
What pest control advi sors can do to 
help protect bees!  

PEST CONTROL ADVISERS 

CAN HELP PROTECT  

MANAGED BEES BY  

SHARING INFORMATION  

Communication and  

cooperation  

between pest control  

advisers (PCAs),  

growers, applicators, 

beekeepers and the  

local agricultural commissioners 

(CACs) can help keep managed bees, 

their hives and habitats safe. 

C o m m u n i ca t i o n  a n d  C o o p e ra t i o n :
K ey s  t o  P ro t ec t i n g  B e es  

• B e  aw a r e  o f  pe s t i c i d e s  t ha t  a f f e c t  po l l in a t o rs

EPA' s  r es id ua l  t i me  t o  25 % b ee  mor t a l i t y  (RT 25)  da t a  can  b e  u s ed  a s  a
means  o f  ga u gin g  t h e  r e l a t i ve  l en g th s  o f  t i me  t h a t  p e s t i c id e  p r od uc t s  ma y
r ema in  t oxi c  t o  b ees  a nd  o th er  p o l l i na t o r s  f o l l owin g app l i ca t i on
of  t h es e  p r oduc t s  t o  p l an t s .

G o t o :  h t t p s : / /w ww. epa . go v/ p ol l i na t or - prot ec t i on / r es idua l - t i me -
25 - be e - mor t a l i t y - r t 25 - da t a  

• U n d e r s t a n d  b e e  v i s i t a t i on  h a b i t s  a n d  r e l ay  t o  ap p l i c a t or s

I t  i s  h e lp fu l  t o  a pp l y  p es t i c id es  wh en  b ees  a r e  n o t  f l y i n g .  B ees  a r e
cons id e r ed  t o  b e  i nac t i ve  f rom on e  h ou r  a f t e r  su ns e t  t o  tw o h ou r s  b ef o r e
sun r i s e  or  wh en  t h e  t emp er a tu r e  i s  b e l ow  50 °  Fah r enh ei t .

• C o m m u n i c a te  a p i ary  l o c a t i o n s  a nd  d r i f t  pr o t e c t i on  s t r a te g i e s  t o
a p p l i c a t o r s

• R e m i n d  a p p l i c a t o r s  t o  u se  t h e  Be e W h e re  w e b s i t e  ( h t t p s : / /
b e ew h e r e . c a l ag p e r m i t s . or g )  o r  C A C t o  no t i f y  b e ek e e p e r s  w h e n
r e c o m m e n di n g  p es t i c i d e s  t h a t  ar e  l a b e l ed  “ t ox i c  to  b e e s ”

• S h a r e  p o l l i n a t o r  p r o t e c t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  a l l  s t a k e h o l d e r s
i n c l u d i ng  l a be l  r e q u i r e me n t s

“The underlying cause of most bee poisoning incidents is a lack of awareness, rather than an intent 
to do harm.”  Source: How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from Pesticides 

To determine if beekeepers are within a 1-mile radius of  proposed pesticide 
treatment sites and for apiary notification information, visit t h e  Bee Wh er e  
web s i t e  ( h t tp s : / / b e e wh er e . ca l a gp e r mi t s . o r g )  contact 
the local CAC by visiting the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture at: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/county/countymap/ 

Further information on reducing the exposure to bees from pesticides can be 
found  in “How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from Pesticides” - A Pa-
cific Northwest Extension Publication • PNW 591 at:  http://
www.cdfa.ca.gov/files/pdf/ReduceBeePesticideEffects.pdf 

  

Updated May 2022 

In an ongoing effort to protect bees and 

other pollinators, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) has developed 

pesticide labels that prohibit use of some 

neonicotinoid pesticide products where 

bees are present.  The labels have a “bee 

advisory box” and icon with information 

on routes of exposure and spray drift 

precautions to protect bees.  

For more information and to learn what 

EPA is doing to protect pollinators go to:  

http://www.epa.gov/pollinator-

protection 

https://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection/residual-time-25-bee-mortality-rt25-data
https://www.epa.gov/pollinator-protection/residual-time-25-bee-mortality-rt25-data
https://www.beewhere.calagpermits.org
https://www.beewhere.calagpermits.org
https://www.beewhere.calagpermits.org
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/county/countymap/
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/files/pdf/ReduceBeePesticideEffects.pdf
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/files/pdf/ReduceBeePesticideEffects.pdf
http://www2.epa.gov/pollinator-protection
http://www2.epa.gov/pollinator-protection
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