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ETHYL PARATHION TO BE SUSPENDED
FOR FAILURE TO MEET DATA REQUIREMENTS

SACRAMENTO -- Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation
initiated suspension proceedings Friday against ethyl parathion,
the first pesticide to be suspended under a 1991 law designed to
expedite the collection of data about possible health effects
related to pesticides.

"The Birth Defect Prevention Act of 1984 was significantly
amended last year to give us clearer authority to suspend
pesticides whose manufacturers failed to comply with requirements
to submit chronic health effects data," said DPR Director James
W. Wells.

"The law also set up a mechanism to grant extra time to
complete studies to manufacturers who had completed nearly all
the studies required. It also allowed temporary deferrals of
suspension while studies were being completed, if it could be
proven that the suspension of the pesticide would cause public
health problems, or substantial economic hardship," said Wells.

"In January, we sent notices of impending suspension to the
makers of 57 pesticide active ingredients who had not submitted
all required studies," Wells said. "Since then, we have received
many requests for extensions and deferrals, which are now being
reviewed. However, the manufacturers of ethyl parathion did not
choose to reply to our notice, and, as a result, we are

initiating suspension proceedings."



Pesticide registrants have 30 days after receipt of the
notice of intent to suspend to request a hearing. If they do not
do so, suspension becomes final.

Once a pesticide is suspended, it may no longer be sold by
registrants, although products held by dealers in California may
be sold for up to two years, and products in the hands of end-
users may be used up.
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Parathion is also the subject of parallel regulatory action
at the federal level. 1In September, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency announced the voluntary cancellation of
virtually all uses of parathion. Although USEPA is allowing
certain uses to continue for a short period, after July 31, 1992,
the only remaining uses will be on nine field crops. These uses
account for approximately 3 percent of the parathion used in
California, and will be subject to the suspension action taken
this week by the state.

In an unrelated action involving parathion, Wells this week
also signed a declaration which designates parathion a toxic air
contaminant, and the Department will soon propose regulations to
place parathion on a toxic air contaminant list.

This action was taken under the mandates of 1983 legislation
(AB 1807, Tanner), which established a program to evaluate and
control potential air toxics.

After the regulations listing parathion as a toxic air
contaminant are final, the next step will be to determine if
additional control measures are needed to reduce concentrations
of the chemical in the air.

"Due to a combination of regulatory actions by USEPA and
DPR, parathion use will be low and will continue to decline over
the next few years," said Wells. "Even so, we want to ensure
that what little use remains poses no risk to public health."
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Attached: Questions and Answers on the Suspension Process



