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STATE DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION AND DEPARTMENT
OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AGREE ON CONSULTING TERMS

SACRAMENTO -- Secretary for Environmental Protection James M. Strock announced today
that Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation and the Department of Food and Agriculture
have signed a memorandum of understanding detailing how DPR will consult with CDFA prior
to making major decisions regarding pesticides.

An agreement was also announced between Cal/EPA and CDFA clarifying the roles of the
biocontrol programs that exist in the two departments.

Regarding the consultative agreement, Strock said, "The two departments have consulted
with each other informally since July, when the Department of Pesticide Regulation was formed,
as part of the new California Environmental Protection Agency. This agreement will formalize
those procedures, and ensure that farmers and others represented by CDFA have a voice in the
process, consistent with the Agency's statutory mandate."

CDFA Director Voss said the biocontrol program agreement will also help the two
departments coordinate activities. Said Voss, "The major portion of the biocontrol program--10
staff positions--was devoted to research into, and distribution of, natural enemies of agricultural
pests. This kind of work is naturally the province of CDFA, and will remain with our
department. On the other hand, certain regulatory functions--such as identifying biological
controls that could serve as alternatives to pesticides--are statutory responsibilities of DPR, so
four staff members doing this kind of work will be located in Cal/EPA."

The biological control program was part of CDFA's Division of Pest Management, which
became the Department of Pesticide Regulation when the state's pesticide regulatory program

was moved out of CDFA, as mandated by the Governor's Reorganization Plan creating Cal/EPA.



For some months, Cal/EPA and CDFA have been discussing how biocontrol resources should be
divided.

The Governor's reorganization plan also required that the new department consult with
CDFA on all major decisions regarding pesticides. These include denials of new pesticide active
ingredient registrations, suspension or cancellation of pesticide registrations or uses, and actions
related to requests for emergency use of pesticides in certain critical situations, such as the
current crisis with the sweet potato whitefly.

DPR Director James W. Wells said, "CDFA is a valuable source of information about how
a decision would actually impact users of a particular pesticide. This is an important part of the
regulatory process. CDFA is also in perhaps the best position to recommend alternatives to a
proposed action, since it is in touch with farmers and knows what might be practical and what
isn't.”

This memorandum of understanding is one of a series DPR will be signing which detail
the roles of departments which, by law, collaborate on pesticide regulatory matters. Within the
next two months, DPR will sign a revised memorandum of understanding with the Department
of Industrial Relations, and enter into a new memorandum of understanding with the Department
of Health Services. These agreements will formalize working relationships regarding regulations

and policies that affect workplaces where pesticides are used.
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