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TO THE PREC SUBCOMMITTEE FINDINGS MADE PURSUANT TO THE 


PESTICIDE CONTAMINATION PREVENTION ACT REGARDING THE 

DETECTION OF ATRAZINE I GROUND WATER 


Section 13150 of the Pesticide Contamination Prevention Act (Article 15, Chapter 
2, Divisi~I)- 7 of the Food and Agricultural Co e) requires that the Director of the 
Department of Food and Agriculture respo d · to findings of the Pesticide 
Registration Evaluation Committee (PREC) S bcommittee within 30 days of PREC 
Subcommittee finding issuance. The findings and recommendations of the PREC 
Subcommittee, entitled "Implementation of the Pesticide Contamination Prevention 
Act, Atrazine: Findings and Recommendations," were transmitted to the Department 
on May 14, 1987. 

After reviewing the findings and recommendations of the PREC Subcommittee, the 
Department concurs with the PREC Subcommittee's ·finding made pursuant to 
paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of Section 13150, namely that a geographic 
modification of atrazine use would create a high probability that no atrazine 
residues other than those already present would migrate to ground water, and that 
there are alternative pesticides and practices that are reasonably effective and 
practicable. The Department recognizes, however, that since the SB 950 data gaps 
for atrazine have not yet been filled by valid, complete and adequate studies it 
is not possible to establish a pollution level· for atrazine at this time, or to 
determine if atrazine has' _polluted or threatened to pollute the ground waters of 
the state. Because of this uncertainty, geographic modification of atrazine use 
is the appropriate approach to protect against further residues unless and until 
pollution levels might be set. ] 

Response to PREC Subcommittee Recommendations 

1. The Department accepts the PREC Subcommittee recommendation that atrazine use 
should be eliminated in specifically defined areas of the state and proposes 
elimination of the agricultural use of atrazine in Pesticide Management Zones. 
Pesticide· Management Zones will be created for· the. purpose of. nianaglng···all1 

pesticides _which enter the detection'··prbcess unde·~ -the Pe.sticideColltaminiidc:)-q" 
Preventi~-~-~Xct... ana 'shall· J:u~ composed of ·any. section ·• (or, .in unsurveyed .regi_l:)ns ;
the· .equivalent of. a section) cont;airi.ing···a""detection of any pesticide,.ai;;~ive 
ingredient 'other "thart DBC.P whose residue ·lia8"'l::esuitec:i' from a\lse pres~~~-~:t§~bf[ 
agriculturd ···~ana '''whfch'"'was"_''founa. •. f_ti.. gro·u:n:a·~ waler' :'o,I-'> s_"oil . under ~·any .·of ·the_rr 
conditions specified in paragraphs 0.) or_ (2) of Section 13149!' ·PestiCide 
Management Zoneswill be identified using thedata contained in the statewide 
data base of wells established under Section 13152(c) of the Food and 
Agricultural Code. 

2. Because there is insufficient evidence to establish a cause and effect 
relationship between the presence of vertisol soils and the incidence of ground 
water contamination, the Department does not agree with the PREC Subcommittee 
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that areas which include soils classified as vertisols should be included in the 
Pesticide Management Zones. 

3. Since recharge areas and spreading grounds are designed to maximize the 
percolation of surface water through soil to underlying aquifers, and because 
residues of substances applied to managed recharge areas for weed control may be 
rapidly transported to ground water by this mechanism, the Department agrees with 
the PREC Subcommittee that atrazine use should be eliminated from managed ground 
water recharge areas located both within and outside of the Pesticide Management 
Zones. In order to effect elimination of use outside of the Pesticide Management 
Zones, it is essential that the State Water Resources Control Board develop an 
adequate definition of managed recharge areas and identify areas which meet the 
definition criteria by using a specific, accepted geographical coordinate 
system. These Board recommendations will be reviewed and incorporated into the 
regulatory program upon approval by the Department. Subsequent to approval, 
registrants of all products containing atrazine will be encouraged to amend 
labels to reflect the elimination of use in managed ground water recharge areas. 

4. The Department agrees to continue monitoring grou~d water for atrazine in 
California. The Department further agrees that when· monitoring reveals the 
presence of any pesticide other than DBCP in ground water in any area outside of 
the designated Pesticide Management Zones that the impacted section should be 
incorporated into a Pesticide Management Zone after hearing by the Department. 
The Department does not agree with the PREC Subcommittee's recommendation that 
atrazine use should be eliminated in an area when found above the eight foot level 
in soil, unless the State Water Resources Control Board defines the circumstances 
under which such elimination should occur and the recommendations of the Board 
are approved by the Department-. 

The Department will now develop and promulgate regulations to implement the 
proposals described in this document. During the development of these 
regulations, the rationale behind each of the proposals will be fully explained 
and ample opportunity for comment will be provided. 
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