
1

Notification and Hazard Communication 2009
Jim Walsh and Kevin Solari



2

Amended Regulatory Sections
Title 3. California Code of Regulations (3 CCR)

Division 6. Pesticides and Pest Control Operations

Chapter 3. Pest Control Operations.

Subchapter 2. Work Requirements. Article 2. Pest       
Control Operations Generally

3 CCR 6618:  Notice of Applications

3 CCR 6619:  Notice of Completed Applications
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Amended Regulatory Sections
Title 3. California Code of Regulations (3 CCR)

Division 6. Pesticides and Pest Control Operations

Subchapter 3. Pesticide Worker Safety. Article 3. Field 
Worker Safety

3 CCR 6761.1:  Application-Specific Information for 
Fieldworkers

3 CCR 6770:  Field Entry After Scheduled or 
Completed Pesticide Applications

3 CCR 6771:  Requirements for Early Entry Employees
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Historical Background

• 1970 ’s:  
– Pesticide worker safety regulations developed in CA

• 1988-1997:  
– The federal Worker Protection Standard (WPS) was 

developed
– Safety through exposure reduction measures
– Based substantially on CA’s program
– First issued in 1992
– Fully implemented on January 1, 1995 at the federal level
– CA regulations integrate WPS in 1997
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Historical Background (continued)
• 1997-1999:  

– Non-compliance issues with the worker 
protection program begin to impact agricultural 
workers in California

• Hazard Communication-PSIS A9
• Application-Specific Information Display
• Notification-communication breakdown
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Historical Background (continued)
• 1999-2004:  

– DPR assesses effectiveness of WPS

– Stakeholder input sought out for improving the 
notification, hazard communication and early 
entry regulations

– Comments and concerns lead to changes 

– Tried to implement these regulations in 2004

– Unforeseen changes in personnel and priorities 
held up regulatory package
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Historical Background (continued)

• 2005-Present:  
– Previous work revisited and reestablished
– Focus of changes and revisions remained the 

same
– Fine tuning for clarity
– Concerns from worker advocates, federal and 

state agencies such as EPA R9, OEHHA  and 
DIR were addressed
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Timeline of Rulemaking Package

• Noticed with OAL on July 4, 2008

• Initial 45-day public comment period was to end 
August 18, 2008.  Extended 3 times to December 5, 
2008

• Public hearing held in November 2008 at Santa 
Barbara

• Responses to comments from stakeholders, federal 
and state agencies
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Timeline of Rulemaking Package 
(continued)

• 15-day public comment period in May 2009

• Responses to comments and submission to OAL on 
July 2, 2009

• Approved on August 13, 2009 by OAL

• Effective September 12, 2009
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Focus of Regulatory Changes

• Ensure employees and their employers are informed of 
the potential hazard of pesticides at the work site 
(notification, hazard communication, and application-
specific information)  

• Ensure an adequate system is in place to prevent 
employees from entering treated fields during the 
restricted entry interval (dual responsibility between 
growers and contractors)

• Ensure employees have unimpeded and direct access to 
their pesticide exposure records (hazard 
communication, application-specific information)
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Why Were Changes Made?

• Non-compliance issues continue
– South county:  2004, 2 workers hospitalized; 6618
– Central coast:  2004, 32 workers exposed, 9 with symptoms; 

6770
– North coast:  2006, 2 workers hospitalized; 6761.1
– Central valley:  2007, 26 workers exposed; 6618
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Notification and Hazard 
Communication

Concept
• Applicator notifies operator of DATE of scheduled

application
• Operator notifies employees and employers
• Applicator notifies operator of completed

application
• Operator notifies employees and employers
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Notification and Hazard 
Communication

Concept
• Operator keeps workers out of field on date of 

scheduled application 
• Operator keeps workers out 

of field until REI expires
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Scheduled Application -  Production Agriculture
3CCR §6618 (a)

 Notice 2
Ample Time Prior To Application

   * Date of Scheduled Application
   * Location of Field 
   * “Do Not Enter Field”

                   6618 (a)(7)(A-C)

Notice 1
           Ample Time Prior To Application

   * Date of Scheduled Application
   * Location of Field 
   * Pesticide, A.I., EPA #
   * Posting Requirements 
   * REI, Safety Precautions
                     6618 (a)(1)(A-G)

Person Performing Pest 
Control

6618 (a)(1)

Notice
1

° Ample Time means the time necessary for all subsequent notifications to be made and for all persons notified to take 
appropriate action.  This time  will differ depending on the circumstances of each notification.

° Schedule Changes: If there is a change in the date of scheduled application, ALL information must be re-noticed in 
ample time before the rescheduled application occurs.  6618(a)(2) and 6618 (a)(8)

Property Operator

6618 (a)(3)&(6)

Employers 
(i.e.. Farm Labor Contractors)

6618 (a)(4)

Property Operator’s Employees
(Fieldworkers & Handlers)

Other Persons Likely To
 Enter Field

(Posting Only Exemption)

Employer’s Employees
(Fieldworkers & Handlers)

Notice
2

Notice
2

Prior Knowledge

              Exemptions:
           6618 (a)(5)(A-B)
Notice 1: None
Notice 2: 
A) Field posted unless pesticide requires  
     double notification.
B) Operator can assure no fieldworkers 
     and handlers are within ¼ miles during 
     restricted entry intervals.
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Production Agriculture 
– Any person performing pest control
– Must notify operator of property to be treated
– Orally or in writing
– Prior to application AND in ample time for 

subsequent notifications
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Notice in manner the operator understands 
– Date of scheduled application
– Location and description of field
– Product name, EPA number, A.I. 

• Includes adjuvants, name and CA reg. number

– Applicable REI
– Any posting requirement
– Precautions related to protection of persons
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• If date of scheduled application changes:
– Person performing pest control must notify 

operator of the property of the change prior to 
the application and in “ample time”
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• The operator of the property must notify:
– Fieldworkers and handlers working on the operators 

property
– Employers of fieldworkers and handlers on the 

operators property
– Any other person the operator has prior knowledge

will likely enter on the date of the application or 
during the REI
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Notice information required to be given by the 
operator of the property in a manner 
understood:
– Date of the scheduled application
– Location and description of field to be treated
– Instructions not to enter field until authorized by the 

operator
• If Date changes new notice required
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Employers (such as farm labor contractors) 
working on the operators property must give 
notice to their employees
– Same information (date, location, instructions)
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Exemptions
– Persons who will make or supervise the application
– The field is posted (unless dual notice product)

• Barrier provision 
does not apply

– No covered employee or employer will enter or walk 
within ¼ mile of field from the start of the 
application until the completion notice is received 



22

Scheduled Application – Other than Production Agriculture
3CCR §6618 (b)

Person Performing 
Pest Control

6618 (b)(1)

        Notice 3

            Ample Time Prior To Application

* Date of Scheduled Application 
* Pesticide 
* Safety Precautions

                6618 (b)(1)(A­C) & (b)(2)(A­C)

Notice
3

Property Operator

6618 (b)(2)

 Any Person On Property Or Who 
May Enter During The Application 

Or Any Restriction Period

Notice
3

Exemptions

3 CCR §6618 (b)(3) ­ Compliance by licensed Structural Pest Control 
Operators with the notice requirements of section 8538 of the 
Business and Professions Code meets the requirements of this 
subsection.

3 CCR §6618 (b)(4) ­ Compliance by public agencies with the notice or 
barrier requirements of section 12978 of the Food and Agricultural 
Code meets the notice requirements of this subsection.
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Non-production ag/non-ag
– Any person performing pest control
– Must notify operator of property to be treated
– Orally or in writing
– Prior to application AND in ample time for 

subsequent notifications



24

3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Notice in manner the operator understands 
– Date of scheduled application
– Identity of pesticide by brand or common chemical 

name
• Includes adjuvants

– Precautions related to protection of persons
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Operator of the property must give notice to:
– Any person on the property to be treated 
– Any person who may enter 

during the application or 
when reentry restrictions 
are in effect
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Information required in notice:
– Date of scheduled application
– Identity of pesticide by brand or common chemical 

name
• Includes adjuvants

– Precautions related to entry of the treated area
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3CCR § 6618 
Notice of Applications

• Exemptions
– Persons who made or supervised the application
– Structural operators in compliance with B&PC §

8538
– Public agencies in compliance with 

FAC §12978
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Notice
5

Completed Application -  Production Agriculture
3CCR § 6619

Person Applying 
Pesticides

6619 (a)

Notice
4

24- hours

Property Operator

6619 (c)&(g)

Employers 
(ie. Farm Labor Contractors)

6619 (d)

Property Operator’s Employees
(Fieldworkers & Handlers)

Other Persons Likely To
 Enter Field

(Posting Only Exemption)

Employer’s Employees
(Fieldworkers & Handlers)

Display Application Specific 
Information

6761.1 (b)Notice
5

Completion Notices By Site 
Maintained

6619 (b)

                 Notice 4

 * Location of Field 
 *Date and Hour of Completed Application
 * Pesticide, A.I., EPA # 
 * REI, Safety Precautions

                         6619 (a)(1-5)

       Notice 5

   * Time of Entry Restrictions
   * Location and Description of Field 
   * “Do Not Enter Field”

                          6619 (f)(1-3)

              Exemptions:
6619 (e) (1-2)

Notice 4: none
Notice 5: 
A) Field posted unless pesticide requires  
     double notification
B) Operator can assure no fieldworkers 
     and handlers are within ¼ miles during 
     restricted entry intervals

° Pest Control Business must maintain written records of Completion Notices including method of notification.

Prior Knowledge

Page 3
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3CCR § 6619 
Notice of Completed Applications

• Applies only to production agriculture
• Any person applying pesticides must provide the 

operator of the property with a notice of 
completion 
– Within 24 hours of completing the application
– Orally or in writing
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3CCR § 6619 
Notice of Completed Applications

• Notice must contain the following;
– Location of the property, site I.D., acreage treated
– Pesticide name, EPA reg.number

• Includes adjuvants, name and CA reg. number
– Date and hour the application completed
– REI and pre-harvest interval (unless a written 

recommendation by a PCA was provided to the 
operator of the property
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3CCR § 6619 
Notice of Completed Applications

• The operator of the property must maintain a 
written record of completion notices by site

• The operator of the property must provide 
notice of completion to:
– Handler and fieldworker employees
– Employers of handler and fieldworker employees 
– Other persons he/she has prior knowledge will likely 

enter field during REI
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3CCR § 6619 
Notice of Completed Applications

• Information the operator must provide:
– Location and description of the field
– Time during which entry is restricted
– Instructions not to enter the field until REI expired
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3CCR § 6619 
Notice of Completed Applications

• Pest Control Business must:
• Maintain a written record

– Name of the operator of the property
– Location of the property, site I.D.
– Date and time notice of completion given
– Method of notification
– Name of person notified (if notice to a person)
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Incident Scenario 
and Exercise
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Incident Scenario and Exercise

• 25 fieldworkers (FWs) enter a growers lettuce 
field and immediately exhibit pesticide exposure 
symptoms 

• Metam sodium (MITC) applications were made 
to two fields (within ¼ mile) operated by same 
grower next to lettuce field where FWs entered

• Posting signs present and seen by FWs
• Foreman and FWs did not receive notification 

of these treatments
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Incident Scenario and Exercise

• Using the newly amended regulations:
– Is there a non-compliance issue?
– If so, which regulatory section(s)?
– What is the justification for the violation(s)?

• Discuss
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3CCR § 6761.1 
Application-Specific Information for 

Fieldworkers
• What information

– I.D. of treated field
– Time and date of application
– REI, EPA reg. number, A.I.
– Spray adjuvant and CA reg. number
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3CCR § 6761.1 
Application-Specific Information for 

Fieldworkers
• Where and when

– Central location 
– When operator receives completion notice
– Before any fieldworkers allowed to enter field
– Until not a treated field or

• No fieldworkers on operator’s property



39

3CCR § 6761.1 
Application-Specific Information for 

Fieldworkers
• How

– Display  3CCR § 6000 definition
• unimpeded access
• available to employees
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3CCR § 6761.1 
Application-Specific Information for 

Fieldworkers

• New
• On-site description of display location

– When fieldworkers in treated field
– With A-9
– Specific enough for FW to find without help

• Effect on FWS inspections
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Exercise
3CCR § 6761.1
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Exercise
3CCR § 6761.1 

You perform a fieldworker safety inspection and 
find:

A. There is no PSIS A-9 on site.
B. PSIS A-9 on site has no location for the ASID.
C. PSIS A-9 on site has the ASID but you cannot 

find the display from the description.
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3CCR § 6770 
Field Entry After Scheduled or 

Completed Pesticide Applications
• Operator keeps FWs out of field on date of 

scheduled application unless can assure:
– The application has not occurred and
– The application will not occur when FWs in field

• Example: Night time applications



44

3CCR § 6770 
Field Entry After Scheduled or 

Completed Pesticide Applications

• Operator and employers keep FWs out of 
field until completion notice received and:
– REI has expired or
– Complies with 6770(d)
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3CCR § 6770
Field Entry After Scheduled or Completed Pesticide 

Applications
Early Entry

• Handling activities
– Use required PPE

• No contact activities
– PPE immediately available
– Inhalation exposure standards met

• Labeling
• Greenhouse ventilation requirements
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3CCR § 6770
Field Entry After Scheduled or Completed Pesticide 

Applications
Early Entry

Short-term limited-contact activities
– Necessary and unforeseen
– Not a double notification product
– 4 hours after application
– Inhalation exposure standards met
– Exposure minimal
– Labeling EE PPE or alternative, whichever more protective

• Protective eyewear if labeling requires for EE
– 8 hours/24 hours
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3CCR § 6770
Field Entry After Scheduled or Completed Pesticide 

Applications
Early Entry

• Short-term high contact activities
– No hand labor (3CCR § 6000 definition)
– 4 hours after application
– Inhalation exposure standards met 
– Labeling EE PPE or alternative, whichever more 

protective
• Protective eyewear if labeling requires for EE

– 1 hour/24 hours
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3CCR § 6770
Field Entry After Scheduled or Completed Pesticide 

Applications
Early Entry

• Labeling REI expired, 3CCR § 6772 in effect
– No hand labor
– Wear long sleeve, long leg 

work clothing, shoes, 
socks, and gloves
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3CCR § 6771
Requirements for Early Entry Fieldworkers 

Employees

• Employees informed
– 10 listed topics

• PPE
– Laundering requirements
– Provide, inspect, maintain, repair, replace
– Kept separate, 6738, 6739 standards
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3CCR § 6771
Requirements for Early Entry Fieldworkers 

Employees
• One pint eyeflush water 

– if labeling requires protective eyewear 
• Decontamination facilities 

– For limited and high-contact activities
– Clean or single-use towels
– Compatible with handler & FW decon regulations
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3CCR § 6771
Requirements for Early Entry Fieldworkers 

Employees
• Change area
• Heat illness prevention
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Q & A


