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Management	of	California’s	
Organics	Waste	and	Pesticides

CalRecycle

• Reduce, reuse, recycle

• Diversion rate = 65%
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Key	Policy	Drivers
• AB 32 – California Global Warming 

Solutions Act
• AB 341 – Commercial recycling 

and 75% goal
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Landfilled	Organics	
• 32 million tons disposed in 2009
• Compostable: 6.4 million tons
• Wood waste: 4.8 million tons
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Organics	Diverted	from	Landfills
• In 2008, about 9.3 million tons of 

organic materials processed by over 
200 compost and chip & grind 
facilities

• Need to divert an additional 10 
million tons
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Environmental	Benefits	of	
Compost
• Greenhouse gas reduction
• Water quality improvement
• Fertilizer and pesticide use reduction 
• Water use reduction
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Water Quality

Erosion Control ‐ Compost Blanket
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Clos du Bois Winery and Vineyard, Sonoma County
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Native Plant Garden, Sacramento
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Pesticides	of	Concern
• Pyridine carboxylic acids
• Pyrethroids
• Others?
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Who	is	Affected?
• Homeowners
• Compost industry
• Agriculture
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What	Can	Be	Done?
• Improve identification of pesticides of concern
• Require manufacturers to test for fate in compost
• Bioassays and testing
• Data collection
• Use restrictions
• Product labels
• Education and outreach
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Any	Questions?
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