
What beekeepers can do 
to help protect bees! 

BEEKEEPERS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN THE 

PROTECTION OF MANAGED BEES PLACED IN 

AGRICULTURAL SETTINGS FOR POLLINATION 

SERVICES AND  FORAGING 

Do not place hives in fields 

treated with insecticides 

that are highly toxic to bees 

until at least 48 to 72 hours 

after the application. Be 

aware of insecticides with 

longer residual hazards to 

bees. It has been reported 

that 50-90% of bee deaths occur during the first 24 hours 

after an application. Source: How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from Pesticides 

Follow insecticide label directions when treating 

hives for pests such as Varroa mite.  Use caution 

when using pesticides for controlling pests in 

and around hives and beekeeping storage areas.  

Be sure to use pesticides labeled for the intended 

use of the product and follow all label directions. 

Co mmu n i c a t i o n  a n d  Co o p e r a t i o n -  

K e y s  t o  Pro t e c t i n g  B e e s  

• I d e n t i f y  a n d  r e g i s t e r  h i ve s  wi t h  lo ca l  C AC

• Co m m u n i ca t e  a nd  co l l ab o r a te  wi t h  g r o wer

• Le t  g r o we r  k no w wh e n / wh e r e  b e e s  a r e  p l ace d

• D et e r mi n e  i f  t h e  a c r e ag e  wa s  r e ce n t l y  t r e a t e d

• As k gr o wer  ab o u t  p l a n ned  us e  o f  p e s t i c id e s

• E n s ure  c l ea n  wa te r  s o ur ce  i s  a va i l ab l e  fo r  b ees

• F eed  b ee s  to  p r e v e n t  lo n g  d i s t a nc e  fo r a g i n g

• Fo l lo w p es t i c id e  l ab e l  d i r ec t io n s  wh e n  u sed

• I n sp ec t  b e e s  r e g u la r l y  to  id e n t i f y  p r o b le ms  ea r l y

• Rep o r t  s us p ec ted  lo ss  o r  ha r m to  b e e s  to  lo c a l  C AC

“Communicate with the grower about developing  mutually beneficial 

solutions to pest control  problems while bees are present for  

pollination services.” Source: How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from 

Pesticides 

Identify hives and register apiaries with the local  
County Agricultural Commissioner (CAC)  on the 
BeeWhere site and report loss from pesticide related 
bee incidents to the CAC 

  Contact the local CAC by visiting the California

Department of Food and Agriculture website at:

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/county/countymap/

  

 

Updated May 2022 

Further information on reducing the exposure to bees from pesticides 
can be found in “How to Reduce Bee Poisoning from Pesticides” - 

A Pacific Northwest  Extension Publication • PNW 591 at:  http://

www.cdfa.ca.gov/files/pdf/ReduceBeePesticideEffects.pdf 

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/exec/county/countymap/
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/files/pdf/ReduceBeePesticideEffects.pdf
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