23, California Code of 
Regulations. Contact the local Health Department or Regional Water Quality Control Board for 
more information. 

Some concentrate pesticides have labeling that allows for undiluted use. These containers are not 
exempt from triple rinse requirements. If there are no containers on site or containers have not 
yet been rinsed, mark N/A. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers being returned to the registrant. 
• Ready-to-use diluted pesticide containers. 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 
property. (3CCR § 6686) 

• Aerosol containers are exempt from regulation as hazardous waste under the following 
conditions: 
a) The aerosol containers are emptied to the extent possible under normal use. 
b) The aerosol containers are disposed after use in accordance with labeling instructions. 
(DHS guidance) 
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24. Pesticide Handling / Use / Storage  16CCR § 1983 

Scope:  Container which any pesticide is stored or carried. 
This requirement should be checked “N/A” only if no containers are present at the inspection 
site. 

Determine whether the applicator has control over pesticide containers and that they store and 
use them properly. 

Verify that: 
• Pesticide containers are labeled, stored, carried, or transported properly 
• Handle service kits with extreme caution and prevent access to children and unauthorized 
persons. This includes non-pesticide bait products that are used with pesticides such as 
peanut butter. These products should be handled and stored as pesticides. (See Requirement 
21, Proper Containers). 

• Lock or attend pesticides stored on trucks. 
• Remove or appropriately cover food, all utensils and equipment used in the preparation of 
food, and drugs to prevent pesticide contamination. 

• Assure that areas where rodenticides and avicides are used are inaccessible to children and 
pets. Upon termination of a service, all rodenticides and avicides are removed. 

• Do not use any oil-based insecticide near an open flame or active heater. 
• Use tracking powders only at floor level or in such places as warrant their safe use. 
• Label bait stations with the signal word from the labeling, the name of the pesticide and the 
name, address, and phone number of the structural pest control company. (An empty, locked, 
posted building that is in control of the registered company is considered a bait station). 

• When termite baiting contract is terminated, remove any toxicant used, excluding liquid 
termiticide 

Equipment or containers that hold or have held pesticides must be attended or in a locked 
enclosure if they present a hazard to persons or property. The CAC has authority to take 
possession of unattended pesticide or containers that create a hazard (3CCR § 6670). If 
pesticides, containers or equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if 
responsible persons on site are adequately attending them. Factors include; 
• The proximity of the containers to public access 
• The proximity of the attending person to the containers  
• The level of attention the attending person can provide 
• Are the containers near a road or trail? 
• Are they in plain view of the applicator? 
• Could someone access the containers without the applicator seeing them? 

All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain liquid pesticide may be secured with a locked 
closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 

A tank of dilute pesticides on a service vehicle must be locked while the applicator is away from 
the vehicle. Hand held sprayers containing dilute pesticide must be locked to the vehicle or 
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similar immovable object or stored in a “lock box” if left unattended on a vehicle. This must be 
done in a way that does not present a hazard. 

“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight (Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14.). 

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground 
(Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14.). 

If non-pesticide baits (for example peanut butter) are not locked or attended, address via 16CCR 
§ 1983(c). See Requirement 22.  

Exemptions: None. 

25. Wellhead  Protection  3CCR § 6609  

Scope: Any person mixing or loading any pesticides within 100 feet of a well.  

When applying, the following activities shall be prohibited within 100 feet of a well (including 
domestic, municipal, agricultural, dry or drainage, monitoring, or abandoned wells): 
• Mixing, loading, and storage of pesticides. 
• Rinsing of spray equipment or pesticide containers 
• Maintenance of spray equipment that could result in spillage of pesticide residues on the 
soil. 

Are wellheads protected from irrigation and rainfall runoff contacting any part of the wellhead 
by berms or other means? 
Exemptions: 
• Wells sited so that irrigation or rainfall runoff water does not move from the perimeter of the 
wellhead toward the wellhead and contact or collect around any part of the wellhead. 

• Wells protected by berms that prevent movement of surface runoff water from the perimeter 
of the wellhead toward the wellhead. 
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26. Suitable Manner / Climate  3CCR § 6600  

Scope: Use of any pesticide. 

Pest control shall: 
• Use equipment in good repair and safe to operate 
• Be performed in a careful and effective manner 
• Use equipment and methods to ensure proper application 
• Be performed under proper climatic conditions 
• Use precautions to avoid contamination of the environment 

When observing the application: 
• Is the application safe? 
• Are methods and equipment suitable (type of spray equipment, nozzle size and type, etc.) 
• What is the wind speed and direction? 
• Is the equipment in good repair and safe? 
• Is the operator being careful and effective? 
• Watch for labeling statements such as, “Do not treat soil that is water saturated or frozen.”, 
“Do not treat structures that contain cisterns or wells.” 

Check “NO” for this requirement when the handler is using pesticides in a negligent or careless 
manner or creating a hazard that is not more specifically addressed by another law or regulation. 
Document the nature and circumstances of this violation fully and with sufficient detail in the 
“Remarks” section. 

Exemptions: None. 

27. Surface Water Protection in Outdoor Nonagricultural Settings  3CCR § 6970  

Scope: Pest control business applications of pyrethroids listed in 3CCR § 6970 to outdoor 
nonagricultural sites. 

Most applications of the listed pyrethroids may only be made to outdoor nonagricultural sites 
using the following methods in order to reduce surface water contamination: spot treatments, pin 
stream, or crack and crevice. Broadcast applications may be made to permeable horizontal 
surfaces but not within two feet of impervious horizontal surfaces. 

Perimeter band treatments to vertical surfaces such as walls, foundations and fencing are allowed 
up to two feet above grade level. Perimeter band treatments around buildings must not extend 
more than 3 feet from the base of the building. 

No applications (except to the underside of eaves) may be made during precipitation, to standing 
water, within 25 feet of a downgradient aquatic habitat, or to any drainage system component. 

Broadcast treatment of termiticides to preconstruction sites is allowed if the treated soil is covered 
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with a waterproof cover or concrete prior to precipitation. These applications may not be made 
within 10 feet of a storm drain located downgradient from the application 

Exemptions: 
• Injection into soil or structural materials, such as bricks, concrete or wood. [3CCR § 6972(a)] 
• Post construction rod or trench termiticide application methods. [3CCR § 6972(b)] 
• Applications to below ground insect nests or nests made of mud or paper combs. [3CCR § 

6972(c)] 
• Application of baits in weatherproof stations or gel baits. [3CCR § 6972(d)] 
• Applications to water in compliance with a NPDES permit. [3CCR § 6972(e)] 
• Application to the underside of eaves. [3CCR § 6972(f)] 
• Fogger or aerosol applications. [3CCR § 6972(g)] 
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Chapter 9:  Pest Control Headquarters Inspection Report 
(PR-ENF-109) 

 
 
 
 
Multi- 
inspection form 

This records inspection report form contains four different types of 
inspections covering persons or firms that apply, sell, or recommend 
pesticides.  

 
 
 

A./B.  Headquarters and Employee Safety Inspection 
 
 
 
 
Purpose This inspection is to determine whether employers who have employees 

handling pesticides comply with applicable worker safety requirements and  
to determine compliance of growers (production plant agriculture) and 
pesticide users in “other” categories, (such as golf courses, schools, parks 
departments, etc.) Thorough record inspections can be effective in 
identifying and addressing weaknesses in an employer’s pesticide safety 
program. 

 
 
 
Preparation When you plan for a Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspection, you should 

review the operator’s permit and use monitoring and field worker safety 
inspections performed on the business since the last headquarter inspection. 
Note any documented violations or take copies of the inspections for reference 
when you conduct the headquarter inspection. Address past violations as part 
of your inspection. 

 
 
 
Criteria for 
inspection 

Prioritize Headquarters and Employee Safety Inspections on employers that 
have employees that handle pesticides or work in treated fields. You should 
conduct a Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspection of a grower or 
pesticide user in “other” categories at a frequency identified in your county 
enforcement work plan. 
 

Continued on next page 
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A./B.  Headquarters and Employee Safety Inspection, Continued 
 
 
 
 
Criteria for 
inspection 
(continued) 

In addition to record reviews, observations, and employer interviews, you 
should interview handler and fieldworker employee. See Appendix 2 and 
“Talking to Employers and Employees” on page 16 of this manual, for more 
information and instructions. 

 
 
 

Use for follow- 
up inspections 

Headquarter and Employee Safety Inspections are often conducted as a 
follow-up to use monitoring inspections document worker safety violations. 
More frequent record inspections of growers and “other” pesticide users are 
justified when these businesses have a history of violations, complaints or 
illness/injury exposures.  

 
 
 

Requirements 
 
1. Valid Restricted Materials Permit 3CCR § 6412 

 
Scope: Anyone possessing or using restricted materials. 

 
Review pesticide use records and storage of restricted materials and determine if the employer 
has a valid permit for the restricted material pesticides possessed and used. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Pesticide registrants, dealers operating under their licenses, or commercial carriers 

transporting restricted materials. [(3CCR § 6414(a)] 
• Structural pest control licensees. [FAC § 14006.6(d)] 
• Certified private or commercial applicators when possessing or using only federally 

restricted use materials. [(3CCR § 6414(b)] 
• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (ground water materials) when used outside ground 

water protection areas.  
• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (ground water materials) when used in a pest 

eradication program approved by the CA Department of Food and Agriculture. [(3CCR § 
6416(b)] 

• Antifouling paints or paints containing tributyltin. [(3CCR § 6414(c)] 
• Materials used only for experimental purposes by research personnel according to established 

policy of a college or university or according to a valid research authorization. [(3CCR § 
6414(e), 6414(f) and 6416(c)] 



PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 
Chapter 9 Pest Control HQ Inspection Report 

January 2017 
179 

 
2. Notice Prior to Pesticide Application 3CCR § 6618 

 
Scope: For all pesticides. 
 
• Any person performing pest control must assure that the operator of the property receives 

notice of the scheduled application. The notice must be made prior to the use of a 
pesticide and in ample time for all subsequent notices to be made and for the persons 
notified to take appropriate action. A notice of completion is also required for applications 
made for the production of an agricultural commodity. (3CCR § 6619) 

• The operator of the property and any PCB, farm labor contractor or other contractor hired by 
the operator of the property that have employees who are likely to enter a field during an 
application or while the REI is in effect must notify those employees. Handler and 
fieldworker employees who may walk within ¼ mile of a field that will receive an application 
or during a REI are deemed in regulation as likely to enter. [3CCR § 6618(a)(3) and 
6618(a)(4)] 

• The operator of the property must provide notice to any person for which they have prior 
knowledge may enter a treated area during an application or while the REI is in effect. 
[6618(a)(6)] 

• Property operators also need to be informed of: 
o Date(s), start time(s), and estimated end time(s) of the scheduled application. 
o Location and description of the field to be treated 
o The pesticide product name(s), U.S. EPA registration number(s), and active 

ingredient(s) 
o Spray adjuvant product name(s) and California registration number(s), if applicable  
o The applicable restricted entry interval 
o If pesticide labeling requires posting, oral notification, or both 
o Precautions printed on the pesticide product labeling, or applicable laws and 

regulations, related to the protection of employees or other persons during or after 
application 

 
Verify that the required information is provided in notices. Ask the manager inspected what 
procedures are used to notify employees, contractors and others of planned applications. 
Ask fieldworkers and/or handler employees what notifications they have received and how 
they receive them. 

 
Public agencies in compliance with FAC § 12978 meet the notice requirements 3CCR § 6618 
(b)(4)  Check “YES” if in compliance. 
 
Persons utilizing legal easements are exempt from needing consent from the property owner 
but are not exempt from notification requirements. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Persons who applied or supervised the application (3CCR § 6618(a)(3)]. 
• The oral notice is not required when a field is posted as specified in 3CCR § 6776 (b-f), 

unless the pesticide product labeling requires dual notification. (applies only to employee 
notification, not to the notice from the applicator to the operator of the property). 
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• Public agencies or their contractors operating under a cooperative agreement with the 
Department of Public Health pursuant to section 116180 of the Health and Safety Code. 
(3CCR § 6620) 

 
3. Application Completion Records / 2 Years 3CCR § 6619 

 
Scope: 
• Any person applying pesticides for the production of an agricultural commodity shall 

assure that the operator of the property treated receives notice of completion of the 
scheduled application.  The notice must be made within 24 hours of the completion of an 
application. The notice is not required to be in writing, the property operator can be notified 
verbally, a notice at an agreed location, phone recorder, fax, or electronically. 

• The operator of the property and any employer, PCB, farm labor contractor or other 
contractor hired by the operator of the property that have employees who are likely to enter a 
field while the REI is in effect must notify those employees. Handler and fieldworker 
employees who may walk within ¼ mile of a field during a REI are deemed in regulation as 
likely to enter. 

• The operator of the property must provide notice to any person for which they have prior 
knowledge may enter a treated area while the REI is in effect. 

 
Review the property operator’s records of each notice received from PCBs by site this record 
could be a work order, a written recommendation, an application log, or a copy of a use report 
provided the record(s) contain the required information.  Are the records maintained by site? 
Records of completed applications made by the property operator (or employees of the property 
operator) are not required to be kept on site, but must be maintained for two years and be made 
available upon request. 

 
How is the property operator providing notices of completed applications to fieldworker 
employees, contracted employers of fieldworker employees and other persons likely to enter? 
Ask employees how they receive these notices. How does the property operator assure 
contracted employers provide notice to their fieldworker employees? 

 
Exemptions: None 
 

4. Operator Identification Number Obtained 3CCR § 6622 
 
Scope: Persons using registered pesticides for an agricultural use, and industrial post-harvest 
commodity treatment, or any pesticide listed in 3CCR § 6800[b] for any outdoor institutional or 
outdoor industrial use. 

 
Each property operator shall provide the commissioner with a list of the counties in which pest 
control will be, performed and all valid operator identification number(s) issued by other 
commissioners. 
 
When the person being inspected has a restricted material permit, the permit number is the 
operator ID number. Check “YES” on the inspection form. 
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Exemptions: 
• Pest control businesses. 
• Property operators of non-production agricultural sites when pesticides are purchased and 

applied by PCBs. 
Persons using pesticides only on livestock, poultry or fish 
 

5. Site Identification / Permit Kept / 2 Years 3CCR § 6623 
 
Scope: Prior to the use of any registered pesticide on property that is used for the production of 
an agricultural commodity. 

 
Property operators intending to use pesticides for the production of an agricultural commodity 
must obtain a site identification number for each site where pest control will be performed. 

 
Each site must be identified on either a restricted materials permit or an operator identification 
form. Review the permit or form, and determine whether the information is accurate. Check to 
see that a copy of the permit or form has been retained for two years. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Pest control businesses. (3CCR  § 6622) 
• Property operators of non-production agricultural sites when pesticides are purchased and 

applied by PCBs. (3CCR  § 6622) 
• Persons using pesticides only on livestock, poultry or fish. [3CCR § 6622(c)(1)] 

 
6. Pesticide Use Records Available / 2 Years 3CCR § 6624 

 
Scope: PURs must be maintained by any person who uses registered pesticides: 
• For an agricultural use.  
• When engaged in the business of pest control. 
• Classified as a restricted material. 
• For industrial post-harvest commodity treatment. 
• Listed in 3CCR § 6800(b) (Groundwater Protection List) for any outdoor institutional or 

outdoor industrial use. 
 

A complete record of each application shall be kept for two years. Property operators, who 
produce an agricultural plant commodity, shall maintain records applied by PCBs by site. 

 
Exemption: Persons using pesticides only on livestock. 
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7. Pesticide Use Reports Submitted   3CCR § 6626 /6627 
 
Scope for 3CCR § 6626:  
Property operators applying registered pesticides to produce an agricultural commodity. 
Scope for 3CCR § 6627: 
Any person applying registered pesticides: 
• For an agricultural use. 
• Classified as a restricted material. 
• For an industrial post-harvest commodity treatment. 
• Listed in 3CCR 6800(b) for any outdoor institutional or outdoor industrial use. The 

reporting requirements for persons producing an agricultural commodity are different from 
non-production use requirements. Refer to 3CCR § 6626/6627. 

 
Review the grower’s or qualified applicator’s permit file for reporting violations. Compare the 
records maintained by the property operator with the pesticide use reports you have received. 
Document any inconsistencies. The operator of the property is not required to report the use if 
the use is performed and reported by a pest control business. (3CCR § 6626). The operator of 
the property shall maintain the records for two years. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Pesticide use on livestock. (3CCR § 6624) 
• Pesticide use in the sales area of retail nurseries, or applying pool chemicals by pool service 

companies. (FAC § 11408) 
• Public agencies (e.g. Vector Control) that have entered into a cooperative agreement with the 

California Department of Health Services. (FAC § 11408) 
 
8. Emergency Medical Care Planned 3CCR § 6726/6766 

 
Scope for 3CCR § 6726: All employers of handlers of any pesticide. 
 

For handlers, emergency medical care shall be planned for in advance. The employer shall locate 
and inform handler of the name and location of the facility. The name, address, and phone 
number shall be posted at the work site or work vehicle if there is no designated work site. If the 
facility is not reasonably accessible from that work site, the employer has procedures to be 
followed to obtain emergency medical care. The local poison control center’s number, 
supervisor’s name with no additional information, or displaying “Call 9-1-1 in the case of 
Emergency”, is not acceptable. 
 
Additional WPS requirements for handlers to 3CCR § 6726 are: 
• For commercial or research production of an agricultural commodity, the employer shall 

provide to medical personnel treating the employee with the following: 
• Copies the Safety Data Sheet(s), the product name(s), U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency registration number(s), and active ingredient(s) for each pesticide product. 
• Circumstances of application or use of the pesticide. 
• Circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 
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Employers must ensure that a handler employee is taken to a physician when there are reasonable 
grounds to suspect that the employee has a pesticide illness/injury or when an exposure that 
would likely cause an illness/injury has occurred. 
  
• Ask the employer if there have been any exposure incidents in the recent past and how it was 

handled.   
• How would the employer respond if an incident did occur? 
 
Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 

6720) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
Scope for 6766: Employees who enter treated fields. 

 
For employees entering treated fields, emergency medical care shall be planned for in advance. 
The employer shall locate a facility where emergency medical care is available for employees. 
The employee or supervisor shall be informed of the name, and location the available physician 
or medical care facility. If the facility is not reasonably accessible from that work site, the 
employer has procedures to be followed to obtain emergency medical care. When it’s suspect an 
employee has a pesticide illness, or exposure to a pesticide has occurred and may have to lead 
to an employee's illness, the employer shall ensure that the employee is taken to a physician 
immediately. 
 
Additional WPS requirements for handlers to 3CCR § 6766 are: 
• The employer shall provide to medical personnel treating the employee for a suspected 

pesticide exposure in the production of an agricultural commodity with the following: 
• Copies the Safety Data Sheet(s), the product name(s), U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency registration number(s), and active ingredient(s) for each pesticide product. 
• Circumstances of application or use of the pesticide. 
• Circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 

 
Question the employer about the procedure used to transport exposed or injured employees to 
the facility. Have they had any exposure incidents? 
 
Exemptions: 
• Granular baits, attractants, or repellants in traps applied in a field. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Algaecides used to treat the irrigation system. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Pesticides injected into plants. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Applications by vector control agencies. (3CCR § 6760) 
• PCAs or professional foresters’ performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 

6720) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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9. Change Area 3CCR § 6732 
 
Scope: For all pesticides. 
• Employers of persons who regularly handle any pesticides in commercial or research 

production of an agricultural plant commodity. 
• Employers of any persons who regularly handle pesticides with “DANGER” or 

“WARNING” on the labeling in any setting. 
 
Inspect the place where employees end their pesticide exposure and remove personal protective 
equipment, and the area where they can change clothes and wash themselves. The employer must 
make available clean towels, soap and sufficient water for thorough washing. The employer must 
provide a clean storage area for personal clothes. Employees handling pesticides for the 
commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity, the change area must also 
meet 6734(a), (b)(1), and (b)(2). 
• Sufficient water, soap and single use towels for routine washing and for emergency eye 

flushing and washing of the entire body. 
• Not meeting the requirements are, hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Vertebrate pest control baits, solid fumigants, insect monitoring traps or non-insecticidal 

lures. See 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
10. Proper Storage of Personal Protective Equipment 3CCR § 6738(a) 

Scope: Employers of persons who handle any pesticide. 

Inspect the employer’s PPE storage. Is PPE kept in a clean, specially designated place when not 
in use? Examples of proper storage are lockers or assigned tote bags. Equipment left on the floor 
or stuffed under the seat of a mix or load vehicle is not considered proper storage. In addition, a 
pesticide storage area is not a proper place for storage of safety equipment. PPE must be kept 
separate from personal clothing. 

 
• Does the employer provide for the daily inspection and cleaning of all required PPE, and 

repair or replace any worn, damaged, or heavily contaminated PPE?  
• Does the employer wash contaminated PPE separate from other clothing or laundry?  
• Does the employer assure that any person or firm assigned or hired to clean or repair 

potentially contaminated PPE is protected and informed? 
• PPE remains the property of the employer and that pesticide handlers are not to take 

contaminated PPE into their homes. 
• Employees who do not report to the employer's headquarters shall remove and store 

potentially contaminated coveralls in a sealable container outside of their living quarters. 
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3CCR § 6738(a) standards also apply to owners or operators when required by pesticide labeling 
to use PPE. (See 3CCR § 6601 and Application of Standards on page 6). 

 
Respirators must be stored in a place that also protects them from dust, heat and direct sunlight. 
See 3CCR § 6739(h)(4). 

 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
11. MB- Recordkeeping 3CCR § 6784(b) 

 
Scope: Methyl bromide field fumigations involving employees. 

 
Review the employer’s records for all employees involved in application, tarpaulin cutting, 
tarpaulin repair and tarpaulin removal activities. Do the records identify the person, work 
activities, date(s), duration of handling, EPA Registration Number and the brand name of the 
methyl bromide product handled? Compare the dates and hours worked by each employee to the 
limits allowed. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Tree site fumigations. (3CCR § 6447)  
• Golf course fumigations. (3CCR § 6447) 
• Raised tarp fumigations of less than one acre at nurseries. (3CCR § 6447) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Recommendation Requirements in Ozone Nonattainment Area 3CCR § 6883 

 (add this requirement to the inspection form when applicable) 
 
The operator of the property shall retain the written recommendation for at least two years after the 
application of a high-volatile organic compound nonfumigant product specified in section 6881 
during May 1 through October 31 in the San Joaquin Valley ozone nonattainment area, to one of 
the following crops: alfalfa, almond, citrus, cotton, grape, pistachio, and walnut.  
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Hazard Communication / Pesticide Training Program 
 
12. Hazard Communication for Pesticide Handlers 3CCR § 6723 

 
Scope: Employers of employees who handle any pesticide. 

 
Examine the employer’s display of a completed Pesticide Safety Information Series (PSIS) 
leaflet A-8 or N-8 at the central location of the workplace. Is it complete? Do employees have 
unimpeded access to the document? Verify that the employer is also maintaining, at a central 
location, the following documents: 
• Pesticide use records for pesticides handled by employees. 
• Copies of PSIS leaflets applicable to the pesticides and handling activities listed in 

the pesticide use records. 
• The A-8 posted at all permanent decontamination facilities and decontamination 

facilities servicing 11 or more handlers. 
• Changes in name, address, or telephone number of the facility providing emergency 

medical on the A-8 must be updated within 24 hours. 
• Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for each pesticide handled by employees. 

 
Interview the employer and employees to verify the availability and access to the required 
records. The employer must inform employees where the records are kept, and they must grant 
employees access to the records no longer than 48 hours from the date of request by an employee, 
employee’s physician, or employee representative. An employee representative’s request must be 
in writing with the information required in 3CCR § 6723 (d)(1-4) 
 
Identify the pesticides handled by reviewing employee training records, pesticide use records and 
pesticide use reports. Then determine whether the employer is maintaining the appropriate PSIS 
leaflets and SDS. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• If the employer is unable to obtain an SDS, the employer must comply with the 

requirements of 3CCR § 6723(b)(3). 
 
13. Application Specific Information Display for Handlers 3CCR § 6723.1 

 
Scope: The operator of property used for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural commodity when handler employees will be working within ¼ mile of any 
treated field. 

 
Examine the application specific information (ASI) display at the central location. Information 
must be displayed within 24 hours of completion of an application and include all applications 
made to any treated field within ¼ mile of where handler employees will be working. 
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Information shall remain up for the length of the restricted entry interval, plus 30 days if 
employees are on the establishment. The employer must display the following at a central 
location: 
• Crop or site treated and identification of the treated area. 
• Date(s) and time(s) the application started and ended. 
• Restricted entry interval. 
• Product name, U.S. EPA registration number and active ingredients. 
• Safety Data Sheet of the pesticide(s) applied. 
• The ASI must be retained for two years 

 
Review PURs, NOIs, interview the employer and employees, and use your knowledge from use 
monitoring or fieldworker safety inspections performed to determine which pesticides have been 
used in which fields. Compare this information to the information displayed. Is the display 
complete and accurate? 

 
“Display” means to make information available to the employee so that he or she may readily see 
and read the document, during normal business hours, without having to make a specific request 
of any person. An employee must not be hindered or impeded from examining the required 
display. This definition does not preclude using a binder or filing cabinet, that otherwise meets 
the requirement, to contain documents for display. Interview handler employees. Do they know 
where the display is located? Do they have access? 

 
When a violation is found, use documents and employer/employee statements to determine if 
handlers have worked within ¼ mile of the subject field(s). 

 
Exemption: Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
14. Trainer Qualified 3CCR § 6724(f) 

 
Scope: Employers of persons that handle any pesticides for the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural commodity. 
 
Certified private or commercial applicators are considered trained. Check “Yes” for this 
requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

 
For the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity, pesticide 
safety training must be conducted by a person who meets the qualifications included in 
3CCR § 6724(f). Verify that the trainer meets one of the eight listed qualifications. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 
• PCAs do not require handler training and therefore do not need a qualified trainer. [(3CCR § 

6720(d)(1)] 
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15. Written Program 3CCR § 6724(a) 

Scope: Employers of handlers of any pesticide. 

Check “Yes” for this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 
 
Evaluate the employer’s training program, the materials (such as labeling study guides, pamphlets, 
slides and PSIS) and information provided and used to train employees, and identify the person or 
firm that provides the training. An individual’s training record does not constitute a written training 
program. Verify that the written program appropriately addresses all required topics. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 
• PCAs do not require handler training and therefore a written program is not required. 

[(3CCR § 6720(d)(1)] 
 
16. Handler Training 3CCR § 6724 

 
Scope: Employees who handle any pesticide. 

 
Check “YES” for this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators.  

 
Ask the employer how handlers are trained. Employers must train employees before they handle 
pesticides, update the training to cover new pesticides and repeat training at least annually (12-
month period) thereafter. Initial training may be waived if employees submit a record showing that 
training meeting the requirements of this regulation and covering the pesticides and use situations 
applicable to the new employment situation was received within the last year. Compare the date of 
application on the pesticide use records, including use records required under 3CCR § 6728 
(Medical Supervision) with the date of initial and annual training on the employee training records. 
Take note of any discrepancies between the dates. 

 
Based on the response to questions asked of the employer and employees, review of the training 
program, and individual training records, verify that the employer addressed all of the required 
topics. Documentation of training does not necessarily mean an employer has properly trained his 
or her employees. Was the training adequate? The training shall cover each pesticide or chemically 
similar group of pesticides. [3CCR § 6724(b)] 

 
 Is the training is provided in a language and manner the employees understand. Employers must 
record the date of training and the job assigned to the employee and be verified with the 
employee’s signature. Records must be kept for two years in a central  location at the workplace 
and accessible to employees. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 

 
• PCAs do not require handler training. [(3CCR § 6720(d)(1))] 
 
 17. Hazard Communication for Fieldworkers 3CCR § 6761 

 
Scope: Employers of fieldworkers working in a treated field. 

 
The employer shall have a completed PSIS A-9 displayed at the following locations: 
• At the worksite (If employees begin their workday at a central location, the PSIS A-9 may be 

displayed at that location instead of at the work site).  
• All permanent decontamination facilities. 
• Decontamination facilities servicing 11 or more fieldworkers.  

 
Any changes to the name, address, or phone number to the medical facility providing care must be 
updated on the A-9 within 24 hours. Is the PSIS A-9 displayed in a language the workers 
understand? 
 
Verify that the property operator maintains in a central location at the workplace, accessible to 
employees, including employees of farm labor contractors, who enter a treated field, the following: 
• Pesticide use records for pesticides that have been applied to fields within the last two years. 
• SDS for each pesticide listed in the pesticide use records. 
Verify that employers inform employees where the above records are kept, and that they grant 
employees access to the records in a timely manner, not longer than 48 hours from the date of 
request by an employee or their representative. The request from an employee must be in 
writing and have the information required in 3CCR § 6761(d)(1-4). Determine how the 
operator of the property informs farm labor contractors where the application specific 
information display is located in order that the FLC can complete the PSIS A-9. 

 
Exemption:  Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
18. Application Specific Information for Fieldworkers 3CCR § 6761.1 

 
Scope: For all pesticides. 
• The operator of the property used for the commercial or research production of an agricultural 

commodity when fieldworkers  will be working within ¼ mile of any treated field must provide an 
application specific information display (ASID). The ASID must remain displayed while there are 
treated fields and fieldworkers on the property. 
 

• The employer of fieldworkers in a treated field must provide a description of the location of 
the ASID at the worksite (in conjunction with the PSIS A-9) or at a central location where all 
field workers gather before entering a field. 
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Verify that the application specific information is displayed appropriately. Ask fieldworkers  if 
they know where the display is located. Do they have access? 

 
Determine if the  fieldworkers  gather at a central location before entering any treated field. Is the 
description adequate for fieldworkers to find the ASID without any other direction or assistance? 
When evaluating the application specific information display, determine if the information is:  
 
Displayed – The information should be available to fieldworkers to review with unimpeded 
access. It can be posted, in a binder, in a file cabinet or available in another manner.  The 
information is not displayed if workers must ask someone to see it. See 3CCR § 6000. 
Complete – The display must contain: 

• Crop or site treated and identification of the treated field. 
• Date(s) and time(s) the application started and ended. 
• Restricted entry interval. 
• Product name(s), U.S. EPA registration number, and active ingredient. 
• Copy of the SDS(s) for the pesticide(s) applied. 
• Spray adjuvant product name(s) and the CA registration number(s) if applicable. 
• The required information must be retained for two years. 

Timely – The information must be displayed at a central location while fieldworkers are employed 
to work in treated fields on the operator’s property   until the area is no longer a treated field or no 
fieldworkers will be working on the operator’s property. 
 
Review PURs and NOIs, interview the employer and employees, and use your knowledge from 
use monitoring or fieldworker safety inspections performed to determine which pesticides have 
been used in which fields. Compare this information to the information displayed. Is the display 
complete and accurate? 

 
When a violation is found, use documents and employer/employee statements to establish that 
fieldworkers have worked within ¼ mile of the subject field(s). 

 
Exemption: Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
19. Fieldworker Training 3CCR § 6764 

 
Scope: Employers of fieldworkers working in fields treated with any pesticide. 

 
Certified private or commercial applicators are considered trained. Employees with current 
documented pesticide handler training, or employees with other valid certificates of pesticide 
training approved by the Director, such as, UC IPM Instructor Training Workshops, are 
considered trained.  Check “YES” for this requirement if all fieldworkers meet these 
requirements. 

 
Have fieldworkers entering a treated field been trained within the last 12 months. Ask fieldworkers 
when and where they were trained. Do they recall the content of the training or who provided the 
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training? Verify the trainer meets one of the seven qualifications listed in regulation. Determine that 
the training includes all the topics listed in regulation. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Granular baits, attractants, or repellants in traps applied in a field. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Algaecides used to treat the irrigation system. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Pesticides injected into plants. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Applications by vector control agencies. (3CCR § 6760) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
Respiratory Protection Program 

 
20. Written Program 3CCR § 6739(a) 
Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required by any pesticide labeling, 
restricted material permit condition, regulation, the employer, or when employees voluntarily use 
respirators supplied by the employer. 
 
Identify the respirator program administrator. Is the administrator qualified? Can the administrator 
answer your questions about the program? (See 3CCR § 6000, definition of respirator program 
administrator). 

 
Review the employer’s written respiratory protection program with work site-specific procedures. 
Does it contain written operating procedures for selecting, fitting, cleaning, sanitizing, inspecting 
and maintaining respiratory protective equipment?  Each person required to wear a respirator must 
be trained in the need, use, care and limitations of the equipment. Verify that the respirators and 
cartridges used are the types required by labeling, permit or regulation. 

 
The employer shall evaluate the workplace to ensure the written program is being implemented and 
is effective. The employer shall consult with each employee annually to assess the program and 
determine if the employee has had any problems related to the use of a respirator. Consultations 
shall be documented. Any problems found during the assessment shall be corrected.  
 
Ask the employer when they consulted with the employees, if the consultation uncovered any 
problems and, if so, what revisions were made to the written procedures. The employer must 
maintain the current version of the written respiratory protection program. All previous versions of 
the document must be retained for three years subsequent to it being amended. 

 
Ask the employees how they were fit tested and if they have had any problems with the use of 
respirators.  Ask the employer how the evaluations are conducted to ensure compliance with the 
respirator program. Verify that the type of respirator and cartridge are appropriate for the pesticides 
handled. 
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Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) provided by the 
employer. 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks (3CCR § 

6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
 
21. Medical Evaluation 3CCR § 6739(q)(s) 

 
Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required by registered pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations, the employer, or  employees that 
voluntarily use respirators supplied by the employer. 

 
Verify that there is a medical recommendation form, for each employee assigned to 
performing work that requires wearing a respirator. Does it allow the employee to wear a 
respirator? Records generated from online evaluations are acceptable but must identify the 
physician or licensed health care professional and the evaluated employee. 

 
It is not necessary to inspect the questionnaires as it is considered confidential under the 
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) and may not be available.  
 
Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) provided by the 

employer. 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks.[ (3CCR § 

6720(d)(1] 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
22. Fit Test Records 3CCR § 6739(p)(2) and (3) 

 
Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required by any pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer. 

 
Ask for the current respirator program, previous programs shall be retained for three years. 
How does the employer fit test the employee?. Ask what procedure is used to assure that 
respirators are cleaned and sanitized and where the equipment is stored. 

 
Review the fit test records and verify that they contain the required information: 
• Name or identification of employee tested 
• Date and type of test 
• Specific make, model, style, and size of respirator tested 
• Test results 
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Exemptions: 
• Employees who use any respirator in accordance with voluntary respirator provisions. 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks. [(3CCR § 

6720(d)(1)] 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

23. Respirators Inspected 3CCR § 6739(j)(1) 

Scope: Employers shall assure: 
• Maintain routine-use respirators when required by any pesticide labeling, restricted material 

permit condition, regulation or the employer. 
• Maintain emergency-use or second respirators to ensure air cylinders are at 100% of 

manufactures recommended capacity. 
• Emergency-use respirators are to be inspected monthly according to routine-use criteria, 

manufactures recommendations. 
• Escape only respirators must be inspected according to routine-use inspection criteria. 

 
Verify that routine-use respirators are inspected before each use and during cleaning. Verify that, 
when SCBA are used, at least one routine-use SCBA cylinder at the use site starts the day at 80% 
of capacity or greater. Emergency-use SCBA must be maintained at 100% of capacity. 

 
Verify that respirators maintained for stand-by or emergency-use are inspected at least monthly. A 
record of the most recent inspection shall be maintained on the respirator or its storage container.  
 
Verify that emergency respirators are stored in clearly marked containers accessible to the work 
area in a manner that they can be safely utilized in an emergency. [3CCR § 6739(i)] 

 
Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks. [(3CCR § 

6720(d)(1)] 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
24. Respirator Storage   3CCR § 6739(h)(4) 

 
Scope: Employers storing respirators when respirator use is required by registered pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer provides respirators to 
employees.  
 

Verify that respirators are stored in a manner that protects them from damage, contamination, dust, 
sunlight, extreme temperatures, excessive moisture and damaging chemicals. Respirators must 
also be stored in a manner that prevents the face-piece and exhalation valve from deformation. 
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Exemptions: 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 

6720) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
 25. Voluntary Use Display 3CCR § 6739(b)(2) 
 
Scope: Employers that permit employees to use respirators when not required by registered 
pesticide labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer. 

 
Verify that the information listed in 3CCR § 6739(r) is displayed alongside the PSIS A-8 or N-8 
as appropriate. 

 
If employees are wearing respirators (other than a filtering face- piece/dust mask) on a 
voluntary basis and that the respirator(s) are provided by the employer. The employer shall 
establish and implement the provisions of a written respiratory protection program to ensure 
the employee is medically able use that respirator, and the respirator is cleaned, stored, and 
maintained so that there is no health hazard to the user. 
 
Exemptions: 
• Voluntary use of employer-supplied filtering face-pieces (dust masks) is exempt from the 

provisions bulleted above. 
• PCAs or professional foresters and their employees performing crop adviser tasks. [(3CCR § 

6720(d)(1)] 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 
Medical Supervision Program 

 
26. Use Records Retained / 3 Years 3CCR § 6728(a) 

 
Scope: Employers of employees who handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides with 
the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

 
Based on your knowledge of the subject employer's operation, your review of PURs and 
inspection of pesticides stored on the establishment, determine if there are employees handling 
organophosphate and carbamate pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” 
for production plant agriculture. If so, review the exposure records for each employee and 
determine if they require medical supervision. The employer shall maintain use records that;  
• Identify the name of the employee. 
• Name of the pesticide.  
• Date of use.  

 
The employer may use other required documentation to fulfill this requirement, but it must be 
sufficient to allow determination of those employees that regularly handle organophosphate or 
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carbamate pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. 
 
This information may also be useful if it becomes necessary to review records while performing 
an illness investigation. These records must be maintained for a period of three years. 
Note: The active ingredient Ethephon is an organophosphonate, and not an organophosphate. 
Pesticides registered for agricultural use in California that contain Ethephon. (e.g. Ethrel, Proxy, 
CottonQuick) are not covered by 3CCR § 6728. 
 
Exemptions: Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
 
27. Doctor’s Agreement Available / 3 Years 3CCR § 6728(b) 

 
Scope: Employers of employees who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides 
with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

 
If  any employee is regularly handling pesticides verify that the employer has a written agreement 
stating that a physician has agreed to provide medical supervision. The signed agreement shall 
include the names and addresses of both the employer and physician, stating the physician has 
agreed to provide medical supervision and has a copy and is aware of the contents of the Medical 
Supervision of Pesticides Workers – Guideline for Physicians. A copy of the agreement shall be 
provided to the commissioner when an employee begins to regularly handle pesticides. The 
agreement to provide medical supervision and all recommendations must be maintained for three 
years. 

 
An employee is regularly handling pesticides if the employee handles pesticides for more than six 
calendar days in any 30 consecutive days. Any amount of time in a 24 hour period is considered a 
day. The 30-day period is any 30 consecutive days beginning with each use. It cannot be divided 
by months or any other arbitrary demarcation. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to3CCR § 

6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets is not 
included in the 6-day, regularly handle calculation. 

 
28. Records/3 years 3CCR § 6728(c) 

 
Scope: Employers of persons who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides with 
the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity 

 
3CCR § 6728(c)(3) requires that an employer of employees that regularly handle 
organophosphates or carbamates with signal words “Danger” or “Warning” for the production of 
an agricultural commodity keep the following records: 
• The agreement with the medical supervisor. (See requirement 27 above). 
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• The use exposure records. (See requirement 26 above). 
• Recommendations from the medical supervisor. 
• The results of cholinesterase (ChE) tests performed. (See DPR guidance below). 

 
DPR guidance on the effect of medical record confidentiality rules on compliance 
with medical supervision record keeping requirements: 
It is DPR’s interpretation that the employer must retain medical supervision records at a business 
location within the state, with the exception of ChE results. Due to medical confidentiality rules, 
blood test results do not need to be kept by the employer. In order to comply with this regulation, 
the employer must maintain a record identifying the employee and the dates of tests when the test 
results are retained by the medical supervisor. 

 
Exemptions: 
• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to 3CCR § 

6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets is not 
included in the 6-day, regularly handle calculation. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
 
29. Medical Supervision Posting 3CCR § 6728(c)(5) 

 
Scope: Employers of employees who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides 
with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of an 
agricultural plant commodity. 

 
Confirm that the name, address and phone number of the medical supervisor is posted in a 
prominent place at the headquarters or other location where employees start the workday. If the 
employee starts the workday in the field, the information must be posted at each worksite or in the 
work vehicle. This posting requirement is in addition to the emergency medical care posting 
requirement (3CCR § 6726). 

 
Exemptions: 
• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to 3CCR § 

6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets is not 
included in the 6-day, regularly handle calculation. (3CCR § 6000, definition of regularly 
handle) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
 
Pesticide Storage 

 
30. Possession Permit for Stored Restricted Material 3CCR § 6412 

 
Scope: Any person storing a restricted material requiring a permit. 

 
Inspect all storage areas and note any restricted materials found. Compare materials stored with 
current permit held. If you find restricted materials not listed on the current or past permits 
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issued to the person inspected, investigate how the materials came to be stored at this location, . 
 
Exemptions: 
• Pesticide registrants, dealers operating under their licenses, or commercial carriers 

transporting restricted materials. (3CCR § 6414) 
• Structural pest control licensees. [FAC § 14006.6(d)] 
• Certified private or commercial applicators when possessing or using only federally 

restricted use materials. (3CCR § 6414) 
• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (groundwater materials) when used outside 

groundwater protection areas. 
• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (groundwater materials) when used in a pest 

eradication program approved by the CA Department of Food and Agriculture. (3CCR § 
6416) 

• Antifouling paints or paints containing tributyltin. (3CCR § 6414) 
• Materials used only for experimental purposes by research personnel according to established 

policy of a college or university or according to a valid research authorization. (3CCR § 
6414, § 6416) 

• The permittee of a valid permit is authorized to retain possession of materials listed after the 
permit expires. 

 
31. Containers Secured 3CCR § 6672(b) 

 
Scope: Any person who controls the use of a property and stores any pesticide. Any person, 
delivering empty, or full containers of any pesticide to a property. 

 
Ask the business operator where pesticides are stored. If the company has more than one storage 
area at different locations, each site should be inspected. Are pesticides and empty containers 
stored in a locked enclosure? Personal control of containers is allowed if someone maintains 
control over them at all times.  

 
If pesticides, containers or equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if 
responsible persons on site are adequately attending them. Factors include the proximity of the 
containers to public access, the proximity of the attending person to the containers and the level of 
attention the attending person can provide. Are the containers near a road or trail? Are they in 
plain view of a responsible person? Could someone access the containers without the responsible 
person seeing them? 

 
Pesticides and containers must not be stored in a manner that creates a hazard to persons, 
animals, food, feed or property (3CCR§ 6670). All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain 
liquid pesticide may be secured with a locked closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 

 
“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight. 
“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
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truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Containers that hold or have held pesticides packaged, labeled, and used for home use when 

in the possession of a householder on their property. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6402 "exempt materials," must be delivered to a responsible 

person, but need not be attended or kept in a locked enclosure on a property. (3CCR § 6686) 
 
32.  Storage Posted “Warning / Danger” 3CCR § 6674 

 
Scope: Storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, any pesticides with the signal 
words “DANGER” or “WARNING” are stored. 

 
Pesticide storage signs must be visible from any direction of probable approach and shall be 
posted around all storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, pesticides.  Each sign 
shall be of such size that it is readable at a distance of 25 feet. Determine if the notice should be 
repeated in a language other than English. Are signs posted in each direction of probable 
approach and readable at a distance of 25 feet? 

Posting of vehicle utility boxes is not required unless the boxes are used as a fixed storage site. 

Exemptions: 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 

property. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6147 "Exempted Pesticide Products”. (guidance)  
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 

 
33. Containers Labeled/Closures 3CCR § 6676 
 

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide.  
 
Verify that all pesticide containers carry the registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are 
securely tightened. 
 
Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide. (3CCR § 6676) 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need the registrants labeling. (3CCR § 

6678) 
• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. (3CCR § 6684) 
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34. Service Container Labeling 3CCR § 6678 
 
Scope: All containers, other than the original manufacturer’s labeled container, used to store or 
hold pesticides , transport dilute or concentrated mixtures of any pesticide down a public road to 
another site. 

 
Determine whether the service container labeling is complete. If pesticides are loaded into 
application equipment on site and all of the pesticide mix is used during the application before 
the applicator leaves or transports the equipment, no service container labeling is required as 
long as equipment has been rinsed. The definition for service container is in FAC § 12757.5. 

 
Examples of violations include containers with no labeling, incomplete labeling or with multiple 
label tags that do not accurately reflect the contents of the container. 
 
Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers used by a person engaged in the business of farming while on that person’s 

property and that do not travel on a public road to get to the property. 
 
35. Prohibited Containers for Pesticides 3CCR § 6680 
Scope: All pesticides being used, transported or in storage. 

 
If service containers or measuring devices are observed, examine them to assure that pesticides 
are not being placed in prohibited containers commonly used for food, drink or household 
products. Examples of improper storage containers include empty coffee cans, soda bottles or 
cans or cooking vessels. 

 
Application of this regulation must recognize that both food products and pesticides are 
distributed in a wide variety of containers and some overlap is inevitable. This regulation does 
not prohibit end users from using generic plastic or glass bottles, plastic bags or similar 
containers (that have no identifiable food or beverage use labeling) as service containers. 
(3CCR § 2006-029) 

 
If all pesticides are in proper containers, check the “YES” box. If no containers are observed at 
the application and/or the mix/load site, check the “N/A” box. 

 
Exemptions: None 

 
36. Containers Properly Rinsed 3CCR § 6684 

 
Scope: All pesticide containers that have held less than 28 gallons of liquid pesticide concentrate 
that is diluted for use. 

 
Handlers must triple rinse and drain containers at the time of use. Handlers must add the rinsate 
to the mix tank and use the rinsate in the application. Time of use means prior to the end of the 
mix/load operation. The definition of Use can be found in 3CCR § 6000. To be effective, the 
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rinsing must be completed before the liquid pesticide has time to dry. Verify that there are no 
unrinsed empty containers being stored. Suspect businesses should be reported to the local 
Environmental Health agency and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. 
Failure to rinse is a violation under our jurisdiction. Collecting and/or holding unrinsed 
containers may be a violation under the jurisdiction of the local Environmental Health agency 
and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. 

 
Some retail pesticide product labeling includes statements advising users to wrap partially full 
containers in newspaper and dispose of in regular waste containers. This is not allowed in 
California. 

 
Check empty containers for proper rinsing. Puncturing the containers is recommended in order to 
allow for drainage and aeration. Unrinsed or improperly rinsed containers are considered 
hazardous waste and must be disposed in compliance with Titles 22 and 23, California Code of 
Regulations. Contact the local Health Department or Regional Water Quality Control Board for 
more information. 

 
Except for containers to be returned to the registrant, each emptied container that has held less 
than 28 gallons of a liquid pesticide that is diluted for use shall be rinsed. Exempt containers may 
require special rinse procedures, be refilled offsite, returned to the registrant or be disposed as 
hazardous waste in compliance with local Environmental Health agency and/or the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control regulations. 

 
The burning of plastic containers (jugs, buckets, etc.) may be in violation of local Air Pollution 
Control District regulations (APCD). Document any observations of burning plastic containers 
and refer to the APCD. 

 
Cal/EPA has determined that when pesticide bags are emptied according to DPR's guidelines, they 
can be disposed of as non-hazardous waste. There are two disposal options available: disposal at 
lined Class III landfills or disposal at the site of application by burning under an agricultural burn 
permit. Permits to burn empty bags are issued by the local Air Pollution Control District. 
Enforcement of bag disposal regulations is at the discretion of the CAC. (See 22CCR § 
66260.10 – § 66262.70) (See Appendix 5) 

 
Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers being returned to the registrant. 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 

property. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Aerosol containers are exempt from regulation as hazardous waste under the following 

conditions: 
1.   The aerosol containers are emptied to the extent possible under normal use. 
2.   The aerosol containers are disposed of after use in accordance with labeling instructions. 

DHS guidance, ENF87-11, Procedural Guidance For Enforcement Personnel pg. 54 
Aerosol Container Disposal
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C. Dealer Records / Storage Inspection 
 
 
 

Purpose A Pesticide Dealer Record / Storage Inspection is conducted at the business 
location to ascertain licensing status, supervision by a qualified person, record 
maintenance, the sale and delivery of appropriate pesticides, adherence to 
restricted materials sales requirements and proper handling of containers. 

 
A complete record inspection should be conducted at the frequency agreed to 
in your county’s enforcement work plan. Additional review of sales records 
may be needed to determine compliance with pesticide use reporting 
requirements or for specific investigations. It is recommended that you check 
CAC records and note any prior violations before performing the inspection. 
Inspections should include an interview of the designated agent. 

 
 
 

Inspection 
criteria 

Dealers must be actively selling agricultural, dual use or restricted use 
pesticides, and the number of records reviewed must be recorded on the form 
in order to report as a completed Dealer Inspection. If no records are 
reviewed, it cannot be considered a complete inspection. 
 
NOTE: See also FAC § 12121, Dealer Violations, for violations related to 
providing false information in acquiring a license or distributing or 
advertising false or misleading information about a pesticide. 

 
 
 

Requirements 
 
1. Dealer Licensed FAC § 12101 

 
Scope: Persons acting as pesticide dealers, or who engage in the business of, advertise as, or 
assume to act as a pesticide dealer. Dealer activities are defined in FAC § 11407. 

 
Locate and examine the dealer’s license. Record the business name, license number and 
expiration date from the license on the inspection form. Determine if the information is current 
and that the license is valid. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Licensed agricultural or structural pest control businesses that apply the pesticides sold or 

recommended. (FAC § 11407.5) 
• Any federal, state or county agency that provides pesticides for agricultural use. (FAC § 

12102) 
• Cooperatives that provide pesticides for their members only if,  

o The Cooperative is a central receiving point for orders or billings and provides the 
licensed pesticide dealer that actually supplies the agricultural use pesticide or 
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o restricted use pesticide with information required in 3 CCR sections 6562 and 6568. 
o The supplier (dealer) must invoice the purchaser to specific purchases. 
o Cooperative must maintain the ownership identity of any pesticide it stores for its 

members. 
2. Designated Agent / Office, Valid License/Certificate 3CCR § 6560 

 
Scope: Any person who is responsible for supervising the operations of a licensed pest control 
dealer either at the main (principal) office or at a branch location. 

 
Determine if a designated agent is available at each main office and each branch location. 
Record the agent’s name of the subject facility on your inspection form. In order for persons to 
be qualified as a designated agent for a pesticide dealer’s license they must hold a valid: 
• Designated Dealer Agent License. 
• Pest Control Adviser License. 
• Pest Control Journeyman Pilot Certificate. 
• Qualified Applicator License. 

 
A person may be a designated agent for only one location. Does the designated agent 
actively supervise all operations conducted by employees at that location? Determine that 
the designated agent is providing adequate supervision and not attempting to oversee 
several locations, or attempting to work full time as a PCA, while “overseeing” dealer 
operations remotely. 

 
Exemptions: None 

 
3. Sales Records / Written Statement 3CCR § 6562 

 
Scope: Any pesticides sold or delivered by licensed pesticide dealers. 

 
Dealers shall maintain records of all agricultural and non-agricultural use pesticides sold or 
delivered, except for the sale of pesticides labeled only for home use. Verify that all pesticide 
sales records are being maintained for two years from the date of sale. Ask to see and examine 
the records of pesticides sold as cash sales. 

 
Ask the designated agent how records are maintained. Interview a salesperson to determine how 
he/she handles sales receipts and compare the response to the designated agent’s description of 
record maintenance. Select a representative sample of records to review. Are records identified 
by purchaser name and address? Do they show an operator identification number (or restricted 
materials permit number) or a statement that no identification number is required? If the record 
bears the statement that no operator ID is required, verify that the pesticide  has labeling 
instructions for non- agricultural use, is not a restricted material, or a pesticide listed in 3CCR § 
6800(b). 

 
Do the records show where the pesticide was delivered? Does each pesticide sale include either a 
written recommendation or a statement on a copy of the customer’s invoice that no 
recommendation was made? For invoices or delivery slips that do not have a statement, verify 
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that a written recommendation was made. If discrepancies exist, expand the record review. 
Dealers must keep copies of the recommendation or statement for two years. 

 
Dual-Use Pesticides 
Retail stores that sell pesticides for any use that requires a permit for possession and use, or which 
may be used only by or under the supervision of a certified applicator, are required to be licensed. 
Additionally, any retail stores that sell pesticides labeled for agricultural use are required to be 
licensed as pesticide dealers. 

 
 
The term “dual-use products” refers to those pesticides with labeling that have use directions for 
agricultural use and other uses (e.g., home use, institutional use). Only licensed pesticide dealers 
may sell pesticides that have agricultural uses specified on the registered labeling, regardless of 
the other uses that may appear on this labeling. Any business must obtain a pesticide dealers 
license prior to selling pesticides with agricultural uses on the labeling. They must also comply 
with all applicable pesticide dealer requirements in FAC § 12101 through § 12113, and 3CCR 
§6560 through § 6574. Only licensed dealers can sell dual-use pesticides to end-users in 
California. 

 
Exemptions: Pesticides labeled only for home use. 

 
4. Appropriate Products Sold 3CCR § 6564 

 
Scope: Any pesticides sold or delivered by licensed pesticide dealers. 

 
Examine sales records and evaluate the pesticides sold and the buyers. Dealers are responsible 
to: 

 a)  Review any recommendation that is provided and not sell a pesticide when the 
 pesticide labeling is contradictory to the recommendation and 
 
 b)  Not knowingly sell a pesticide for a use not supported by the labeling or when any 

condition of the labeling cannot be followed. 
 
Note any pesticide sales or recommendations that are unusual or that deviate from common 
industry practice. For example, pesticides labeled for agricultural use that were sold to an 
industrial-type business or pesticides labeled only for commodities not on the Operator 
Identification Number (OIN) or Restricted Materials Permit (RMP) of the purchaser. Compare 
some of the sales records with available labeling to see if recommendations and for use are 
consistent with the labeling. 

 
Complaints or evidence of illegal sales tactics or misrepresentation of products by firms should 
be documented and submitted to DPR’s Product Compliance so that appropriate enforcement 
action by state or federal agencies can be taken. 

 
Exemptions: None 
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5. Permits for Restricted Material Sales / 2 Years 3CCR § 6568(a) 
 
Scope: Licensed pesticide dealers selling restricted use pesticides requiring a restricted material 
permit. 

 
Dealers must obtain a copy of a restricted materials permit prior to the sale of a California 
restricted material and maintain it on file. Review a representative sample of restricted material 
sales and crosscheck each sale to determine if the dealer has an appropriate permit on file. Check 
that the pesticide sold is listed on the permit and that the permit was valid on the sale date. Verify 
that the dealer has maintained a copy of each permit for sales made in the last 2 years. 

 
Interview a salesperson to determine how he/she verifies that a permit is on file for restricted 
material sales. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Sales to dealers. (3CCR § 6414) 

 
6. Qualified Applicator Licensee, Qualified Applicator Certificate, or Private 

Applicator Certificate Statement Available / Two Years 3CCR § 6568(b) 
Scope: Licensed pesticide dealers selling a restricted material listed in 3CCR § 6400(a),(b), (d) or 
(e).  

Review a representative sample of federally restricted material sales and groundwater materials 
and crosscheck each sale to determine if the dealer has the required signed statement on file. 
Before the sale of a restricted material which is either federally restricted 3CCR § 6400 or a 
groundwater protection pesticide 3CCR § 6400(d), the dealer must obtain the purchaser’s 
documentation verifying that they are a certified applicator. This documentation may be the 
license, the certificate or a signed statement. 

 
The signed statement must include the license or certificate type and number, its date of 
expiration, the certified applicator’s signature and date. A record that only indicates delivery to a 
licensed pest control business does not serve as a signed statement. Check that the dealer has 
kept a copy of signed statement for 2 years. 

 
Exemptions: 
• When a restricted material permit with the operator’s certificate number is on file. 
• Sales to dealers. (3CCR § 6414) 
• Out of country sales. 

7. Operator Identification Number / 2 Years 3CCR § 6568(c) 

Scope: Licensed pesticide dealer sales of: 
• Registered pesticides labeled for agricultural use. 
• Restricted materials. 
• Registered pesticides labeled for any post-harvest commodity use. 
• Any registered pesticide listed in 3CCR § 6800(b). 
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Cross match sales records with operator identification records. If discrepancies exist, expand the 
record review. 

  
Exemptions: 
• Sales to dealers. 
• Sales to agricultural or structural PCBs. (3CCR § 6622) 

 
8. Out-of-County Sales Reporting 3CCR § 6568(d) 

 
Scope: A licensed pest control dealer that sells any pesticide that requires the purchaser to have 
an operator ID number. A restricted materials permit is the purchaser’s operator ID number. 

 
Verify that the dealer is sending a list of operator ID numbers and the corresponding purchaser’s 
names to the appropriate agricultural commissioner for all sales to persons with an operator ID 
number issued by a county other than the county in which the dealer is located. 

 
Exemptions: Sales to persons with operator ID numbers issued by the commissioner of the county 
in which the dealer is located. 

 
9. Specialized Records – Clorpyralid, Tributyltin 3CCR § 6574/ 6576 

 
Scope: 
• Licensed pest control dealers who sell antifouling paints or coatings containing tributyltin. 
• Licensed pest control dealers who sell any pesticide product containing the active ingredient 

clorpyralid intended for lawn or turf use. 
 
Verify that the dealer has obtained a statement signed by the purchaser for any sales of tributyltin.  
 
Verify that the dealer has records of these sales that include the signed statement and the 
additional required information including the purchaser’s license or certificate number and a copy 
of the vessel registration. The dealer is required to maintain these records in a separate log for 
two years. 

 
Verify that the dealer has obtained a statement signed by the purchaser for any sales of clorpyralid. 

 
Exemptions: None 

 
 
 
 San Joaquin Valley Ozone Nonattainment Area 3CCR § 6886 

(add this requirement to the inspection form when applicable) 
 
The dealer shall provide nonfumigant VOC information, in writing, to the purchaser at time of 
purchase or delivery if the sale is to an operator in the San Joaquin Valley ozone nonattainment 
area.
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10. Containers Secured 3CCR § 6672(b) 
 
Scope: Any person who controls the use of a property and stores any pesticide. Any person 
delivering empty or full containers of any pesticide to a property. 

 
Ask the business operator where pesticides are stored. If the company has more than one 
storage area at different locations, each site should be inspected. Are pesticides and empty 
containers stored in a locked enclosure? Personal control of containers is allowed if someone 
maintains control over them at all times.  

 
If pesticides, containers or equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if 
responsible persons on site are adequately attending them. Factors include the proximity of the 
containers to public access, the proximity of the attending person to the containers and the level 
of attention the attending person can provide. Are the containers near a road or trail? Are they in 
plain view of a responsible person? Could someone access the containers without the responsible 
person seeing them? 

 
Pesticides and containers must not be stored in a manner that creates a hazard to persons, 
animals, food, feed or property (3CCR § 6670). All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain 
liquid pesticide may be secured with a locked closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 

 
“Attended” means a responsible person present in the vicinity at all times to maintain control 
over the pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated 
areas, the person must have pesticides in sight. Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14. 

 
“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 
Compendium Volume 8 Section 1.14. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Containers that hold or have held pesticides packaged, labeled, and used for home use when 

in the possession of a householder on their property. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6402 "exempt materials," must be delivered to a responsible 

person, but need not be attended or kept in a locked enclosure on a property. (3CCR § 6686) 
 
11. Storage Posted “Warning / Danger” 3CCR § 6674 

 
Scope: Storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, any pesticides with the signal 
words “DANGER” or “WARNING” are stored. 
 
Pesticide storage signs must be visible from any direction of probable approach and shall be 
posted around all storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, pesticides. Each 
sign shall be of such size that it is readable at a distance of 25 feet. Determine if the notice 
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should be repeated in a language other than English. Are signs posted in each direction of 
probable approach and readable at a distance of 25 feet? 

Posting of vehicle utility boxes is not required unless the boxes are used as a fixed storage site. 

Exemptions: 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 

property. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6147 "Exempted Pesticide Products”. (guidance) 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides displayed in a sales setting. (guidance) 

 
12. Pesticide Containers Properly Labeled 3CCR § 6676 

 
Scope: Storage and transportation of any original container that holds or has held a registered 
pesticide. 

 
Verify that all pesticide containers, including refillable large containers or tanks, carry the 
registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are securely tightened. 

 
Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide. (guidance) 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need the registrants labeling. (3CCR § 

6678) 
• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. 

 
13. Service Container Labeling 3CCR § 6678 

 
Scope: All containers, other than the original manufacturer’s labeled container, used to store or 
transport diluted or concentrated mixtures of any pesticide. 

 
Determine whether the service container labeling is complete. If pesticides are loaded into 
application equipment on site and all of the pesticide mix is used during the application before 
the applicator leaves or transports the equipment, no service container labeling is required as 
long as equipment has been rinsed. The definition for service container may be found in FAC § 
12757.5. 

 
Examples of violations include containers with no labeling, incomplete labeling, or with multiple 
label tags that do not accurately reflect the contents of the container. 
 
 Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers used by a farmer while on their own property. 
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14. Prohibited  Containers 3CCR § 6680 
 
Scope: All pesticides being used, transported or in storage. 

 
If service containers or measuring devices are observed, examine them to assure that pesticides 
are not being placed in prohibited containers commonly used for food, drink or household 
products. Examples of improper storage containers include empty coffee cans, soda bottles or 
cans or cooking vessels. 

 
Application of this regulation must recognize that both food products and pesticides are 
distributed in a wide variety of containers and some overlap is inevitable. This regulation does 
not prohibit end users from using generic plastic or glass bottles, plastic bags or similar 
containers (that have no identifiable food or beverage use labeling) as service containers. 

 
If all pesticides are in proper containers, check the “YES” box. If no containers are observed at 
the application and/or the mix/load site, check the “N/A” box. 

 
Exemptions: None 
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D. Pest Control Adviser Records Inspection 
 
 
 

Purpose The records of an Agricultural Pest Control Adviser (PCA) are inspected to 
determine if the adviser is working within the scope of his/her license and that 
written recommendations comply with relevant labeling and regulations. The 
inspection is also used to determine if the adviser complies with record 
keeping requirements. You should inspect PCA records at the frequency 
agreed to in your county  work plan and as required for investigations. Check 
your office files for any previous records inspections, noting any violations 
before performing the inspection. 

 
 
 

Inspection 
criteria 

Advisers must be registered in your county, actively writing recommendations 
and the number of recommendations reviewed must be recorded on the form 
in order to report as a completed Pest Control Adviser Records Inspection. If 
no records are reviewed it is not considered a complete inspection. 

 
 
 

Requirements 
 

1. PCA Licensed FAC § 12001 
 
Scope: Persons acting or offering to act as a PCA. (This includes persons that recommend the 
use of biological control agents). See definition at FAC § 11410. 

 
Verify that the PCA has a valid license. Is the adviser’s correct address on the license?  Record 
the name and license number on the inspection form. 

 
If a farm management firm makes recommendations, the person making those recommendations 
must be licensed unless the firm has a monetary interest in the profits derived from the crop for 
which the recommendation is made. See Compendium Volume 8 for more information. 

 
An operator of a property (grower, firm or corporation) and the employees of that operator are 
not required to be licensed by DPR as PCAs when making decisions regarding pesticides used 
for agricultural use on property under their control. Employees of public agencies that make 
agricultural recommendations must be licensed as PCAs unless exempted under FAC § 12001. 
(See 3CCR § 6551).   

 
Exemptions: 
• Federal and state agricultural departments, county agricultural commissioners and qualified 

officials of the University of California Extension service, who put recommendations in 
writing for a specific application and specific site. 
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• Owners of private firms and their employees making recommendations on their own 
property. (guidance) ENF 89-119, because owners of private firms (e.g., growers, 
golf courses, and owners) make independent decisions and not offering advice on 
pest control to another person. 

• Veterinarians writing prescriptions for control of an animal pest. (FAC § 11408, Veterinarian 
Use) 

• Persons within an established place of business who write sales invoices or otherwise handle 
over the counter sales where no recommendation was made or inferred. 

• Registered professional foresters (RPF), in the practice of providing general silvicultural 
advice. (If the RPF gives advice in the form of silvicultural prescriptions and includes the use 
of specific pesticides the RPF would need a PCA license). (guidance) 

• An owner or employee of a firm in the business of treating seed. (FAC § 11408, Industrial 
Use) 

 
2. PCA Registered in County FAC § 12002 

 
Scope: Licensed PCAs making agricultural use recommendations in any county. 

 
Each PCA who makes any recommendation for agricultural use must register in person with the 
agricultural commissioner in the county listed in the adviser’s address on the license (FAC § 
12031). Registration in any additional county may be made by mail or in person, at the 
discretion of the agricultural commissioner of the additional county. 

 
Review a representative sample of the PCA’s recommendations. While reviewing 
recommendations, look for any that are made for locations outside your county. If out of county 
recommendations are found, ask to see a copy of the PCA’s registration for the subject county. If 
you are unable to verify that the PCA is registered in all the counties where recommendations 
have been made, document the details in the “Remarks” section and notify the relevant county so 
that they can verify that the PCA is appropriately registered. 

 
Exemptions: None 

 
3. Recommendation in Proper Categories FAC § 12054 

 
Scope: Licensed and registered PCAs. 

 
Review records to determine whether the adviser is making recommendations within the scope 
of the categories listed on the license. For example, the PCA must be licensed in Category “G” in 
order to write a recommendation for the use of a plant growth regulator. Categories are listed in 
FAC § 12022. 

 
Exemptions: None 
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4. Required Information/Copies Furnished FAC § 12003 (See also 3CCR § 6556) 

Scope: Pest control advisers who offer a recommendation on agricultural use of any pesticide. 

Review a representative sample of written recommendations.  
• Do they contain the required information?  
• Do you have labeling to look at for review purposes?   
• Have labeling restrictions such as REIs, PHIs, plant backs, disposition of by-products and 

posting requirements, been noted?  
• Did the adviser add to the recommendation a warning of the known hazards by the pesticide 

application? 
 
PCAs must put all recommendations concerning any agricultural use in writing. A copy of the 
written recommendation must be furnished to the operator of the property, the dealer, and pest 
control business prior to application. If the recommendation does not indicate copies are 
delivered, ask the adviser what procedure he or she uses to assure that growers and dealers 
receive a signed and dated copy. 

 
Exemptions: None. 

 
5. Recommendations Retained / One Year FAC § 12004 

 
Scope: Agricultural pest control advisers and agricultural pest control businesses. 

 
Verify that the adviser has retained a copy of each recommendation for one year from the date 
each one was written. 

 
Exemptions: None. 

 
6. Recommendation Criteria 3CCR § 6556 

 
Scope: Agricultural pest control adviser recommendations. 

 
In addition to the requirements in FAC § 12003, determine if the adviser has included a 
statement certifying that he or she has considered alternatives and mitigation measures to 
reduce any adverse environmental effects.  
• What technique or means has the adviser used to determine the need for recommending 

each application?  
• What information was employed by the adviser to conclude that a treatment was 

necessary?  
• Examples include sweep counts, detection traps and university publications. 

 
Exemptions: None. 
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7. Complies with Pesticide Labeling FAC § 12971 
 
Scope: All recommendations. 

 
Compare some of the written recommendations to the product labeling referenced on the 
recommendations. Crosscheck applicable aspects such as commodity/site, rate, dosage, 
restricted entry intervals, and pre- harvest intervals. 

 
Exemptions: None 
 
8. Safety of Employed Persons 3CCR § 6720(d) 

 
Scope: Licensed agricultural pest control advisers, registered foresters, that enter fields treated 
with any pesticide. 

 
Licensed PCAs and registered foresters are considered trained; ask how they make specific 
determinations regarding the level of protection needed for them. These determinations are 
made in lieu of compliance with decontamination, emergency medical care, coverall, PPE 
and reentry regulations. 

 
Ask the pest control adviser: Do you have any employees under your direct supervision that 
perform tasks such as field checking, scouting or sampling in fields? PCAs are exempt from 
sections, 6726, 6734, 6738.1-6738.4, 6739, 6766, 6768, and 6770. 
If yes, ask: 
• Do you allow them to enter treated fields? 
• Has training been provided? 
• Do you require them to wear PPE? 
• How do you determine what PPE to wear? 
• What decontamination facilities are provided? 
• How do you notify or inform them about the pesticides used, REI, etc.? 

 
Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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D. Pest Control Adviser Records Inspection 
 
 
 

Purpose The records of an Agricultural Pest Control Adviser (PCA) are inspected to 
determine if the adviser is working within the scope of his/her license and that 
written recommendations comply with relevant labeling and regulations. The 
inspection is also used to determine if the adviser complies with record 
keeping requirements. You should inspect PCA records at the frequency 
agreed to in your county  work plan and as required for investigations. Check 
your office files for any previous records inspections, noting any violations 
before performing the inspection. 

 
 
 

Inspection 
criteria 

Advisers must be registered in your county, actively writing recommendations 
and the number of recommendations reviewed must be recorded on the form 
in order to report as a completed Pest Control Adviser Records Inspection. If 
no records are reviewed it is not considered a complete inspection. 

 
 
 

Requirements 
 

1. PCA Licensed FAC § 12001 
 
Scope: Persons acting or offering to act as a PCA. (This includes persons that recommend the 
use of biological control agents). See definition at FAC § 11410. 

 
Verify that the PCA has a valid license. Is the adviser’s correct address on the license?  Record 
the name and license number on the inspection form. 

 
If a farm management firm makes recommendations, the person making those recommendations 
must be licensed unless the firm has a monetary interest in the profits derived from the crop for 
which the recommendation is made. See Compendium Volume 8 for more information. 

 
An operator of a property (grower, firm or corporation) and the employees of that operator are 
not required to be licensed by DPR as PCAs when making decisions regarding pesticides used 
for agricultural use on property under their control. Employees of public agencies that make 
agricultural recommendations must be licensed as PCAs unless exempted under FAC § 12001. 
(See 3CCR § 6551).   

 
Exemptions: 
• Federal and state agricultural departments, county agricultural commissioners and qualified 

officials of the University of California Extension service, who put recommendations in 
writing for a specific application and specific site. 
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• Owners of private firms and their employees making recommendations on their own 
property. (guidance) ENF 89-119, because owners of private firms (e.g., growers, 
golf courses, and owners) make independent decisions and not offering advice on 
pest control to another person. 

• Veterinarians writing prescriptions for control of an animal pest. (FAC § 11408, Veterinarian 
Use) 

• Persons within an established place of business who write sales invoices or otherwise handle 
over the counter sales where no recommendation was made or inferred. 

• Registered professional foresters (RPF), in the practice of providing general silvicultural 
advice. (If the RPF gives advice in the form of silvicultural prescriptions and includes the use 
of specific pesticides the RPF would need a PCA license). (guidance) 

• An owner or employee of a firm in the business of treating seed. (FAC § 11408, Industrial 
Use) 

 
2. PCA Registered in County FAC § 12002 

 
Scope: Licensed PCAs making agricultural use recommendations in any county. 

 
Each PCA who makes any recommendation for agricultural use must register in person with the 
agricultural commissioner in the county listed in the adviser’s address on the license (FAC § 
12031). Registration in any additional county may be made by mail or in person, at the 
discretion of the agricultural commissioner of the additional county. 

 
Review a representative sample of the PCA’s recommendations. While reviewing 
recommendations, look for any that are made for locations outside your county. If out of county 
recommendations are found, ask to see a copy of the PCA’s registration for the subject county. If 
you are unable to verify that the PCA is registered in all the counties where recommendations 
have been made, document the details in the “Remarks” section and notify the relevant county so 
that they can verify that the PCA is appropriately registered. 

 
Exemptions: None 

 
3. Recommendation in Proper Categories FAC § 12054 

 
Scope: Licensed and registered PCAs. 

 
Review records to determine whether the adviser is making recommendations within the scope 
of the categories listed on the license. For example, the PCA must be licensed in Category “G” in 
order to write a recommendation for the use of a plant growth regulator. Categories are listed in 
FAC § 12022. 

 
Exemptions: None 
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4. Required Information/Copies Furnished FAC § 12003 (See also 3CCR § 6556) 

Scope: Pest control advisers who offer a recommendation on agricultural use of any pesticide. 

Review a representative sample of written recommendations.  
• Do they contain the required information?  
• Do you have labeling to look at for review purposes?   
• Have labeling restrictions such as REIs, PHIs, plant backs, disposition of by-products and 

posting requirements, been noted?  
• Did the adviser add to the recommendation a warning of the known hazards by the pesticide 

application? 
 
PCAs must put all recommendations concerning any agricultural use in writing. A copy of the 
written recommendation must be furnished to the operator of the property, the dealer, and pest 
control business prior to application. If the recommendation does not indicate copies are 
delivered, ask the adviser what procedure he or she uses to assure that growers and dealers 
receive a signed and dated copy. 

 
Exemptions: None. 

 
5. Recommendations Retained / One Year FAC § 12004 

 
Scope: Agricultural pest control advisers and agricultural pest control businesses. 

 
Verify that the adviser has retained a copy of each recommendation for one year from the date 
each one was written. 

 
Exemptions: None. 

 
6. Recommendation Criteria 3CCR § 6556 

 
Scope: Agricultural pest control adviser recommendations. 

 
In addition to the requirements in FAC § 12003, determine if the adviser has included a 
statement certifying that he or she has considered alternatives and mitigation measures to 
reduce any adverse environmental effects.  
• What technique or means has the adviser used to determine the need for recommending 

each application?  
• What information was employed by the adviser to conclude that a treatment was 

necessary?  
• Examples include sweep counts, detection traps and university publications. 

 
Exemptions: None. 
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7. Complies with Pesticide Labeling FAC § 12971 
 
Scope: All recommendations. 

 
Compare some of the written recommendations to the product labeling referenced on the 
recommendations. Crosscheck applicable aspects such as commodity/site, rate, dosage, 
restricted entry intervals, and pre- harvest intervals. 

 
Exemptions: None 
 
8. Safety of Employed Persons 3CCR § 6720(d) 

 
Scope: Licensed agricultural pest control advisers, registered foresters, that enter fields treated 
with any pesticide. 

 
Licensed PCAs and registered foresters are considered trained; ask how they make specific 
determinations regarding the level of protection needed for them. These determinations are 
made in lieu of compliance with decontamination, emergency medical care, coverall, PPE 
and reentry regulations. 

 
Ask the pest control adviser: Do you have any employees under your direct supervision that 
perform tasks such as field checking, scouting or sampling in fields? PCAs are exempt from 
sections, 6726, 6734, 6738.1-6738.4, 6739, 6766, 6768, and 6770. 
If yes, ask: 
• Do you allow them to enter treated fields? 
• Has training been provided? 
• Do you require them to wear PPE? 
• How do you determine what PPE to wear? 
• What decontamination facilities are provided? 
• How do you notify or inform them about the pesticides used, REI, etc.? 

 
Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
      

    
 

   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   

   

Chapter 10:  Pest Control Business Headquarters Inspection 
Report (PR-ENF-110) 

Multi  
inspection  form  

This headquarters inspection report form  contains  four different types of  
inspections for inspecting agricultural and structural pest control businesses.  
If the  business has handler employees, the A and C or B and D inspections  
may be performed and documented on a single form. This form  also allows  
dual inspections of persons who operate  as both a  structural PCB and as an  
agricultural PCB.  

 

Use  as  a  follow- 
up  inspection  

Headquarters and Employee Safety I nspections, and Records  Inspections are  
often conducted as a follow-up to various use monitoring inspections in 
which worker safety violations have been documented. More  frequent record  
inspections are justified when use violations have been noted.  

Storage  
requirements  

The pesticide storage area is inspected to determine whether  a business has  
control over its pesticide  containers, stores them  properly, and identifies the  
storage  site  with  signs. Pesticides and containers  must be stored in a manner  
that does not present a hazard to persons, animals, food, feed, crops or  
property. They  also must be attended or in a locked enclosure.  

Review previous storage inspection records and restricted materials listed on 
permits maintained by agricultural PCBs. Note the categories in which the 
qualified applicator is certified to operate. Note the pesticides stored in 
relation to the type of license held by a structural PCB. 

Stored pesticides and empty containers are indications of use. Review the 
sites or crops on the labeling of stored pesticides and compare to the 
business’s pesticide use reports. 

A.  B. Headquarters and Employee Safety Inspections  
 

Purpose  This inspection is to determine whether agricultural PCBs (including 
maintenance gardeners) and structural pest control businesses with employees 
handling pesticides comply with applicable worker safety requirements. 
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Criteria for 
inspection 

 

Headquarters and Employee Safety I nspections should only be conducted 
when the employer has employees.  You should conduct a Headquarters and 
Employee Safety  Inspection of PCBs and SPCBs at a frequency  agreed to in 
your enforcement work plan. 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

  1. Notice Prior to Pesticide Application 3CCR § 6618 
 

 
    

   
  

 
   

   
    

   
 

  
  

 
  

  
  
   
 

 

  
  

  
    

 
 
  

In addition to record reviews, observations, and employer interviews, you 
should interview handler and fieldworker employees when they are available. 
See Appendix 2 and “Talking to Employers and Employees” on page 16 of 
this manual for more information and instructions. 

Requirements 

Scope: For all pesticides. 
• Any person performing pest control must assure that the operator of the property receives 
notice of the scheduled application. The notice must be made prior to the use of a pesticide 
and in ample time for all subsequent notices to be made and for the persons notified to take 
appropriate action. A notice of completion is also required for applications made for the 
production of an agricultural commodity. (3CCR § 6619) 

• The operator of the property and any PCB, farm labor contractor or other contractor hired by 
the operator of the property that have employees who are likely to enter a field during an 
application or while the REI is in effect must notify those employees. Handler and fieldworker 
employees who may walk within ¼ mile of a field that will receive an application or during a 
REI are deemed in regulation as likely to enter.3CCR § 6618(a)(3) and 6618(a)(4) 

• The operator of the property must provide notice to any person for which they have prior 
knowledge may enter a treated area during an application or while the REI is in effect. 
6618(a)(6) 

•   Property operators will also need to be informed of: 
o Date(s), start time(s), and estimated end time(s). 
o If pesticide labeling requires posting, oral notification, or both. 
o If there is change in the notice of the scheduled application. 
o The notice must also include instructions not to enter the field to be treated and 
its application exclusion zone (3CCR § 6762). 

Agricultural PCBs: 
Verify that the PCB assures that the operator of the property receives notice of the scheduled 
application before any pesticide is applied and in ample time for subsequent notifications to be 
made and for appropriate action to be taken by those given notice. The notice must include the 
precautions related to the safety of persons. Examples of precautions to include in the notice are 
re-entry intervals required by labeling or regulation, posting requirements, protective clothing 
requirements for early entry, and preharvest intervals. 

Although 3CCR § 6618 does not specifically require that the notification be a written document, 
many PCBs use written notices to comply with this requirement. Review any written notification 
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records the PCB has on file. Do they contain the necessary information? If the PCB is providing 
notice in a manner other than through written notices, verify the method and adequacy of the 
notice provided. 

Verify that the PCB is maintaining the records required by 3CCR § 6619(h). 

Verify that the PCB receives notices from their property operators of applications not performed 
by the subject PCB and provides these notices to any of their handler employees who may enter or 
walk within ¼ mile of fields that have REIs or that will be treated on the date of the application.  

Structural PCBs: 
This item is shaded for SPCBs. Notice requirements for SPCBs are covered in requirement 18, 
B&P Code § 8538 on the Licensed Pest Control Business Records/Storage Inspection. 

Exemptions: 
• Persons who applied or supervised the application. 

2. Emergency  Medical Care Planned  3CCR § 6726 

Scope: All employers of handlers of any pesticide. 

Employers must arrange for emergency medical care before employees handle pesticides. These 
arrangements must be planned for in advance. 
• Ask the employer how these arrangements were made. 
• Are you familiar with the emergency facility? 
• Verify the facility is capable of handling pesticide illness/injury. 
• How does the employer assure that the medical information is posted at remote worksites? 

Employers are required to post in a prominent place at the work site, or in the work vehicle if 
there is no designated area, with the name, address, and telephone number of an emergency 
medical care facility. If the facility is not reasonably accessible from that work location, there 
needs to be procedures for obtaining emergency medical care when the listed facility is not 
reasonably accessible. The local poison control center’s number or a supervisor’s name with no 
additional information is inadequate as is simply displaying “Call 911 in the case of 
Emergency". 

Additional WPS requirements for handlers to 3CCR § 6726 are: 
• For commercial or research production of an agricultural commodity, the employer shall 
provide to medical personnel treating the employee with the following: 

o Copies the Safety Data Sheet(s), the product name(s), U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency registration number(s), and active ingredient(s) for each pesticide product. 

o Circumstances of application or use of the pesticide. 
o Circumstances that could have resulted in exposure to the pesticide. 

Employers must ensure that a handler employee is taken to a physician when there are 
reasonable grounds to suspect that the employee has a pesticide illness/injury or when an 
exposure that would likely cause an illness/injury has occurred. 
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• Ask the employer if there have been any incidents in the recent past and how it was 
handled. 

• Ask how the employer would respond if an incident did occur. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 
6720) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 3. Change Area 3CCR § 6732 

Scope: 
• Employers of any persons who regularly handle “DANGER” or “WARNING” pesticides. 
• Employers of persons who handle any pesticides in the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

Inspect the place where employees end their exposure to pesticides and remove personal 
protective equipment. Does the employer maintain an area where employees can change clothes 
and wash themselves? The employer must provide a clean storage area for personal clothing. 
Employees handling pesticides for the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant 
commodity, the change area must also meet 6734(a), (b)(1), and (b)(2). Sufficient water, soap 
and single use towels for routine washing and for emergency eye flushing and washing of the 
entire body. 
• At least three gallons per handler at the beginning of the work day. 
• Hand sanitizing gels and liquids or wet towelettes are not acceptable  

Ask an employee to describe the procedures they follow to decontaminate and change clothes at 
the end of the day. 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

  4. Proper Storage of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 3CCR § 6738(a) 

Scope: Employers of persons who handle any pesticides. 

Inspect the personal protective equipment on site. Is the PPE kept in a clean, specially designated 
place when not in use? Examples of proper storage are lockers or assigned tote bags. Equipment 
left on the floor or stuffed under the seat of a mix or load vehicle is not considered proper 
storage. A pesticide storage area is not a proper place for storage of safety equipment. PPE must 
be kept separate from personal clothing. 
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Respirators must be stored in a place that also protects them from dust, heat, and direct sunlight. 
See 3CCR § 6739(h)(4). 

• Does the employer provides for the daily inspection and cleaning of all required PPE, and 
repairs or replaces any worn, damaged, or heavily contaminated PPE?? 

• Does the employer keeps and washes potentially contaminated PPE separate from other 
clothing or laundry? Does the employer assure that any person or firm assigned or hired to 
clean or repair potentially contaminated PPE is protected and informed. 

• PPE remains the property of the employer and that pesticide handlers are not to take 
contaminated PPE into their homes. 

• Employees who do not return to the employer's headquarters shall remove and store 
potentially contaminated coveralls in a sealable container outside of their living quarters. 

Title 3CCR § 6738(a) standards also apply to owners or operators when required by pesticide 
labeling to use PPE. (See 3CCR § 6601and Application of Standards on page 6). 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

Hazard Communication / Training Program 
  5. Hazard Communication 3CCR § 6723 

Scope: Employers of employees who handle any pesticide. 

Examine the employer’s display of a completed Pesticide Safety Information Series (PSIS) 
leaflet A-8 or N-8 at the central location of the workplace. Is it complete? Do employees have 
unimpeded access to the document? Verify that the employer is also maintaining, at a central 
location, the following documents: 
• Pesticide use records for pesticides handled by employees. 
• Copies of PSIS leaflets applicable to the pesticides and handling activities listed in the 
pesticide use records. 

• The A-8 posted at all permanent decontamination facilities and decontamination 
facilities servicing 11 or more handlers. 

• Changes in name, address, or telephone number of the facility providing emergency 
medical on the A-8 must be updated within 24 hours. 
• Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for each pesticide handled by employees. 

Interview the employer and employees to verify the availability and access to the required 
records. The employer must inform employees where the records are kept, and they must grant 
employees access to the records no longer than 48 hours from the date of request by an 
employee, employee’s physician, or employee representative. An employee representative’s 
request must be in writing with the information required in 3CCR § 6723 (d)(1-4) 
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Identify the pesticides handled by reviewing employee training records, pesticide use records, 
and pesticide use reports. Then determine whether the employer is maintaining the appropriate 
PSIS leaflets and SDS. If the employer is unable to obtain an SDS, the employer must comply 
with the requirements of 3CCR § 6723(b)(3). 

Exemptions: 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720. 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

  6. Trainer Qualified 3CCR § 6724(f) 

Scope: Employers of persons that handle any pesticides for the commercial or research 
production of an agricultural commodity. 

Certified private or commercial applicators are considered trained. Check “Yes” for this 
requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

For the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity, pesticide safety 
training must be conducted by a person who meets the qualifications included in 3CCR § 6724(f). 
Verify that the trainer meets one of the eight listed qualifications. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 

• PCAs are considered trained (3CCR § 6720(d)(1) 

  7. Written Training Program 3CCR § 6724(a) 

Scope: Employers of handlers of any pesticide. 

Check “Yes” for this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

Evaluate the employer’s training program and the materials (such as labeling study guides, 
pamphlets, slides and PSIS), and information provided and used to train employees and identify 
the person or firm that provides the training. An individual’s training record does not constitute a 
written training program. Verify that the written program appropriately addresses all required 
topics. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 

• PCAs do not require handler training and therefore a written training program is not required. 
(guidance) 
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Scope: Employees who handle any pesticide. 

Check “YES” for this requirement if all handlers are certified applicators. 

Ask the employer how  handlers are trained. Employers must train employees before they handle 
pesticides, update the training to cover new pesticides, and repeat training at least annually (12-
month period) thereafter. Initial training may be waived if employees submit a record showing 
that training meeting the requirements of this regulation and covering the pesticides and use 
situations applicable to the new employment situation was received within the last year. 
Compare the date of application on the pesticide use records, including use records required 
under 3CCR § 6728 (Medical Supervision), with the date of initial and annual training on the 
employee training records. Take note of any discrepancies between the dates. 

Based on the response to questions asked of the employer and employees, review the training 
program and individual training records, did the employer addressed all of the required 
topics? Documentation of training does not necessarily mean an employer has properly 
trained their employees. Was the training adequate? The training shall cover each pesticide or 
chemically similar group of pesticides.  [3CCR § 6724(b)] 

Is the training provided in a language and manner the employees understand? Employers 
must record the date of training; job assigned to the employee, and verified with the 
employee’s signature. Records must be kept for two years in a central location at the 
workplace and accessible to employees. 

Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 
the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 

• PCAs and registered foresters do not require handler training. 3CCR § 6720(d)(1) 

Respiratory Protection Program 
 9. Written Program 3CCR § 6739(a) 

Scope: Employers of wearing respirators when required by any pesticide labeling, restricted 
material permit condition, regulation or the employer; and employers that provide respirators 
for voluntarily use. 

Identify the respirator program administrator. Is the administrator qualified? Can the 
administrator answer your questions about the program? (See 3CCR § 6000 definition of 
respirator program administrator). 

Review the employer’s written respiratory protection program with work site-specific 
procedures. Does it contain written operating procedures for selecting, fitting, cleaning, 
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sanitizing, inspecting, and maintaining respiratory protective equipment? Each person required to 
wear a respirator must be trained in the need, use, care and limitations of the equipment. Verify 
that the respirators and cartridges used are the types required by labeling, permit or regulation. 

The employer shall evaluate the workplace to ensure the written program is being implemented 
and is effective. The employer shall consult each employee annually to assess the program and 
determine if the employee has had any problems related to the use of a respirator. If there are 
any negative findings, the employer must revise the written respiratory protection program to 
address them. Any problems found during the assessment shall be corrected. The employer 
must maintain the current version of the written respiratory protection program. All previous 
versions of the document must be retained for three years subsequent to it being amended. 

Ask the employees how they were fit tested and if they have had any problems with the use of 
respirators. Ask the employer how they conduct evaluations to ensure compliance with the 
respirator program. Verify that the type of respirator and cartridge are appropriate for the 
pesticides handled. 

For more information regarding employer requirements for respiratory protection, refer to 
Appendix 1, Pesticide Safety Information Series (PSIS), Leaflet A-5, “Respiratory Protection” 
and the “Generic Guidelines for Development of a Respiratory Protection Program” document 
available from DPR’s Worker Health and Safety Branch. 

Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) provided by the 
employer. 

• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 6720(d)(1) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

  10. Medical Evaluation 3CCR § 6739(q)(s) 
Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required by registered pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations, the employer, or voluntarily use 
respirators supplied by the employer. 

Verify that there is a medical recommendation form for each employee assigned to work that 
requires wearing a respirator. Does it allow the employee to wear a respirator? Records 
generated from online evaluations are acceptable but must identify the physician or licensed 
health care professional and the evaluated employee. 

The physician or health care professional will likely keep the medical evaluation questionnaires 
for each employee because they are considered confidential under the American Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA). It is not necessary to inspect the 
questionnaires. 
Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) provided by the 
employer. 
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• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 
6720(d)(1) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

   11. Fit Test Records 3CCR § 6739(p)(2) 

Scope: Employers of employees wearing respirators when required by registered pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer. 

Ask the employer for the current respirator written program. Previous programs shall be 
retained for three years. How does the employer perform employee fit testing. Ask what 
procedure is used to assure that respirators are cleaned and sanitized and where the 
equipment is stored. 

Review the fit test records and verify that they contain the required information: 
• Name or identification of employee tested 
• Date and type of test 
• Specific make, model and size of respirator tested 
• Test results 

Exemptions: 
• Employees who use any respirator in accordance with voluntary respirator provisions. 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 

6720(d)(1) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 12. Respirators Inspected 3CCR § 6739(j)(1) 

Scope: Employers shall assure: 
• Maintenance of routine-use respirators when required by any pesticide labeling, 
restricted material permit condition, regulation or the employer. 

• Maintain emergency-use or second respirators air cylinders at 100% of manufacturer’s 
recommended capacity. 

• Emergency-use respirators are to be inspected monthly according to routine-use criteria, 
manufactures recommendations. 

• Escape only respirators must be inspected according to routine-use inspection criteria. 

Verify that routine-use respirators are inspected before each use and during cleaning. Verify that 
at least one routine-use SCBA cylinder at the use site starts the day at 80 percent of capacity or 
greater. 

Verify that respirators maintained for stand-by or emergency-use, are inspected at least monthly. 
A record of the most recent inspection shall be maintained on the respirator or its storage 
container. 
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Verify that emergency respirators are stored in clearly marked containers accessible to the work 
area in a manner that they can be safely utilized in an emergency. [3CCR § 6739(i)] 
Exemptions: 
• Employees who voluntarily use any respirator not provided by the employer. 
• Employees who voluntarily use dust filtering respirators (dust masks) not provided by the 
employer. 

• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. (3CCR § 
6720(d)(1) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

  13. Respirator Storage 3CCR § 6739(h)(4) 

Scope: Employers storing respirators when respirator use is required by registered pesticide 
labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer provides respirators to 
employees. 

Verify that respirators are stored in a manner that protects them from damage, contamination, 
dust, sunlight, extreme temperatures, excessive moisture and damaging chemicals. Respirators 
must also be stored in a manner that prevents the face-piece and exhalation valve from 
deformation. 

Exemptions: 
• PCAs or professional foresters performing adviser tasks. (3CCR § 6720) 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

 14. Voluntary Respirator Use Display 3CCR § 6739(b)(2) 

Scope: Employers that permit employees to use respirators when not required by registered 
pesticide labeling, restricted material permit condition, regulations or the employer. 

Verify that the information listed in 3CCR § 6739(r) is displayed alongside the PSIS A-8 or N-8 
as appropriate. 

If it is determined that employees are voluntarily wearing respirators (other than a filtering face-
piece/dust mask) and that the employer provides the respirators, the employer shall establish and 
implement the provisions of a written respiratory protection program to ensure the employee is 
medically able to use that respirator, and that the respirator is cleaned, stored, and maintained so 
that there is no health hazard to the user. 

Exemptions: 
• PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks. 3CCR § 
6720(d)(1) 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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Medical Supervision Program 

   15. Use Records Retained / 3 Years 3CCR § 6728(a) 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 

   
  

     
   
  
   
 

  
  
   

 
  

       
 

   
   

 
 

 
 

 
   
   

 
 

    
  

   
 

  
 

      
  

Scope: Employers of employees who handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides with 
the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

Based on your knowledge of the employer's operation, your review of PURs and inspection of 
pesticides stored on the establishment, determine if there are employees handling 
organophosphate and carbamate pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” 
for production plant agriculture. If so, review the exposure records for each employee and 
determine if they require medical supervision. The employer shall maintain use records that; 
• Names the employee. 
• Name of the pesticide.  
• Date of use. 

The employer may use other required documentation to fulfill this requirement but it must be 
sufficient to allow determination of those employees that regularly handle organophosphate or 
carbamate pesticides with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING”. 

This information may also be useful if it becomes necessary to review records while performing 
an illness investigation. These records must be maintained for a period of three years. 

Note: The active ingredient Ethephon is an organophosphonate, and not an organophosphate. 
Pesticides registered for agricultural use in California that contain Ethephon(e.g., Ethrel, 
Proxy, CottonQuick) are not covered by 3CCR § 6728. 

Exemptions: Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 

   16. Doctor’s Agreement Available / 3 Years 3CCR § 6728(b) 

Scope: Employers of employees who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides 
with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

Verify that the employer has a written agreement stating that a physician has agreed to provide 
medical supervision. The signed agreement shall include the names and addresses of both the 
employer and physician, stating the physician has agreed to provide medical supervision and 
has a copy and is aware of the contents of the Medical Supervision of Pesticides Workers – 
Guideline for Physicians. A copy of the agreement shall be provided to the commissioner 
when an employee begins to regularly handle pesticides. The agreement to provide medical 
supervision and all recommendations must be maintained for three years. 

An employee is regularly handling pesticides if they handle pesticides for more than six calendar 
days in any 30 consecutive day periods. Any amount of handling in a 24 hour period counts as a 
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day. The 30-day period is any 30 consecutive days beginning with each use. It cannot be divided 
by months or any other arbitrary demarcation. 
Exemptions: 
• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to 3CCR § 
6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets  does 
not meet the definition  of regularly handle. 

  17. Records/3 years 3CCR § 6728(c) 

Scope: Employers of persons who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides 
with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity 

3CCR § 6728(c)(3) requires that an employer of employees to keep the following records: 
• The agreement with the medical supervisor. (See Requirement 16 above). 
• The use exposure records. (See Requirement 15 above). 
• Recommendations from the medical supervisor. 
• The results of cholinesterase (ChE) tests performed. (See DPR guidance below). 

DPR guidance on medical record confidentiality rules and compliance with 
medical supervision record keeping requirements: 
It is DPR’s interpretation that the employer must retain medical supervision records at a business 
location within the state, with the exception of ChE results. Due to medical confidentiality rules, 
blood test results do not need to be kept by the employer. In order to comply with this regulation, 
the employer must maintain a record identifying the employee and the dates of tests. The blood 
tests results are retained by the medical supervisor. 

In addition to the use records and medical supervisor agreement, verify that the employer has 
maintained the medical supervisor’s recommendations and records identifying the dates when 
blood tests were performed for each relevant employee. 

Exemptions: 
• When the employer maintains a record of the dates when each relevant employee had a blood 
test, the employer does not need to maintain the blood test results 

• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to 3CCR § 
6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets is not 
included in the 6-day, regularly handle calculation. (3CCR § 6000, definition of regularly 
handle). 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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   18. Medical Supervision Posting 3CCR § 6728(c)(5) 
 

   
    

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

Scope: Employers of employees who regularly handle organophosphate or carbamate pesticides 
with the signal word “DANGER” or “WARNING” for the commercial or research production of 
an agricultural plant commodity. 

Confirm that the name, address, and phone number of the medical supervisor is posted in a 
prominent place at the headquarters or other location where employees start the workday. If the 
employee starts the workday in the field, the information must be posted at each worksite or in 
the work vehicle. This posting requirement is in addition to the emergency medical care posting 
requirement. (3CCR § 6726) 

Exemptions: 
• If an employee has a baseline blood cholinesterase level established pursuant to 3CCR § 
6728(c)(1), the time spent exclusively using a closed system or water-soluble packets is not 
included in the 6-day, regularly handle calculation. (3CCR § 6000, definition of regularly 
handle). 

• Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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C./D. Licensed Pest Control Business Records / Storage 
Inspection 

 Purpose  
  
  

   
  

 
 
 
 

 
   

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Licensed Pest Control Business Records Inspections are to determine the 
licensing and registration status, record keeping conformity, 
and proper supervision of applications by a qualified person. Agricultural pest 
control businesses (PCBs) include maintenance gardener businesses (MGBs). 
Structural pest control businesses include those companies registered with the 
Structural Pest Control Board (SPCB) as Branch 1, 2 or 3. 

 
   

  
 

  
  

   
   

 
 

   
    

  
   

 
       

 
 

 
   
  

 
 

Inspection 
criteria 

Licensed Pest Control Business Records Inspections should be performed on 
principal and branch business offices located in your county at a frequency 
agreed to in your enforcement work plan. Prior to conducting the inspection, 
check county office records for registration and notification information, 
previous inspections, and use reporting. Note any recent deficiencies. 

Requirements 
 1. Business Licensed FAC § 11701 

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Check agricultural companies for a valid business license issued by the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation. Both principal (main) and branch pest control business locations must be 
currently licensed. A branch location is any office, other than the principal office, that engages 
in pest control business activities for the company. The requirement for branch licensing applies 
to all PCBs. 

When inspecting a business license in the maintenance gardener category, verify that the pest 
control conducted is incidental to the primary business of gardening. At a minimum, this means 
the maintenance gardener must have a general maintenance contract (oral or written) for every 
property upon which they perform pest control. 

If a structural pest control business is unlicensed; report that information to your EBL and/or the 
Structural Pest Control Board. 

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. FAC § 11531(a) 
• Control of stump resprouting incidental to woodcutting. Guidance: Volume 8, Chapter 4 
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• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a permanent 
treatment plant. FAC § 11531(b) 

• Household or industrial sanitation FAC § 11531(c) including pool service 
companies. Guidance: Procedural Guidance For Pesticide Enforcement Personnel 
chapter 4, Enforcement Letter 79-23 Pool Service Companies dated 11/23/79 

• Seed treatment incidental to a person’s regular business. FAC § 11531(d) 
• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. (FAC § 11531) 
• Removal of diseased tissue or application of disinfectant to wounds by a tree surgeon. (FAC 
§ 11710) 

• Pest control performed by licensed landscape contractors for up to one year on plants 
installed under warranty. Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business 
Policies 

• Pest control performed by licensed construction contractors incidental to new 
construction. Guidance: Compendium Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2, PIPEP chapter 4 

  2. Business Registered in County FAC § 11732 

Scope: Any business performing pest control for another person for any compensation. This 
includes soliciting and advertising for pest control work. Pest control is defined in FAC § 11403. 

Both principal (main) and branch pest control business locations must register in each county 
where work is performed. Check for proper registration. Does the registration show the business 
name and address? Is each piece of application equipment shown? Is the qualified person aware 
of county permit conditions? 

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control businesses when acting under their license. FAC § 11531(a) 
• Control of stump resprouting incidental to woodcutting. Guidance: Volume 8, chapter 4 
• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a permanent 
treatment plant. FAC § 11531(b) 

• Household or industrial sanitation FAC § 11531(c) including pool service 
companies. Guidance: Procedural Guidance For Pesticide Enforcement Personnel 
chapter 4, Enforcement Letter 79-23 Pool Service Companies dated 11/23/79 

• Seed treatment incidental to a person’s regular business. FAC § 11531(d) 
• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. FAC § 11531(e) 
• Removal of diseased tissue or application of disinfectant to wounds by a tree surgeon. (FAC 
§ 11710) 

• Pest control performed by licensed landscape contractors for up to one year on plants 
installed under warranty. Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business 
Policies 

• Pest control performed by licensed a construction contractor, incidental to new construction. 
Guidance: Volume 1 subsection 3.6.2 Pest Control Business Policies, Procedural Guidance For 
Pesticide Enforcement Personnel Agricultural Pest Control Business Policies chapter 4 
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 3. Work Supervised by Qualified Person FAC § 11701.5 
 

    
 

 
  

    
  

   
    

   
 

    
 

 
 

 

Scope: Any business licensed by DPR to perform pest control for another person for any 
compensation. 

Every principal (main) and branch location must have at least one person in a supervisory 
position that holds a qualified applicator license in the proper categories. Maintenance gardeners 
must hold a valid qualified applicator license or a qualified applicator certificate in category “B” 
or “Q”. Check the individual’s card for the expiration date. Is the person licensed in the 
categories appropriate to the work being performed? Note any applications that are not covered 
by the qualified applicator's license or certificate. 

There must be a different qualified applicator for each principal and branch location. Verify that 
adequate supervision is being provided Guidance: Volume 1, Chapter 3, section 3.6 

Exemptions: None 

 4. Pilot(s) Hold a Valid Certificate FAC § 11901 
 

 
    

   
 

 
 

 
    

 
   

   
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

     
 

 
    

Scope: Any person operating an aircraft for the purpose of pest control. 

Determine if pilot certificates are valid. 
• Do all pilots hold either journeyman or apprentice certificates? 

Exemptions: None 

  5. Pilot(s) Registered in County FAC § 11920 

Scope: Persons acting as a pest control aircraft pilot. 

Pilots must be registered in each county in which they work. Check for proper registration.  
• Are apprentice certificate holders supervised by a journeyman pilot? 
• Is a journeyman pilots, currently registered with that county, named on the apprentice pilot's 
county registration? 

Exemptions: None. 

 6. Recommendations Retained / One Year FAC § 12004 

Scope: Agricultural pest control businesses applying pesticides for which a recommendation has 
been written. 

When applied by an agricultural PCB, a written recommendation is required for each agricultural 
use of a pesticide that requires a permit. See 3CCR § 6426(b) and § 6632. 

• Has the pest control business retained a copy of each recommendation for one year from 
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when the recommendation was written? 
• Is there a written recommendation available for each agricultural use of a material requiring 
a permit? 

Exemptions: None. 

 7. Valid Permits for Restricted Materials 3CCR § 6412 and § 6632 

3CCR § 6412 
Scope: Any person possessing or using restricted materials. 

3CCR § 6632 
Scope: Any PCB use of a pesticide that requires a permit. 

• Does the pest control business have copies of valid permits for work performed? 
• Did the pest control business possess and operate in accordance with permit conditions? 
Reference 3CCR §6426(b). 

• The permittee of a valid permit is authorized to retain possession of materials listed after the 
permit expires. 

Exemptions: 
• Pesticide registrants, dealers operating under their licenses, or commercial carriers 
transporting restricted materials. 3CCR § 6414 

• Structural pest control licensees. FAC § 14006.6(d) 
• Certified private or commercial applicators when possessing or using only federally 
restricted use materials. 3CCR § 6414 

• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (groundwater materials) when used outside 
groundwater protection areas. 

• Pesticides listed only in 3CCR § 6400(d) (groundwater materials) when used in a pest 
eradication program approved by the CA Department of Food and Agriculture. 3CCR § 
6416 

• Antifouling paints or paints containing tributyltin. 3CCR § 6414 
• Materials used only for experimental purposes by research personnel according to established 
policy of a college or university or according to a valid research authorization. 3CCR § 
6414/6416 

• Broker 3CCR 6414(f) 

  8. Application Completion Records / Two Years 3CCR § 6619 

Scope: Any person applying pesticides for production of an agricultural commodity and 
property operators who receive notices.

 PCBs applying pesticides for the production of an agricultural commodity, shall assure 
notice is provided to the operator of the property treated,  within 24 hours of completion of 
the pesticide application. 
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Verify that the PCB provides notice to any of their handler employees who may enter or walk 
within ¼ mile of a treated field during the restricted entry interval. 

Review the PCB’s records of notices provided. 
• How does the PCB provide notification to each grower? 
• Do the records contain the required information? 
• Do the methods meet the completion notice requirement? 

The PCB must maintain a written record of the completion notice information and the method 
employed for two years (3CCR § 6619(i). The method may be, but not limited to any of the 
following: 
• Post or leave notice in a designated location on operator’s property. 
• Record notification on phone recorder. 
• Send notice via fax machine. 

Exemptions: 
• The notice to the PCB’s employees is not required if the field is posted unless the labeling 
requires dual notification. 

• The PCB is not required to provide notice to handler employees that applied or supervised 
the subject application. 

 9. Pesticide Use Records Kept / Two Years 3CCR § 6624 

Scope: PURs must be maintained by any person who uses registered pesticides: 
• For an agricultural use 
• When engaged in the business of pest control. 
• Classified as a restricted material. 
• For industrial post-harvest commodity treatment. 
• Listed in 3CCR § 6800(b) (Groundwater Protection List) for any outdoor institutional or 
outdoor industrial use. 

Pest control businesses must maintain records of each pesticide use and retain these records for 
two years 6624(g). Review the records for completeness. 
• Do they contain all the required information? 
• PCBs must also include the name(s) of the persons who made or supervised each 
application. 

Pest control businesses that perform applications at school sites (6624(e) must provide the 
following additional information on the PUR: 
• Time application was completed; 
• Name and address of the school site; and 
• Application location within the school site (i.e. classroom, playground). 

Exemptions: Pesticide use on livestock. 
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10. Pesticide Use Reports Submitted. 3CCR § 6626-6628 (B&P Code § 8505.17- SPCB) 
Production Agriculture Monthly Pesticide Use Report 3CCR § 6626 
Monthly Summary Pesticide Use Report 3CCR § 6627 
Negative Pesticide Use Reports 3CCR § 6628 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  
    
  
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
   

 
 

  
   

 
 

   
 
  

 

   
 

 
 

Scope for 3CCR § 6626 - PCBs applying registered pesticides to properties producing an 
agricultural commodity. 

Scope for 3CCR § 6627: 
1.  PCBs applying registered pesticides to properties not producing an agricultural commodity 
2.  Any person applying registered pesticides: 
• For an agricultural use. 
• Classified as a restricted material. 
• For an industrial post-harvest commodity treatment. 
• Listed in 3CCR § 6800(b) for any outdoor institutional or outdoor industrial use. 

The reporting requirements for persons producing an agricultural commodity are different from 
non-production use requirements. Refer to the specifics in 3CCR § 6626/6627. 

PCBs that are registered in the county and SPCBs that have provided the CAC with notification 
pursuant to FAC § 15204 that perform no applications during any month must submit a negative 
use report. (3CCR § 6628) 

Compare the records maintained by the PCB with the pesticide use reports you have received. 
Document any inconsistencies. 

Verify that pest control businesses that perform work at school sites are submitting use reports at 
least annually as required by 3CCR § 6625. 

Note this requirement is shaded on the inspection form for structural PCBs, and is addressed in 
requirements 11, 12, 13 and14.  

Exemptions: 
• Pesticide use on livestock. (3CCR § 6624) 
• Pesticide use in the sales area of retail nurseries, or applying pool chemicals by pool service 
companies. (FAC § 11408) 

11. Monthly PUR Submitted B&P Code § 8505.17- SPCB Scope: Registered structural pest 
control companies. 

Verify that the structural pest control company is submitting complete monthly pesticide use 
reports to the CAC by the 10th day of the month following the month of pesticide use. If no 
pesticides are used during a month, the company must submit a negative use monthly report 
3CCR § 6628. 

Exemptions: None 
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Scope: All structural pest control companies registered with the Structural Pest Control Board 
and performing structural pest control in the county. This regulation applies to the use of all 
pesticides as well as non-pesticide methods of pest control. 

Determine if the structural pest control company has registered with the agricultural 
commissioner prior to performing structural pest control for hire in your county. This can be 
accomplished by reviewing the company’s records. The notification may cover a calendar year 
unless the structural pest control company’s licensee specifies a shorter time. Branch offices 
working in your county must also be listed on the notification. 

Exemptions: None. 

  13. SPCB Registration 16CCR § 8610 

Scope: Any company that engages in the practice of structural pest control. 

Verify that the company is registered with the Structural Pest Control Board. Report any 
violation to the Structural Board and/or your county’s EBL. 

Exemptions: 
• Structural pest control registration is not required for mold remediation. SPCB guidance 
• Applications of preservatives to wood, fabrics, or structural materials in a permanent 
treatment plant. FAC § 11531 

• Household or industrial sanitation (FAC § 11531) including pool service companies. 
Guidance 

• Live capture or exclusion of vertebrates, bees or wasps if no pesticide is used. FAC § 11531 

  14. Qualified Branch Supervisor 16CCR § 8611 

Scope: Each branch office of any company that engages in the practice of structural pest control. 

Verify that the branch being inspected has a licensee (either a licensed operator or a field 
representative) designated by the registered company as the branch supervisor. Check the 
licensing status of the branch supervisor. Report any violation to the Structural Pest Control 
Board and/or your county’s EBL. 

When a branch supervisor leaves the registered company, the company must notify the 
Structural Pest Control Board in writing within 10 days. If this notice is given, the branch office 
registration will remain in force for a time to be determined by the Board. 
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15. Pesticide Use Records Available FAC § 15205 

Scope: All registered structural pest control companies that use registered pesticides. 

Did the structural pest control company have available, and allow you to inspect, records 
pertaining to pesticide use (such as training records, employee safety records, application 
records) at the place of business during regular business hours? 

Exemptions: None 

   16. Fumigation Log / 3 Years 16CCR § 1970(a) 

Scope: All registered Branch 1 structural pest control companies. 

Registered Branch 1 structural pest control companies must maintain a log or report for each 
fumigation job for three years (16CCR § 1970. The required information for the fumigation 
log can be found in 16CCR §1970(a). 

Exemptions:  None 

  17. Pesticide Use Records / Kept 3 Years 16CCR § 1970(b) 

Scope: All registered Branch 2 or 3 structural pest control companies that have applied registered 
pesticides. 

Registered structural pest control companies must maintain a report for each pest control 
operation other than fumigation in which a pesticide was used for three years 16CCR § 
1970(b). These records must include all the information specified in this regulation, according 
to application type, and may be maintained as a log or report. A company is in compliance 
with the requirements of 16CCR  § 1970(b) if copies of service contracts, invoices, route slips, 
or service tickets include all of the required information and are maintained for three years. 

Exemptions: None 

  18. Notice to Occupant B&P Code § 8538 

Scope: All registered structural pest control companies that apply any pesticide. 

The written notice must be provided to the owner/agent and the occupant by mail, electronic 
mail posting or personal delivery prior to the application. Ask the licensee to see the 
“Written Notice to Occupants” and ask how they are delivered. Review the notice for the 
required information. Discuss with Branch 2 and 3 operators how they comply with the 
provisions of B&P Code §1970.4(c). Written notices must be left in a conspicuous location. 
Do the notices contain the required information? 
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In the case of external pest control at multiple family dwellings with more than four units, the 
notice shall be posted in heavily frequented, highly visible areas, such as at mailboxes, or all 
laundry or community rooms. In complexes with fewer than five units, each unit must be 
notified. Any pest control done within a tenant’s unit requires that the tenant be notified directly. 

Verify that the SPCB provides a written notice to the owner of the property treated prior to the 
treatment (at least 48 hours prior to a fumigation). 

Exemptions: None 

Pesticide Storage 
19. Containers Secured  3CCR § 6672(b)  

Scope: Any person who controls the use of a property and stores any pesticide. Any person 
delivering empty or full containers of any pesticide to a property. 

Ask the business operator where pesticides are stored. If the company has more than one storage 
area at different locations, each site should be inspected. Are pesticides and empty containers 
stored in a locked enclosure? Personal control of containers is allowed if someone maintains 
control over them at all times. 

If pesticides, containers or equipment are not in a locked enclosure you must determine if 
responsible persons on site are adequately attending them. Factors include the proximity of the 
containers to public access, the proximity of the attending person to the containers and the level 
of attention the attending person can provide. Are the containers near a road or trail? Are they in 
plain view of a responsible person? Could someone access the containers without the responsible 
person seeing them? 

Pesticides and containers must not be stored in a manner that creates a hazard to persons, animals, 
food, feed or property (3CCR § 6670). All containers larger than 55 gallons that contain liquid 
pesticide may be secured with a locked closure in lieu of storage in a locked enclosure. 
“Attended” means a responsible person in the vicinity at all times to maintain control over the 
pesticide to prevent contact by unauthorized persons. Adjacent to roadways or populated areas, 
the person must have pesticides in sight. 

“Enclosure” means a structure, a lockable storage compartment, a locked and fenced area or a 
truck or trailer with side racks. The enclosure must prevent entry from all sides. If the enclosure 
does not have a roof, the sides must be a minimum height of six feet above the ground. 
Exemptions: 
• Containers that hold or have held pesticides packaged, labeled, and used for home use when 
in the possession of a householder on their property. (3CCR § 6686) 

• Sanitizers, disinfectants, and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6402 "exempt materials," must be delivered to a responsible 
person, but need not be attended or kept in a locked enclosure on a property. (3CCR § 6686) 
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20. Storage  Posted “Warning / Danger” 3CCR §  6674 

Scope: Storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, any pesticides with the signal 
words “DANGER” or “WARNING” are stored. 

Pesticide storage signs must be visible from any direction of probable approach and shall be 
posted around all storage areas where containers that hold, or have held, pesticides. Each sign 
shall be of such size that it is readable at a distance of 25 feet. Determine if the notice should be 
repeated in a language other than English. Are signs posted in each direction of probable 
approach and readable at a distance of 25 feet? 

Posting of vehicle utility boxes is not required unless the boxes are used as a fixed storage site. 

Exemptions: 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 
property. 3CCR § 6686 

• Pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6147 "Exempted Pesticide Products". Guidance 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 

21. Containers  Labeled/Closures  3CCR § 6676  

Scope: Storage and transportation of any container that holds or has held a registered pesticide. 

Verify that all pesticide containers, including refillable large containers or tanks, carry the 

registrant’s labeling and that all lids or closures are securely tightened. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. 3CCR § 6686 
• Measuring devices that are not used to store or transport a pesticide. Guidance 
• Service containers that are properly labeled do not need the registrants labeling. (3CCR § 
6678) 

• Containers that have been triple rinsed do not need to have lids. 

22. Service Container Labeling  3CCR § 6678  

Scope: All containers, other than the original manufacturer’s labeled container, used to store or 
transport dilute or concentrated mixtures of any pesticide. 

Determine whether the service container labeling is complete. If pesticides are loaded into 
application equipment on site and all of the pesticide mix is used during the application before 
the applicator leaves or transports the equipment, no service container labeling is required as 
long as equipment has been rinsed. The definition for service container may be found in FAC § 
12757.5. 
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Examples of violations include containers with no labeling, incomplete labeling or with multiple 
label tags that do not accurately reflect the contents of the container. 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants, or medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers used by a person engaged in the business of farming while on that person’s 
property. 

23. Prohibited  Containers  3CCR § 6680  

Scope: All pesticides being used, transported or in storage. 

If service containers or measuring devices are observed, examine them to assure that pesticides 
are not being placed in prohibited containers commonly used for food, drink or household 
products. Examples of improper storage containers include empty coffee cans, soda bottles or 
cans or cooking vessels. 

Application of this regulation must recognize that both food products and pesticides are 
distributed in a wide variety of containers and some overlap is inevitable. This regulation does 
not prohibit end users from using generic plastic or glass bottles, plastic bags or similar 
containers (that have no identifiable food or beverage use labeling) as service containers. 

If all pesticides are in proper containers, check the “YES” box. If no containers are observed at 
the application and/or the mix/load site, check the “N/A” box. 

Exemptions: None 

24. Containers  Properly Rinsed  3CCR § 6684  

Scope: All pesticide containers that have held less than 28 gallons of liquid pesticide concentrate 
that is diluted for use. 
Handlers must triple rinse and drain containers at the time of use. Handlers must add the rinsate 
to the mix tank and use the rinsate in the application. Time of use means prior to the end of the 
mix/load operation. The definition of Use can be found in 3CCR § 6000. To be effective, the 
rinsing must be completed before the liquid pesticide has time to dry. Verify that there are no 
unrinsed empty containers being stored. Suspect businesses should be reported to the local 
Environmental Health agency and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. 
Failure to rinse is a violation under our jurisdiction. Collecting and/or holding unrinsed 
containers may be a violation under the jurisdiction of the local Environmental Health agency 
and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control. 

Some retail pesticide product labeling includes statements advising users to wrap partially full 
containers in newspaper and dispose in regular waste containers. This is not allowed in 
California. 

236 
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Chapter 10 Pest Control Business HQ Inspection Report 



 
 

     
        

 

 
  

 
  

   
 

 
   

 

 
     

   
 

 

  
     

 
 

 
 

 
  
   
   
   

 
  

 
  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check empty containers for proper rinsing. Puncturing the containers is recommended in order to 
allow for drainage and aeration. Unrinsed or improperly rinsed containers are considered 
hazardous waste and must be disposed in compliance with Titles 22 and 23, California Code of 
Regulations. Contact the local Health Department or Regional Water Quality Control Board for 
more information. 

Exempt containers may require special rinse procedures, be refilled offsite, returned to the 
registrant or be disposed as hazardous waste in compliance with local Environmental Health 
agency and/or the California Department of Toxic Substances Control regulations. 

Burning plastic containers (jugs, buckets, etc.) may be in violation of local Air Pollution Control 
District regulations (APCD). Document any observations of burning plastic containers and refer 
to the APCD. 

Cal/EPA has determined that, when pesticide bags are emptied according to DPR's guidelines, 
they can be disposed as non-hazardous waste. There are two disposal options available: disposal 
at lined Class III landfills or disposal at the site of application by burning under an agricultural 
burn permit.  Permits to burn empty bags are issued by the local Air Pollution Control District. 
Enforcement of bag disposal regulations is at the discretion of the CAC. (See 22CCR § 66260.10 
– § 66262.70) (See Appendix 5) 

Exemptions: 
• Sanitizers, disinfectants and medical sterilants. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Outer containers that are not contaminated. (3CCR § 6686) 
• Containers being returned to the registrant. 
• Containers labeled and used for home use when in the possession of a householder on his 
property. (3CCR § 6686) 

• Aerosol containers are exempt from regulation as hazardous waste under the following 
conditions: 
1.  The aerosol containers are emptied to the extent possible under normal use. 
2.  The aerosol containers are disposed of after use in accordance with labeling instructions. 
(DHS guidance, Procedural Guidance For Enforcement Personnel pg. 54 Aerosol 
Container Disposal) 
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Appendix 1 

Personal Protective Equipment Requirements 

 
Introduction 	 The following information is provided to give you a more comprehensive 

understanding of the regulatory requirements for personal protective 
equipment (PPE). This appendix outlines the scope, guidance and exemptions 
for 3CCR § 6738 and § 6739. It also provides information and standards 
applicable to all other laws and regulations that require the use of PPE. 

Exceptions/ 
substitutions to 
labeling 
required PPE 

The definition of “Conflict with labeling” (3CCR § 6000) provides that the 
use of PPE consistent with the exceptions and substitutions listed throughout 
3CCR § 6738 is not a conflict with labeling. 

Both employers and employees may utilize any of these exceptions or 
substitutions from labeling required PPE (including but not limited to closed 
systems and enclosed cabs) and comply with FAC § 12973 and/or 3CCR § 
6738. 

PPE standards 	 3CCR § 6601 states that whenever pesticide labeling requires the use of PPE 
or other restrictions or procedures, the application of the labeling requirement 
to an owner, operator of property, their families and others must be consistent 
with any applicable standards found in the WH&S regulations. See the 
General Inspection Procedures on page 7 of the manual for more information. 

In this 
appendix  
 

This appendix contains the following topics.

Topic See Page 
Eyewear Provided and Used 3CCR § 6738.1(a) & 6738.2 240 
Chemical Resistant Gloves  3CCR § 6738.1(b) & 6738.3 243 
Chemical Resistant Footwear 3CCR § 6738.1(c) 244 
Chemical Resistant Headgear/Apron/Clothing 3CCR § 6738.1 
(d), (f), and (g) 

248 

Respiratory Protective Equipment 3CCR § 6739 250 
Exceptions and Substitutions (Engineering Controls) 3CCR § 
6738.4 

251 

Closed Systems 3CCR § 6746 264 
Enclosed Cabs 3CCR § 6000 & 3CCR § 6738.4 267 
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Eyewear Provided and Used 3CCR § 6738.1(a) & 6738.2 
Scope: All employees handling pesticides when: 
•	 Required by labeling. 
•	 Mixing or loading. 
•	 When exposed to application equipment that contains or maybe contaminated with 

pesticides. 
•	 Applying using hand-held, vehicle-mounted or towed equipment. 
•	 Flagging. 

When pesticide labeling specifies a particular type of eye protection, the employee must 
use the type specified. When pesticide labeling does not specify any particular kind of 
eye protection, DPR allows the use of safety glasses, goggles or face shields with the 
ANSI Z87.1 standard on the protective eyewear  3CCR § 6738.1. Safety glasses need to  
provide front, brow and temple protection that conforms to the face. See exemptions 
below. 

When it appears that there is an excessive gap between the glasses and the face of the 
pesticide handler, about ¼ inch can be used to measure if the safety glasses provide 
front and supplemental brow and temple protection. See examples of unacceptable and 
acceptable protective eyewear and the pencil fit test in Figures A and B on page 242. 
This is a simple field test that can be used to provide evidence in a civil penalty hearing. 

Some fumigant labeling only requires eye protection during the introduction of the 
fumigant (i.e. the opening and closing of the cylinder valve) and while in close 
proximity of the cylinder when open. 

Exemptions: 
•	 When vehicle-mounted spray nozzles are located below the employee and the nozzles 

are directed downward 3CCR § 6738.4(a)(2). 
•	 When applying vertebrate pest control baits where contact with the bait or 

equipment which could be contaminated 6738.4(a)(3).  
•	 When applying solid fumigants (including aluminum phosphide, magnesium 

phosphide, and smoke cartridges) to vertebrate burrows 6738.4(a)(b)(2). 
•	 Baiting insect monitoring traps or applying non-insecticidal lures 6738.4(b)(1). 
•	 Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt 

under the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 
•	 PCAs or professional foresters performing crop adviser tasks 3CCR § 6720(d). 
•	 Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
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Exemptions that apply when required eye protection is available at the worksite 
or immediately available to the handler: 
• When working in an enclosed cab. 
•  The following table provides examples of acceptable eye protection PPE. 

Labeling Statement Acceptable PPE Examples 
Protective eyewear 

-OR-

Safety glasses 

• Shielded safety 
glasses; or 

• Face shield; or 
• Goggles; or 
• Full-face respirator 

Safety glasses with 
supplemental brow and 
temple protection 

Goggles • Goggles; or 
• Full-face respirator 

Goggles 

Face shield • Face shield; or 
• Full-face respirator 

Face shield 

Full-face respirator • Full-face respirator Full-face respirator 
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How To Verify That Safety Glasses Are Acceptable. 

Follow this simple step to determine if safety glasses have brow and temple protection. 
However, DO NOT USE A PENCIL AS ILLUSTRATED to measure the space; the 
illustration is only to be used as a reference. A pencil is about ¼ inch or 6 mm in diameter, 
the same amount of space needed between the glasses to determine if the eyewear has 
supplemental "brow and temple protection". 

Determine if protective eyewear has acceptable brow and temple protection. 

Figure A 

This is not considered acceptable protective eyewear. The pencil test shown in 
Figure A indicates that the pencil can easily be placed between the glasses and 
the face and freely rotate within the surrounding space. This illustration shows 
that there is no supplemental "brow and temple protection" provided by these 
glasses. Reading glasses are not acceptable.  

Figure B 

This is considered acceptable protective eyewear. The pencil test shown in 
Figure B indicates that the pencil cannot easily be placed between the glasses and 
the face and freely rotate within the surrounding space.  This illustration shows 
that there is supplemental "brow and temple protection" provided by these glasses. 
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Chemical Resistant Gloves Provided and Used  
3CCR § 6738.1 & 6738.3  

Scope: Employees handling pesticides when: 
•	 Required by labeling. 
•	 Mixing or loading. 
•	 When exposed to application equipment that contains or maybe contaminated with pesticides. 
•	 Applying by hand or using hand-held equipment. 

The employer must assure that handlers use chemical resistant gloves when required and repair 
or replace any worn, damaged, or heavily contaminated personal protective equipment..  If the 
labeling does not identify a specific type of glove, the barrier material may be any listed in 
3CCR § 6738.3(a) and must be 14 mils thick except for barrier laminate and polyethylene 
materials. 

Notes: 
 Separable glove liners may be used in conjunction with chemical resistant gloves under 

the conditions found in 3CCR § 6738.3(d). (40 CFR § 170.507(b)(5)(i-iii)) 
 When glove liners are utilized improperly, the responsible person is in violation of 3CCR § 

6738.3(d). Lined chemical resistant gloves (liners not separable) are not allowed. 

Notes: 
•	 Disposable gloves may be allowed to make fine adjustments to equipment or other activities 

that require high dexterity and motor control skill the gloves must be made of an appropriate 
barrier material, for  a maximum of 15 minutes.  

•	 Some fumigant labeling prohibits wearing gloves when handling the fumigant. 

Exemptions: 
•	 Handlers when the pesticide labeling specifies that gloves must not be worn. 
•	 Handlers applying vertebrate pest control bait using long handled implements. 
•	 PCAs or professional foresters. 3CCR § 6720(d) 
•	 Antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants or medical sterilants are exempt under 

the conditions of 3CCR § 6720(c). 
•	 Consumer products see 3CCR § 6720(e). 
•	 Pilots entering or leaving an aircraft,  gloves brought into cockpit must be kept in an 

enclosed container. 3CCR § 6738.3(f) 

Exemptions that apply when required gloves are immediately available to the handler: 
•	 Employees mix/loading “Caution” pesticides via a closed system. 3CCR § 6738.4(d) 
•	 Employees working in an enclosed cab. 3CCR § 6738.4(e) 
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How To Verify  That Gloves Are Acceptable  

WPS glove 
categories  

The federal Worker Protection Standard requires that labeling of pesticides 
used on farms, forests, nurseries and greenhouses list the type of gloves that 
must be worn with each product. Labeling will refer to chemical-resistance 
categories (A-H) for gloves. 

Gloves in these categories are made of materials that the pesticide cannot pass 
through and are often based on the solvents used in the pesticides, not the 
pesticides themselves.  Therefore, there will be instances where the same 
pesticide with two different formulations (for example, a wettable powder and 
an emulsifiable concentrate) of the same pesticide will require gloves from  
two different chemical-resistance categories.  

Glove table The following table provides guidance on what glove types are acceptable 
PPE for hand protection. 

Labeling Statement Acceptable PPE 
Waterproof gloves Any rubber or plastic gloves sturdy 

enough to remain intact throughout 
the task being performed 

Chemical-resistant gloves 
or 

Chemical-resistant gloves such as 
butyl or nitrile 

Any gloves that are resistant to the 
chemical(s) being handled. 

Barrier-laminate gloves; or 
other gloves as referenced below in 
the glove category selection key (see 
below) or the DPR wallet-sized 
card. 
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Glove category 
selection key  
 

 

 
 

 

How To Verify That Gloves Are Acceptable, Continued 

The following text box contains the same information found on the DPR 
distributed wallet-sized cards mentioned above.  
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Chemical Resistant Footwear, Provided and Used  
3CCR § 6738.1(c)  

Scope: 
• All handlers when required by labeling. FAC § 12973 
• Employees handling minimal exposure pesticides. 3CCR § 6793(d) 

When pesticide labeling specifies a particular type of foot protection to wear, the employee must 
use the type specified. Chemical-resistant shoes, boots or shoe coverings cannot be made of 
absorptive materials such as leather or have stitching/eyelet/lacing holes that would allow 
penetration. 

Boot height can vary depending on personal selection and comfort; boot height must at least 
extend over the ankle. . Pant legs must be worn outside the boots so that pesticides cannot be 
funneled down into the boot. 

Rubber irrigator boot is commonly used and acceptable chemical-resistant boot that complies 
with most pesticide labeling statements  requiring chemical-resistant footwear. Irrigator type  
boots are made of natural rubber or other chemical-resistant material See the table below. 

Exemption: 
• Pilots when in an enclosed cockpit do not need to wear chemical resistant footwear. 6738.4(f) 

The following table provides guidance on what is acceptable PPE for foot protection. 

Labeling Statement Acceptable PPE 
Shoes • Leather, canvas, or fabric shoes; or 

• Chemical-resistant; 
o Shoes; or 
o Boots; or 
o Shoe coverings (booties) 

Chemical-resistant footwear • Chemical-resistant; 
o Shoes; or 
o Boots; or 
o Shoe coverings (booties) 

Chemical-resistant boots • Chemical-resistant boots 
Example:  Rubber irrigator boot 
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Chemical Resistant Headgear/Apron /Clothing, Provided and  
Used 3CCR § 6738.1(d), 3CCR § 6738.1(f), 6738.1(g)  

Scope: 
•	 All handlers when required by labeling. FAC § 12973 
•	 Employees handling minimal exposure pesticides. 3CCR § 6793(d) 

When pesticide labeling specifies a particular type of chemical resistant headgear, apron or 
clothing to be worn, the employer must provide and the employee must use the type specified. 

Chemical resistant suits cannot be worn if the temperature is over 80 degrees F during the day or 
85 degrees F at night unless employees use cooled suits or other control methods to maintain an 
effective environment below those temperatures.  Fumigant labeling often prohibits the use of 
chemical resistant clothing. 6738.1(g)(1) 

Exemptions: 
•	 See 3CCR § 6738.4 for substitutions allowed when using closed systems or enclosed cabs, and 

3CCR § 6720 See table on page 266. (Required PPE must be immediately available 
	 Additional minimal exposure pesticide exemptions when chemical resistant full-body 

protective clothing is present at the work site. (3CCR § 6739(d)(1-4). 
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Chemical Resistant Headgear/Apron /Clothing Selection 
 
 

Body  
Protection PPE 
Table  

The following table provides guidance when evaluating body protection PPE. 

Labeling 
Statement 

Acceptable PPE Comments 

Chemical- • Rubber or plastic-coated
resistant hood, southwestern style hat; 
chemical- or 
resistant • Rubber or plastic-
headgear or coated firefighter-style 
wide-brimmed hat; or 
hat • Plastic or other 

barrier- coated hood; 
or 

• Rubber or plastic hood; or 
• Full hood or helmet that 

is part of a respirator 

Chemical- • Chemical-resistant Chemical-resistant 
resistant apron apron worn over long-

sleeved shirt and long 
pants; or 

• Chemical-resistant apron 
worn over coveralls over 
long-sleeved shirt and 
long pants; or 

• Chemical resistant suit 

apron means a garment 
that covers the front of 
the body from mid- 
chest to the knees. 

Long-sleeved • Long-sleeved shirt and 
shirt and long long pants; or coverall, 
pants or 

• Plastic or other 
barrier- coated 
coverall; or 

• Rubber or plastic suit 

Continued on next page 
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Body 
Protection 
PPE Table 
(continued).  

Chemical Resistant Headgear/Apron /Clothing Selection, 
Continued 

Labeling Statement Acceptable PPE Comments 
Coverall worn over • Coverall worn over Non-laminated Tyvek 
short-sleeved shirt and short-sleeved shirt coveralls are 
short pants and short pants; or 

• Coverall worn over 
long-sleeved shirt 
and long pants; or 

• Coverall worn over 
another coverall; or 

• Plastic or other 
barrier-coated 
coverall; or 

• Rubber or plastic 
suit 

considered equivalent 
to cloth coveralls. 

Undergarments are not 
acceptable as short 
pants. 

Coverall worn over • Coverall worn over 
long-sleeved shirt and long-sleeved shirt 
long pants and long pants; or 

• Coverall worn over 
another coverall; or 

• Plastic or other 
barrier-coated 
coverall; or 

• Rubber or plastic 
suit 

Chemical-resistant • Plastic or other Four acceptable 
protective suit barrier-coated materials for chemical- 

-OR- coveralls; or resistant disposable 
Waterproof suit or • Rubber or plastic coverall include but are 
liquid-proof suit suit or 

• Specially 
not limited to: 
• Tyvek 7; 

[Chemical-resistant suit constructed • 100% spun-bonded 
means a protective disposable/ limited Olefin 7, which has 
garment that covers the 
torso, arms, and legs 

use coveralls. been laminated with 
Saranex 7 or 

from wrist to ankle.] polyethylene; 
• Polypropylene 

laminated with 
polyethylene; 

• Encase II. 
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Respiratory Protective Equipment, Provided & Used  
3CCR § 6739  

Scope: 
•	 Employees when required by labeling, restricted materials permit, regulation, or employer 

policy. 
•	 Employees applying minimal exposure pesticides by hand, or ground rig. (3CCR § 6793(e)) 
•	 Employees treating potato seed pieces with thiophanate-methyl. (3CCR § 6795(a)) 

When methyl bromide fumigation is commenced from an enclosed space for commodity 
treatment, the handler(s) must wear a self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). 

Minimal exposure pesticide respirator selection. 
Title 3, CCR § 6793(f) requires use of a respirator when engaged in specific activities with 
bromoxynil, folpet, oxydemeton-methyl and propargite. Some pesticide product labels 
containing those active ingredients do not specify the type of respirator needed. The Worker 
Health and Safety Branch issued specifications to be used when product labels are silent on 
respirator selection. The following respirators meet the respiratory protection requirements of the 
following minimal exposure pesticides: 

•	 Bromoxynil: Particulate filter . 

•	 Folpet: Particulate filter. 

•	 Oxydemeton-methyl is registered for two pesticide methods: an injector system used to 
control tree-boring pests and an agricultural spray material. 

o 	 The injector method has respiratory protection requirements for use in confined 
spaces (N95); this specification applies to all use conditions in California. 

o 	 The agricultural spray label specifies use of an organic vapor (OV) cartridge with 
particulate (N, R or P-rated) pre-filters; this specification applies to all use 
conditions in California. 

Propargite: Labels specify OV cartridge with particulate (N, R or P-rated) pre-filter; this 
specification applies to all use conditions in California 

Exemptions: 
• See 3CCR § 6738.4 on substitutions allowed when using closed systems or enclosed cabs. 
 Minimal exposure pesticides 3CCR § 6793. 
•	 3CCR § 6720 for antimicrobial agents used as sanitizers, disinfectants, PCAs or 

professional foresters, and consumer products.   
•	 Voluntary respirator use, of 3CCR § 6739 
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 Respirator Requirements
 

 
 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

Use limitations •	 Respirators should be snug, but not so tight as to distort the facial 
topology or cause worker discomfort. 3CCR § 6739(e) 

•	 Face sealing respirators shall not be worn when conditions prevent a tight 
face-to-face-piece seal, (facial hair, heavy stubble, drooping mustache, 
long sideburns, beards). Other types of non-face-sealing respirators, if 
adequate for mitigating the hazard, may be chosen. 

•	 In accordance with 3CCR § 6739(o), air-purifying elements (chemical 
cartridges, filters, canisters and dust masks) will be discarded daily, 
absent directions from the equipment manufacturer or the pesticide 
labeling. 

•	 Air-purifying respirators shall not be worn when an oxygen-deficient 
atmosphere (less than 19.5% oxygen by volume) is known or suspected, 
or in environments where high concentrations of air contaminant may be 
present. 

IDLH	  
atmospheres	  

Fumigant confined structures are considered an Immediately Dangerous to 
Life or Health (IDLH) atmosphere unless proven otherwise by appropriate 
measuring devices. If employees may be working in an IDLH atmosphere, 
they must be trained in the procedures [3CCR § 
6739(g)] necessary to ensure their safety and proper selection [3CCR § 
6739(c)(2)(A-C)] of a respirator for these conditions.  

Medical 	
evaluation 	 

Verify that each employee that uses a respirator completed the required 
Medical Evaluation Questionnaire and that  they have an understanding of the 
purpose of the questionnaire. 3CCR § 6739(q). Employee’s ability to use a 
respirator before they are fit tested or required to use the respirator in their 
workplace. 3CCR § 6739(d) 

Continued on next page 
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Questions	  

Respirator Requirements, Continued 

Employer has obtained a Medical Recommendation Form  on each 
employee that wears a respirator and that the form  has been reviewed and  
signed by either a physician or other licensed healthcare professional 
(PLHCP)[3CCR § 6739(s)].  

Voluntary 
respirator 
provisions 

An employee voluntarily wears a respirator according to the provisions 

provided in 3CCR § 6739(b).  

The employer or the employee supplies the respirator.
 

If the respirator is supplied by the employee: 
 The employer must display the Voluntary Respirator Provision Information 

given in 3CCR § 6739(r). Is the employee aware of this information?  
 The respirator use will not create a hazard. 

If the respirator is supplied by the employer: 
•	 the Voluntary Respirator Provision Information given in 3CCR § 6739(r) 

must be displayed with the PSIS A-8 or N-8. 
•	 Training and medical evaluations is provided at no cost to the employee. 
•	 The employee is medically able to use that respirator except for the 

voluntary use of filtering face-pieces (dust masks). 
•	  PLHCP recommendation documentation is maintained. 

Please refer any questions regarding respiratory protection for pesticide 
handling and use to DPR’s Worker Health and Safety Branch at 
916-445-4222. 
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 Respiratory Protective Equipment Guidance
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Filter 
efficiency and 
selection  

  

 
 

 
 

 
  

Respirator 
testing and 
certification 
numbers (TC) 

Pesticide labels will often specify the type of respirator to use when handling 
and/or applying a particular pesticide using its ‘TC-XXX’ designation. This 
designation number (considered an approval number) is based on the testing 
and certification criteria established by the National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH). NIOSH currently has exclusive authority over 
the testing and certification criteria for respirators as codified in 42 CFR 84. 
The ‘TC-XXX’ designation applies to the respirator assembly including the 
face-piece and any air-purifying elements. Prior to 1998, regulations 
contained within 30 CFR 11 (42 CFR 84 superseded 30 CFR 11) required that 
these ‘TC’ approval numbers be marked on chemical cartridges and filters 
(Examples: TC-21C or TC-23C). However, 42 CFR 84 approved respirator 
cartridges and filters are no longer marked with a ‘TC’ approval number but 
with "NIOSH," the manufacturers name and part number and an abbreviation 
(such as ‘OV’ for organic vapor) to identify the cartridge type. Chemical 
cartridges are also color coded to indicate the cartridge type and filtering 
elements [filters, prefilters or particulate filtering (dust masks) facepieces] 
will include their efficiency ratings as described in the next two sections. See 
the labeling statement and substitution guidance table below. 

42 CFR 84 created three levels of filter efficiency and three categories of 
resistance to filter efficiency degradation.  The three levels of filter efficiency 
are 95%, 99% and 99.97% (labeled as 100%).  The three categories of 
resistance to filter degradation are N, R and P. 
N for Not resistant to oil; 
R for Resistant to oil; 
P for oil Proof. 

N R P use 	
determinations 	

If no oil particles (such as from  Volck or refined oil dormant sprays) are 
 present in the work environment, N, R, or P series filters may be used.  If oil 

particles are present, R or P series filters may be used.  If oil particles are 
present and the filter is to  be used for more than 8 hours, only a P series filter 
may be used. Example: Packaging of a 42 CFR 84 particulate filtering 
respirator will list certification numbers in this manner, TC-84A-XXX where 
"-XXX" is the series and efficiency rating. For instance, a TC-84A-N95 
particulate filtering respirator provides a filter efficiency of 95 % for a non-oil 
containing pesticide formulation. 

Continued on next page 
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Respiratory Protective Equipment Guidance, Continued 

The majority of the pesticide labeling that requires the use of  a respirator will 
specify that it should be NIOSH approved with either an organic vapor- 
removing (OV) cartridge with the approved pre-filter (specified by N, R, or 
P), a dust/mist filtering respirator, or in some cases both. 

All manufacturers use the same color-coding for gas/vapor protection. The 
table below describes the color-code system. 

Cartridge Use Cartridge Use 
Organic Vapors Black* 
Acid Gas & Organic Vapor Yellow 
Particulate Filter Cartridge (HEPA) 
[A HEPA is a particulate filter; all 
others are used for gases and/or 
vapors] 

Magenta (red)-also called P100 or 
HE 

Ammonia Gas Green 
Acid Gas White 

* Most pesticide labeling that requires the use of respirators will require an 
organic vapor-filtering cartridge. 

Index card for 
respirator 
restrictions  

The wallet-sized index card for Respirator Restrictions contains the following 
text. These restrictions appear on the opposite side of the Glove Category 
Selection Key card. 

Respirator Restrictions 

N Type 
R Type 
P Type 
Organic Vapor 

No Oil in Mix: Dispose End of Day 
Oil in Mix: Dispose After 8 hours Per Day 
Oil in Mix: Dispose End of Day 
Dispose End of Day 

Always follow labeling directions and permit conditions. 
For more information, contact your local agricultural commissioner or the 
California Department of Pesticide Regulation Worker Health and Safety 
Branch at (916) 445-4222 

Continued on next page 
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Respiratory Protective Equipment Guidance, Continued 

High efficiency
filters HE	  

 	 "HE" stands for "high efficiency particulate aerosol" and refers to a category 
of filter sometimes found on various types of air-purifying respirators such as 
powered air-purifying respirators (PAPR).  Neither U.S. EPA nor DPR 
require pesticide applicators or other handlers to use “HE" filters. However, 
since they provide a higher level of protection, they may be used as a 
substitute for required filters or pre-filters. 

Respirator 
pesticide 
labeling 
statement 
substitutions 

When labeling requires a dust/mist filtering respirator (MSHA/NIOSH 
approval number TC-21C) or a respirator with an organic-vapor removing 
cartridge with a pre-filter approved for pesticides (MSHA/NIOSH approval 
number TC-23C), it is referring to testing and certification numbers from the 
obsolete respirator regulations contained within 30 CFR 11. When 42 CFR 84 
replaced 30 CFR 11, testing and certification criteria revised the requirements 
for ‘TC-21C’ and ‘TC-23C’ respirators. 

42 CFR 84 makes dust/mist filtering respirators obsolete under ‘TC-21C.’ 
However, PAPRs continue to be certified as ‘TC-21C’ respirators. All non- 
powered particulate filtering respirators are now commercially available 
under the approval number ‘TC-84A.’ However, current pesticide labeling 
does not specifically require a ‘TC-84A’ respirator by name even though it 
replaces the old ‘TC-21C’ designation. New testing and certification criteria 
from 42 CFR 84 have also revised respirators with the approval number ‘TC- 
23C.’ Under 42 CFR 84, a ‘TC-23C’ designated respirator is still necessary 
when organic vapor filtering cartridges are required for use on the pesticide 
label. However, when this type of chemical cartridge is required, it must be 
accompanied by the proper ‘TC-84A’ designated particulate filter designed to 
be resistant to degradation from oil (designated by N, R or P). Currently, 
pesticide labeling that requires the use of respiratory protection may provide 
both 30 CFR 11 and 42 CFR 84 respirator designations. See the Labeling 
statements table below for substitution guidance. 

Continued on next page 

255
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Appendix 1 PPE 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

Respiratory Protective Equipment Guidance, Continued 

Labeling 
statements

The following table matches common respirator statements found on 
 pesticide labeling with guidance on their relevance. 

Labeling Statements for 
Respirators 

Guidance 

Example for an oil based pesticide 

“Dust/mist filtering respirator 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number 
prefix TC-21C), or a NIOSH 
approved respirator with any R, P, 
or HE filter.” 

• Substitute a TC-84A, NIOSH 
approved filtering facepiece 
(dust mask) respirator with 
proper filter efficiency 
designation for old TC-21C 
certification number. 

• The certification number TC- 
84A may not be printed on the 
respirator but “NIOSH”, the 
filter type (R, P, or HE) and the 
level of efficiency (95%, 99% or 
100%) will be. 

• Examples: R95 or P100. 
Example for a non-oil based 
pesticide 

“Dust/mist filtering respirator 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number 
prefix TC-21C), or a NIOSH 
approved respirator with any N, R, 
P, or HE filter.” 

• Substitute a TC-84A, NIOSH 
approved filtering facepiece 
(dust mask) respirator with 
proper filter efficiency 
designation for old TC-21C 
certification number. 

• The certification number TC- 
84A may not be printed on the 
respirator but “NIOSH”, the 
filter type (N, R, P, or HE) and 
the level of efficiency (95%, 
99% or 100%) will be. 

• Examples: R95 or P100. 

Continued on next page 
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Respiratory Protective Equipment Guidance, Continued 

Labeling 
statements 
(continued) 

Labeling Statements for 
Respirators 

Guidance 

Example for an oil based 
pesticide. 

“Respirator with an organic-vapor 
removing cartridge with a pre-filter 
approved for pesticides 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number 
prefix TC-23C), or a canister 
approved for pesticides 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number 
prefix TC-14G), or a NIOSH 
approved respirator with an organic 
vapor (OV) cartridge or canister 
with any R, P or HE pre-filter.” 

• Substitute a respirator approved 
for pesticides with a black 
organic-vapor removing 
cartridge with a pre-filter 
approved for pesticides or a 
canister approved for pesticides 
(TC14G) to a NIOSH approved 
respirator with an organic-vapor 
(OV) cartridge or canister with 
any R, P, or HE pre-filter. 

• Organic-vapor cartridges are 
black and specify organic vapor 
or (OV) in white letters. 

• TC-14G respirators remain the 
same but require the labeling 
specified pre-filter. 

• An N pre-filter is not allowed. 

Example for a non-oil based 
pesticide. 

“Respirator with an organic-vapor 
removing cartridge with a pre-filter 
approved for pesticides 
(MSHA/NIOSH approval number 
prefix TC-23C), or a canister 
approved for pesticides MSHA/ 
NIOSH approval number prefix TC- 
14G), or a NIOSH approved 
respirator with an organic vapor 
(OV) cartridge or canister with any 
N, R, P or HE pre-filter.” 

• Substitute a respirator approved 
for pesticides with a black 
organic-vapor removing 
cartridge with a pre-filter 
approved for pesticides or a 
canister approved for pesticides 
(TC14G) to a NIOSH approved 
respirator with an organic-vapor 
(OV) cartridge or canister with 
any R, P, or HE pre-filter. 

• Organic-vapor cartridges will 
have “OV” in white letters on a 
black background. 

• TC-14G respirators remain the 
same but require the labeling 
specified pre-filter. 
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Respirator 
descriptions  

Certification number, descriptions and examples of 42 CFR 84 NIOSH 
approved respirator types are shown in the following table. 

Certification number /Description Examples 
TC-13F: Self-Contained 
Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) for 
entry or escape. 

TC-14G: Gas Masks with 
Canisters: 
With or without High Efficiency 
(HE) filters that meet gas mask 
canister requirements. Filter Self- 
Rescuers (FSR), gas mask 
respirators with or without N, R, or 
P rated filters, and tight fitting. 

TC-19C: Supplied Air 
Respirators (SAR), Type C and CE, 
pressure-demand. This type of 
respirator is rarely used for pesticide 
handling. 

Continued on next page 
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Respirator Descriptions, Continued 

Respirator 
descriptions 
continued 

Certification number /Description Examples 
TC-21C: Powered Air-Purifying 
Respirators (PAPR) with chemical 
cartridges or combination chemical 
cartridges with High Efficiency (HE) 
filters. 

TC-23C: Half-mask (disposable and 
reusable types) and Full-face dual 
chemical cartridge only respirators 
and Powered Air-Purifying 
Respirators (PAPR) with chemical 
cartridges or combination chemical 
cartridges with High Efficiency (HE) 
filters and combination chemical 
cartridges. 

TC-84A: Non-powered particulate 
filtering (N, R, or P rated) 
respirators (dust masks) and 
combination dual chemical 
cartridge/particulate filtering (N, R, 
or P rated) respirators. 
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  Inspecting Respirators 3CCR § 6739(h), (i), (j)
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 
  

Cleaning, 
sanitizing and 
storage 

• Employers must assure that respirators, and any filters/cartridges, are clean, 
sanitary (using procedures recommended by the respirator manufacturer), in 
good working order and stored in a manner that protects the respirator from 
damage, contamination, dust, sunlight, extreme temperatures, excessive moisture 
and damaging chemicals. 
•	 Respirators should be packed or stored (such as in a re-sealable plastic 

bag) to prevent deformation of the face-piece and exhalation valve. 
•	 Are emergency use respirators being stored immediately accessible to the 

work area? Are the storage compartments clearly marked for emergency 
use? 3CCR § 6739(i). 

Routine 
maintenance 
and inspection 

Verify routine maintenance and inspection of respirators: 
•	 Are respirators inspected before and after each use, as well as when it is 

cleaned for any wear or deterioration and defective respirators or 
respirator parts are removed from service. 

•	 Are single-use respirators properly disposed and not reused? 
•	  When are the cartridges/filters changed? 

o	 According to the manufacturer’s pesticide-specific 
recommendation or,  

o	 Absent a manufacturer recommendation, at the end of each 
day. 

Continued on next page 
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Inspecting Respirators, Continued 

When SCBA is
required  
3CCR §  
6739(j) 

 •	 Routine Use: Are air cylinders recharged when tank pressure falls below 
80% of capacity? (Do we add the three tank rule that is in in Volume 8) 

•	 Emergency Use: Are air cylinders maintained at 100% of capacity? 
•	 Air in the tank meets or exceeds the requirements for Grade D breathing 

air as described in the Compressed Gas Association Commodity 
Specification G-7.1 – ANSI Z86.1 – 1973? 

•	 Is the regulator working properly? 
•	 Is there a low-pressure warning device? 

Routine use 
inspection  

Straps – inspect for wear and functioning adjustments. 

Hoses – inspect for wear, cracks and deformities. 

Facepiece - inspect for wear, warp, and proper seal. 

Valves - inspect for wear, warp and function. 

Exhaust port cover - inspect for wear, obstruction and function. 

Gaskets - inspect for wear, warp, cracks, tears, and elasticity. 

Cartridge/canister/filters – should be replaced each workday. 

The following graphics are provided to illustrate the typical respirator parts to 
inspect. 

Straps 	Hoses 

Continued on next page 
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Inspecting Respirators, Continued 

Exhaust port 
cover 

Respirator Body Parts

Facepiece Valves (Diaphragms) Gaskets 

Cartridge/Canister/Filters 
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PPE vs 
engineering 
controls 

Engineering controls, when designed and utilized appropriately, provide a 
higher level of protection than PPE. Approved engineering control 
substitutions and exceptions apply to both regulatory and labeling required 
PPE and to both employees and non-employees. (See the definition to Use in 
conflict from labeling in 3CCR § 6000.) 

Approved engineering control substitutions and exceptions may be found 
throughout 3CCR § 6738.4. 

PPE 
immediately 
available 

Engineering control substitutions and exceptions for PPE.  When  closed 
systems and enclosed cabs are used, t all regulatory and labeling required 
PPE must be immediately available to the handler. PPE must be stored in 
such a way as to prevent contamination of the enclosed cab. Closed system 
(40 CFR 170.607(d)(v)), and enclose cabs 170.607(e)   

Fieldworker 
early entry PPE 
exception 
 

The exception for early entry PPE requirements may be found in 3CCR §
 
6770(d).


Inspection
notations  

 When utilizing allowed engineering controls, and labeling and regulatory PPE is 
immediately available check “YES” for the PPE requirements and describe the 
type of engineering control utilized in the “Remarks” section  
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6746 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

What is a 
closed system 

Closed mixing systems are engineering controls used to protect workers from 
dermal hazard when mixing liquid formulations of pesticides with high acute 
dermal toxicity, “Fatal if absorbed through skin” or other comparable 
language. The dermal toxicity of a pesticide is determined by the 
precautionary statements on the label.  Language such as “causes skin 
irritation” or “allergic reactions”, “harmful if absorbed through skin”, does not 
require a CMS. See ENF 16-14. 

Tier 1 Closed Mixing System Tier 2 Closed Mixing System 

Capable of enclosing the pesticide Capable of enclosing the pesticide 
while removing the contents from while removing the contents from 
its original container, preventing the its original container, preventing the 
pesticide from contacting handlers. pesticide from contacting handlers. 
Each emptied pesticide container 3 CCR §6746(c) 
must be rinsed and drained as 
required by the pesticide product 
label or §6684, and while still 
connected to the closed mixing 
system. 3 CCR §6746(b) 

Bearing the statement (or comparable 
language): 
 “Fatal if absorbed through skin.” 3 

CCR §6746(b) 

Bearing the statement (or comparable 
language): 
 “May be fatal if absorbed through 

skin.” 3 CCR §6746(c) 
 “Corrosive, caused skin damage” 3 

CCR §6746(c) 
  “Corrosive. Causes severe skin 

burn.” See ENF 16-14. 
 “Skin blistering.” ENF 16-14 
 “Corrosive to flesh because of its 

caustic alkaline nature.” See ENF 
16-14. 
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Questions  

 
  

Closed Systems 3CCR § 6738.4(c) and (d)and § 
 6746  

Closed system  
requirements  

•	 Persons using a closed system must have all PPE required by pesticide 
labeling immediately available. 

•	 Persons using a closed system must wear protective eyewear (3CCR 
§6746(e) in addition to the PPE listed in 3CCR § 6738.4(c) or (d). 

 Persons mixing pesticides packaged in sealed and intact water-
soluble packets are considered to be using a closed system. 

	 When using also apply to water-soluble packets, refer to 
pesticide product labeling. 

•	 All PPE required by the required by the pesticide product label, 
restricted material permit conditions, or regulation must be at 
the worksite during operation of the closed system. 3CCR § 
6746 (e). 

•	 Employee must have written operating instructions (3CCR § 
6746 (g). 

Please refer any questions regarding closed systems to DPR’s Worker Health 
and Safety Branch at 916-445-4222. 

Continued on next page 
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Closed Systems 3CCR § 6738.4(c) and (d) and § 6746, 
Continued 

Substitution 
table  

The following table describes the personal protective equipment (PPE) 
pesticide handlers may use in place of PPE required on pesticide product 
labeling when using closed systems or water-soluble packaging. 

If they use: They may use: Notes: 
Closed system for 
pesticides with 
pesticide labeling 
“Danger” or 
“Warning” 

Coveralls, chemical- 
resistant gloves, 
chemical-resistant 
apron, eye protection 

Pesticides in water-
soluble packages that are 
intact are considered a 
closed system.. 

Closed system for 
pesticides with 
“Caution” 

Protective 
eyewear and 
work clothing in 
place of labeling 
required PPE 

Closed Systems 
Design/ 
Performance  
Criteria  
(Rev. 01/01/2016) 

To meet California's requirements for mixing liquid pesticide products  , with the 
statement "Fatal if absorbed through skin" or other comparable language shall 
use a closed system  meeting the requirements in 3CCR § 6746(f).  

Continued on next page 
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Enclosed Cabs 3CCR § 6738.4 
 
 

What is an 
enclosed cab  

A chemical resistant barrier that completely surrounds the occupant(s)  
prevents dermal contact with pesticides being applied outside of the cab. 

Enclosed cab 
requirements 

•	 Employees working in an enclosed cab shall  have all exempted PPE 
available at the worksite. 

 3 CCR § 6701 states worker safety regulations should be as strict as and 
consistent with the Worker Protection Standards in 40 CFR part 170. 
40CFR 170.607(e)(2) all of the PPE required by product labeling for 
applicators must be immediately available. All PPE is to be stored in a 
sealed container to prevent contamination. 

•	 Labeling-required PPE shall be worn if it is necessary to work outside the 
cab and contact pesticide treated surfaces in the treated area. 

•	 Once PPE is worn in the treated area, it shall be removed and stored in a 
chemical resistant container, such as a plastic (sealable) bag, before 
reentering the cab. 

Substitution 
table 	 

	 Pesticide handlers maybe able use in work clothing place of PPE 
required on pesticide product labeling when using an enclosed cab. If 
filtering facepiece or dust/mist filtering respirator is required by the 
pesticide labeling, no respirator is required to be worn inside the 
enclosed cab. Other types of respiratory is required by the labeling, the 
respirator must be worn inside the enclosed cab. 6738.4(c) 

Recommend 
ations for use 
of enclosed 
cabs 

1. Applicators should enter and exit the cab outside the treated area. 
2. If an applicator must exit the cab within the treated area, upon reentry, 

PPE shall be removed and stored in a chemical – resistant container 
prior to reentering the cab. 

3. The cab doors and windows are kept closed. 

Maintenance 
verification  When the use of an enclosed cab is  observed during an inspection, you should 

determine that the employer and employees are properly using and 
maintaining the equipment. This is required to assure that enclosed cabs are 
functioning as the equivalent to personal protective equipment for dermal  
exposure. 
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Appendix 2
 

Inspection Interviews
 

Introduction This appendix in conjunction with the instructions in “Talking to employees 
and employers” found in Chapter 1 of the Inspection Procedures Manual 
(pages 16 and 17) provides information to help you conduct effective 
inspection interviews. 

In this 
appendix  

This appendix contains the following topics.

Topic See Page 
Purpose 270 
When and who to interview 270 
Interview techniques 271 
When you are unable to conduct interviews 271 
General interview questions 271 
Retaliation 272 
Inspection Requirements, Interviews 273 
Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections 
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Inspection Interviews
 

Purpose 	 Conducting interviews with workers and/or employers is an essential part of 
the inspection process. You must question workers, handlers and employers 
to determine: 
•	 Specific information about the activity being inspected. 
•	 Information on general business operations. 
•	 Information on how the business and individuals comply with specific 

pesticide laws and regulations. 

The following directions describe the standards that apply to conducting 
interviews while performing inspections. 

When and who 
to interview  

Interviews must be conducted when performing any pesticide use monitoring, 
field worker safety or records inspection. Interviews are not required when 
performing a Pesticide Pre-Application Site Evaluation. 

The following table describes the types of individuals that must be 
interviewed as part of the inspection listed. 

When performing this 
Inspection 

Interview these individuals 

All types of use monitoring 
inspections 

A management representative if on site 
and at least one handler. 

Field Worker Safety 
Inspection 

A management representative if on site 
and at least one field worker. 

Headquarter and Employee 
Safety Inspection (non-pest 

control business) 

A management representative and at least 
one handler if on site and at least one field 
worker if on site. 

Headquarter and Employee 
Safety Inspection 

(pest control business) 

A management representative and at least 
one handler if on site. 

Licensed Pest Control 
Business Records/Storage 

Inspection 

A management representative and at least 
one handler if on site. 

Dealer Records/Storage 
Inspection 

The designated agent and at least one 
salesperson if available. 

Pest control Adviser Records 
Inspection 

The adviser and at least one handler 
(scout) if on site. 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Interviews, Continued 

Interview 	
techniques	  

Upon arrival at the inspection site, introduce yourself to the person 
responsible for the operation and explain why you are there. Provide 
identification if requested. Always treat the individual being interviewed with 
respect and courtesy. 

Do not ask leading questions or questions that can be answered yes or no. For 
example, instead of asking, “Have you been trained?” or “You have been 
trained, right?” ask, “What kind of training have you received?” 

When practical, interview employees away from their employer or 
management representatives. 

When you are 
unable to 
conduct 
interviews  

General 
interview 
questions 

Refer to the “Conducting an Inspection” section item number 3 on pages 16 
and 17 of the Inspection Procedures manual for information on when 
interviews cannot be performed. When you are unable to interview any of the 
individuals indicated in the table above, you must explain why in the 
“Remarks” section of your inspection form or on a Supplemental Inspection 
form. 

The following questions should be asked during all inspections when there is 
an employer/employee relationship. You may need to ask these questions 
using different terms or explanations to help determine compliance. The 
questions will provide information for inspection strategies  to a better 
understand the businesses and operations you are regulating. 

When interviewing employers ask: 
1. Is the employer aware of any employee refusals? 
•	 What is the employer doing to correct employee refusals?  

2. Is the employer aware of any exposure incidents? 
•	 What are the procedures when an exposure occurs? 

o	 How would the victim get to a medical facility?  
o	 How would pesticide information be provided to medical 

personnel and/or the victim? 
o	 What are the details and examine any available records related to 

the incident. 3. How is notification (3CCR 6618) provided to 
employees? 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Interviews, Continued 

General 
interview 
questions 
continued  

When interviewing handlers or field workers ask:
1. Is the employee aware of any exposure incidents? 
What would the employee do if they become sick or injured? 
Determine if there have been any drift or exposure incidents.  

Determine the details and examine any available records related to the 

incident. 2. Does the employee receive notification? 

When working in a field that is within ¼ mile of a field where entry is 

restricted, who notifies the employee? 

What is the method of notification?
 
Document noncompliance’s in the Remarks section. 


Retaliation 	 If you receive complaints from  an employee regarding any incidents of 
retaliation, inform  the employee that the Department of Industrial Relation’s 
Division of Labor Standards Enforcement (DLSE) investigates retaliation 
cases. Their web site is located at  http://www.dir.ca.gov/DLSE/dlse.html. 
Provide the employee with the phone number and address of the nearest 
DLSE office. 

Information regarding retaliation is CONFIDENTIAL. DO NOT 
document any information regarding retaliation on the inspection report or on 
any document that will be received by the employer. DO NOT discuss any 
information regarding retaliation with the employer.  
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Inspection Requirements, Interviews
 

Questions 
about 
inspection 
requirements  

The following tables provide examples of inspection requirements where 
interviews are necessary to determine compliance. The tables are divided by 
inspection type and indicate the most appropriate person to interview 
regarding the regulation listed. 

Field worker 
safety 
inspection 

Requirement/ Regulation Interview 
Notice of application/3CCR § 6618 Worker & employer 
Application specific information display/3CCR § 
6761.1 

Worker & employer 

Hazard communication A-9/3CCR § 6761 Worker & employer 
Field worker training /3CCR § 6764 Worker & employer 
Emergency medical care knowledge/3CCR § 6766(b) Worker 
Field entry after pesticide application/3CCR § 6770 Worker & employer 
Early entry/3CCR § 6771 Worker & employer 
Posting compliance/3CCR § 6776 Worker & employer 

Pesticide use 
monitoring 
inspection 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Restricted material use supervised/3CCR § 6406 
Complies with permit conditions/FAC § 12973 
Reg.s-PPE/3CCR § 6738,6739 

Handler & employer 
Handler & employer 
Handler & employer 

Handler trained/3CCR § 6724 Handler & employer 
Employee working alone/3CCR § 6730 
Closed system/3CCR § 6746 

Handler & employer 
Handler 

Commodity  
fumigation use 
monitoring 
inspection  

 

In addition to the requirements listed in the pesticide use monitoring 
inspection table, the following requirements should be addressed for this 
inspection.  

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Labeling- rate, buffer zones /FAC § 12973 Handler & employer 
Accident Response plan/3CCR § 6780(d) Handler & employer 
Two trained employees/3CCR § 6784 Handle r & employer 
Treated area/products managed/3CCR § 6782(f) Handler & employer 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Requirements, Interviews Continued 

Field 
fumigation use 
monitoring 
inspection  

In addition to the requirements listed in the pesticide use monitoring 
inspection table, the following requirements should be addressed for this 
inspection.  

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Labeling- rate, buffer zones /FAC § 12973 Handler& employer 
Accident Response plan/3CCR § 6780(d) Handler& employer 
MB-plan, notification, buffer zones, methods/3CCR 
§ 6450 – 6450.3 

Handler& employer 

MB – 2 trained employees, work hours/3CCR § 
6784(b) 

Handler& employer 

Structural 
branch 1 use 
monitoring 
inspection  

In addition to the requirements listed in the pesticide use monitoring 
inspection table, the following requirements should be addressed for this 
inspection.  

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Written notice to occupant/B&PC § 8538 Licensee 
Pesticide disclosure/16CCR § 1970.4 Licensee 
Two trained employees/3CCR § 6782(a) Handler & licensee 
Mgmt. of treated area/3CCR § 6782(f) Licensee 
Safety kit/test equip/16CCR § 1971 Licensee 
Two SCBA available/16CCR § 1971 Handler & licensee 
Structure Vacated/secure/B&PC § 8505.7 Licensee 
Warning agent/B&PC § 8505.12 Licensee 
Direct supervision/B&PC § 8505.2 Handler & licensee 
MB (all) /3CCR § 6454 Licensee 
Pesticide handling/use/storage/16CCR § 1983 Handler & licensee 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Requirements, Interviews Continued 

Structural 
branch 2 & 3 
use monitoring 
inspection  

In addition to the requirements listed in the pesticide use monitoring 
inspection table, the following requirements should be addressed for this 
inspection.  

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Written notice to occupant/B&PC § 8538 Handler& employer 
Pesticide disclosure/16CCR § 1970.4 Handler& employer 
Pesticide handling/use/storage/16CCR § 1983 Handler& employer 

In addition to interviewing the employer on all requirements, the following 
requirements should be addressed with employees when possible. Headquarter 

and employee 
safety 
inspection 
(non pest 
control 
business) 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Notice prior to application/3CCR § 6618 Worker & handler 
Application Completion Notice/3CCR § 6619 Worker & handler 
Emergency medical care/3CCR § 6726/6766 Worker & handler 
Change area/3CCR § 6732 Handler 
Proper storage of PPE/3CCR § 6738(a) Handler 
Hazard communication/3CCR § 6723/6761 Handler &worker 
App. specific info. /3CCR § 6723.1/6761.1 Handler & worker 
Training/3CCR § 6724/6764 Handler & worker 
Use records/3CCR § 6728(a) Handler 
Medical recomm.s/blood tests/3CCR § 6728(c) Handler 
Respiratory program/3CCR § 6739 Handler 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Requirements, Interviews Continued 

Headquarter 
and employee 
safety 
inspection 
(pest control 
business)  

In addition to interviewing the employer on all requirements, the following 
requirements should be addressed with employees when possible. 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Notice prior to application/3CCR § 6618 Handler 
Emergency medical care/3CCR § 6726 Handler 
Change area/3CCR § 6732 Handler 
Proper storage of PPE/3CCR § 6738(a) Handler 
Hazard communication/3CCR § 6723 Handler 
Training/3CCR § 6724 Handler 
Use records/3CCR § 6728(a) Handler 
Medical recomm.s/blood tests/3CCR § 6728(c) Handler 
Respiratory program/3CCR § 6739 Handler 

Licensed pest 
control business 
records/storage 
inspection  

In addition to interviewing the employer on all requirements, the following 
requirements should be addressed with employees when possible. 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Notice to occupant/B&PC § 8538 Handler 

Dealer 
records/storage 

 

inspection  

In addition to interviewing the designated agent on all requirements, the 
following requirements should be addressed with employees when possible. 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Sales Records / Written Statement / Record / Two 
Years. 3CCR § 6562 

Salesperson 

Permits for R.M. sales/3CCR § 6568 Salesperson 

Pest control 
adviser records 

 

inspection  

In addition to interviewing the adviser on all requirements, the following 
requirements should be addressed with employees when possible. 

Requirement/Law/Regulation Interview 
Safety of employed persons/3CCR § 6720(d) Handler 

Continued on next page 
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Inspection Requirements, Interviews Continued 

Interviews of 
persons who do 
not speak 
English 

CACs are encouraged to utilize bilingual personnel effectively. CACs are also 
encouraged to explore available translation resources in their counties. CAC 
strategies for coping with language barriers may be included in their 
enforcement work plan. 

The document below is provided for use by CACs at their own discretion. 
With some practice and a rudimentary knowledge of Spanish you may find it 
helpful in performing inspection interviews effectively. 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections 

Pronunciation 
guide 

Vowels: 
A – father, all 
E – like long a, they 
I – like long e, me 
O – like long o, go 
U – food 

Consonants (generally pronounced as in English, except as follows): 

c – like English s when before e and i, otherwise like k (Example: cinco – 

seen’-koh) 

g – soft, like English h when before e and i (Example: gente - hen’-tay); 

otherwise, g and gu are hard like go (Example: gracias – grah-see-ahs, seguir 

– say-gear’) 

h – silent, except after c (ch is like the English ch) 

j – like English h (Example: José) 

ll – like English y (Example: llamo – yah’-moe) 

ñ – like English ny, canyon (Example: niño) 

qu – like English k (Example: qué – kay) 

r – similar to English r, but softer, and rolled when at the beginning of word 

or as rr 

v – like English b, boy 

x – like English h (Example- México – may’-he-koh) 

z – like English s, set 


Stress/Accent 
1. The stress falls on the next to the last syllable when a word ends in a vowel 
or n or s. Example - trabaja – trah-bah’-ha, hombre – ohm’-breh, hablan – 
ah’-blan, comunes – co-moon’-ace. 
2. The stress falls on the last syllable when the word ends in a consonant other 
than n or s. Example- usted – oo-stead’, trabajar – trah-bah-har’. 
3. If an accent mark is over a vowel, the stress is on that syllable (ignore the 
previous two rules). Example- médico – ma’- de-co 

Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued 

Basic 
translations  

I, me – yo  
You – usted 

English – inglés 

Spanish – español 

Yes, very good – si, muy bien 

Please – por favor 

Thank you – gracias 

The – el (masculine) or la (feminine) 


Masculine nouns generally end in o and feminine nouns generally end in a. 

Adjectives can (generally) end in o or a, depending on the noun it modifies. 


Do you have…? – Usted tiene…? 

I have… - Yo tengo… 

I don’t have… - Yo no tengo… 

I don’t know… - No sé… 

Show it to me… - Enséñemelo, muéstremelo… 


Do you understand English? – Entiende usted el inglés? 

I do not understand – No entiendo. 

Again – Otra vez. 

Please speak more slowly – Por favor hable más despacio, más lentamente. 

What did you say? –  Que dijo? 

Read this. – Lea ésto
 

Hi, my name is [  ]. I am an inspector from the County Agriculture 

Department 

Hola, me llamo [  ]. Soy inspector(a) del departamento de agricultura del 

condado. (Use the (a) if you are female.) 


What is your name? – Cómo se llama? or Cómo se llamo?
 

“Pesticide” in Spanish is known as: pesticida, químico or plaguicidas..
 

Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Field worker 
safety 
inspections 

Where is your supervisor (boss)? – ¿Dónde está su supervisor (jefe)?
 
Or ¿Dónde está su supervisora? (fem.) 


Who do you work for, for the farmer (rancher) or a labor contractor? 

¿Para quién trabaja usted, para el ranchero o un contratista del trabajo? 


What is the rancher’s name? – ¿Cómo se llama el ranchero, agricultor? 


What is the contractor’s name? – ¿Cómo se llama el contratista? 


If a contractor: Are you registered with this county’s Agriculture Department? 

¿Usted se registró con el Departamento de Agricultura de este condado? 


Can I see your registration? 

¿Puedo ver su registro? 


What time did you begin work in the field today? 

¿A qué hora empezó usted a trabajar en el campo hoy? 


At what time did you (the crew) start work in this field? 

¿A qué hora empezó a trabajar su cuadrilla en este campo? 


Do you know if there has been any pesticide applied to this field? When?
 
¿Sabe usted si han aplicado cualquier pesticida en este campo? ¿Cuándo?
 

Has this field been sprayed within the last 30 days? 

¿Se ha rociado este campo en los últimos treinta días? 


Do you know where the pesticide use records are for this field? 

¿Usted sabe dónde estan los registros de uso de pesticidas para este campo? 


Have you had any field worker pesticide safety training? 

¿Usted ha tenido algúnen trenamiento para trabajador agrícola sobre el uso 

seguro de pesticidas? 


Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Field worker  
safety 
inspections 
(continued)  

Did you receive a blue card from EPA? 

¿Recibió usted una tarjeta azul de la EPA (Agencia de Protección del Medio 

Ambiente)? 


Do you have any Hazard Communication Information (the PSIS A-9)? 

¿Tiene usted alguna Información de Comunicación de Peligro (el PSIS A- 

9(A-nueve), para trabajadores agrícolas)? 


Where is it posted? 

¿Dónde está puesta? 


Where are the bathrooms? 

¿Dónde están los baños? 


Or if you want to ask, where is the soap, water and single use (or disposable 

towels).
 
¿Dónde está el jabón, el agua, y toallas desechables? 


Where are the wash water, soap and paper towels? 

¿Donde está el agua para lavarse, el jabón, y las toallas de papel? 


It is necessary that you wash before you eat, go to the bathroom, and at the 

end of the day. 

Es necesario que se laven antes de comer, ir al baño y al final del día.
 

Do you know what to do in case of an emergency? 

¿Sabe usted que hacer en caso de una emergencia? 


Where is the clinic you would go if you got sick? 

¿Dónde se encuentra la clínica a la cuál usted iría si usted se enferma? 


Where would go if you got sick? 

¿Dónde iría si usted se enferma? 


Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Field worker  
safety 
inspections 
(continued)  

Do you know what the symptoms of pesticide poisoning are? What are they? 
¿Sabe usted cuáles son los síntomas por envenenamiento de pesticida? 
¿Cuáles son? 

The common symptoms are: - Los síntomas comunes son: 
Headache – dolor de cabeza 
Stomachache – dolor de estómago 
Chest pain – dolor en el pecho 
Excessive sweating – sudor excesivo 
Diarrhea – diarrea 
Muscle cramps – dolores de los músculos 
Dizziness – mareos 
Vomiting – vómito 
Dilated pupils – pupilas dilatadas 
Constriction of pupils –Constricción de las pupilas 

When you see a sign posted at the edge of a field or orchard, do you know 

what it means? 

¿Cuándo usted ve un letrero en la orilla de un campo o en un huerto, sabe lo 

que significa? 


When you find a posted sign at the edges of a field or orchard it usually 

means that a pesticide has been applied and you should not enter the field. 

Ask your supervisor when it is safe to enter. 

Cuando usted encuentra un letrero en las orillas de un campo o un huerto 

generalmente significa que se aplicó un pesticida y usted no debe entrar al 

campo. Pregunte a su supervisor cuando es seguro entrar. 


Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Field worker 
safety 
inspection 
problems 

This field has been sprayed with a pesticide and you may not continue 

working. You must get out of the field immediately. 

Este campo se roció con un  pesticida y usted no pueden seguir trabajando. 

Necesita salir del campo inmediatamente.
 

You must shower and change clothes immediately. 

Necesita bañarse y cambiarse de ropa inmediatamente. 


You must get water, soap, and paper towels to this field immediately.
 
Usted tiene que obtener agua, jabón, toallas de papel para este campo 

inmediatamente.
 

The tractor (airplane) is spraying pesticide, you must get out immediately. 

El tractor (avión) está rociando un pesticida, y usted necesita salir 

inmediatamente.
 

Pesticide use 
monitoring 
inspections 

Who do you work for? ¿Para quién trabaja usted? 


What is your supervisor’s name?  ¿Cómo se llama su supervisor?
   

What is your name? ¿Cómo se llama usted? 


What is the name of the pesticide? – or What pesticide are you spraying? 

¿Cómo se llama el pesticida? – or ¿ Qué pesticida esta rociando? 


At what rate are you spraying? 

¿Qué dósis está rociando? 


Who mixed the chemical you or your boss? 

¿Quién mezcló el pesticida, usted o su jefe? 


Have you received training in the use of this pesticide? 

¿Ha recibido entrenamiento sobre el uso de este pesticida? 


Do you have a label for this pesticide? Where is it? 

¿Tiene la etiqueta de este pesticida? ¿Dónde está? 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Pesticide use  
monitoring 
inspections 
(continued)  

You must have a label at the site where you mix, load and apply pesticides. 

Es un requisito tener la etiqueta en en el lugar dónde usted mezcla, carga, o 

aplica pesticidas.
 

Where are the wash water, soap and paper towels? 

¿Dónde está el agua para lavarse, el jabón, y las toallas de papel? 


Do you have eyewash water immediately available? 

¿Tiene agua disponible para lavarse los ojos inmediatamente? 


When you mix and load, what protective equipment do you use? 

¿Cuando mezcla y carga, que equipo protector usa? 


Show me your protective clothing and equipment?
 
¿Muéstreme su ropa y equipo protector? 


Where is it? – ¿Dónde está?
 
Where are they? – ¿Dónde están?
 
Here – aquí 

There – allí, allá 


Do you have coveralls? – ¿Tiene overoles? 

Do you have an extra pair? – ¿Tiene uno extra? 


Do you have eye protection (goggles)? – ¿Tiene protección para los ojos 

(gafas protectoras)? 


Do you have chemical resistant gloves? – ¿Tiene guantes resistentes a 

productos químicos? 


Do you have rubber boots? – ¿Tiene botas de hule? 


Do you have a chemical resistant apron? – ¿Tiene un delantal o mandil 

resistente a productos químicos? 


Do you have a respirator? – ¿Tiene una máscara  respiradora? o respirador? 


Continued on next page 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Pesticide use  
monitoring 
inspections 
(continued)  

Have you received training in the use and maintenance of the respirator? 
¿Ha recibido entrenamiento sobre el uso y mantenimiento de la máscara 
respiradora? 

When do you replace the cartridges? Daily? 
¿Cuándo reemplaza los cartuchos? A diario? 

Do you have a closed system to mix and load this pesticide? 
Tiene un sistema cerrado para mezclar y cargar éste pesticida? 

Do you know what a closed system is? 
¿Usted sabe qué es un sistema cerrado? 

A closed mixing system is capable of enclosing the pesticide while removing 
the contents from its original container, preventing the pesticide from 
contacting handlers. 

Un sistema de mezcla cerrados es capaz de encerrar el pesticida mientras extrae 
el contenido de su envase original, impidiendo que el plaguicida de contactar a 
los trabajadores 

How often does someone check on you? (working alone, danger material) 
¿Qué tan seguido viene alguien a revisarlo? 

Where is the emergency medical care posting? On the tractor or pickup? 
¿Dónde está el letrero de la información de emergencia médica? En el tractor 
o en la camioneta? 

You need to have the name, address, and telephone number of a 
doctor/clinic/hospital at each site. Also you should be familiar with directions 
on how to get there. 
Tiene que tener el nombre, dirección, y número de teléfono de un 
doctor/clínica/hospital en cada lugar de trabajo. También debería 
familiarizarse con las instrucciones de como llegar ahí. 

Where are the pesticide containers? 
¿Dónde están los envases de los pesticidas? 

Do you rinse them after they are empty? How many times? 
¿Usted los enjuaga cuando están vacíos? ¿Cuántas veces? 
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Spanish Translations Of Questions Commonly Asked During 
Inspections, Continued, Continued 

Pesticide use 
monitoring 
inspection 
problems 

What is the location of your boss’s office? 
¿ Dónde queda la oficina de su jefe? 

You cannot continue to spray until you have: 
No puede seguir rociando hasta que tenga:   

Coveralls – overol 

Eye protection – protección de los ojos (gafas) 

Chemical resistant gloves – guantes resistentes a productos químicos 

Rubber boots – botas de hule 

A respirator – una máscara respiradora 

You cannot continue to mix this pesticide until you have: 
No puede seguir mezclando este pesticida hasta que usted tenga: 

A chemical resistant apron – un delantal o mandil  resistentes a 
productos químicos 

A closed system – un sistema cerrado 

Coveralls – overoles 

Eye protection – protección de los ojos (gafas) 

Chemical resistant gloves – guantes resistentes a productos químicos 

Rubber boots – botas de hule 

A respirator –una máscara respiradora 
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Appendix 3
 

Backflow Prevention and Chemigation: Regulatory
  
Requirements and Guidance 
 

Introduction 	 The following information is provided to give you a more comprehensive 
understanding of the regulatory requirements for backflow prevention and 
chemigation. 

In this 
appendix  

This appendix contains the following topics.

Topic See Page 
Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and Guidance 288 
Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance 293 
Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems 295 
Diagram of Required Chemigation Devices 299 
Chemigation Figures 300 
Chemigation Inspection Checklist 309 

287
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Appendix 3 Backflow Prevention and Chemigation 



 
 

 

  Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and  
Guidance  

 

 

 
 

Background 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

Scope This section of Appendix 3 provides information on the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) guidance pertaining to backflow prevention 
requirements in Title 3 of the California Code of Regulations (3CCR) § 6610. 

3CCR § 6610 requires backflow prevention devices on any service rig and 
piece of application equipment that handles pesticides and draws water from  
an outside source. 

Contamination 
prevention 	 

	 A properly placed and functioning backflow prevention device prevents 
ground and surface water contamination by stopping the backward flow of 
pesticides from  the mix tank to the water source in the event of a water pump  
failure or a decrease in water pressure.  

Outside water 
source  

For the purposes of 3CCR § 6610, an outside water source includes all sources 
of water except water stored in a reservoir tank that is owned or under the 
control of the pesticide applicator and/or the property operator. 

Examples of reservoir tanks include mobile “nurse rigs,” stationary water 
tanks (above or below ground), or reservoirs maintained exclusively for 
irrigation water. The reservoir tank must be separated from the original water 
source by an acceptable backflow prevention device.  

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 

The device descriptions listed below were taken from the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineer Standard titled “Safety Devices for Chemigation” 
(ASAE EP409.1 DEC97. Copyright © ASAE. All Rights Reserved.). 3CCR § 
6610 does not include backflow prevention device standards nor does DPR 
approve backflow prevention devices or systems. The device descriptions are 
provided for your information and are advisory only. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 
(continued)  

 

Device Description 
Air-gap separation ASAE description: An air gap is a physical 

separation between the free-flowing discharge end of a 
water pipeline and an open or non-pressurized receiving 
vessel. To have an acceptable air gap, the end of the 
discharge pipe must be located a distance of at least twice 
the diameter of the pipe above the topmost rim of the 
receiving vessel. In no case can this distance be less than 
25 mm (1 inch). 

Reduced pressure 
principle 
backflow 
prevention 
device 

ASAE description: This device consists of two 
independently acting check valves, plus a pressure 
differential relief valve that is located between the two 
check valves. It can be used for both backsiphonage and 
backpressure control and can handle most toxic chemicals. 
A minimum clearance of 300 mm (12 inches) above the 
ground level or grade is suggested to ensure an air gap 
between the relief valve and any water that might puddle 
beneath 
the device. If the relief valve is within 6.1 m (20 feet) of 
the water source, provide a trough or conduit to carry valve 
discharge away from the water source. 

Note: This device is also identified as a “reduced- pressure 
zone, backflow preventer” on pesticide labeling that 
allows handlers to connect chemigation systems to public 
water supplies. 

Double check ASAE description: The double check valve assembly 
valve is composed of two single, independently acting check 
assembly valves and can handle both backsiphonage and 

backpressure. A vacuum relief valve, low pressure drain 
and inspection port should be installed immediately 
upstream of this system (see “Single check valve” below). 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Acceptable 
devices and 
device 
descriptions 
(continued)  
 

Device Description 
Single check valve, 
vacuum relief valve 
and low pressure drain 
assembly 

ASAE description: This system is primarily an 
antisiphon device and should be constructed of 
corrosion-resistant materials. The check valve should be 
spring loaded with a chemically resistant sealing surface 
capable of preventing leakage. Generally, metal-to
metal surfaces would not be acceptable. The direction of 
flow should be clearly indicated on the outside of the 
device. The vacuum relief valve is installed on top of 
the pipe on the inlet side of the check valve to provide 
for vacuum relief when flow discontinues. The vacuum 
relief should be 19 mm (¾ inch) in diameter or sized 
according to ASAE Standard S376, Design, Installation 
and Performance of Underground, Thermoplastic 
Irrigation Pipelines, if underground thermoplastic 
pipeline is used. The low-pressure drain is for 
monitoring check valve performance and bleeding off 
any leakage. It must be located on the inlet side of the 
check valve at the lowest point, usually directly under 
the vacuum relief valve. The drain must be mounted in 
the pipe such that any check valve leakage enters the 
drain rather than flowing towards the water supply. The 
drain should be at least 19 mm (¾ inch) in diameter with 
a closing pressure of at least 7 kPA (1 psi) and not 
exceeding 35 kPA (5 psi). If the drain is within 6 m (20 
feet) of the water source, provide a trough or conduit to 
carry the drainage away, and grade the surface to assure 
drainage away from the water source. An inspection port 
of at least 102 mm (4 inches) diameter should be 
provided to check for malfunction of the check valve 
and drain where the irrigation pipeline is 102 mm (4 
inches) or larger. This inspection port can be combined 
with the mounting of the vacuum relief valve. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Device 
placement 
guidance 

3CCR § 6610 requires pesticide handlers to equip service rigs and application 
equipment with acceptable backflow prevention devices before they draw 
water from an outside source. To prevent the accidental contamination of 
ground or surface water, a pesticide handler must properly install an 
acceptable, functioning backflow prevention device between the water source 
and the pesticide handling equipment. 

DPR Guidance: Pesticide handlers may install the backflow prevention 
device on the pesticide handling equipment or the water source provided they 
position and install it properly. 

Functioning  
devices  

3CCR § 6600, General Standards of Care, requires handlers to perform  pest 
control in a careful and effective manner, and exercise reasonable precautions to 
avoid contamination of the environment. To prevent ground and surface water 
contamination, pesticide handlers must ensure that backflow prevention devices 
function properly whenever regulations require the use of this equipment. 

DPR Guidance: Pesticide handlers who use faulty or improperly installed 
backflow prevention devices violate the requirements of 3CCR § 6600 as well 
as 3CCR § 6610 whether or not the pesticide application caused environmental 
contamination. 

Requirements 
beyond the 
scope of FAC 
or 3CCR 

3CCR § 6610 states “Backflow protection must be acceptable to both the water 
purveyor and the local health department.” This is an informational statement 
that notifies pesticide handlers and property operators that local health 
departments and/or water purveyors may require the use of certain types of 
backflow prevention devices. Pesticide handlers and property operators should 
check with these agencies before installing backflow prevention systems to 
assure compliance with applicable water protection requirements that are 
beyond the scope of the FAC. 

Continued on next page 
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Backflow Prevention Regulatory Requirements and 
Guidance, Continued 

Requirements 
beyond the 
scope of FAC 
or 3CCR 
(continued)  

DPR and the CACs are not authorized to enforce Health and Safety Code 
statutes or Title 17, Public Health regulations pertaining to the protection of 
drinking water. 3CCR § 6610 does not oblige county agricultural 
commissioners to enforce regulatory requirements that are beyond the scope 
of their current authority. 

The General Application of Standards, 3CCR § 6601 (b), states, “it is not the 
intent of [3CCR] to require separate or duplicate equipment or facilities.” A 
pesticide handler or property operator may use a backflow prevention device 
that meets the requirements of another regulatory agency provided the device 
also meets requirements established by DPR. In situations where the local 
health department or a water purveyor has clear authority over the 
acceptability of backflow prevention devices, DPR recommends that the CAC 
defer to those agencies. Where no other backflow prevention standards apply, 
handlers must comply with the requirements of 3CCR § 6610. 
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Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance
  
 

Scope This section of Appendix 3 provides information on the Department of 
Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) guidance pertaining to chemigation. 

Background 	 Chemigation is the application of pesticides through irrigation water. 
Labeling for pesticides that can be chemigated has specific directions 
explaining exact chemigation procedures, including the installation of devices 
to prevent backflow of treated water into wells or other outside water sources. 
Although pesticides may be chemigated directly to furrows, currently most 
pesticides are chemigated through pressurized systems such as drip, trickle, 
macro-, and micro-sprinklers. 

The greatest concern associated with chemigation is the potential for ground 
water pollution. Two specific hazards are: 

(1) The irrigation pump may shut down from mechanical or electrical 
failure while the injection pump continues to operate, causing a 
mixture of water and pesticide to backflow into the water source; and 

(2) The pesticide injection pump may stop while the irrigation pump 
continues to operate, causing water to backflow through the pesticide 
supply tank and overflow onto the ground. 

These hazards can be avoided through installation and maintenance of the 
safety devices described below. 

Pesticide 
labeling 
requirements 

In 1987, the U.S. EPA established chemigation equipment labeling 
requirements in response to growing concerns about the potential for ground 
water contamination due to the application of pesticides through chemigation 
systems. As a result, current pesticide labeling clearly instructs users whether 
or not chemigation is allowed.  If not allowed, the labeling states, “do not 
apply this product through any type of irrigation system.” If allowed, labeling 
will contain specific statements that allow chemigation as an application 
method and lists the safety devices that are required to be installed on the 
chemigation system. 

DPR Guidance: Handlers who comply with the backflow prevention 
requirements on the pesticide product labeling also meet the requirements of 
3CCR § 6610. 
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Chemigation Regulatory Requirements and Guidance,
Continued 

FAC § 12973 	 It is a violation of the Food and Agricultural Code (FAC) § 12973 to use a 
registered pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its labeling. Handlers must 
comply with the specific chemigation equipment requirements shown on the 
registered labels of the pesticides they use. 

DPR Guidance: DPR will consider handlers in compliance with FAC § 
12973 when they use the chemigation devices specified on the product label 
or when they use alternative chemigation devices according to the 
specifications and requirements stated in this appendix. 

Backflow 
prevention for 
connections to 
public water 
systems 

Acceptable 
alternative 
devices 

Pesticide labeling that allows connection to a public water system requires 
handlers to use a reduced-pressure zone, backflow prevention device, or the 
functional equivalent. The labeling will also state that they may discharge the 
water into a reservoir tank prior to pesticide introduction as long as they 
maintain an air gap between the public water source and the top of the 
reservoir of at least twice the inside diameter of the fill pipe. 

Some pesticide labeling does not allow chemigation if the system is 
physically connected to the public water source and therefore only allow 
chemigation if there is an air gap as described above. 

The 1987 U.S. EPA chemigation requirements did not take into account all 
the irrigation systems and practices that were commonly used in California. 
To address this oversight, the U.S. EPA established a list of alternative 
devices in 1991 that DPR accepted by policy in 2001. 

NOTE: Pesticide handlers must comply with the pesticide product labeling 
regarding chemigation devices that are required by labeling but have no listed 
alternative(s). 

294
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Appendix 3 Backflow Prevention and Chemigation 



 
 

 

  Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Scope 	 The following section lists the devices required by labeling statements and the 
legal alternatives by location in the chemigation system. Verify that each of 
the devices listed below or their alternatives are present and in the appropriate 
location on the chemigation system. 

Chemigation 
diagrams and 
checklist 

The following blocks refer to figures at the end of the Appendix that illustrate 
various chemigation systems. These diagrams are included to assist staff in 
better understanding the systems they are inspecting. The last page is a 
chemigation checklist that can be copied and used in the field to verify that all 
of the required chemigation devices are present. 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
check valve, 
vacuum relief 
valve and low 
pressure drain 

To prevent backflow of pesticide residues to the water source, pesticide 
labeling states, “the system must contain a functional check valve, vacuum 
relief valve, and low pressure drain appropriately located on the irrigation 
pipeline to prevent water source contamination from backflow.” 

These devices must be installed in the following manner. (Figure 1) 
1. 	 The check valve must be installed between the water source and the 

pesticide injection point. 
2. 	 The low-pressure drain must be installed upstream of the check valve, 

directly below the vacuum relief valve, to dispose of small volumes of 
fluid which may leak past the check valve. 

3. 	 The vacuum relief valve must be installed upstream of the check valve, 
directly above the low-pressure drain, to prevent the formation of a 
vacuum which could cause backsiphonage. 

Alternative Devices (Figure 3 & 4): 
A gooseneck pipe loop located in the main water line immediately 
downstream of the irrigation water pump. The bottom side of the pipe at the 
loop apex must be at least 24 inches above the highest sprinkler or other type 
of water emitting device in the field. The loop must contain a vacuum relief 
valve (or combination air and vacuum relief valve) at the apex of the pipe 
loop. The pesticide injection port must be located downstream of the apex of 
the pipe loop and at least 6 inches below the bottom side of the pipe at the 
loop apex. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
Irrigation 
pipeline – 
(continued)  

Alternative Device (Figure 1):

An alternative that substitutes for the  vacuum relief valve is a combination 
 
pressure release and vacuum  relief valve. 


Devices listed on page 289 of this appendix or allowed by the local water 
purveyor are also acceptable (including the configuration shown in Figure 2). 

Injection line – 
check valve, 
solenoid-
operated valve  

When an injection pump is used, the pesticide labeling lists two devices that 

are required to be installed on the pesticide injection pipeline. 

1. “The pesticide injection pipeline must contain a functional, automatic, 


quick-closing check valve to prevent the flow of fluid back toward the 
injection pump.” This device prevents the irrigation water from 
overflowing the pesticide tank. (Figure 1) 

2. 	 “The pesticide injection pipeline must also contain a functional, 
normally closed, solenoid-operated valve located on the intake side of 
the injection pump and connected to the system interlock to prevent 
fluid from being withdrawn from the supply tank when the irrigation 
system in either automatically or manually shut down.” (Figure 1) 

Alternative Devices 
1) 	 Functional spring-loaded check valve with a minimum of 10 pounds per 

square inch (psi) cracking pressure (Figure 5). 
•	 This device must prevent irrigation water under pressure from 

entering the pesticide injection line and must prevent leakage from the 
pesticide supply tank on system shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 
•	 This single device can substitute for both the solenoid-operated valve 

and the functional, automatic, quick closing check valve in the 
pesticide injection line. 

2) 	 Functional normally closed, hydraulically operated check valve (Figure 6 
& 8). 
•	 The control line must be connected to the main water line such that 

the valve opens only when the main water line is adequately 
pressurized. 

•	 This device must prevent leakage from the pesticide supply tank on 
system shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Injection line – 
check valve, 
solenoid-
operated valve 
(continued)  

3) 	 Functional vacuum relief valve located in the pesticide injection line 
between the positive displacement pesticide injection pump and the check 
valve (Figure 7). 
•	 This alternative is appropriate only for those chemigation systems 

using a positive displacement pesticide injection pump and is not for 
use with Venturi injection systems. 

•	 This device must be elevated at least 12 inches above the highest fluid 
level in the pesticide supply tank and must be the highest point in the 
injection line. 

•	 It must open at 6 inches water vacuum or less and must be spring 
loaded or otherwise constructed such that it does not leak on closing. 

•	 It must prevent leakage from the pesticide supply tank on system 
shutdown. 

•	 It must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 

System 
interlocks and 
automatic 
shutoff 

To automatically stop the pesticide application if there is a loss of pressure or 
if the irrigation pump stops, the pesticide labeling states, “the system must 
contain functional interlocking controls to automatically shut off the pesticide 
injection pump when the water pump motor stops.” (Figure 1 & 8) 
•	 The system must interlock the normally closed solenoid or hydraulically 

operated valve with the injection pump or Venturi bypass booster pump 
so that the valve closes upon shut down of the injection pump or Venturi 
bypass booster pump. 

•	 It must also interlock the normally closed solenoid or hydraulically 
operated valve with the low pressure switch so that the valve opens only 
when the main irrigation line is adequately pressurized. 

Irrigation 
pipeline – 
pressure switch 

To help ensure the efficiency of the chemigation, pesticide labeling states, 
“the irrigation line or water pump must include a functional pressure switch 
which will stop the water pump motor when the water pressure decreases to 
the point where pesticide distribution in adversely affected.”(Figure 1) 

The proper use of this device requires that the pressure switch be installed 
downstream of the irrigation pump to identify pressures too low for proper 
pesticide application or low pressure conditions signifying irrigation pump 
failure. 

Continued on next page 
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Acceptable Devices for Chemigation Systems, Continued 

Injection line – 
metering pump 

To inject the pesticide into the irrigation line, pesticide labeling states, 
“systems must use a metering pump, such as a positive displacement injection 
pump (e.g., diaphragm pump) effectively designed and constructed of 
materials that are compatible with pesticides and capable of being fitted with 
a system interlock.” (Figure 1) 

Alternative Device 
The Venturi injector may be used in place of the metering pump if it complies 
with the requirements listed below (Figures 9 - 18). 

Venturi 
injector 
requirements 

A Venturi injector may be used in place of the metering pump and may be 

inserted directly into the main irrigation line, into a bypass line, or into a bypass 

line boosted with an auxiliary water pump. 


Alternative Device to a Metering Pump: (Figures 9 - 18) 

Venturi systems including those inserted directly into the main water line 

(Figures 17 & 18), those installed in bypass systems (Figures 9 - 12), and those 

bypass systems boosted with an auxiliary water pump (Figures 13 - 16).
 
•	 Booster or auxiliary water pumps must be connected with the system 

interlock such that they are automatically shut off when the main line 
irrigation pump stops or in cases where there is no main line irrigation pump, 
when the water pressure decreases to the point where pesticide distribution is 
adversely affected (Figure 13). 

•	 Venturi systems must be constructed of pesticide resistant materials. 
•	 The line from the pesticide supply tank to the Venturi must contain a 

functional, automatic, quick closing check valve to prevent the flow of the 
liquid back toward the pesticide supply tank. This valve must be located 
immediately adjacent to the Venturi pesticide inlet (Figure 9). 

•	 This same supply line must also contain either a functional normally closed 
solenoid-operated valve connected to the system interlock or a functional 
normally closed hydraulically operated valve which opens when the main 
water line is adequately pressurized (Figures 9, 10, 13 & 14). 

•	 In bypass systems, as an option to placing both valves in the line from the 
pesticide supply tank, the check valve may be installed in the bypass 
immediately upstream of the Venturi water inlet and either the normally 
closed solenoid or hydraulically operated valve may be installed immediately 
downstream of the Venturi water outlet (Figures 11, 12, 15 & 16). 
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1)   MAIN WATER LINE: 
♦ Backflow Prevention Device 

° Located between water source and 
3)   PESTICIDE METERING PUMP: 
♦ Positive Displacement Injection Pump 

° 
point of pesticide injection 
Prevents contamination of water 
source 

° Connected to system interlocking 
controls and pesticide injection 
pipeline 

° Shown: Functional check valve, 
vacuum relief valve, low pressure 
drain 

° 

• 

Assures proper rate of pesticide 
injection 
ALTERNATIVE DEVICES ALLOWED 

• OTHER DEVICES AS ALLOWED BY POLICY 
BY LABEL OR POLICY 

2)   PESTICIDE INJECTION PIPELINE: 
♦ Automatic, Quick Closing Check Valve 

° Located between main water line and 

4)   INTERLOCKING SYSTEM CONTROLS: 
° Located between the pesticide 

metering pump and the water pump 
motor 

° 
pesticide injection pump 
Prevents flow of fluid back towards 

° Automatically shuts off pesticide 
metering pump when water pump 

• 
pesticide injection pump 
NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES • 

motor stops 
NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES 

ALLOWED ALLOWED 

♦ Normally Closed, Solenoid-operated 
Check Valve 5)   IRRIGATION LINE OR WATER PUMP: 
° 

° 

Located between pesticide injection 
pump and pesticide container or mix 
tank 
Check valve connected to system 
interlock 

♦ Functional Pressure Switch 
° Located on irrigation pipeline 
° Stops water pump when drop in water 

pressure adversely affects pesticide 
distribution 

° Prevents pesticide from being 
withdrawn when irrigation system 
shuts down 

• NO ALTERNATIVE DEVICES 
ALLOWED 

• ALTERNATIVE DEVICES ALLOWED 
BY POLICY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Diagram of Required Chemigation Devices
 

5 
1 ♦ 

4 
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♦
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Chemigation Figures  

Figure 1 

Figure 2 
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 
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Figure 5 

Figure 6 
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Figure 7 

Figure 8 
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Figure 9 

Figure 10 
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Figure 11 

Figure 12 
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Figure 13 

Figure 14 
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Figure 15 

Figure 16 

307
PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4 January 2017 
Appendix 3 Backflow Prevention and Chemigation 



 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Figure 17 

Figure 18 
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CHEMIGATION CHECKLIST 
Please check the components that are currently on the growers’ chemigation system 

A. 	Water Source: 
Farm Irrigation Well......................................................................................................... … 
Public Water Supply ....................................................................................................... … 
Other ...........................................................................................................................… 
Describe:   

B. 	Chemigation System Location and Configuration: 
At Wellhead..................................................................................................................... … 
Remote from Wellhead ................................................................................................... … 

C. Required Irrigation System Components: 
1. BACKFLOW PREVENTER ASSEMBLY ON IRRIGATION PIPELINE 

•  Check Valve................................................... Single Valve … Double Valve …
!

•  Vacuum Relief Valve ......................................................................................... …
!

•  Low Pressure Drain ...........................................................................................… 
Approved Alternatives - choose one 
•  Gooseneck Pipe Loop with Vacuum Relief Valve ............................................. …
!

•  Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Device ................................ …
!

•  Air Gap ...............................................................................................................…
!

2. AUTOMATIC QUICK CLOSING CHECK VALVE on Pesticide Injection Line........ …
!

3. NORMALLY CLOSED SOLENOID OPERATED VALVE ......................................…
!

•  On Intake Side of Injection Pump ......................................................................…
!

•  Interlocked to Pump ...........................................................................................… 
Approved Alternatives – choose one 
•  Spring-loaded Check Valve with 10 psi Minimum Cracking Pressure...............…
!

•  Normally-closed Hydraulically Operated Check Valve ...................................... …
!

•  Vacuum Relief Valve in Pesticide Pipeline 12 inches above highest fluid level … 

•  
4. SYSTEM INTERLOCK to Automatically Shut Off Pesticide Injection Pump - choose one 

Electrical Interlock to Chemical Injection Pump.................................................…
!

•  Hydraulic Interlock to Chemical Injection Pump ................................................…
!

•  Belt Drive Direct to Drive Shaft .......................................................................... …
!

5. LOW PRESSURE SWITCH on Irrigation Line to Stop Irrigation Pump ...................…
!

6. CHEMICAL INJECTION DEVICE - choose one 
•  Positive Displacement Injection Pump .............................................................. …
!

•  Other ..................................................................................................................…
!

•  Describe  
Approved Alternative 
•  Venturi Based Injection Device with Proper Check Valves ...............................…
!
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Appendix 4 


Ground Water Regulatory Requirements 


Introduction 	 The following information is provided to give you a more comprehensive 
understanding of the regulatory requirements for wellhead protection and 
ground water protection areas. 

In this 
appendix 

This appendix contains the following topics.

Topic See Page 
Wellhead Protection 312 
Ground Water Protection Management Requirements 314 
Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection Areas 316 
Management Practices for Leaching Ground Water Protection Areas 321 
Management Practices for Engineered Rights-of-Way within 
Ground Water Protection Areas 323 

311 

PUE Standards Compendium Volume 4        07/01/08 
Appendix 4 Ground Water Regulatory Requirements 



 

 
                                                                               

  

  

  

  

  
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

  

Wellhead Protection 3CCR § 6609
  

Scope 	 3CCR § 6609 Wellhead Protection prohibits the following activities within 
100 feet of a well (including agricultural, domestic, municipal, monitoring, 
abandoned, and dry or drainage wells) unless the well is protected: 
  Mixing, loading, and storage of pesticides. 
  Rinsing of spray equipment or pesticide containers. 
  Maintenance of equipment that could result in pesticide residue spillage 

on soil. 
  Application of pre-emergent herbicides listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) or (b). 

Compliance 	
options 	

Two options are available for complying with the wellhead protection 
regulations. During the permit process, review the following requirements 
with growers to assure that they are aware of and complying with the 
regulations. During field inspections, interview applicators working in 
proximity to wellheads to determine if they are aware of and complying with 
the regulations. 

Option one: 
unprotected 
wellheads 

Determine that none of the prohibited activities occur within 100 feet of an 
unprotected well. The following are examples of pre-emergent herbicides that 
may be applied within 100 feet of an unprotected well: 
 Oxyfluorfen (such as Goal and GoalTender). 
 Pendimethalin (such as Pendulum and Prowl). 
 Prodiamine (such as Barricide and Endurance.) 
 Flumioxazin (such as Chateau and Payload). 
 Oxadiazon (such as Rhonstar and Pre Pair). 

Option two: 
protected 
wellheads 

Prohibited activities are allowed within 100 feet of a protected wellhead.  
Below are the two methods to determine if a wellhead is protected: 
  Determine that the well is situated so that no surface water runoff can 

contact the wellhead including the concrete base, or 
	 Determine that a berm is constructed adjacent to the wellhead to prevent 

movement of surface water to the wellhead and that no pre-emergent 
herbicides are applied between the berm and the wellhead.  

See below for examples of acceptable and unacceptable berms. 

Continued on next page 
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Wellhead Protection 3CCR § 6609, Continued 

Acceptable 
berms  

The following figures illustrate examples of acceptable berms. 

1. Concrete pad above soil level 2. Concrete pad at same level as soil 
CCoonnccrreettee ppaaddCCoonnccrreettee ppaadd 

3. Berm with no concrete pad 4. On sloped ground, berm only on upslope side 

OOvveerrhheeaadd 
ii 

Unacceptable 
berm  

The following figure illustrates an example of an unacceptable berm. 

Berm should not touch casing or pump. 

X 
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Ground Water Protection Management Requirements 
3CCR § 6487.1 - § 6487.5 

Scope Permits are required for all agricultural, outdoor industrial and outdoor 
institutional uses of pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) only within ground 
water protection areas (GWPAs). Permits can only be issued if permit 
applicants can implement one of the management practices specified in 3CCR 
§ 6487.3, 6487.4 or 6487.5 as appropriate, or an alternative management 
practice approved by the Director. 

Locating 
ground water 
protection 
areas 

There are runoff and leaching GWPAs. To determine the location of GWPAs 
go to http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/gwp/gwpamaps.htm, identify the county 
of interest and follow the online instructions. 

Certification  
requirement 

Since pesticides listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) are restricted materials statewide, 
they must only be applied by or under the supervision of a certified applicator 
both inside and outside GWPAs. 

Artificial 
recharge basins 
(3CCR § 
6487.1) 

Agricultural, outdoor industrial and outdoor institutional uses of pesticides 
listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) are prohibited below the high waterline inside  
artificial recharge basins unless the pesticide is applied six months or more  
before the basin is used to recharge ground water. The runoff, leaching and 
engineered right-of-way management practices do not apply to pesticide 
applications in artificial recharge basins. 

Canals and 
ditch banks 
(3CCR § 
6487.2) 

Agricultural, outdoor industrial and outdoor institutional uses of pesticides 
listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) are prohibited below the high waterline inside 
unlined canals and ditches unless: 
 The pesticide user can document that the percolation rate of the canal or 

ditch is equal to or less than 0.2 inches per hour; or 
 The pesticide is applied at least six months before water is run in the canal 

or ditch. 

The runoff, leaching and engineered right-of-way management practices do 
not apply to pesticide applications inside canal and ditch banks. 

Continued on next page 
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Ground Water Protection Management Requirements 
3CCR § 6487.1 - § 6487.5, Continued 

Management 
practices  

The application of pesticides registered for agricultural, outdoor industrial or 
outdoor institutional use containing chemicals listed in 3CCR § 6800(a) in 
GWPAs requires the employment of specific management practices. These 
practices are described below and are delineated by the following headings:  
 3CCR § 6487.4 Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water 

Protection Areas  
 3CCR § 6487.5 Management Practices for Leaching Ground Water 

Protection Areas  
 3CCR § 6487.3 Management Practices for Engineered Rights-of-Way 

within Ground Water Protection Areas 
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Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection 
Areas (GWPAs), 3CCR § 6487.4 

Scope When inspecting an application in an identified runoff GWPA, determine if 
6800(a) pesticides are being used. If they are, determine if the management 
practice specified on the restricted material permit is being used properly and 
that the permittee is sufficiently knowledgeable about how to implement the 
chosen management practice. 

Management 
practice 1 – 
timing 

If the application is made between April 1 and July 31, no other management 
practice is required. 

Management 
practice 2 – 
retention 

Retain all irrigation and rain runoff on the treated field for six months 
following the application. 

If a holding area or sump is used to store the runoff, its percolation rate shall 
be 0.2 inches per hour or less, unless the runoff water is completely recycled 
every 24 hours to the treated site, a neighboring site under the control of the 
permittee, or a neighboring site with the consent of the property operator of 
that site. 

Management 
practice 3 – 
retention 

Channel all irrigation and rain runoff to a holding area off the application site 
under the control of the property operator that is designed to retain all runoff 
for 6 months following application. 

The holding area shall have a percolation rate of 0.2 inches per hour or less. 

Management 
practice 4 – 
retention  

For 6 months after application, channel all irrigation and rain runoff onto an 
adjacent unenclosed fallow field. 

The fallow field should be at least 300 feet long and not irrigated for six 
months after application, with full consideration of any plant back 
restrictions. 

Continued on next page 
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Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection 
Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.4, Continued 

Management 
practice 5 – 
band 
treatment 

Apply the pesticide as a band treatment immediately adjacent to the crop row 
so that not more than 33 percent of the distance between rows is treated, or, in 
citrus, not more than the area from the tree row to the dripline is treated.  

Example of a band treatment in non-citrus vs. citrus crops. The distance 
between rows is 24 feet. Citrus 

row

Area to be treated 

8 ft/24 ft = 33%	 14 ft/24 ft = 58% 

<<44 fftt <<44 fftt 77 fftt 77 fftt 

2244 fftt 

Management 
practice 6 – 
incorporation 

(not allowed 
for bentazon) 

Incorporate the pesticide on at least 90% of treated area within 48 hours after 

the pesticide application in one of the following ways: 

 Mechanical method (disc, harrow, rotary tiller, etc.). 

  Pressurized irrigation (sprinkler or low flow irrigation) including 


chemigation if allowed by the labeling. 
	 Use ¼ - 1 inch of irrigation water, or the maximum amount of irrigation 

water specified on the labeling, at rates that do not cause surface water 
runoff. 

Exemption: Incorporation is not required in the area treated that is 
immediately adjacent to the crop row that does not exceed 33 percent of the 
distance between crop rows, or, in citrus, to the band from the tree row to the 
drip line. 

See example diagrams below. 

Continued on next page 
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    <<44 fftt <<44 fftt 77 fftt 77 fftt 

2244 fftt 
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Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection 
Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.4, Continued 

Management 
practice 6 – 
incorporation 
(continued)  

(not allowed for 
bentazon) 

A. Example of mechanical incorporation of pesticide in non-citrus vs. 
citrus crops. The distance between rows is 24 feet. 

Citrus 
row

Area to be Area to be 
treated incorporated 

8 ft/24 ft = 33% 14 ft/24 ft = 58% 

B. Example of acceptable sprinkler incorporation (100% of orchard floor 
treated, >90% of treated area outside the 33% band incorporated or the 
area from the tree to the dripline in citrus). 

33% band lines or 

Sprinkler wetted pattern 
where herbicide 
incorporated 

dripline in citrus
Tree (no incorporation 
row necessary 

between these 
lines) 

Continued on next page 
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Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection 
Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.4, Continued 

Management 
practice 6 – –  
incorporation 
(continued)  

(not allowed for 
bentazon) 

C. Example of unacceptable sprinkler incorporation (none of the treated 
area outside of 33% band area or the dripline in citrus is incorporated). 

Centerline between 

Microsprinkler wetted 
pattern where 
herbicide incorporated 

Tree row 

tree rows 

Treated area 

33% band lines or 
dripline in citrus 
(no incorporation 
necessary 
between these 
lines) 

Management 
practice 7 – 
soil 
disturbance 

(not allowed 
for bentazon) 

Disturb the soil to be treated within 7 days before application using a disc, 
harrow, rotary tiller, or other mechanical method. Soil should be disturbed 
approximately 1 to 3 inches. 

Exemption: Incorporation is not required in the area treated that is 
immediately adjacent to the crop row that does not exceed 33 percent of the 
distance between crop rows, or, in citrus, to the band from the tree row to the 
drip line. 

See diagram below. 

Continued on next page
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Management Practices for Runoff Ground Water Protection 
Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.4, Continued 

Management 
practice 7 – 
soil disturbance 
(continued)  

Example of the area to be disturbed in non-citrus vs. citrus crops. The
distance between rows is 24 feet. 

Citrus 
row

(not allowed for 
bentazon) 

Area to be 
treated 

<<44 fftt 77 fftt 

2244 fftt 

<<44 fftt 77 fftt 

Area to be 
disturbed 

8 ft/24 ft = 33% 14 ft/24 ft = 58% 

Management 
practice 8 – 
canals and 
rights –of-way 

Applications to the tops and outer banks of canals and to rights-of-way are 
allowed provided runoff water moves offsite as overland flow onto adjacent 
land, at least equal in area to the treated area, where it infiltrates into the soil. 
Applications must not be allowed to flow into structures such as dry wells, 
ditches, or excavated retention areas with percolation rates greater than 0.2 
inches per hour. 

“Overland flow” is the movement of a thin film of water before the water 
collects into ditches, creeks, or streams. 

Alternatives  Check with your EBL to determine if any additional alternative management 
practices have been approved. 
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Management Practices for Leaching Ground Water 
Protection Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.5 

Scope When inspecting an application in an identified leaching GWPA, determine 
if 6800(a) pesticides are being used. If they are, determine if the 
management practice specified on the restricted material permit is being used 
properly and that the permittee is sufficiently knowledgeable about how to 
implement the chosen management practice. 

Management 
practice 1 – 
no irrigation 

No irrigation water may be applied for six months following the pesticide 
application. 

Management 
practice 2 – 
no contact with 
irrigation water  

Application cannot be made below the level of the irrigation water in the 
furrow or basin for 6 months following the pesticide application. See diagram 
below. 

Crop plant 

Treated 
area 

Highest level of 
irrigation water 

Management 
practice 3 – 
efficient 
irrigation  

Manage irrigation so that the amount of irrigation water applied does not 
exceed the net irrigation requirement multiplied by 1.33 for six months 
following application of the pesticide.

See example below. 

Continued on next page 
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Management Practices for Leaching Ground Water 

Protection Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.5, Continued
 

efficient 
irrigation 
(continued)  

Example: Calculating maximum amount of irrigation water to apply for 
a specific irrigation. Herbicide applied to mature citrus grove in 
February in Fresno County. 

Month Net Irrigation 
Requirement 

Max. 
Irrigation 

Adjustment 
Factor 

Max. Irrigation per 
Acre for Month 

(inches) 
ET0* Kc** (ET0 x Kc x 1.33) 

March 3.7 .67 1.33 3.3 
April 5.3 .67 1.33 4.7 
May 6.8 .67 1.33 6.1 
June 7.6 .67 1.33 6.8 
July 8.1 .67 1.33 7.2 

August 7.0 .67 1.33 6.2 
*ET0 = reference evapotranspiration 
**Kc = crop coefficient 

ET0 and Kc can be obtained from http://gwpa.uckac.edu/05.htm, your county 
farm advisor, or Larry Schwankl at 559-646-6569 or schwankl@uckac.edu. 

Alternatives Check with your EBL to determine if any additional alternative management 
practices have been approved. 
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Management Practices for Engineered Rights-of-Way within 
Ground Water Protection Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.3    

Scope 	 When inspecting an application on an engineered right-of-way in an identified 
leaching or runoff GWPA, determine if 6800(a) pesticides are being used. If 
they are, determine if one of the following management practices is being 
used properly and that the permittee is sufficiently knowledgeable about how 
to implement the chosen management practice.  

Definition 	 "Engineered rights-of-way" means areas within a ground water protection 
area that are constructed in a way that results in increased runoff and 
collection of storm water, such as railroad ballasts and berms, public 
roadsides, and highway median strips or similar areas, but not canal or ditch 
banks or utility lines. 

Management 
practice 1 – 
runoff GWPAs 

The permittee may choose any of the management practices specified for 
runoff GWPAs. See 3CCR § 6487.4 and pages 316 - 317. 

Continued on next page 
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Management Practices for Engineered Rights-of-Way within 
Ground Water Protection Areas (GWPAs) 3CCR § 6487.3, 
Continued 

Management 
practice 2 – 
vegetated area 

The permittee may choose to manage any runoff from the treated right-of-way 
so that it passes through a noncrop fully vegetated area adjacent, and equal in 
area, to the treated area. See figure below. 

 

Management 
Practice 3 – 
storm water 
permits  

The permittee may comply with any permit issued by the Regional Water 
Board in accordance with the storm water provisions of the federal Clean  
Water Act for the treated area.  

Alternatives  Check with your EBL to determine if any additional alternative management 
practices have been approved. 
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Appendix 5 


Reserved 
See DPR’s guidance on bag disposal in the PUE Program Standards Compendium Volume 8, 
Guidelines for Interpreting Pesticide Laws, Regulations and Labeling, Section 1.8, page 1-31. 
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Appendix 6 
California Aeration Plan (CAP) for Structural Fumigations 

Scope 	 The structural pest control industry has developed the California Aeration 
Plan (CAP) as a Fumigation Safety Program (Program), for employers and 
employees to follow to meet the requirements of Title 3, California Code 
of Regulations (3 CCR) section 6780. Employers may use this Program in 
lieu of requiring air-supplied respirator equipment or continuous monitoring 
when aerating tarp-contained or tape/seal structural fumigations with 
sulfuryl fluoride. CAP may be used for all structural fumigations such as 
dwellings, multi-unit buildings, commercial and industrial structures as well 
as boats, transport vehicles, sheds, garages/carports and gazebos. 

While the use of a self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) is legally 
acceptable under Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) regulations for 
removing tarps from any structure, the CAP plan minimizes the potential risk 
to workers by providing the option to remove tarps without the use of an 
SCBA. 

Plan overview 	 Fumigant aeration is conducted remotely by pre-positioned inlet devices, 
ducting and aeration fans. CAP supersedes Aeration Procedure 1 and 
Aeration Procedure 2 on sulfuryl fluoride product labeling. Follow all other 
sulfuryl fluoride product labeling. If equipment failure or other mishap 
requires entry to a fumigated structure or space before the completion of 
aeration, employees must use an SCBA or continuous monitoring of 
fumigant levels. CAP is designed to complement existing fumigation 
requirements. 

When security conditions allow consider using the lowest dosage rate of 
chloropicrin allowed by the sulfuryl fluoride product labeling or sulfuryl 
fluoride dosage calculator. Chloropicrin should be placed in rooms/areas 
which are actively aerated in accordance with CAP. Chloropicrin pans 
should not be placed in rooms with a heavy storage load. Utilize fans to assist 
in aeration of rooms with a heavy storage load. 

Preparation for 
fumigation: 
Internal 
openings 

If the structure has an attached garage, open the door between the 
garage and the structure. Each operable attic access must be open. Direct a 
circulation fan into each attic. If an attic has multiple attic accesses a fan is 
not required for each access.  

Continued on next page 
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Preparation for 
fumigation: 
External 
openings 

Preparation for 
fumigation: 
Aeration 
Devices 

Open at least one operable window at least 3 inches for each room, including 
the garage, that contains a window that can be accessed and opened by 
normal means (without moving furniture, removing nails, or cutting a paint 
seal). If a room does not have an operable window, use a circulation fan to 
aid aeration of that room. For example, a circulation fan in the hall could be 
used to aid aeration of bedrooms and bathrooms. 

There is not a minimum size requirement for a room without windows which 
requires a fan to aid aeration, such as internal bathrooms, walk-in closets and 
pantries. 

While there is no requirement to place a fan in every room without an 
operable window, the fumigator must provide for aeration of the entire 
fumigated space using inlet devices, aeration fans and circulation fans. 

For multi-story structures, windows on the ground level may be left closed 
provided the ground level has a common interior airspace with an upper 
floor and fans are placed to create air movement from the ground level to the 
upper floor. 

If a majority of rooms have no operable windows, use an alternative fresh air 
source (doorway, air handling system, etc.). If doorways are used to allow 
for air exchanges, the doors must be secured against unauthorized entry.  
This may require fastening vented security barricades over doorways. 

When a storage shed is attached on the outside of the structure, or there is a 
storage room under a staircase, a circulation fan is not required to aid 
aeration. If the shed has an operable window it must be opened a minimum of 
three inches. If there is no window, the door must be used to provide the fresh 
air exchange by opening it a minimum of three inches and securing it against 
unauthorized entry. 

Aeration equipment is comprised of aeration fans (connected to aeration 
ducting), aeration ducting and inlet devices (inlets). For tarpaulin 
fumigations, aeration equipment is installed prior to fumigation so aeration 
can be initiated from outside the fumigated space. 

Aeration ducting, duct covers, inlets and inlet covers are part of the seal 
during the fumigation exposure period and must be constructed of material 
that has the same retention and durability capabilities (at least 4 mil 
thickness) as required by the sulfuryl fluoride product labeling and 16 CCR 
section 1970.1(b). 

Continued on next page 
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Preparation 
for 
fumigation: 
Aeration 
Devices  
(continued) 

AERATION FANS 

Each aeration fan must be at least 18 inches in diameter. The minimum number 
of aeration fans required depends upon the volume of the fumigated structure 
and is specified in Table 1. Aeration fans are turned on only to ventilate 
fumigant from the structure. 

Place aeration fans within  the fumigated  space to draw  fresh air 
through  the structure. Use extension cords, remote relays, or other devices 
during aeration fan installation to enable activation of aeration fans from 
outside of the fumigated space at the initiation of aeration. 

AERATION DUCTING 

The aeration ducting shall be constructed in a manner that maintains its 
minimum 18-inch diameter without being inflated by the airflow (static 
pressure) of the fan. The intention is for the aeration ducting to have the same 
internal size (cross sectional diameter) whether the fan is operating or not. 

Connect each aeration fan securely to durable reinforced ducting, minimum 
18-inch diameter, so the aeration ducting does not easily collapse or restrict 
airflow when installed through the tarpaulin or when it is extended. 

Extend the aeration ducting from the attached fan inside the fumigated 
space, through tarpaulins, to the first story roofline or at least 10 feet 
above ground level for higher rooflines. Position the aeration ducting so the 
release point of the duct is outside the tarpaulin and fumigant is discharged 
vertically. Place aeration ducting in an open area away from sensitive areas 
such as occupied structures. Whenever practical, spacing aeration ducting 
across the side of the structure where they are located helps to facilitate 
aeration of the structure. 

The aeration ducting shall be designed and sealed in a manner that allows it to 
be opened remotely from ground level when aeration is initiated. If the 
aeration duct cover cannot be opened remotely due to malfunction, an SCBA 
must be used when removing the duct cover. The duct cover shall not restrict 
or block the aeration duct opening after the duct cover is removed. 

INLET DEVICES 

The objective of inlet devices is to draw in fresh air to create negative air 
pressure and promote cross-ventilation of the structure.  The size of the inlets 
does have an influence on creating the negative pressure which helps pull 

Continued on next page 
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CAP for Structural Fumigations, Continued 

Preparation for
fumigation: 
Aeration 
Devices  
(continued)  

 fresh air through the structure. In addition, spacing sets of inlets across the 
side of the structure where inlets are located helps to facilitate aeration of the 
structure. 

Inlet devices must: (1) maintain the integrity of the required opening, (2) have 
an opening of at least 240 square inches up to a maximum opening of 381 
square inches, (3) have the opening covered with material allowing 
ventilation, such as wire, plastic netting or mesh, (4) be located where 
the opening is not blocked and will draw in fresh air to create negative air 
pressure and promote cross-ventilation of the structure, (5) have the entire 
inlet opening be at least 4 feet above exterior grade and (6) be sealed in a 
way that allows external opening during aeration. 

Whenever possible, place inlet devices on the side of the structure opposite 
from the side where the aeration ducting is located. For some structures it 
will not be practical to arrange the aeration fans and inlet devices on 
opposite sides of the structure. If a non-standard arrangement of the 
required inlet devices and aeration fans is used, air flow must be managed 
(for example, through circulation fans) to provide for aeration of the entire 
fumigated space. The minimum number of inlets required depends upon the 
volume of the fumigated structure and is specified in Table 1. 

Aeration and 	
Reentry 	

The minimum time required to aerate the structure is determined by the initial 
concentration of sulfuryl  fluoride  introduced and is specified in Table 2. No 
workers are allowed on the roof without use of an SCBA when aeration fans 
are operating. Do not begin aeration between midnight and 30 minutes before 
sunrise, unless specifically permitted by local regulatory authority.  

When the high ambient temperature for the aeration period is below 40°F at 
the fumigation site, a minimum of 24 hours of aeration is required. 

All of the following steps, 1-6 must be completed in sequence. (Tasks in 
steps may be accomplished in either order.) A licensed Operator or Field 
Representative must be present for, and assure completion of, Steps 1 through 
6. 

Step 1: 
To initiate  aeration, remove  the seal or duct cover from each  previously  
installed  aeration duct  and activate  the aeration fan(s). If the duct cover 
cannot be opened remotely due to malfunction, an SCBA must be used when 
opening the duct cover. 

Continued on next page 
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Aeration and 
Reentry 
(continued)  

Step 2: 
After all aeration fans are activated, remove the inlet cover from each 
previously installed inlet device. 

Step 3: 
Any time after the required hours of aeration are completed, as specified in 
Table 2, turn off the aeration fan(s). 

Step 4: 
Remove all tarpaulins and/or seals from the structure. 

Do not enter the structure without SCBA or continuous monitoring until the 
completion of Step 6. 

Step 5: 
If the structure has a central air system, turn on only the fan (or blower) for 
each operational unit. As an alternative, a circulation fan may be placed in 
front of a furnace inlet to blow air into central heating and cooling ducts. 
Remove all chloropicrin evaporation containers from the fumigated space. 

Step 6: 
Measure the concentration of sulfuryl fluoride in breathing zones (where 
people typically stand, sit or lie down) using an approved detection device as 
per sulfuryl fluoride product labeling. If the concentration of sulfuryl fluoride 
is greater than 1 ppm or warning properties of chloropicrin are detected, 
continue ventilation with doors and windows open until aeration is completed. 
Confirm sulfuryl fluoride concentrations are 1 ppm or less. 

Structure may be reoccupied when the concentration of sulfuryl fluoride is 1 
ppm or less. 

Respiratory 
Protection 
Requirement  

Persons entering a fumigated structure in response to equipment malfunction 
or emergency at any time before certification for re-occupancy is completed, 
must use SCBA as required by 3  CCR section 6739 and 16 CCR section 1971. 

Continued on next page 
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CAP for Structural Fumigations, Continued 

TABLE 1 

Determining the Number of Ducted Aeration Fans and Inlet Devices 

Fumigated 
Structure Size 

(cubic feet) 

Number of 
Ducted 

Aeration Fans 

Number of 
Inlet Devices 

Total Inlet Size Range: 
(minimum of 240 sq. inches, 

maximum of 381 sq. inches for 
each Inlet Device) 

60,000 or less 1 2-3 480 sq. inches to 762 sq. inches 
60,001 to 120,000 2 3-4 720 sq. inches to 1,143 sq. inches 
120,001 to 180,000 3 4-5 960 sq. inches to 1,524 sq. inches 
180,001 to 240,000 4 5-6 1,200 sq. inches to 1,905 sq. inches 
for each additional 

60,000 over 240,000 
1 additional ducted 

aeration fan unit 
AND 

1-2 additional 
inlet device(s)* 

adding a minimum of 240 sq. inches 
up to a maximum of 381 sq. inches 

per additional inlet device 

Calculating the Number and Size of Inlet Devices to fall within the Total Inlet Size Range 

The number of inlet devices listed in the third column and their total combined surface area 

must fall within the total inlet size range listed in the last column. 

Example:  Fumigated Structure Size of 60,000 cubic feet or less: 

a) 3 inlets x 240 sq. inches (minimum) = 720 sq. inches and is within the “total inlet size 

range” of 762 sq. inches 
b) 2 inlets x 381 sq. inches (maximum) = 762 sq. inches, the maximum of the “total inlet   

size range” 
c) 3 inlets x 381 sq. inches = 1,143 sq. inches and is in excess of the “total inlet size range” of 

762 sq. inches 

Increasing the Ratio of Inlet Devices to Ducted Aeration Fans for Structures over 
240,000 Cubic Feet: 

*It is important to maintain some negative pressure in the structure during CAP, as indicated by 
tarpaulins tightening after aeration fans are activated and inlet devices are opened. The greater 
the structure volume, the greater the stress on the tarpaulins. 

To prevent excessive tightening of the tarpaulins against the structure, it may be necessary to 
increase the ratio of inlet devices to ducted aeration fans by adding extra inlet devices during the 
preparation phase in structures over 240,000 cubic feet. 

As the size of the building increases, the ratio of inlet devices to ducted aeration fans can 
increase to a maximum of two inlet devices per ducted aeration fan. 

During initiation of CAP, after the ducted aeration fans are turned on and the required number of 
inlet devices are opened, if tarpaulins appear to be tightening too much against the structure, 
additional inlet devices can be opened to relieve stress on the tarpaulins. 
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CAP for Structural Fumigations, Continued 

TABLE 2 

Determining Minimum Aeration Time 

Determining Minimum Aeration Time 
Initial Concentration of 

Sulfuryl Fluoride Introduced 
(ounces per thousand cubic feet) 

Minimum Aeration Time 
(hours)** 

16 or less 12 
17 to 32 14 
33 to 48 16 
49 to 64 18 
65 to 96 20 
97 to 112 22 

> 112 24 

**When the high ambient temperature for the aeration period is below 40°F at the fumigation 
site, a minimum of 24 hours of aeration is required. 

BLOW OPENS 

The fumigation company must comply with 3 CCR section 6780 when a fumigation “blows 
open.” Determine fumigant level in the exterior workspace before resealing or removing 
tarpaulins. If the level is above 1 ppm in the exterior workspace, use an SCBA when resealing 
or removing tarpaulins. 

If the job is finished, it can be resealed and aerated using CAP. If the job is finished and 
cannot be resealed, tarpaulins can be removed. Aeration must be completed using Aeration 
Procedure 1 or Aeration Procedure 2 from the sulfuryl fluoride product labeling. 

If the job is not finished, it can be resealed, more fumigant added if necessary, and CAP used for 
aeration. If the fumigation cannot be resealed and is to be rescheduled for a later date, tarpaulins 
can be removed. Aeration must be completed using Aeration Procedure 1 or Aeration 
Procedure 2 from the sulfuryl fluoride product labeling. 
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Appendix 7 
 

Fumigation Methods for VOC Nonattainment Areas 

Introduction 
The methods described in this appendix are required only in nonattainment 
(NAA) areas from May 1 to October 31. Fumigations that take place outside of 
nonattainment areas or inside nonattainment areas from November 1 through 
April 30 need only to comply with registered labeling, laws and regulations, and 
county restricted material permit conditions. 

Within the five 	
NAAs 	 

From November 1 to April 30 - no change, any field fumigant method 
previously allowed can be used, anywhere in California.  (Regulations and 
permit conditions that already restricted the use  of some  fumigants still 
apply.)  

May 1 to October 31 -field fumigations are limited to specific methods 
listed in the regulations. Many methods also include requirements for soil 
moisture and tarpaulin repair. 

The following information is provided to aid in inspection of field fumigations. 
Compare the allowed methods criteria to the fumigation inspected and verify 
that the application is in compliance with the restricted material regulations. A 
list of allowed methods is found on DPR’s website at 
<http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/vocs/vocproj/method_table_simple.pdf> 

SAC 	 Sacramento Metro (All of Sacramento, parts of El Dorado, 
Placer, Solano, Sutter)

SC South Coast (All of Orange, parts of Los Angeles, Riverside, San 
Bernardino) 

SJV San Joaquin Valley (All of Fresno, Kings, Madera, 
Merced, San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tulare, parts of Kern   

SED 
VEN 

Southeast Desert (Parts of Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino) 
Ventura (all of Ventura) 

Resources 

The map, Field Fumigation Methods (FFM), FFM code for Pesticide Use 
Reporting, and Emission Rating are  found in Compendium Volume 3, 
Restricted Materials and Permitting at 
<http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/enforce/compend/vol_3/append_n.pdf > and also 
on the DPR webpage A-Z Index under “Fumigant.” 
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