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TO: 	 INTERESTED PARTIES 

SUBJECT: 	 ACTIVE INGREDIENTS PRIORITIZED FOR HUMAN HEALTH RISK 

ASSESSMENT INITIATION 


The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) is seeking input from interested parties on its list 

of pesticide active ingredients (Als) to be prioritized for risk assessment initiation. In July of 

2004, DPR revised its process for selecting pesticide Als for risk assessment initiation, with the 

goal of generating a ranked list of approximately 10 Als. DPR adopted a ranked list of Als in 

January of2005. In 2007, the process was.modified and an updated list of Als was adopted in 

September of that year. More detai~ may be found at 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/risk/riskassessment.htm. 


Currently a number of risk assessments have been initiated and are in various stages of 

completion. However, there is a need to generate a new list of Als for risk assessment initiation. 

This process will be streamlined for greater efficiency, while still ensuring the opportunity for 

public input. The Risk Assessment Prioritization Work Group (RAPWG) will be reconvened to 

carry out this process. As before, the RAPWG will be made up of two senior scientists from 

DPR's Medical Toxicology Branch (supervising risk assessment and toxicology data review), 

two senior scientists from the Worker Health and Safety Branch (supervising exposure 

assessment and pesticide illness reporting), and a senior scientist from the Environmental 

Monitoring Branch, as well as one senior scientist from the Air Resources Board (ARB) and one 

from the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA). 


A number of factors may be considered in selecting Als including physical-chemical properties 

(vapor pressure,·environmental persistence, water solubility, soil binding, bio-concentration 

potential, etc.), toxicological properties (no observed effect level- NOEL, severity of effect, 
number of effects, number of studies and species showing the effect, dose-response relationship, 
relevance of mechanism of action to humans, systemic vs. local effects, etc.), exposure 
properties (types of exposures, amount of use, use patterns, number of crops and sites, locations 
of use, methods of application, types of formulations, illness surveillance data, availability of 
exposure data, etc.), and issues ofenvironmental justice. 

This prioritization process will be initiated at the PREC meeting on September 20, 2013. 
Members of the PREC and other interested parties will be asked for their suggestions of Als to 
be considered for addition to the list of Als t? be prioritized for risk assessment initiation. 
Following the close of the 30-day comment period, the RAPWG will meet and discuss all 
suggestions for inclusion on the list. RAPWG's suggestions, as well as the suggestions from 
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PREC members and other interested parties will be combined into a unified list of suggested Als. 
The RAPWG will then discuss the individual chemicals. If the unified list contains more than 20 
chemicals, the RAPWG will create a consensus list of approximately 20 Als. DPR will then 
draft a paragraph about each of the candidate Als. The list and the descriptions will be sent to 
the members of the RAPWG for ranking, with a 2-week response time. The ranking scores will 
be tallied and a list of the top 10 Als will be generated. 

The list of top 10 Als, along with a description of each chemical, will be presented at the next 
meeting of the PREC. There will be a 30-day public comment period. All submitted comments 
will be reviewed by the RAPWG. After reviewing and discussing the comments, the RAPWG 
will generate a final list. This list will be transmitted to DPR management for approval. DPR 
will then publish a notice identifying the top 10 Als for risk assessment initiation on its website. 

DPR is currently seeking suggestions for Als to be considered for risk assessment initiation. 
Suggestions must be accompanied by a short description of the basis for inclusion. All 
suggestions must be submitted on or before October 21, 2013. Please send your suggestions by 
email to: <RAAIComments@cdpr.ca.gov>. 

If you have any questions regarding the risk assessment process or the prioritization process, 
please contact Dr. Jay Schreider, DPR Medical Toxicology Branch, P.O. Box 4015, Sacramento, 
California 95812-4015 or by telephone at 916-445-4241. 

Gary P. tterson, Pfi.D., Chief 
Medical Toxicology Branch 
916-445-4233 
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