
California Department of Pesticide Regulation 
Reducing Emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) from Field Fumigant Applications 

2009 Update: How Field Fumigant Restrictions Apply in Nonattainment Areas* (NAAs) and Outside NAAs 

 
Emission allowance 

needed to use 
fumigants? 

Fumigant application 
methods that  
can be used 

Pesticide use 
reporting  

Licensing 

Sacramento NAA 
(includes all of Sacramento 
and Yolo and parts of El 
Dorado, Placer, Solano, 
and Sutter counties) 

South Coast NAA 
(includes all of Orange and 
parts of Los Angeles, 
Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties) 

Not required. Pesticide 
VOCs in these two NAAs 
currently are well below 
the emission target. The 
need for allowances will be 
reassessed for 2011. 

May through October:  
Limited to specific methods 
listed in the regulations.  
(All methods listed are 
allowed, whether low-  
or high-emission.) 
November through April: 
No change. (Regulations 
and permit conditions that 
already restricted the use 
of fumigants still apply.) 

San Joaquin NAA 
(includes part of Kern and 
all of Fresno, Kings, 
Madera, Merced, San 
Joaquin, Stanislaus and 
Tulare counties) 
Southeast Desert NAA 
(includes parts of Los 
Angeles, Riverside, San 
Bernardino counties 

Low emission fumigation 
methods are expected to 
lower emissions sufficiently 
in 2009 and 2010. The 
need for allowances will be 
reassessed for 2011. 

Ventura NAA 
(all of Ventura County) Required in 2009.  

May through October:  
Limited to the specific, low-
emission methods allowed 
by the regulations.  
November through April: 
No change. (Regulations 
and permit conditions that 
already restricted the use 
of fumigants still apply.) 

Beginning in 2009, DPR 
will revise the PUR form to 
provide for inclusion of a 
four-digit fumigant method 
code. (It will not be 
necessary to send a 
duplicate report to DPR, as 
was done in 2008.) 
 
More information (including 
a table of the fumigation 
codes) can be found at 
www.cdpr.ca.gov, click on 
“A-Z Index,” then 
“Fumigant method codes.” 

Areas in remainder of 
California (not in one of 
the five NAAs above) 

None 

No change. (Regulations 
and permit conditions that 
already restricted the use 
of fumigants still apply.) 

Beginning in 2009, 
voluntary reporting of 
fumigation method on 
revised PUR form. 

Beginning in 2009, when 
licensed pest control 
businesses do field 
fumigations, the work must 
be supervised by a 
qualified applicator who 
has a special field 
fumigation license. The 
person acting in a 
supervisory capacity for a 
pest control business that 
conducts field fumigations 
must also obtain the 
special field fumigation 
category license. This 
applies statewide. More 
information is available at 
www.cdpr.ca.gov, click on 
Fumigant/VOC Regs,” then 
“Licensing.” 
 
(Private applicators who do 
field fumigations will not be 
required to hold the special 
fumigation category 
license.) 
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*For more information, including a map of the NAAs, go to www.cdpr.ca.gov, click on “A-Z Index,” then “VOC regulations.” 
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