Regulation of
Pesticides In
California




The Department of Pesticide Regulation
protects human and the environment
by fostering sustainable pest
management and regulating pesticides.



Regulating pesticides

Federal

State

County

Primary authority for registering pesticides
Sets federal laws for safe use of pesticides
Oversees enforcement authorities delegated to
states

Evaluates and registers pesticides for use in CA
Implements statutes and makes regulations
Oversees enforcement authorities delegated to
the County Agricultural Commissioners
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Under supervision of DPR, County Agricultural
Commissioners are local authorities enforcing
pesticide use laws

Conducts inspections, investigations, and takes
enforcement actions

@



Strengthening Pesticide Use Enforcement -

An integral part of DPR’s Strategic Plan

DPR’s 2024-2028 Strategic Plan outlines goals and objectives to support increased access to sustainable pest
management alternatives, improved timelines for evaluating pesticide risk, strengthened statewide
enforcement, and increased transparency into DPR’s priorities and decision-making.

One key commitment is:

"By 2027, update and implement pesticide use enforcement response policies and regulations to
support statewide consistency and improve outcomes for all Californians, with a focus on
disadvantaged communities impacted by pesticide use."

Updating the regulations setting penalties for breaking pesticide use laws supports DPR’s goal for consistent
and corrective enforcement.
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DPR’s Current Enforcement Response Regulations
(3CCR 6128 - 6130)

Ensures uniformity in how CACs determine administrative civil penalties for pesticide use violations
in the agricultural or structural use of pesticides or use of any fumigant.

* 3 CCR section 6128 - Establishes the enforcement response CACs must follow when there is a violation.

* 3 CCR section 6130 - Establishes a violation classification system (Class A, Class B, or Class C) with
fine ranges for each class.
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Current Enforcement Response Options

e C(Class A

* A formal referral to District Attorney, City Attorney, or Circuit Prosecutor, or the Director or
Structural Control Board Registrar for a statewide licensing action.

 An enforcement action. If the formal referral was declined, then the commissioner shall proceed
with an enforcement response.

e C(Class B

A formal referral, an enforcement action, or a compliance action with a decision report provided
there has not been a Class A or B violation within the past two years.

o A decision report is a written record of the basis for a commissioner’s decision not to take an
enforcement action.

e C(Class C

 An enforcement action or a compliance action.



Development of Proposed Changes

Existing regulations lack clarity resulting in uneven responses to similar violations,

* DPRidentified inconsistencies among CACs when responding to violations
using CAC’s enforcement response data from January 2023 through September

2025.

* DPR evaluates every CAC’s pesticide regulatory program at least once every
three years, including the enforcement response program.

In 2023, U.S. EPA completed an audit on the California Counties Priority Episodes and
made regulatory recommendations, including better documentation of fine
determination and for CACs to consider statewide enforcement history for priority

incidents.



Development of Proposed Changes

* In 2024, DPR amended 3CCR 6130 to increase maximum fines to $15,000 for
Class A violations and $3,000 for Class B violations, consistent with statutory
maximumes.

* In 2025, DPR held a webinar to get feedback on additional changes to improve
enforcement response, including proposed concepts for aligning penalties and
nature of violations, adjusting minimum fine levels, improving statewide fine
amounts, and general process improvements. Several public comments were
considered when drafting the proposed regulatory language.



Enforcement
Response
Regulations -
Proposed Changes



Enforcement Response Regulations - Proposed

Changes

Violation Classification
Decision Report

Civil Penalty Ranges

Referral of Violations to Other Agencies

Review of Notice of Proposed Action

Annual Enforcement Report

Scan for link to
proposed regulations
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Proposed Change - Violation Classification
(3CCR 6130)

Class A(1) and Class A(2) violations (3CCR 6130[b][1] & [2])
e Class A(1) is a violation that caused a health hazard.

* Class A(2) is a violation that caused property or environmental hazard.

Class B (3CCR 6130[b][3])

e Clarifies these are not designated as any Class A or Class C.

Class C (3CCR 6130([b][4])

e Exhaustive list of code sections, focused on business registrations.
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Proposed Change - Decision Reports for Class B
Violations (3CCR 6128)

This action is allowed when there are no previous Class As or Class B violations of
the same violative conduct. (3CCR 6128|c])

o Define "same violative conduct" (3CCR 6128/[b])

Repeated instances of the same type of action or omission that violates a legal requirement arising
under Division 6 or 7 of the California Food and Agricultural Code, or any regulation issued pursuant to
Division 6 or 7 of the California Food and Agricultural Code.

Lengthens violation history review from two years to five years.

Increased CAC justification requirements. (3CCR 6128]e])

Decision report due to DPR 150 days from incident date to allow for additional
investigation by the CAC. (3CCR 6128[d])
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Proposed Change - DPR Review of Decision Reports

(3CCR 6130)

e After the commissioner submits the decision report to the Director, the director

has 30 days to review and discuss the decision report with the commissioner.
(3CCR 6130[d])

* The decision report must be approved or denied by the Director no later than 180
days from the initial compliance action. (3CCR 6130/[d])

 The Director shall deny a decision report. (3CCR 6130[f])
o Decision report is not submitted within 150 days of the compliance action.

o Decision report is insufficient.
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Proposed Change: Civil Penalty Ranges
(3CCR 6130)

Civil penalty action must be taken on the highest violation class in the incident.
(3CCR 6130[a])
Establishes ranges for Class A(1) and Class A(2) (3CCR 6130[c][1]& [2])

e Class A(1): $3,000 - $15,000.

e Class A(2): $1,200 - $15,000.

Class A(1) and Class A(2) penalty increase. (3CCR 6130 [d])
* Triggered by past Class A violations within 5 years (phased in)

* Penalty increases by at least 20% from the minimum or from prior violation.

Raises minimum fine for Class B violations to $300. (3CCR 6130[c][3])
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Proposed Change - Referral of Violations to Other
Agencies (3CCR 6128)

CACs may refer violations to more than one agency. (3CCR 6128[c][1][A] &[2][[A])

CAC must refer violations found during multijurisdictional priority investigations (FAC
12999.6(a)) to DPR. (3CCR 6128[h])

Reportable Investigations (3CCR 6128[qg])
* Updated reference to Three Party Memorandum of Understanding

* Require notification and opportunity to participate to District Attorney, City Attorney, or Circuit
Prosecutor at the start of the investigation and when the investigation is completed in

accordance with Section X of the MOU.

Investigations must be completed by CAC even after a referral. (3CCR 6128][i])
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Proposed Change - Notice of Proposed
Action (NOPA) Review
(3CCR 6130[f)

For human health incidents meeting Reportable Incident Criteria

* NOPA must be sent to DPR prior to issuance of the NOPA and no later than 90
days prior to the expiration of the statute of limitations.

 DPR has 45 days to respond or at a later time agreed upon by the Director and
CAC.
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Proposed Change - Annual Enforcement Report
(3CCR 6132)

Adopt new regulation requiring DPR to annually publish an enforcement report

describing any enforcement actions taken by DPR under Food and Agricultural Code
(FAC) section 12999.6(c).

FAC 12999.6(c) allows DPR, under certain conditions, to take enforcement actions for
use violations instead of the CAC (for example: multi-jurisdictional investigations).
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Comment Period Ends July 28, 2026

Via email/ Por correo electronico :
dpr26002@cdpr.ca.gov

Via Mail/ Por correo :
Lauren Otani
Senior Environmental Scientist
(Specialist)
Department of Pesticide Regulation
1001 I Street, P.O. Box 4015
Sacramento, California 95812-4015

SmartComment

SmartComment and email comments must
be received by July 28, 2026. Written
comments that are submitted via U.S. mail
must be postmarked no later than July 28,
2026.

SmartComment y los comentarios por correo
electronico deben recibirse antes del 28 de
julio de 2026. Los comentarios escritos
enviados por correo postal de EE. UU. deben
tener matasellos a mas tardar el 28 de julio
de 2026.
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