
 

 
 

[CHAPTER 12]
 

Addressing Public Concerns 
about Pesticides
 

DPR helps fund Spray Safe, 

a grower-sponsored program 


that encourages communication 

between farmers about planned 


pesticide applications.
 




As California’s population continues to grow, increasing numbers of people live  
DQG�ZRUN�QHDU�IDUPV��7KLV�SUHVHQWV�D�FRQWLQXLQJ�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�SHVWLFLGH�UHJXODWRUV��LQ� 
part because urban residents and farmers may have different perspectives on the pur-
pose and value of farmland. To growers, farmland is an economic resource supplying  
IRRG�DQG�¿EHU�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��)RU�IDUPHUV��HQFURDFKLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�RIWHQ�PHDQV�FRQ-
straints on routine operations such as pesticide applications, liability for trespassers,  
problems with theft and vandalism, and urban drivers on rural roads. Urban-oriented  
Californians value the open space farmland provides, a bucolic vision at odds with  
the noise of tractors at night, odors of animals, dust during plowing, and pesticides  
and fertilizers being sprayed near homes and schools. Those living next to farms  
RIWHQ�IHDU�WKDW�DJULFXOWXUDO�SHVWLFLGH�XVH�SXWV�WKHP�DW�ULVN� 

California has the nation’s strictest pesticide laws and regulations. Pesticide sales  
and use are tightly controlled. However, many of agriculture’s newest urban neigh-
bors consider these controls inadequate. They are concerned about toxic chemicals,  
including pesticides, and want a say in what will be used and when. Some farmers  
may view this as unwarranted interference in their business. The resulting friction 
KDV�RIWHQ�HVFDODWHG�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�VHH�GLVSXWLQJ�SDUWLHV�WXUQ�WR�ORFDO�RI¿FLDOV�� 
including county agricultural commissioners (CACs), pesticide regulators, and the  
media for resolution. 

PROMOTING COOPERATION AND UNDERSTANDING 

6LQFH�SHVWLFLGH�XVH�LV�RIWHQ�WKH�ÀDVK�SRLQW�RI�DJ�XUEDQ�FRQÀLFWV��'35�KDV�ODXQFKHG� 
several projects to promote better understanding and cooperation among neighbors. 

For example, DPR contracted with the University of California (UC) Agricultural 
,VVXHV�&HQWHU�WR�KROG�D������ZRUNVKRS�WR�DGGUHVV�FRQÀLFWV�DQG�VROXWLRQV�ZKHUH� 
XUEDQ�GHYHORSPHQW�OLHV�QH[W�WR�FRPPHUFLDO�DJULFXOWXUH��8&�SXEOLVKHG�ZRUNVKRS�SUR-
ceedings and continues to study the issue. DPR has provided training to CAC staff  
on how to hold public meetings on volatile issues. 

Spray Safe and Neighbors at the Edge 

In 2006, DPR provided a $50,000 grant to help expand Spray Safe, a grower-
sponsored effort aimed at reducing drift incidents by strengthening farmer-to-farmer  
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZKHQ�SHVWLFLGHV�DUH�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�DSSOLFDWLRQ��6SUD\�6DIH�ZDV�¿UVW� 
established in Kern County after series of incidents where drift affected large num-
EHUV�RI�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�VHYHUDO�UXUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��6SUD\�6DIH�GLVWULEXWHV�D�FKHFNOLVW�WR� 
UHPLQG�IDUPHUV�DQG�DSSOLFDWRUV�DERXW�SUHFDXWLRQV�WR�WDNH�ZKHQ�DSSO\LQJ�SHVWLFLGHV�� 
The program also sponsors annual meetings with growers, applicators and regulators  
to review regulations governing pesticide use.  

The Spray Safe Kern Project complemented a DPR-funded pesticide application 
QRWL¿FDWLRQ�V\VWHP�SLORW�HIIRUW�LQ�.HUQ�&RXQW\�GHVLJQHG�WR�LPSURYH�SURWHFWLRQV�WR� 
ZRUNHUV�DQG�RWKHUV�IURP�SHVWLFLGH�GULIW��6HW�XS�LQ������LQ�VRXWKHDVW�.HUQ�&RXQW\�� 
WKLV�QRWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�V\VWHP�VHQGV�DQ�H�PDLO�WR�HYHU\�QHLJKERULQJ� 
grower regarding proposed application of a restricted material. The e-mail includes 
the name of the grower, the location, the name of the restricted material to be applied 
and the date of the proposed application. The e-mail also contains a map of the pro-
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 posed application site along with grower contact information in case a neighboring 
grower needs to confer with the grower of the proposed application. 

,Q�������'35�FRQWUDFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�8&�&RRSHUDWLYH�([WHQVLRQ�WR�KROG�IRXU�ZRUN-
shops statewide entitled Neighbors at the Edge, which allowed land use planners,  
&$&V�DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLF�RI¿FLDOV�WR�PHHW�DQG�GLVFXVV�VROXWLRQV�WR�PLWLJDWLQJ�DJULFXO-
WXUDO�XUEDQ�FRQÀLFW� 
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Northwestern California Tribal Territories Herbicide Monitoring 
Project 

In parts of California, Native Americans have voiced concerns over the use of  
herbicides in private and public forests, in agricultural areas near ancestral territo-
rial lands and along roadsides and other rights-of-way. Their concerns have focused  
not only on the effect applications may have on forest plants that are the source of  
WUDGLWLRQDO�IRRGV��PHGLFLQHV�DQG�EDVNHWU\�PDWHULDOV��EXW�DOVR�RQ�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�RII�VLWH� 
PRYHPHQW�WR�ULYHUV��VWUHDPV�DQG�RWKHU�VRXUFHV�RI�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU��DQG�¿VK�DQG�ZLOG-
life habitats. 

7KHVH�XQLTXH�H[SRVXUH�VFHQDULRV�DUH�QRW�VSHFL¿FDOO\�DGGUHVVHG�LQ�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQWV� 
conducted by regulatory agencies. Although the U.S. Forest Service and the Cali-
IRUQLD�6WDWH�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�$JHQF\�KDYH�SURJUDPV�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WULEDO�UHSUHVHQWD-
tives to identify and protect designated areas from herbicide spraying, not all tribes  
SDUWLFLSDWH��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WULEDO�PHPEHUV�PD\�FROOHFW�SODQW�PDWHULDOV�LQ�XQLGHQWL¿HG� 
locations.  

At the request of several tribes in northwestern California, DPR in the mid-1990s  
EHJDQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URWHFWLRQ�$JHQF\�WR�UHVROYH�WKHLU� 
concerns. U.S. EPA provided funds to DPR and area CACs to hold community meet-
ings with Native Americans to identify joint projects to address concerns about the  
effect of pesticide use on their communities. As a result, the Environmental Monitor-
ing Branch began a multiyear project in 1996 to monitor surface waters, plants and  
other natural resources for residues of pesticides used in reforestation, weed control  
DQG�DJULFXOWXUH��7KH�¿QDO�SURMHFW�UHSRUW�LQ������IRXQG�WKDW�VRPH�KHUELFLGH�UHVLGXHV� 
drifted outside the forest areas treated. However, pesticide concentrations in water  
VDPSOHV�ZHUH�EHORZ�8�6��(3$¶V�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�IHGHUDO�RU� 
state-recommended level for freshwater protection. Four plant species were moni-
tored to determine the dissipation time for herbicides after application. Eighty days  
DIWHU�WUHDWPHQW��ORZ�UHVLGXH�OHYHOV�ZHUH�IRXQG��6DPSOHV�RI�¿VK�VKRZHG�QR�PHDVXU-
able levels of herbicides tested. 

In response to community public 
health concerns, DPR conducted 

air studies in the 1990s in 
Lompoc, Santa Barbara County. 

Lompoc Air Contaminant Project 

,Q�������'35�EHJDQ�ORRNLQJ�LQWR�KHDOWK�FRQFHUQV�RI�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�WKH�6DQWD�%DUEDUD� 
County community of Lompoc and the surrounding valley (population roughly  
43,500). Residents were concerned that pesticide applications in the vegetable- and 
ÀRZHU�JURZLQJ�UHJLRQ�ZHUH�FDXVLQJ�KHDOWK�SUREOHPV��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�&$&�� 
DPR staff held several community meetings to discuss health symptoms, pesti-
cide exposure, exposure to dust and pollen, effectiveness of regulatory controls in  
protecting citizens from pesticide exposure, quantities of pesticides used in the area,  
and available alternatives to pesticides. To allay community concerns, the CAC had  
placed several restrictions on pesticide applications in the area, including buffer  
zones around schools and homes. In 1995, DPR staff completed a report on pest  
management practices in the Lompoc Valley with an emphasis on crops grown, their  
associated pests and pest control practices, including use of pesticides and alterna-
tive pest control methods. In 1998, DPR completed an analysis of weather patterns  
in Lompoc. This analysis compared weather in Lompoc to 11 other coastal areas in  
California. The analysis indicated that pesticide air concentrations could be higher  
than the comparison areas because of differences in weather during some periods of  
the year. 
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,Q�������'35�IRUPHG�WKH�/RPSRF�,QWHUDJHQF\�:RUN�*URXS��/,:*��WR�EHWWHU� 
FRRUGLQDWH�HIIRUWV�WR�¿QG�RXW�LI�/RPSRF�UHVLGHQWV�VXIIHUHG�D�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWH�UDWH�RI� 
illness and if so, to discover the cause. The LIWG included community representa-
WLYHV�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�VWDII�IURP�IHGHUDO��VWDWH�DQG�FRXQW\�DJHQFLHV��7KH�/,:*�IRUPHG� 
several committees to develop recommendations addressing health concerns, to  
conduct a pesticide air monitoring strategy and to consider potential exposures from  
other environmental factors found in the area, such as crystalline silica, radon, pollen  
and mold.  

$W�'35¶V�UHTXHVW��&DOLIRUQLD�(QYLURQPHQWDO�3URWHFWLRQ�$JHQF\��&DO(3$��2I¿FH� 
of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) evaluated illnesses in the  
Lompoc area. OEHHA examined 1991 through 1994 hospital discharges, birth de-
fect rates and cancer incidence. OEHHA reported in 1998 that respiratory illnesses,  
in particular asthma and bronchitis, appeared to be elevated in Lompoc with respect  
to comparison areas. However, a later analysis that included data through 1997 found  
IHZ�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�LOOQHVV�UDWHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�/RPSRF�DUHD�DQG�VLPLODU�FRP-
munities. 

7R�¿QG�RXW�LI�SHVWLFLGHV�ZHUH�PRYLQJ�IURP�IDUP�¿HOGV�WR�QHDUE\�UHVLGHQWLDO�DUHDV�� 
DPR conducted preliminary monitoring for 12 pesticides in 1998. In 2000, DPR  
FRQGXFWHG�PRUH�H[WHQVLYH�DLU�PRQLWRULQJ�IRU����SHVWLFLGHV�RU�EUHDNGRZQ�SURG-
ucts widely used in the area and of potential health concern. Of the 31 pesticides  
RU�EUHDNGRZQ�SURGXFWV�PRQLWRUHG�LQ�WKH�WZR�SDUWV�RI�WKH�VWXG\�FRPELQHG��'35� 
detected 27 pesticides in one or more of the 241 samples collected. However, air  
concentrations were low compared with health screening levels. 

Because diatomaceous earth is mined in the Lompoc Valley, CalEPA’s Air Resourc-
HV�%RDUG�PRQLWRUHG�IRU�FU\VWDOOLQH�VLOLFD�LQ�������1R�VLJQL¿FDQW�DPRXQWV�ZHUH�IRXQG�� 

DPR participated in a 2010 
CalEPA investigation into birth 

defects in the Kings County town 
of Kettleman City. 

Kettleman City project 

In 2010, CalEPA and the state Department of Public Health (DPH) conducted 
environmental monitoring as part of an investigation of an apparent increase in the 
number of infants born with birth defects after 2006 in Kettleman City, in Kings 
County. Scientists from each of CalEPA’s board and departments, including DPR, 
participated in the project, assessing potential contaminants and testing for chemicals 
that could cause birth defects and other adverse health effects. 

([SHUWV�IURP�YDULRXV�VFLHQWL¿F�GLVFLSOLQHV�ZRUNHG�FROODERUDWLYHO\�WR�H[DPLQH�D� 
wide range of medical, environmental and other factors that might reasonably be as-
sociated with the reported birth defects. DPR compiled information for 19 pesticides  
XVHG�ZLWKLQ�¿YH�PLOHV�RI�.HWWOHPDQ�&LW\�EHWZHHQ�ODWH������DQG�������'35�WKHQ� 
estimated airborne pesticide levels in the community during that period. In the sum-
mer of 2010, DPR also tested air for 27 pesticides, including four that could cause  
ELUWK�GHIHFWV��7KH�UHVXOWV�VKRZHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�YHU\�XQOLNHO\�SHVWLFLGHV�FDXVHG�WKH�ELUWK� 
defects. Tests of agricultural soil found no evidence of pesticide levels that pose a  
KHDOWK�ULVN�FRQFHUQ� 

CalEPA’s investigation found levels of environmental pollutants in the air, water 
and soil of Kettleman City comparable to those found in other San Joaquin Valley 
FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�DJHQF\¶V�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�GLG�QRW�¿QG�D�VSHFL¿F�FDXVH� 
or environmental exposure among the mothers that would explain the increase in the 
number of children born with birth defects in Kettleman City. 

INCORPORATING ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 


CONSIDERATIONS INTO DPR PROGRAMS
 

(QYLURQPHQWDO�MXVWLFH��(-��LV�GH¿QHG�LQ�ODZ�DV�³WKH�IDLU�WUHDWPHQW�RI�SHRSOH� 
of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, 
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies” 
(Chapter 690, Statutes of 1999). CalEPA is designated as the lead agency in state 
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government for environmental justice programs. The law requires the agency and 
LWV�ERDUGV��GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�RI¿FHV�WR� 

• Ensure their programs are conducted in a manner that provides fair treatment of 
all races and income levels. 

• Promote greater public participation in the development and implementation of 
environmental policies. 

• Improve research data collection for environmental programs related to the 
health and safety of minorities and low-income populations. 
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Parlier Air Monitoring Project 

,Q�������&DO(3$�GHYHORSHG�LWV�(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH�$FWLRQ�3ODQ�ZKLFK�WDVNHG� 
WKH�ERDUGV��GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�RI¿FHV�WR�FRQGXFW�SLORW�SURMHFWV�WKDW�³IRFXV�RQ�HQYL-
URQPHQWDO�ULVN�IDFWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�HPLVVLRQV�GLVFKDUJH��H[SRVXUH��DQG�KHDOWK�ULVN�� 
that impact children’s health.” Because rural, agricultural communities may have 
higher concentrations of pesticides in ambient air compared with their urban coun-
WHUSDUWV��&DO(3$�DVNHG�'35�WR�SRVWSRQH�LWV�SODQQHG�$LU�0RQLWRULQJ�1HWZRUN�DQG� 
instead conduct focused air monitoring for one year in a Central Valley farming 
community. 

'35¶V�JRDO�ZDV�WR�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�DPRXQWV�RI�SHVWLFLGHV��LI�DQ\��ZHUH�LQ�WKH�DLU�RI� 
a rural community. DPR also wanted to evaluate people’s exposure to these pesti-
FLGHV�DQG�LGHQWLI\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�UHGXFH�KHDOWK�ULVN��SDUWLFXODUO\�WR�FKLOGUHQ��7KH� 
SURMHFW�GLIIHUHG�IURP�WKRVH�FRQGXFWHG�SUHYLRXVO\�E\�'35�LQ�WKDW�EHIRUH�ZRUN�EH-
gan, the department sought extensive public comment on project priorities and in 
selecting a community for monitoring. DPR evaluated 83 Central Valley communi-
ties on several EJ-related demographic factors (for example, number of children 
and nonwhite population), and for the relative use of pesticides the project was to 
monitor. DPR also considered air sampling feasibility, weather patterns, monitor-
ing stations for other air pollutants, availability of data on pesticides in ground 
water, and the potential for collaboration with organizations planning complemen-
tary or related studies. 

With their EJ orientation, all Action Plan projects stressed public participation. 
$�NH\�HOHPHQW�ZDV�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�/RFDO�$GYLVRU\�*URXSV��/$*V��WR�SURYLGH�LQSXW� 
RQ�KRZ�HDFK�SURMHFW�VKRXOG�EH�FDUULHG�RXW��$OWKRXJK�QRW�D�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�JURXS�� 
WKH����PHPEHU�3DUOLHU�/$*�IRUPHG�E\�'35�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�KRZ�WKH� 
department conducted the project. The LAG helped select pesticides to monitor, 
sampling sites and monitoring frequency. The LAG approved delaying the start of 
monitoring until January 2006 so DPR could spread the costs of the project over 
WZR�¿VFDO�\HDUV��DOORZLQJ�PRQLWRULQJ�WR�EH�GRQH�PRUH�RIWHQ�DQG�DW�PRUH�VLWHV�� 
CalEPA also encouraged use of the Internet to widen opportunities for public 
participation. DPR posted LAG meeting agendas and minutes, preliminary project 
UHVXOWV�DQG�WKH�¿QDO�SURMHFW�UHSRUW�RQ�LWV�ZHEVLWH���For more information on the 
Parlier project, see Chapter 10.) 

The air monitoring station in 

Parlier.
 

Air Monitoring Network 

In 2010, DPR began a long-term project to sample ambient air in the farming 
communities of Ripon, Shafter and Salinas. DPR uses data gathered to evaluate 
and improve protective measures against pesticide exposure. To select monitoring 
sites, DPR staff evaluated 226 candidate communities. Among other factors, staff 
considered demographic criteria related both to environmental justice and DPR 
programmatic priorities, for example, number of children under 18, representing a 
VXESRSXODWLRQ�'35�FRQVLGHUV�LQ�LWV�ULVN�DVVHVVPHQWV���For more information on the 
Air Monitoring Network, see Chapter 10.) 

In 2016, DPR reassessed its monitoring locations and other aspects of its Air 
0RQLWRULQJ�1HWZRUN��'35�VHOHFWHG�HLJKW�FRPPXQLWLHV�IRU�PRQLWRULQJ��LQFOXGLQJ� 
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DPR's toll-free Pest Line aids 
callers in contacting a local 

agricultural commissioner to 
report pesticide incidents. 

DPR's 2013 Strategic Plan and 
information about DPR's strategic 

planning can be found online: 
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/dept/ 

planning/stratmenu.htm 

continuing monitoring at Shafter. DPR evaluated 1,267 communities and selected 
four communities based on high use fumigant pesticides and four communities 
based on high use of organophosphate pesticides. (For more information on the Air 
Monitoring Network, see Chapter 10). 

Strategic planning 

DPR has also incorporated EJ considerations into the strategic plans that guide 
department priorities and programs. DPR’s 1997 Strategic Plan called for the de-
SDUWPHQW�WR�LPSURYH�LWV�³UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�WR�SXEOLF�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�SHVWLFLGH�DSSOL-
cation and potential impacts.” In the next strategic plan in 2001, one of four goals 
ZDV�WR�³(QVXUH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�MXVWLFH�´�7KH�REMHFWLYHV�WR�DFKLHYH�LW�IRFXVHG�RQ� 
LPSURYLQJ�HQIRUFHPHQW��³UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�VWURQJ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�SHVWLFLGH�ODZV�LV� 
WKH�FRUQHUVWRQH�RI�LPSURYLQJ�WKH�UHJXODWRU\�SURJUDP�DQG�UHGXFLQJ�SRWHQWLDO�ULVN�´ 

DPR's 2008 and 2013 Strategic Plan revisions ensured environmental justice 
ZDV�DPRQJ�¿YH�JRDOV���$OO�&DOLIRUQLDQV��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�UDFH��DJH��FXOWXUH��LQFRPH�� 
or geographic location, are protected from adverse environmental and health ef-
IHFWV�RI�SHVWLFLGHV���WKH������SODQ�VD\V� 

Meeting EJ concerns 

'35�KDV�DOVR�ZRUNHG�WR�PHHW�(-�FRQFHUQV�LGHQWL¿HG�E\�VWDNHKROGHUV��)RU� 
H[DPSOH��LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�³OLVWHQLQJ�VHVVLRQV´�'35�VSRQVRUHG�LQ�������FRPPXQLW\� 
members brought several EJ issues to the department’s attention. Community 
PHPEHUV�DVNHG�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�WR�LPSURYH�SXEOLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��RXWUHDFK��¿HOG�HQ-
forcement, and recognition and reduction of pesticide-related illnesses. They also 
advocated reinstatement of the Integrated Pest Management grants and doing more 
to encourage the adoption of least-toxic pest management strategies, particularly in 
public housing and government buildings. (The Alliance program was restored in 
2007. See Chapter 11 for more information. For improvements to enforcement, see 
Chapter 2.) 

,Q�������'35�IRUPHG�D�ZRUNJURXS�RI�VWDNHKROGHUV�IURP�(-�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�� 
regulated industries and other interested parties to develop advisory recommenda-
tions to guide the department’s development of an EJ implementation plan. The 
ZRUNJURXS�KDG����IDFLOLWDWHG�PHHWLQJV�EHWZHHQ�-XO\������DQG�$SULO�������:LWK� 
WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�D�FRQVXOWLQJ�¿UP�WKDW�PDQDJHG�DQG�IDFLOLWDWHG�WKH�PHHWLQJV��WKH� 
ZRUNJURXS�SUHVHQWHG�D�VHULHV�RI�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�WR�'35� 

DPR moved to address concerns raised in the listening sessions of the 2006-
�����(-�:RUN�*URXS��'35�KDG�EHHQ�FULWLFL]HG�IRU�IDLOLQJ�WR�SURYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
on how to recognize and report pesticide problems to communities affected by 
pesticide use. To help address this, in late 2006 DPR launched the automated, 
toll-free phone line Pest Line (1-87PestLine) that provides CAC phone numbers 
DQG�WKHQ�RIIHUV�WR�WUDQVIHU�WKH�FDOOHU�WR�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�&$&�RI¿FH��7KH�DXWRPDWHG� 
VHUYLFH��LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK��LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WLPHO\�¿OLQJ�RI�SHVWLFLGH� 
FRPSODLQWV²D�NH\�WR�VXFFHVVIXO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�� 

,Q�������'35�H[SDQGHG�ZRUNHU�VDIHW\�RXWUHDFK�E\�DVVLJQLQJ�D�IXOO�WLPH��ELOLQ-
JXDO�VWDII�PHPEHU�WR�OLDLVH�ZLWK�ZRUNHU�DGYRFDWHV��KHDOWK�SURIHVVLRQDOV�DQG�FRP-
PXQLW\�ZRUNHUV��7KLV�RXWUHDFK�VSHFLDOLVW�ZRUNV�ZLWK�RWKHU�'35�VWDII�WR�SURYLGH� 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�SHVWLFLGH�VDIHW\�DQG�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�HPSOR\HHV�WR�¿OH�FRQ¿GHQWLDO� 
FRPSODLQWV�DERXW�SHVWLFLGH�H[SRVXUH��(DFK�\HDU��'35�VWDII�WDNHV�SDUW�LQ�PRUH�WKDQ� 
30 community meetings, health conferences and other events to promote pesticide 
VDIHW\�IRU�ZRUNHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��6WDII�DOVR�SURPRWHV�SHVWLFLGH�VDIHW\�LQ�JXHVW� 
appearances on Spanish-language media outlets in the Central Valley 

In 2008, DPR published its Community Guide to Recognizing and Reporting 
Pesticide Problems in both English and Spanish. The 34-page guide offers plain-
language explanations that focus on practical solutions for real-world situations. 
The guide has become a popular reference for public health agencies, emergency 
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UHVSRQGHUV��FRPPXQLW\�DGYRFDWHV��LQGXVWU\��ORFDO�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DQG� 
individuals with pesticide questions or complaints. Topics include step-by-step 
instructions on what to do in a pesticide emergency, a discussion of pesticide drift 
DQG�RGRU��DQG�D�FKHFNOLVW�WR�XVH�ZKHQ�UHSRUWLQJ�D�SHVWLFLGH�LQFLGHQW��7KH�JXLGH�ZDV� 
prepared in consultation with CACs, who act as DPR’s local enforcement agents. 
7KH�¿UVW�SULQWLQJ�RI�������(QJOLVK�FRSLHV�UDQ�RXW�TXLFNO\��'35�SULQWHG�VHYHUDO� 
thousand more copies early in 2009, including a Spanish-language version targeted 
for distribution at ethnic venues. DPR posted the guide online and sent it to more 
than 900 community health centers, county health departments and to every public 
library in the state. California Poison Control Centers use it for staff training. DPR 
outreach specialists distribute it at and other safety information at health and com-
munity fairs in Latino communities. 

DPR staff have also conducted training for emergency personnel on how to re-
VSRQG�WR�SHVWLFLGH�LQFLGHQWV��,Q�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�&DO(3$¶V�2I¿FH�RI�(QYLURQPHQ-
WDO�+HDOWK�+D]DUG�$VVHVVPHQW��WKH\�DOVR�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�FOLQLFV�DQG�PHGL-
cal organizations to conduct physician training on recognition of pesticide-related 
illnesses. In 2011, DPR funded a project to train Latino community members who 
serve as liaisons between their community and health and social service organi-
zations on how to recognize symptoms of pesticide exposure, the importance of 
reporting suspected exposure, and where to refer exposed persons to obtain advice, 
DQG�RU�PHGLFDO�FDUH� 

7KH�GHSDUWPHQW�KDV�WDNHQ�VWHSV�WR�HQVXUH�SXEOLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�UHJXODWRU\�SUR-
FHVVHV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�SRWHQWLDOO\�DIIHFWHG�SDUWLHV�WKDW�PLJKW�RWKHUZLVH�EH�RYHUORRNHG� 
RU�H[FOXGHG��,Q�������'35�RSHQHG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VHOHFWLQJ�SHVWLFLGHV�IRU�ULVN� 
DVVHVVPHQW�WR�SXEOLF�FRPPHQW�DQG�SRVWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�GR]HQ�FRPSOHWHG�ULVN�DV-
VHVVPHQWV�RQOLQH��'35�LV�DOVR�PDNLQJ�ULVN�PDQDJHPHQW�PRUH�WUDQVSDUHQW�DQG�RSHQ� 
WR�SXEOLF�FRPPHQW���5LVN�PDQDJHPHQW�LV�KRZ�'35�GHFLGHV�ZKHWKHU�DQ�DVVHVVHG� 
ULVN�SUHVHQWV�D�SXEOLF�KHDOWK�FRQFHUQ�DQG��LI�VR��ZKDW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�WR�UHGXFH�WKH� 
ULVN���)RU�H[DPSOH��LQ�������'35�KHOG�WZR�SXEOLF�ZRUNVKRSV�LQ�7XODUH�WR�REWDLQ� 
IHHGEDFN�RQ�SURSRVHG�FRQWUROV�IRU�SHVWLFLGHV�WKDW�JHQHUDWH�PHWK\O�LVRWKLRF\DQDWH� 
�0,7&���7KHVH�ZRUNVKRSV�ZHUH�KHOG�LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK� 

DPR routinely schedules regulatory hearings outside the Sacramento area at 
times and places convenient to local residents, with simultaneous translation into 
6SDQLVK��.H\�UXOHPDNLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�DUH�URXWLQHO\�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�6SDQLVK��7R�IXU-
WKHU�LQFUHDVH�WUDQVSDUHQF\�LQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��LQ������'35�UHTXLUHG�DOO�SURJUDP� 
PDQDJHUV�DQG�VXSHUYLVRUV�WR�WDNH�¿YH�GD\V�RI�WUDLQLQJ�RQ�KRZ�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�SXEOLF� 
ZDV�PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQV�WKH\�PDNH�RQ�SROLFLHV�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV��'35�VHW� 
up an e-mail Listserv focusing on EJ and routinely sends out announcements about 
web postings of interest, public meetings, regulatory developments and activities 
RI�LQWHUHVW�WR�(-�VWDNHKROGHUV� 

'35�VWDII�DOVR�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�8�6��(3$�%RUGHU������SURMHFW��D�VWDWH�DQG�IHGHUDO� 
initiative to help Mexican agencies set up and manage pesticide safety programs. 
For example, DPR staff assisted in training Mexican growers and applicators on 
the safe use of pesticides. 

)RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�'35
V�(QYLURQPHQWDO�-XVWLFH�SURJUDPV��VHH�KWWS���ZZZ�FGSU� 
FD�JRY�GRFV�HQYMXVW� 

Community Guide to Recognizing 
and Reporting Pesticide Problems. 

As part of its environmental 
justice efforts, DPR works with 

community groups like the 
Fresno Environmental Reporting 

Network to monitor and help 
solve issues that threaten the 

health of community members. 
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http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/envjust/
http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/envjust/



