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 AGRICULTURAL PEST CONTROL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

December 9, 2015 
10:00 PM – 12:00 PM 

CalEPA Building, Training Room East and West, First Floor 

Members Present (8): Ronald Berg-Pesticide Dealers, Jeanette Heinrichs-General Public, Linda La 
Vanne-Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Phil Mullins-Agricultural Pest Control Businesses, Tim Smith-
Board of Governors of the California Community College System, Ken Oneto-Producers, Matt Scally-Pest 
Control Maintenance Gardeners, and John Bushoven–Board of Trustees of the California University System. 

Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) Staff (4), Laurie Brajkovich, Alex Grewal, Cynthia Ray 
and Tom Babb 

Guests (7): Dan Gudgel (alternate member)-Pest Control Aircraft Pilots Agricultural, Emily Symme 
(alternate member)-University of California, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Stephen 
Colbert (alternate member)-Registrants, Mark Quisenberry-California Agricultural Commissioners and 
Sealers Association, Joyce Basan-California Association of Pest Control Advisers (CAPCA), Judy Letterman-
Pesticide Applicators Professional Association (PAPA), and Ruthann Anderson-California Association of Pest 
Control Advisers (CAPCA). 

Members Absent (4): Juli Jensen- California Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Association, Dick 
Stoltz-Pest Control Aircraft Pilots Agricultural Pest Control Advisers, Lisa Blecker-University of California, 
Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and Wayne Steele-Registrants. 

I. Introductions and Administrative Topics — Laurie Brajkovich, Licensing & Certification 
Program Manager, DPR 
 

A. Positions 
Nan Gorder, formerly the Chief of the Pest Management and Licensing Branch is now 
working on special assignments for the DPR executive office. John Sanders is the acting 
Branch Chief until a new Branch Chief is hired. APCAC committee member, Dick Stoltz, 
retired from CAAA and his position with APCAC is currently vacant. DPR thanks him for his 
many years of service on the advisory committee.  

 
B. Introductions 

• Alex Grewal joined the Licensing and Certification Program in October as an 
Environmental Scientist replacing the position vacated by Sidney Hilton.  Prior to 
joining DPR, Alex was a Recycling Specialist for the Department of Resources Recycling 
and Recovery (CalRecycle).  

• Emily Symmes has been the UC IPM Area IPM Advisor for the Sacramento Valley 
counties of Butte, Glenn, Colusa, Tehama, Yuba, and Sutter since June 2014. In 2015, she 
also became Co-Associate Director of Agriculture for the UC IPM Program. Her 
background is in entomology. 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
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C. Review and approval of September 10, 2015 meeting minutes 

The minutes from the September 10, 2015 APCAC meeting were approved as written. 
 

II. Licensing Update — Cynthia Ray, Supervising Program Tech  
• Licensing Renewal Update:  Out of the 11,150 renewal packets mailed to individual holders 

in September, 49% have been returned to DPR for processing and 24 % (755), have been 
renewed; out of 1,905 renewal packets mailed to business license holders in October 2015, 
48% have been returned to DPR for processing and 19% (377) have been renewed.  

• The 2016 exam schedule has been posted for January and February with exams being held 
in January in Fontana and Galt, and February, exams in San Leandro, San Diego, and Fresno. 

• Additional months will be added to the schedule upon confirming suitable testing locations 
and receiving approved contracts with the vendors.  

• DPR is researching availability of facilities in Oxnard and Nevada City. 
   

III. DPR Update – Laurie Brajkovich, Licensing & Certification Program Manager, DPR 
Laurie gave an update on the status of the efforts to regulate agricultural pesticide use near 
schools. In May, a concept paper was distributed requesting written comments, which was 
followed by several DPR sponsored statewide workshops in June.  The purpose of the outreach 
efforts is to acquire public input from stakeholders to determine what measures are appropriate.  
Information about the project including the concept paper and many of the public comments are 
posted on the DPR website. DPR is currently evaluating the comments in preparing the draft 
regulations. DPR expects the draft regulations will be released in February 2016 followed by 
public hearings and opportunity for public comments. If individuals are interested in this issue, 
they may sign up to receive email notifications. DPR’s goal of making this regulation effective in 
2017 remains unchanged.     

 
 Regulatory Updates:  

Two new regulations will go into effect on January 1, 2016.  The closed mixing systems 
regulation (DPR 14-004) will require a tiered mitigation scheme to establish specific close 
mixing systems and PPE requirements based on pesticide label.  At the next APCAC meeting, DPR 
will present information on the new regulation, the changes and how they will be implemented. 
The other new regulation (DPR 15-001), will clarify the information required on research 
authorization and reporting forms and will revise the notification requirements. More 
information about these regulations, including the finalized text is posted on DPR’s website.  
U.S. EPA extended the comment period of their proposed Federal Certification and Training 
(C&T) regulations’ to 30 days to December 23rd. The Federal Worker Protection Standards 
(WPS); those were recently finalized and published by U.S. EPA. Leslie Crowl with the Worker 
Health and Safety Branch gave a more detailed presentation about the WPS and how DPR will 
implement them-later in the agenda.    
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IV. UC IPM Update—Emily Symme, UC IPM 
A. Positions 

a. Jim Farrar started as the UC IPM Statewide Director. Jim was previously a professor of 
Plant Pathology at Fresno State.   

b. Kimberley Steinmen, previously with DPR, recently joined the UC IPM Program where 
she will be in charge of developing and maintaining outreach material.   

B. UC Updates 
Pest Management Guidelines (PMGs)–Recently updated: apple, cherry, and grape 
complete revisions not just part of the pesticide update. Complete revisions include:  
nectarine, peach, pistachios and rice. Almonds and walnuts are being worked on 
currently. PMG: Cucurbit, peppers, carrot, small grains, onion/garlic, turfgrass, eggplant 
and sugarbeet.    

C. IPM Program. 
a. Chlorpyrifos project-The start of IPM training and the Chlorpyrifos of Regulatory 

Update meetings began in September. The training involved critical uses of Chlorpyrifos 
on pests of cotton, citrus, almonds and alfalfa. Meetings included discussion of current 
regulations. One more meeting will occur in December and two more in February.  

 
V. Maintenance Gardener Electronic Exams Pilot Project Update—Alex Grewal, Licensing 

& Certification Environmental Scientist, DPR  
DPR contracted with two counties to implement a pilot project for providing electronic 
exams at the county level for applicants to obtain their maintenance gardener pest control 
certification. DPR is working with the Agricultural Commissioner’s for Placer and San Diego 
counties to provide outreach materials, conduct training workshops prior to the electronic 
exams, and to proctor the exams. DPR has a contract with Comira Testing, the vendor that 
will provide the electronic exams and supply the equipment necessary. Following the half 
day training, attendees can take an electronic exam. Those that pass the exam can apply for 
their Maintenance Gardener Business License. The main goal of this pilot project is to see 
how an electronic exam process would work and what issues are encountered by those that 
take the exams. 
  

VI. 2014 Pesticide Residue Monitoring-Enforcement Branch—Michael Papathakis, Senior 
Environmental Scientist, DPR 
Michael Papathakis gave a presentation on DPR’s Pesticide Residue Monitoring Program. The 
goals are to monitor pesticide residues in fresh fruits and vegetables throughout California. An 
emphasis was placed on commodities that are plant-based to help keep produce with illegal 
pesticide residues out of the marketplace and to generate the residue data for human health 
risk assessment of certain pesticides. Collection of samples takes place at wholesale markets, 
chain distribution centers, retail outlets, farmers’ markets, packing sheds, and roadside stands. 
DPR collects more than 3,000 fruit and vegetable samples annually. That includes samples both 
from domestic and imported produce. Once the samples are collected they are prepared for 
analysis and analyzed for pesticide residues in California Department Food and Agriculture 
Laboratories. There are two types of illegal pesticide residues: over tolerance and no tolerance 
established pesticides. Of the 228 Illegal samples detected in the 2014 DPR residue sampling, 
75% were from imported produce and 25% were from U.S. produce. 97.5% of U.S.-grown 
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samples complied with U.S. tolerances, while 96.4% of California-grown samples complied with 
U.S. tolerances. 

 
VII. Update on Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) Emissions from Pesticides-

Environmental Monitoring Branch- Pam Woodford, Environmental Program Manager, 
DPR  
Pam provided an update on Volatile Organic Compound Emissions from Pesticides. She 
provided Background, Fumigant VOC regulations, Nonfumigant VOC regulations, and 
pesticide VOC emissions inventory. Some key points from her presentation: Draft 2014 
pesticide VOC emissions complied with state implementation plan (SIP) goals in all 
nonattainment areas, decreased emissions in San Joaquin Valley, Southeast Desert, Ventura 
and South Coast nonattainment areas (NAAs). In the San Joaquin Valley, prohibition of the 
use of high-VOC products began May 1, 2015 and will be in place until at least October 31, 
2016 during the May 1 – October 31 ozone period. 
 

VIII. Updates to the Worker Protection Standards & Impacts on California-Worker’s Health 
and Safety Branch- Leslie Crowl, Environmental Scientist, DPR 

 Leslie provided background on the U.S. EPA Worker Protection Standard and provided 
information on U.S. EPA’s finalized regulations and their impact on California. Regulatory 
changes include: shortening the retraining interval; establishing record keeping 
requirements to verify training, expanding content of training for posting requirements, 
pesticide specific hazard communication materials, pesticide hazard information availability, 
and restrictions to prevent drift exposure; establishing minimum age requirements, 
displaying pesticide safety information, clarifying water required for decontamination, and 
exemptions. She also discussed other significant US EPA changes that won’t impact 
California.     

  
IX. Next Agenda – Date and Topics— Laurie Brajkovich, Licensing & Certification Program 

Manager, DPR  
 Date of next meeting: March 9, 2016 
 Time: 10:00-12:00 
 Location: Training Room East and West, First Floor 
 Possible topics may include: Update on the Maintenance Gardener electronic exam project, 

pesticide use around school sites regulations, and update on the closed system regulations.  
 

Questions should be directed to Laurie Brajkovich at (916) 445-9903 or 
Laurie.Brajkovich@cdpr.ca.gov. 

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/
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