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AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 12, 2014 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

CalEPA Building, Training Room East and West, First Floor 

Members Present: (8) Ronald Berg-Pesticide Dealers, Lisa Blecker-University of California, 
Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Michael Erisey- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers 
(alternate), Glen Foth- Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders,, Jeanette Heinrichs- General 
Public , Juli Jensen- California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, Dick Stoltz- 
Pest Control Aircraft Pilots, and Wayne Steele- Registrants 

Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) Staff: (13) Nan Gorder- Chair of Committee, Tom Babb, 
Laurie Brajkovich,  Mary Ann Coleman, Leslie Crowl, Ken Everett, Adolfo Gallo, Sidney Hilton, Brian 
Hughes, Roberta Jetter, Ken King, Belinda Messenger, and Cynthia Ray 

Guests: (3) Joyce Basan- CAPCA, Terry Gage- CAAA, Judy Letterman-PAPA 

Members Absent: 6) Phil Mullins- Agricultural Pest Control Businesses, Kenneth Oneto- Producers, Anil 
Shrestha- Board of Trustees of the California State University System, Tim Smith- Board of Governors of the 
California Community College System, Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, and Matt 
Scally- Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners 

 

I. Introductions and Administrative Topics — Nan Gorder, Pest Management & 
Licensing Branch Chief, DPR 

A. Review and approval of March 4, 2014 meeting minutes 
The minutes from the March 4, 2014 APCAC meeting were approved as written. 

 
II. Licensing Update — Cynthia Ray, Licensing Program Supervisor, DPR 

A. Staff Changes 
Sidney Hilton, the new Environmental Scientist in the Licensing Program, was 
introduced. Kenneth King has moved to the PCA desk and Regina Maglia has 
moved to the QAC desk. 

B. PCA Class List 
A committee will re-do the PCA college class list after identifying the appropriate 
courses from each university. This will clarify for applicants which classes will 
qualify for the PCA license. 
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C. Website Clean-up 
The PCA web site is currently down for maintenance. The web site links will be 
cleaned up and duplicates removed. Sidney will be in charge. 
 

D. License Renewal Packets 
All license renewal packets will be sent out early this year, in mid-July. Licensees 
are already asking for their renewal packets so this will assist them. There are no 
changes to the renewal forms this year. 

E. 2014 Licensing Examinations 
There are changes to the 2014 examination schedule. The examinations in San 
Jose and San Mateo were cancelled. An examination in San Leandro was added.  

 
III. Regulatory Update — Tom Babb, Environmental Program Manager, DPR  

A. Rodenticide Regulations  
As of July 1, 2014, all second-generation anticoagulant rodenticide products can 
only be sold by licensed pesticide dealers to licensed applicators in possession of 
a restricted material permit (except, Structural Board licensees can purchase 
without a permit). These rodenticides are labeled for control of commensal 
rodents during agricultural production. 
 

B. Indian Lands Reminder 
There are ten California licensees on U.S. EPA’s list who can apply restricted 
materials (RM) on Indian Land; most are based in Arizona. After August 6th, 
users of restricted materials in Indian Lands must have applied to USEPA for a 
Federal certificate (card) and be in possession of the card to apply RM on Indian 
Lands (enforced by USEPA). 
 

C. WPS Update 
U.S. EPA is proposing new federal worker protection standards. In many cases, 
California standards are still more restrictive than the proposed standards. 
Comments can be made to US EPA until August 18, 2014. 
 

D. Urban Issues 
DPR is making changes to the exam schedule next year in order to make it easier 
for maintenance gardeners and others to take the licensing exam. There will be 
smaller venues, more sites statewide, and fewer exam takers at each site. 
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E. Ground Water Protection List 
27 new active ingredients were added, 29 were removed. Comment period is 
still open. 

 
IV. UC IPM Update — Lisa Blecker, UC IPM 

A. Positions 
The selection process for the position of Area Vertebrate Pest Advisor 
concentrated in Los Angeles, Orange, and San Diego counties is ongoing. 
Mary Louise Flint is retiring at the end of June and her position is being 
advertised (Urban and Community IPM Associate Director). Application period 
closes on July 21st.  
 

B. Update on Urban and Community IPM program 
There is a new blog on the web site and videos on YouTube. 
 

C. Publications 
The Forestry and right-of-way study guide is $35. There is no PDF available. 
The next edition of Safe and Effective Use of Pesticides will be out next year.  

 
V. Enforcement Investigations Unit — Ken Everett, Enforcement Branch, DPR 

The new enforcement investigations unit staff were introduced: Mary Ann Coleman, Brian 
Hughes, and Roberta Jetter. The unit will be in charge of case development on repeat 
offenders in the pesticide residue program and is planning to follow up on licensee repeat 
offenders. 

 
VI. Lean Six Sigma Preliminary Findings/Directions — Chris Jones-Roberts, Pest 
Management & Licensing Branch, DPR  

New QAC and QAL applications are the focus of this project.  The Lean Six Sigma process 
identifies waste and inefficiencies within a process. Two main areas of improvement have 
been identified: the time to schedule an examination and the time to issue a new license or 
certificate. Both of these times will be decreased with a new internal business process and 
by offering more examinations each year at more sites. 
 
VII. Maintenance Gardener Website — Laurie Brajkovich, Pest Management & 
Licensing Branch, DPR 

A new web site to help maintenance gardeners who use pesticides get licensed is now 
posted on the DPR website. It was designed graphically and walks maintenance gardeners 
through the process of successfully getting a qualified applicator certificate.  Additional 
links to maintenance gardener-focused information includes: county registration, IPM, 
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pesticide handling and transportation safety, and environmental awareness. The website 
will be available in Spanish. The intent is for County Agricultural Commissioners and DPR 
partners to refer maintenance gardeners to the site.  

URL: http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/maintgardeners.htm 
 

VIII. Next Agenda – Date and Topics  

Date of next meeting: Thursday, September 11, 2014 
Time: 10:00-12:00 
Location: Training Room East and West, First Floor 
Possible topics may include: 

- Possible day change for next year’s meetings 
- Summary of WPS changes 
- Revisit PCA course list 
- Lean Six Sigma wrap up 
- Licensing renewal numbers compared to last year’s 
- Update about recycling of pesticide containers (Bill Graves) 

 
Questions should be directed to Tom Babb at (916) 445-1707 or tbabb@cdpr.ca.gov.  
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