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PESTICIDE REGISTRATION AND EVALUATION COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes – March 18, 2010 
 
 
Committee Members/Alternates in Attendance: 
 
Lynn Baker, Air Resources Board (ARB) 
Martha Harnly, Department of Public Health (DPH) 
Stella McMillin, Department of Fish and Game (DFG) 
Jodi Pontureri, State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
Ann Prichard, Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) 
Rebecca Sisco, University of California, IR-4 Program 
David Ting, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment 
 

Visitors in Attendance: 
 
Denise Alder, DPR 
Brian Bret, Dow Agrosciences 
Henry Buckwalter, Western Plant Health Association 
Billy Gaither, Pest Control Operators of California 
Amy Duran, DPR 
Roberta Firoved, California Rice Commission 
Anne Katten, California Legal Rural Assistance Foundation 
Matt Fossen, DPR 
Maryam Khosravifard, DPR 
Jeanne Martin, DPR 
 
1. Introductions and Committee Business – Ann Prichard, Acting Chairperson, DPR 
 

a. About 17 people attended the meeting. 
b. No correction to the minutes of the previous meeting held on January 14, 2010, was 

identified. 
 

2. Proposed Surface Water Regulation Concepts -  Dr. John Sanders, DPR 
 
Scientists continue to develop evidence that many pesticides have adverse effects on the 
growth, reproduction and/or mortality of aquatic organisms. The Food and Agricultural 
Code gives DPR the responsibility to protect the environment. Given these facts, DPR 
initiated an informal process of soliciting comments from a broad range of stakeholders on 
a set of potential restrictions on pesticide use to protect surface water before DPR develops 
a formal regulation package. This process began in May of 2009 with discussions between 
DPR, the State and Regional Water Boards and the County Agricultural Commissioners. 
These informal discussions included DPR staff meeting with various stakeholders and 
holding public workshops on February 11, March 26, April 28 (cancelled) and May 11 in 
Sacramento, CA. Webcasting during a workshop can be accessed by going to the California 
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Environmental Protection Agency homepage (<www.calepa.ca.gov>) under the “webcast” 
link located under the “Quick Links” section. Questions can be e-mailed to 
<surfacewater@cdpr.ca.gov> during the webcast. 

 
Documents describing the potential restrictions are located at the following link: 
<www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/surfwtr/regulatory.htm>. 

 
Any potential restrictions will help reduce drift during pesticide application and reduce 
runoff from storms and irrigation for agricultural and urban uses of about 70 pesticides 
identified by DPR. Restrictions for urban uses will apply to pest control businesses who 
apply pesticides for hire. Restrictions will not apply to residential users. 

 
Comments on the potential restrictions may be e-mailed to <surfacewater@cdpr.ca.gov >or 
mailed to: 

 
Mark Pepple 
Environmental Monitoring Branch 

      Department of Pesticide Regulation 
      1001 I Street, 
      P.O. Box 4015 
      Sacramento, CA  95812-4015 
 
3. Water-Based Pesticide VOC Emissions Calculator  - Matt Fossen, DPR 
 

For the last 18 months, DPR has been working on a VOC Emission Reduction project with 
funding from U.S. EPA's PRIA2 program. Based on feedback from outreach event 
attendees, DPR determined that an easy-to-use tool for calculating VOC emissions from 
non-fumigant agricultural pesticide applications was needed. Stakeholders expressed 
interest in a tool that was simple, flexible, and would run on their computers without a need 
for additional software. On March 1, 2010, DPR made its Web-based VOC Emissions 
Calculator officially available to the public. The calculator can be accessed directly at 
<http://apps.cdpr.ca.gov/voc-calculator>. DPR designed the calculator to allow users to 
easily select single or multiple pesticide products, enter the necessary application 
information (application rate, acres treated, and number of applications), and receive a 
formatted report detailing the VOC emissions from each product application. Currently, the 
calculator only contains data for non-fumigant agricultural-use pesticides; for fumigants, 
DPR has a spreadsheet available at 
<http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/emon/vocs/vocproj/calculate.htm>.  
Questions and comments regarding the calculator tool should be directed to Matt Fossen at 
916-322-1747 or by e-mail at <mfossen@cdpr.ca.gov>. 

 
 

mailto:mfossen@cdpr.ca.gov
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4. Emergency Exemptions from Registration (FIFRA section 18’s) –  

nt

      Andrew Yokoyama, DPR 
 

Section 18 of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA).authorizes 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S.EPA) to allow an unregistered 
use of a pesticide for a limited time if U.S. EPA determines that an emergency condition 
exists. The regulations governing section 18 of FIFRA, define the term “Emergency 
Condition” as an urgent, non-routine situation that requires the use of a pesticide(s). 
 
Outlined differences between a full registration, a Special Local Need and a FIFRA section 
18 and what criteria is used to determine when a Section 18 is appropriate and who may 
apply for the emergency exemption (e.g., individual, commodity group private consultant, 
but not a manufacturer).  There are four types of FIFRA section 18’s -  Specific, 
Quarantine, Public Health or Crisis. 
 
Applications for an emergency exemption from registration must include data to support 
the use of the product, such as efficacy, phytotoxicity, residue chemistry, and economic 
loss data. DPR first conducts an internal scientific evaluation of submitted data, working 
closely with the Medical Toxicology Branch and Worker Health & Safety Branch to 
address concerns regarding exposure to humans. Not all Section 18’s are required to be 
routed to all stations, it is case dependent. 
 
Once the application and supporting data have been evaluated by DPR staff, the application 
is submitted to U.S.EPA for review. If approved, U.S. EPA notifies DPR via email. DPR 
will then notify the Agricultural Commissioner offices, applicant and the registrant. 
Emergency use instructions and a product label are sent via email to appropriate counties. 
Agricultural Commissioner’s offices must file final use reports with DPR upon expiration 
of the FIFRA section 18. 
 

5. Public Comme  

ng

 
None received.  
 

6. Agenda Items for Next Meeti  

rn

 
No agenda items were suggested. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 20, 2010, in the Sierra Hearing Room on 
the second floor of the Cal/EPA building, located at 1001 I Street, Sacramento, California.   

 
7. Adjou  
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