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DPR Expands Efforts to Educate Fieldworkers about Pesticide Safety 
 
Expanding efforts to educate fieldworkers about pesticide safety and what to do if they 
are exposed and become ill has been a rewarding experience for the California 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) – and an inspiring professional and personal 
journey for Martha Sanchez, one of our environmental scientists. 
 
Sanchez reaches thousands of fieldworkers and their families with safety tips about the 
safe use of pesticides and other information at dozens of clinics, health fairs, festivals 
and other events that target fieldworkers. 
 
DPR regulates the registration, sale and use of pesticides to protect people and the 
environment. Sanchez’s position was created to devote more resources to educate 
fieldworkers about health risk posed by pesticides. 
 
When she began her outreach efforts two years ago, Sanchez was amazed to learn that 
most fieldworkers had never heard of DPR or of the county agricultural commissioners 
who enforce pesticide regulations at the local level in California. 
 
“They didn’t know we existed and were surprised we were doing this outreach,” 
Sanchez said. “They really appreciate the information and our efforts to inform them 
about how to protect themselves.” 
 
Sanchez distributes brochures, cloth bags, pens, water bottles, refrigerator magnets 
and other items with phone numbers of who to contact for information about safe 
pesticide use and if there is an emergency. She coordinates with county agricultural 
commissioners, worker advocates and other local groups to share booth space. 
 
Fieldworkers are comfortable approaching Sanchez because she’s friendly, Latina, 
bilingual and believes in what she’s doing. She often works evenings and weekends to 
accommodate fieldworker schedules. In Imperial County, for example, she participated 
in an event that started at 2 a.m. to reach fieldworkers before they loaded buses taking 
them to work in the fields.  
 
“I listen to fieldworkers’ concerns, reassure them that we care and what we intend to 
do,” she said. “DPR takes any illness or injury that may have involved a pesticide 
seriously.” 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Sanchez moved to Sacramento from Mexico when she was 12 years old. Her tenure at 
DPR began 19 years ago when she was a student assistant attending Sacramento City 
College. “I didn’t know anything about pesticides,” she recalled. “The more I knew, the 
more I wanted to learn.” 
 
Sanchez has a degree in environmental studies from California State University, 
Sacramento, where she is currently working on a master’s in Spanish. Her heritage, 
scientific credentials, curiosity and passion for learning and helping people make her the 
ideal liaison to the Latino community. She represents the best of public service and we 
are very proud to have her on our staff. 
 
Contact: Lea Brooks, DPR Communications Director, lbrooks@cdpr.ca.gov, 916-445-3974 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DPR’s Martha Sanchez at a recent fieldworker event. 


