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CAL/EPABEGINS DATA CALL-IN
TO COMPLETE UPDATING OF PESTICIDE DATA BASE

SACRAMENTO -- Secretary for Environmental Protection James M. Strock today announced
the beginning of a data call-in that, when completed, will close all data gaps for pesticides
registered in California, updating information on possible health effects to current scientific
standards.

"Pesticides registered since 1985 have a complete data base. However, other chemicals--
registered years ago when the science upon which we based our data requirements was less
exacting--may not," said Strock. "Completing a thorough reevaluation of pesticide safety in light
of current standards is essential to protecting human health and the environment.

"We first began asking manufacturers to provide health effect data in 1985 for a priority
list of 200 pesticide active ingredients,” Strock said. "That data call-in is close to completion.
Now we are starting the process for chemicals not on the priority list. We expect that, having
learned from past mistakes, it will go considerably smoother this time."

Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation has sent letters to all pesticide registrants,
informing them that up-to-date data bases must be developed for each of 330 pesticide active
ingredients. About a third of the products are used in agriculture; the rest have institutional,
industrial, or home uses.

Up to 10 or 11 studies can be required for each active ingredient, including animal studies on
chronic toxicity, oncogenicity, teratogenicity, neurotoxicity, reproductive toxicity, and mutageni-
city.

The timetable for data collection for this group of chemicals was established last fall with
the passage of legislation written by Assemblyman Tom Hayden. Assembly Bill 1742 amended
the 1984 Birth Defect Prevention Act (SB 950) to set up a schedule for collection of data for

pesticides not on the priority list. The new law allows registrants to synchronize data submittal



with federal data submission timelines, provided studies are initiated no later than January 1,
1994. From one to four years are allowed to complete each study, depending on the type of test.

Chemicals on the priority list are much farther along in the process, with the majority of
studies completed. Acting against those not in compliance, DPR in January began suspension
action against 57 pesticides whose manufacturers had not submitted one or more of the required
studies by a December 31, 1991 deadline.

"Since the notices went out January 15, our staff has been very busy, fielding hundreds of
phone calls and letters,"” said James W. Wells, DPR Director. "The law provides that requests can
be made for extensions and deferrals, which, if approved, would allow products to stay on the
market while studies are being completed.

"We are now processing these requests for later evaluation and review," Wells said.
"Within a few weeks, we plan to begin suspension proceedings against any chemical for which
we have received no request for deferral or extension, or for which the request has been denied."
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Attached: Questions and Answers on the Data Call-In and AB 1742



