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August 31, 1999

TO:  Interested Parties

SUBJECT: STATUS OF METHYL BROMIDE PERMIT CONDITIONS

As you know, the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) hosted a methyl bromide
symposium on its report entitled “Evaluation of Charcoal Tube and SUMMA Canister
Recoveries for Methyl Bromide Air Monitoring,” on June 29, 1999. Let me take this opportunity
to update you on activities at DPR regarding the evaluation of these data.

At the symposium, DPR solicited comments on the report and five key questions posed to the
participants. Since the symposium, DPR has received several comments on the report and
questions. In general, most participants supported the concept of adjusting the data to reflect the
calculated recovery. DPR will adjust the monitoring data to account for a recovery rate of 50%.
Staff are updating the database tables and modifications to suggested permit conditions to reflect
this change. I should mention that since October 1998, the suggested permit conditions reflect
data adjusted to a 70% recovery rate. The changes to account for a 50% recovery rate will not
greatly affect small acreages of broadcast/tarped applications. We expect to have modifications
to the suggested permit conditions distributed by December.

Other comments regarding sampling methods, quality assurance, and further data needs were
more detailed. DPR plans to review these comments as well as those presented at the
symposium. After review by its scientific staff, DPR may need to collect additional data. We
plan to notify you of our decisions and recommendations in October.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Randy Segawa, Senior Environmental
Research Scientist, at (916) 324-4137.

Sincerely,

PC\,\,\C H el been
Paul E. Helliker

Director
(916) 445-4000

cc:  Mr. Randy Segawa
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