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In This
Presentation
We Will
Discuss




PCA Background

e What is a PCA?

e What is Agricultural Use?




What is a PCA?

A Pest Control Adviser (PCA) is any
person who:

- Offers recommendations on any
agricultural use of pesticides,

- Holds himself/herself as an authority
on any agricultural use, or

- Solicits services or sales for any
agricultural use

« PCAs specialize in pest management
and recommend use of pesticides and
other alternatives.

« PCAs provide written recommendations
on agricultural use.



What is “Agricultural
Use”?

e The use of any pesticide, method, or device to
control pests or

e The use of any pesticide for regulating plant
growth or defoliation of plants

e It excludes the sale or use of pesticides in
properly labeled packages or containers that are
intended for:

e Home use
e Industrial or Instructional use
e Structural pest control

e Controlling pests and diseases of animals under
the written prescription of a veterinarian

e Local districts or public agencies operating under a
cooperative agreement with the State Department of
Health Services




Importance of PCAs
in the Agricultural
Field

« Why PCAs are Necessary
« PCA Career Opportunities



Why are PCAs
Necessary?

%

PCAs provide
important
educational
information
about
agricultural
pesticide
products and

their uses

v/

PCAs are focused
and very
knowledgeable in
at least one area
of pest

management

PCAs meet the
California
Environment
Quality Act
(CEQA)
requirement to
ensure use of
pesticides is the
best alternative
based on site

specifics



PCA Career Opportunities

« Working for Hire

Most PCAs are
self employed
and work for
growers

« Working for
Industry

« Agricultural
companies

« Pest Control
Dealer
companies

« Working for
Government

« County
« State

- Federal




How to Qualify for a License

e PCA License Requirements
e PCA License Categories
e Minimum Education Requirements

e Core Areas of Study




PCA License Requirements

« The PCA license has specific minimum educational and/or technical experience
requirements.

« DPR extensively reviews and approves PCA applications to ensure minimum
requirements have been met prior to individuals taking the examination.

« Once approved, the applicant must pass:

1. Laws, Regulations and Basic Principles exam

2. At least one pest control category exam




PCA License Categories

. t ies include:
« PCAs must pass at least one of Categories inclua

the category exams and must be A. Insects, Mites, and Other

licensed in categories in which Invertebrates

they will be making B. Plant Pathogens

recommendations
Nematodes

o O

. Vertebrates
E. Weeds
F. Defoliation

G. Plant Growth Regulators



PCA Minimum Education Requirements

(3 CCR 6550)

Option #1: Bachelor’s Option #2: Ph.D. (No
Degree + Educational educational
requirements needed requirements or

technical experience
needed)

Option #3: No
Degree + Educational
requirements and
technical experience
needed




Option #1: Bachelor’s Degree

« Bachelor’s Degree in: == Educational Requirements

« Agricultural Science « 42 semester or 63 quarter
units in core course areas
« Biological Sciences
« 2.0 GPA or greater for courses
« Natural Sciences used on the PCA minimum
requirements form
« Pest Management
« Work experience may be used
in place of classes for a total
of 9 semester or 13.5 quarter
units



Option #2: Doctoral Degree

« Ph.D. in:

« Agricultural Science

« Biological Sciences
« Natural Sciences

« Pest Management



Option #3: No Degree

No degree, or

No degree in an accepted area
of study

== Educational Requirements

« 42 semester or 63 quarter
units in core course areas

« 2.0 GPA or greater for courses
used on the PCA minimum
requirements form

#= 24 months of combined
Technical Experience




. @
Ya

Physical and Biological Sciences (12 semester units or 18

quarter units)

Crop Health (9 semester units or 13.5 quarter units)

Pest Management Systems and Methods (6 semester units or

9 quarter units) + one Integrated Pest Management course

Production Systems (6 semester units or 9 quarter units)

Electives (9 semester units or 13.5 quarter units)

Core Course
Areas

42 Semester or 63

Quarter Units are

required for Option #1
and Option #3



Physical and Biological
Sciences

12 Semester / 18 « Includes courses such as:

Quarter Units « Inorganic chemistry

« Biochemistry

« Plant Biology/Botany
« Ecology

« Biology

« Genetics

« Plant Physiology

« Zoology




Crop Health

9 Semester / 13.5
Quarter Units

Includes courses such as:

Plant Pathology
Economic Entomology
Soils

Irrigation

Weed/Weed Science
Vegetation Management

Plant Nutrition

*Non-Traditional Courses




Pest Management Systems

and Methods

6 Semester / 9
Quarter Units

Includes courses such as:
« Plant Pathology

« Entomology

- Weed Science

« Biological Control

- Pesticides

« Alternate Cropping
Systems

*Non-traditional courses

**Work Experience

Requirement: One
course emphasizing
Integrated Pest
Management (IPM)
principles




Production Systems

6 Semester / 9 « Includes courses such as:

Quarter Units « Horticulture

 Viticulture
« Forestry

« Agronomy

« Crop Production

« Vegetable or Fruit Science

« Animal Production, Reproduction, Nutrition
*Non-traditional courses

**Work Experience



Electives

9 Semester / 13.5 « Includes any courses listed in:

Quarter Units « Crop Health

« Pest Management Systems and Methods
« Production Systems

*Non-traditional courses may be used if focused on Crop
Health, Pest Management Systems and Methods, or
Production Systems

**Work Experience may only be used if focused on Pest
Management Systems and Methods or Production Systems



*Non-Traditional Courses

« May receive 3 semester/4.5 quarter units + Courses include:
for Crop Health, Pest Management
Systems and Methods, or Production « Senior Project
Systems
« Internship
« Documentation Required:
« Thesis
« Course description, syllabus, or other
course documentation from an « Cooperative Work Experience
instructor that shows course content
« Independent Study
« Justification of course category
» Enterprise Project

« Dissertation



**Work Experience

3 semester or 4.5 quarter units may
be approved for 12 consecutive
months of fulltime work experience
in the qualifying core course areas:

« Pest Management Systems and

Methods
« Production Systems
« Electives

12 months of full-time work
experience can only be used once in
each qualifying category. Work
experience cannot replace all core
courses.

Applicants can use a total of 36
months of fulltime work experience
to earn a total of 9 semester units or
13.5 quarter units for all three
categories.

Work Experience may NOT be used
in Physical and Biological Sciences or
Crop Health categories.



Technical Experience (Option #3)

« 24 months technical
experience working:

For a licensed PCA

For a pest management
specialist (farm adviser,
commercial/private
applicator, or dealer)

As a field sweeper, field
checker, or scout

In field or lab research
relating to pest control

In agricultural pest control
activities for a federal, state,
or county entity

« As a QAL employed by a
licensed pest control business

« As a farm operator for
agricultural pest control

« As a certified Crop Adviser from
American Society of Agronomy
(ASA)

« Up to 12 months of the following technical
experience can be used:

« Qualified applicator licensee in category B
or K for a licensed pest control business

« Structural pest control operator or field
representative for a registered structural
pest control company



The Difference Between Work
Experience and Technical Experience

WORK EXPERIENCE

Used to replace a course in a core
category

Must be 12 consecutive months of
relevant, full-time work to earn credit

Requires documentation such as a letter
from the employer/supervisor outlining:

« Job duties (relating to Pest
Management / Production
Systems)

« Approximate hours per week

« Length of employment

« Contact information from the
person writing the letter

TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE
Required for Option #3

Can be combined with other
experiences (at least 24 months)

Requires documentation such as a letter
from the employer/supervisor outlining:

« Relevant work experience/job
duties according to 3 CCR 6550

« Approximate hours per week

« Length of employment

« Contact information from the
person writing the letter



How to Check
PCA Courses for

DPR Approval

Where to find Approved
Courses on the DPR Website

Approved PCA Course List




Where to Find
Approved PCA Courses

RA Official website of the State of Califomnia 1 Help @ Iranslate
State of California
5 ; Search
dpf Department of Pesticide Regulation [ ser n

« Scan the QR code to direct to the list of Y e e e " 2

approved PCA courses or visit the DPR
. . . Protecting People and

website at www.cdpr.ca.gov. If navigating to the Environment

t h e W e b S i t e . Pest management is critical to
. support the health and resiliency of
our food supply and agricultural
sector and to protect public health,

e Open the “Professional Licensing” tab at the envionment and our

infrastructure. At DPR we protect
people and the environment through

t h e t O p Of t h e p a g e our regulation of pesticides and by

fostering sustainable pest
management. Our vision is pest
management that is safe, effective,

L4 C I i C k O n “ A p p | y fo r a L i C e n S e " and sustainable for all Californians

and our environment.

e Scroll down to the “Pest Control Adviser

Sducailion Requiremens” SeElon Pest Control Adviser Education Requirements

° C I I C k on t h S " L I st Of A p p rove d P CA These Approved Courses were evaluated and meet the education requirements of California
Courses” button Code of Regulations Section 6550.

List of Approved PCA Courses 4+ 3

If you are a first time PCA applicant or university or college staff member and have questions
about the PCA application process, minimum education course requirements or how to get a
course approved by DPR, please contact us at: PCAmail@cdpr.ca.gov.



http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/

Approved PCA
Courses List

* Not all colleges are listed on DPR's Approved Pest Control Adviser (PCA) Courses
web page

. . On this Page These Approved Courses were evaluated and meet the education requirements of California Code
e Community colleges are listed by of Regulations Section 6550,

Resources for Students and o . .
Below are the Department of Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) list of college courses that are currently

d i St r i Ct n O t U n d e r e a C h I n d i \% I d u a I college Frofessers approved to meet the PCA minimum education requirements.

Sign Up for Email Updates

COlIege Course Title
e If you are unsure as to which School COrelc..,tegmy
v Select a core category v
district your college is in, please B P

refer to:

e California Community Colleges
Chancellor’s Office website



Out-of-State Colleges

« Only California colleges are listed on the PCA Approved
Course List

« If a school is not found on the approved list, please use the
available list as reference when completing the PCA minimum
requirements form to determine where your courses can be
applied



How to Submit PCA
Courses for DPR Approval

e Review courses before applying

e Process to submit courses

e PCA Application Packet



Review
Courses
Before

Applying

Please send all
documentation to

PCAmail@cdpr.ca.gov

AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISER
CORE COURSE AND/OR WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS
FOR NEW LICENSE APPLICANTS

P, =3

4wt (R, 1

This form must be Submited with your ™

wbmetted. Nor
(w5 Berir Poject e, Soopersvs York Exparince. ndapertert S, Deserai, Those Enerivien Proect) d wock

oPR you mast the requiremants.

PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES (minimum of 12 semester or 18 quarter units) inchudes courses such as
introduction 1o inorganic chemistry, organic chemistry, biochemistry, plant biology or botany, general ecology, biokogy

genetics. plant ghysiology. and 200iog
Course Code / No. Course Tille Course Quarter ‘Semester
Grade Units Units
Total Units

CROP HEALTH (inium of 8 semeste of 135 quarter unts) nchudes inroducory courses such 03 vegelathe
weeds malogy. plant nutition o fertilty, nemat and
ertayate management. e ourses b #ats and iripaton. Th dracicr Ty Qrant 3 sermaster of 4.5 quariar as crac
for a curment crop adviser certficate accredited by the Amenican Society of Agronomy. Additional credit may also be given
for ourses *

Course Code/ No, Course Tite Course Quarier | Semester
Grade Units Units.
Total Units

PEST MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS AND METHODS (minimum of § semester or 8 quarter units) includes at leas! one

course Integrated Pest principles; plant pathology. vegetation

management or weed science, and other pest management discipines; and courses related to biological control,

pesticides, pest Conkiol equipment sys1ems, the use of pesticides, allemalive CroppIng Sys1ems, and SUSLANAbIE of

‘arganic agricultural systems. The direcior may grant 3 semester or u

work experience. Please refer 10 the TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE table. Addibonal credit may also be given for
courses”

Couse Codel No. Course Tille Course Quarer | Semester
Grade Units Units.
Total U

PRODUGTION SYSTEMS (minimum of & semester or 9 quarter nits) includes courses such as horticulture; viticulture;
foresiry: agronomy; Giop, vegetable, fruit, or animal scences; of Giher production systems. The director may grant 3
semester or 4.5 uarter unifs eredi for one year of fullime relaled work experience. Please refer o the TECHNICAL

EXPERIENCE table. Additional cradit may aiso be given for cou
Course Code / No. Course Title Course Quarter ‘Semester
Grade Units Units
Total Units

ELECTIVES (riekmum of 9 semesicr o 13,5 quarke i) incode corses sl in Grop Heath, P Managernent

for a courtesy review. e

TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE (24 moniths) is required if you do not meet the bachelor's degree o doctoral degree
requirement in agricultural sciences, biological sciences, natural sciences, of pest management. Work experience may
ls0 be used to FUl part of the core: course requirements for Pest Management Systers and Methods, and Production

Systems. Documentation verifying work experience is required (.. etter from employer. pay stub)
Description of Technical Experience Tength of Time
(Number of Months andior Years)

“The irecior may grant 3 semester or 4.5 quarter unis for nontradisonal courses such as Senior Project, Intemship.
Cooparative Work Experience,Indspendent Sudy, Dissenation Thess, and Entrpriss Projec ineach s aea o Crop
Health, Pest and Product b tying
ecuired (e, course descripbon and justification for the course category).

c Attended (submit

College Degreeis)
Date Granted

Date Granted
Date Granted __

Major:

Minimum Core Course and/or Work Experience Requirements Exomption

1 you previousiy possessed a vaid California Agricutural Pest Control Adviser License, you are exempt from meeting the

However, you must stil pass the required examinations.
Please submit the application. appropriate fee, and a copy of your expired license. If an expired license is unavailable,
provide the following information:

Adviser License No. License Issuance Date:

e Applicants who are unsure if they meet
the PCA qualifications can send in unofficial
transcripts for review

e Complete and send a PCA minimum
requirements form with the classes that
best fit the core categories (located in the
PCA packet)

e If a course cannot be approved based on
the course description alone, submit a
course syllabus or outline, detailing what
the course entails


mailto:PCAmail@cdpr.ca.gov

« For individual course reviews,
please request a form, fill it out
and send for review.

e It must include:

« School name

« Course name and course
number

« Number of units

« Semester or Quarter
system

« Course description

« Course category

Process to
Submit
Courses
Individually

Courses to be Reviewed by DPR for the PCA License Minimum
Education Requirements

College/University Name:
Course Title: ___

Course Number: _ — Number of Units: ____ [Osemester [JQuarter
Detailed Course Description:

PCA Core Course Category:
D Physical and Biological Sciences [_'Crop Health
[[Jpest Management Systems and Methods [ Production Systems

College/University Name:
Course Title

Course Number: NumberofUnits: _____ []Semester [JQuarter

Detailed Course Description:

PCA Core Course Category:
[C]Physical and Biological Sciences ] crop Health
:_] Pest Management Systems and Methods ::] Production Systems

College/University Name:
Course Title: ___ R
Course Number: __ Number of Units: [JSemester JQuarter

Detailed Course Description:

PCA Core Course Category:
D Physical and Biological Sciences :] Crop Health
:_] Pest Management Systems and Methods :] Production Systems




PCA
Application
Packet

Scan the QR
code for the
PCA Application
Packet

« When filling out, please include the following:

Applicant information (such as, First/Last
name, D.O.B., Mailing Address, etc.)

Exams that you would like take and
appropriate fees (new applicant, exam fees)
« Exams are computer based at multiple

sites throughout the state
« Recommended to complete no more
than 1-2 exams during each session

Examination Schedule (PLEASE LEAVE
BLANK)

Any reasonable accommodation if applicable

Any disciplinary action documentation taken
against the applicant if applicable

Applicant signature



« Include all of the following materials for the PCA application packet
and mail to DPR:

Exams you want to take and appropriate fees

Completed minimum requirements form

Official transcripts for ALL courses used on PCA minimum

requirements form (PR-PML-085)

« Hardcopies must be sealed and unopened and included with
application

« Emailed copies must be submitted from a designated college
or transcript service

Any work experience documentation (letter) if applicable

Any course approval documentation (course approval forms,
emails, etc.)

Copy of Official Government ID (drivers license) showing
you are 18+ years of age

« As of January 1, 2024, a minimum age of 18 years old must
be met prior to admission to examinations. You must submit

PCA
Application
Packet
Materials

a copy of valid government-issued documentation

Mailing Address:

Department of Pesticide
Regulation

Attn: Cashier MS-4A
PO Box 4015

Sacramento, CA 95812-4015




What Happens After Passing the PCA
Exams

« The license becomes valid once it is posted on
the Valid License List on the DPR website. The
“Valid License List” is updated daily.

« Important renewal information with the license
will be mailed to the address provided on the
application.

« DPR license and certificate cycles are valid for
two years. Be aware when your license is due for

renewal. Scan QR code to
view the current
- Register with the County Agricultural valid license list!

Commissioners in the county listed on the
application and each county where
recommendations are made.



For More Information About the PCA License, Please Visit
Our Website:

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license /adviser.htm

Or email us at:

PCAmail@cdpr.ca.gov



http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/adviser.htm
mailto:PCAmail@cdpr.ca.gov
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