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 AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

September 10, 2015 
10:00 PM – 12:00 PM 

CalEPA Building, Training Room East and West, First Floor 

Members Present (11): Ronald Berg-Pesticide Dealers, Lisa Blecker-University of California, Division of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, Glen Foth- Commercial Applicator Certificate Holders,  
Jeanette Heinrichs- General Public, Linda La Vanne- Agricultural Pest Control Advisors, Dick Stoltz- Pest 
Control Aircraft Pilots Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Phil Mullins- Agricultural Pest Control Businesses,  
Tim Smith- Board of Governors of the California Community College System, Ken Oneto- Producers,  
Matt Scally-Pest Control Maintenance Gardeners, and Wayne Steele- Registrants 
Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) Staff (7): Nan Gorder- Chair of Committee,  
Laurie Brajkovich, Megan Cambridge, Mara John, Mark Robertson, Edgar Vidrio, and Tom Babb   
Guests (5): John Erisey (alternate member)- Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Joyce Basan and 
Shannon Douglas- California Association of Pest Control Advisers (CAPCA), Judy Letterman-Pesticide 
Applications Professional Association (PAPA), Henry Buckwalt  - PCAs  

Members Absent (2): Juli Jensen- California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, 
 John Bushoven –Board of Trustees of the California University System 
 
Introductions and Administrative Topics — Nan Gorder, Pest Management & Licensing 
Branch Chief, DPR 

A. Review and approval of September 10, 2015 meeting minutes 
The minutes from the September 10, 2015 APCAC meeting were approved as written. 
 

B. Introductions 
Megan Cambridge was hired as the Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisory (position 
vacated by Laurie Brajkovich) for the Licensing and Certification Program.  Megan has seven 
years of professional experience in the private sector consulting on environmental issues 
and 23 years with CalEPA’s, Department of Toxic Substances Control doing enforcement 
and brownfields revitalization.  
 

I. Licensing Update — Megan Cambridge, Licensing Analysis Supervisor, DPR 
Updates about the renewal notification:  
 Postcards were mailed in mid-August as a reminder of the upcoming renewal 

applications with a deadline of November 19, 2015 to ensure the renewals  are 
completed before the new year    

 Renewal packets are tentatively scheduled to be mailed in mid-September 
 Minor changes to the forms were made to clarify the fees due and CE hours to be 

completed 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
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 Statistics were provided on the number of renewal packets to be sent out for individuals 
and businesses  

 Discussed upcoming outreach activities on the importance of early renewals including 
letters to the CACs, listserve announcements, and an article that was submitted to 
CAPCA’s Adviser Magazine  

 
II. DPR Updates – Laurie Brajkovich, Licensing & Certification Program Manager, DPR 

Laurie discussed US EPA’s release of proposed changes to the Certification of Pesticide 
Applicators Rule (40 CFR 171). She distributed a chart produced by US EPA that highlights 
the overall changes and discussed the potential impacts.  Public comments are being 
accepted by US EPA until November 23, 2015 and likely will be extended at the request of 
the states. DPR expects to comment on the proposed regulation once DPR multi-Branch 
workgroup conducts an analysis of the proposed regulations. US EPA did send out a press 
release to their listserve that provides and overview and a link to the proposed regulations. 
DPR will send out a similar announcement to its listserve that links to US EPA’s information 
to more broadly circulate the information to our stakeholders.  

 
III. PCA Minimum Qualifications,  APCAC Subcommittee Report -  On June 10, 2015 John 

Bushoven (CSU Fresno/APCAC Member), Tim Smith (Reedly College/APCAC Member),  
Linda Lavanne (PCA/APCAC member) Shannon Douglas (Pathway to PCA College 
representative)  and DPR representatives Cynthia Ray, Sidney Hilton, Laurie Brajkovich, 
Ken King, and Heather Allen  met to discuss courses needed for students to meet the minimum 
qualifications for the Pest Control Adviser (PCA) examination.  Community Colleges are 
developing program curriculum for earning a PCA certificate. Once completed, DPR could 
accept the certificate without having to review the specific courses of each applicant.    

 
IV. UC IPM Update—Lisa Blecker, UC IPM 

A. Positions 
a. Jim Farrar was announced as the UC IPM Statewide Director and will start  

October 1, 2015. Jim was previously a professor of Plant Pathology at Fresno State.  
 Cheryl Wilen is the current interim Director.  
b. Glenda Humiston was selected as the new Vice President of UC Agricultural and 

Natural Resources (UC ANR).  She served as the deputy of the USDA undersecretary 
for Natural Resources under President Clinton, and was appointed by  
President Obama in 2009 as the California state director of USDA rural 
development.  

B. UC Updates 
Pest Management Guidelines (PMGs) reviewed include artichoke, avocado, caneberry, 
peach, cherry, nectarine, and apple. Review of rice, cucurbit, peppers, carrot, small 
grains, onion/garlic, turfgrass, eggplant and sugarbeets is in process.    

C. IPM Program 
 

a. UC IPM has updated the pesticide information on 16 crops with special emphasis on 
updating the treatment tables to reflect current laws and regulations.  

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
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b. Chlorpyrifos project - The start of IPM Training and Chlorpyrifos Regulatory Update 
will begin on September 25, 2015. The training will involve cotton, citrus, almonds 
and alfalfa PCAs, growers, statewide in 13 locations from Brawley to Tule Lake. 

 
V. Pollinator Protection Update —Mara Johnson, PhD, Enforcement Branch, DPR  

Mara providing an update to the pollinator protection program focused on education and 
outreach, and reporting and regulatory activities.  The material shared during the presentation 
focused on the three “C’s” of cooperation, communication and collaboration between 
beekeepers, growers, applicators, advisers and regulators. She announced several Bee Aware 
symposiums and reviewed information available on DPR’s web site.  Mara provided an 
overview of the ongoing DPR coordinated apiary inspector training being conducted in 
multiple locations that are tailored to regional issues.   

 
VI. DPR’s Pest Management Grant Program —Mark Robertson, Pest Management 

Analysis Program, DPR 
Mark Robertson provided an overview of the Pest Management and Analysis Program 
including available grants, IPM Innovator Awards, pesticide analysis and use trends, and pest 
management alternatives projects.   He reviewed slides on the background of the program, 
which includes the Endangered Species Program.  Mark explained the importance of the Pest 
Management and Analysis Program that promotes development and adoption of adopts IPM 
practices to reduce pesticide related risks to human health and the environment.  His 
presentation highlighted the various grants and award programs funded by DPR to encourage 
innovations including Pest Management Alliance grants and pest management Research 
grants, research contracts, IPM Innovator Awards, working groups and outreach events.   

 
VII. 2014 Air Monitoring Network results —Edgar Vidrio, Air Program, Environmental 

Monitoring Branch, DPR  
Edgar Vidrio presented the 2014 results from the Department of Pesticide Regulation’s (DPR) 
Air Monitoring Network (AMN). The study objectives were to identify common pesticides in air, 
track the data temporally, compare measured concentrations to human health screening levels, 
estimate cumulative exposure to multiple pesticides with a common mode of action, and 
correlate air concentrations with pesticidal use and weather patterns. The communities of 
Ripon, Salinas and Shafter were selected based on a number of factors. A total of 32 pesticides 
and five pesticide breakdown products were monitored as part of the AMN.  Edgar provided 
details of the network including pesticides monitored, sampling methods, air concentration 
results from 2014, and a comparison of measured ambient concentrations to human health 
screening levels. AMN’s 2014 results showed that none of the pesticides exceeded their 
screening levels for any of the exposed periods, indicating low health risk to people in the 
monitored communities. Combined results of organophosphate pesticides indicated a low risk 
from cumulative exposure, as these were the only pesticides included in the network that have a 
common mode of action (cholinesterase inhibition). 
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VIII. Next Agenda – Date and Topics  
 

Date of next meeting: December 9, 2015   
Time: 10:00-12:00 
Location: Training Room East and West, First Floor 
Possible topics may include: Discussion of US EPA’s proposed Certification and Training 
(C&T) regulations. 

 
Questions should be directed to Laurie Brajkovich at 916- 445-9903 or 
<Laurie.Brajkovich@cdpr.ca.gov>.  
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