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 SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
 APPOINTED AT PESTICIDE REGULATION DEPARTMENT 

SACRAMENTO -- James W. Wells, Director of Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation, 

today announced the appointment of Dr. Tobi L. Jones as Special Assistant to the Executive 

Office.  Her primary duties will be community outreach and special projects. 

 "Dr. Jones will be responsible for ensuring that community groups and individual citizens 

have access to the regulatory process, and are assisted in providing input," said Wells.  "We have 

always encouraged groups and individuals to participate in the regulatory process, but--in 

keeping with Cal/EPA's goal of maximizing public participation--we want to do all we can to 

ensure that the process is as open and understandable as possible. 

 "Dr. Jones will also be responsible for coordination of special projects which involve 

interactions between branches within the Department, between various entities within Cal/EPA, 

and between DPR and the county agricultural commissioners," said Wells.  "She will also 

coordinate various training courses provided by the Department, updating existing programs and 

helping to develop new ones, while ensuring that interested parties have access to them. Future 

projects could include coordination with the University of California on educational materials, 

and outreach to local schools on the availability of alternative pest management techniques." 

 Jones has been with the state's pesticide regulatory program since 1982, the past four 

years serving as chief of the Pesticide Registration Branch.  From 1980 to 1982 she was with the 

University of California's Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program, and from 1974 to 

1979, was an assistant professor in the Department of Surgery, Michigan State University. 

 Jones, 46, a Woodland resident, earned a doctorate in microbiology from Northwestern 

University in 1972, and an undergraduate degree in microbiology from the University of Kansas 

in 1968.  She is a nationally recognized authority on state regulatory aspects of biotechnology, 

and advises the DPR Director on biotechnology issues.   She is also chair of the State FIFRA 

Issues Research and Education Group (SFIREG) Working Committee on Registration and 



Classification.  SFIREG advises the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on pesticide 

regulatory issues of concern to states. 
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