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Regulations 
• Regulate the 

- outdoor 
- nonagricultural use of 
- specified pyrethroid pesticides applied by 
- pest control businesses to 
- protect surface water 
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Main focus 

• Reduce amount of pesticides applied 
• Reduce exposure of pesticides to rainfall 
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Nonagricultural use
 

• Outdoor institutional use
 

(office complexes, schools)
 
• Outdoor industrial use 

(factories, water treatment plants, 
retail nurseries) 

• Outdoor structural use 
• Outdoor residential use 
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Which pyrethroids? Those:
 
• Subject to U.S. EPA’s Non-Agricultural 

Outdoor Pyrethroid Labeling Notification of 
June 4, 2009, and 

• Registered for outdoor structural, residential, 

industrial, or institutional use in California
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Pyrethroids
 

• bifenthrin (Talstar, Bisect G®) 
• cyfluthrin (Tempo 20 WP Insecticide®) 
• beta-cyfluthrin (Cyguard®) 
• gamma-cyhalothrin (Proaxis®) 
• lambda-cyhalothrin (Cyonara, Demand G®)
 
• cypermethrin (Demon Max®) 
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Pyrethroids
 

• deltamethrin (Deltagard, Enforcer) 

• esfenvalerate (Ortho Bug B Gon) 
• fenpropathrin (Danitol, Tame) 
• tau-fluvalinate (Mavrik Perimeter®) 

• permethrin (Ambush, Pounce) 
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Pyrethroids
 

• bioallethrin (Ace Wasp and Hornet Killer ®) 
• S-bioallethrin (Zep Ant & Roach Spray®) 
• phenothrin (Wasp & Hornet Killer®) 
• prallethrin (Flying Insect Spray®) 
• resmethrin (Black Flag Fogging Insecticide®) 

• tetramethrin (Ortho Hornet & Wasp Killer 4®)
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Why adopt regulations if EPA is 
requiring label changes? 

• Labels changes won’t be completed until 
2016 

• In some cases, DPR regulations more 
stringent than label requirements 
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Change - definition
 

• Crack and crevice: 
Deleted “Suitable equipment capable of 
applying insecticide directly into cracks and 
crevices must be used.” 
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Change – doors and windows
 

• Initial draft would have allowed a 2-foot band 

spray above grade level on doors/windows 


• EPA only allows spot, crack and crevice, and 
the equivalent 1” pin stream applications to 
doors and windows 

• Reference to windows and doors moved to 
subsection 6970(b) 
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Change - prohibitions
 

• Section 6970 lists the allowed applications in 
subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d). 

• Subsection 6970(e) lists prohibitions that 
override the other subsections 

• Since prohibited applications listed last, 
might be missed 

•	 So 6970(e) referenced in each of the other 
subsections 
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Change – sweeping granules
 

• Subsection 6970(d) required applicators to 
sweep “granule formulations” off horizontal 
impervious surfaces. 

• Changed “granule formulations” to “granules.”
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Change – rain applications
 

• Originally allowed rain applications to outdoor 

surfaces protected by a structure from rain 


• But EPA only allows rain applications to the 
underside of eaves 

• Change made 
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Change – NPDES exemption
 

• Originally exempted applications that require 
an NPDES permit, but permit may not have 
issued 

• Changed to applications “for which an 
NPDES permit has been issued” 
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Change – mist applications 
• Originally exempted “mist” applications 
• Replaced “mist” with “aerosol,” since more 

widely understood 
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Regulations
 
§ 6000  Definitions 
§ 6970(a) Applications to soft surfaces 
§ 6970(b)  Applications to impervious horizontal  

surfaces, doors and windows 
§ 6970(c)  Applications to vertical surfaces 
§ 6970(d)  Sweeping granules off 
§ 6970(e)  Prohibited applications 
§ 6972  Exempt applications 
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Applications allowed to the soil surface, 

mulch, gravel, lawn, turf, or groundcover
 

Limited to: 
• Spot treatments, or 
• Pin stream treatments of 1” wide or less 
• Perimeter band treatments of 3 feet or less 

from the base of a building 
• Broadcast treatments but not within 2 feet of 

horizontal impervious surfaces 

21 



Applications allowed to horizontal 
impervious surfaces, windows and doors 

Limited to: 
• Spot 
• Crack and crevice 
• Pin stream of 1 inch or less 
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Applications allowed to vertical surfaces 
(except windows or doors) 

Limited to: 
• Spot 
• Crack and crevice 
• Pin stream of 1 inch or less 
• Perimeter band treatment up to a max. of 

2 feet above grade level 
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Prohibited applications 

1. No applications during rainfall 
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Exception 
• applications to the undersides of eaves 

25 



Prohibited applications 

1. No applications during rainfall 
2. No applications to surface areas, including 

soil, lawn, turf, groundcover, with standing 
water 
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Prohibited applications 

3. No applications to plants, trees, or shrubs if 
standing water in dripline or perimeter 

27 



Prohibited applications 


4. No preconstruction termiticide soil 
applications allowed unless covered (such 
as with a polyethylene tarp) or the slab is 
poured before rainfall 
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Prohibited applications 

5. No applications to sewer or storm drains or 
curbside gutters 
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Prohibited applications 

6. No applications to constructed drainage 
systems that drain to a sewer or storm drain, 
curbside gutter or aquatic habitat 
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Prohibited applications
 

7. No applications to any horizontal surface 
(soil, turf, etc., or impervious or 
preconstruction) within 25 feet of aquatic 
habitat located downgradient from the 
application 
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Prohibited applications 

8. No applications to a preconstruction 
termiticide site within 10 feet of a storm drain 
located downgradient from the application 
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Exempt applications
 

• Injections into soil or structural materials 
(concrete, wood) 

• Post-construction rod or trench termiticide 
applications 

• Applications to below-ground insect nests or 
nests made of mud or paper combs 

• Applications of baits to weather–proof 
stations or of gel baits 
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Exempt applications
 

• Applications to receiving waters for which an 
NPDES Permit has been issued for Pesticide 
Discharges to Waters of the U.S. from Spray 
Applications and Vector Control Applications 

• Applications to the underside of eaves 
• Fogger or aerosol applications 
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Timeline
 

• Regulations noticed: October 28, 2011 
• End of comment period: December 12, 2011
 

• End of 2nd comment period: March 21, 2012 
• Regulations approved: June 19, 2012 
• Regulations went into effect: July 19, 2012 
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