
Townzen, Jill@CDPR

From: Steve Eklund <stevee19304@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2016 3:18 PM
To: Segawa, Randy@CDPR
Subject: Regarding Comprehensive Right to Know - Fumigant Application

 

 

 

 

51 Nacional Street
Salinas, CA 93901

831 272-3110

Randy Segawa 
Department of Pesticide Regulation 
PO Box 4015 
Sacramento, CA 95812-4015 

Re: Comprehensive Right to Know Regarding Fumigant Application 

Dear Mr. Segawa, 

People who live, work or go to school near fields that are going to be fumigated must be notified so that they 
have a chance to take simple precautions to protect their health and that of their children. 

A study of drift incidents has found that 85% of the harmed victims were within a mile of the application. 
Therefore automatic written bilingual notification is needed at least one week ahead of planned fumigations for 
all residences, schools and businesses within one mile.  

Written notification in English and Spanish should include: 

x The name of the fumigant to be used 
x Date and time fumigation is expected to begin 
x Immediate symptoms of exposure and chronic health risks 
x Farm name and business phone number, and address of the field to be fumigated 
x Contact number of County Agricultural Commissioner and instructions of where to call at night and 

weekends to report problems 
x Explanation of and link to the state's pesticide drift emergency medical reimbursement process 

When a school is in the notification area, parents should receive notification via "robot-call" systems, along 
with written notice prominently posted at the school and on the school's website. Other institutions and 
businesses should post the written notification in an accessible central location. 

And when the state's air monitors find concentrations of fumigants above the recommended safe levels, they 
should immediately notify local officials and all residents within one mile. 

The right to know when hazardous chemicals will be unleashed in neighborhoods is a matter of basic social 
justice, and a minimal safeguard. Notification is necessary but not enough. State officials must act to phase 
these hazardous, drift-prone chemicals out entirely, and replace them with safe alternatives. 

Sincerely, 
Steve Eklund 
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