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Dear Train-the-Trainer (T2) Program Instructors: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) recently finalized new federal Worker 
Protection Standard (WPS) regulations <https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/revisions
worker-protection-standard>. Some of these new regulations go into effect January 2, 2017, 
including: required annual training of fieldworkers, maintaining training records for two years, 
trainer presence throughout the training presentation, and conducting training in an area 
reasonably free from distraction. The balance of the new regulations relative to training will go 
into effect in January of 2018. 

The regulations that go into effect on January 1, 2018, include additional training topic 
requirements related to training pesticide handlers and field workers. These additional training 
topic requirements necessitate that individuals taking a T2 course to qualify as a trainer of 
handlers or field workers must take a U.S. EPA approved training course. T2 courses currently 
approved by the Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) will need to be re-evaluated for 
changes due to the new WPS regulations and approved before being used to instruct trainers. 
Handler and field worker trainers can still qualify to train by having a DPR certificate or license 
(e.g. private applicator certificate, qualified applicator certificate or license, or pest control 
adviser license). Beginning January 1, 2018, all handlers and field workers must be trained using 
U.S. EPA approved materials. These training materials must include the new WPS requirements. 

This means that anyone taking your T2 course now will have to be re-trained under a "U.S. EPA 
approved" course if they wish to continue training handlers and field workers after 
January 1, 2018. DPR is currently working with U.S. EPA to determine the best way to 
streamline the required U.S. EPA approval process. Once we have an agreed upon process for 
handling California approvals, we will let all California T2 Program Instructors know. We 
estimate that the process will be in place in Spring 2017. Current T2 resources can be found on 
our website at <www.cdpr.ca.gov/docs/license/workprot.htm>. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Leslie Crowl by phone at 916-322-2152 or by email at 
<leslie.crowl@cdpr.ca.gov>. 

We will keep you apprised of any new developments. 

Laurie Brajkovich, Environmental Program Manager I 
Licensing and Certification Program 
Pest Management and Licensing Branch 
916-445-9903 
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