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DPR SUSPENDS 47 PESTICIDES
WHOSE MANUFACTURERS IGNORED DATA CALL-IN NOTICES

SACRAMENTO -- Cal/EPA's Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has suspended
the registration of 47 pesticides whose manufacturers ignored a notice last year to
submit health data on their products.

The chemicals are the active ingredients in about 225 pesticide products. Many
are disinfectants and sanitizers, although there are also other types of pesticides used in
agriculture, industry and the home, among them plant insect dusts, lawn chemicals,
repellents and pet products. Few have widely known brand names.

The suspensions came after the manufacturers failed to respond to a request
early last year to begin the process of ensuring that up-to-date toxicology data is
submitted on potential chronic health effects.

"These pesticides are those that weren't subject to the original data call-in
initiated after the 1984 passage of the Birth Defect Prevention Act," said DPR Director
James W. Wells. "That call-in, working from a priority list of 200 chemicals, is close to
completion."

Early in 1992, DPR initiated a data call-in for the chemicals that were not on the
priority list. Letters were sent to pesticide registrants informing them that up-to-date
data bases must be developed for each of 390 pesticide active ingredients.

Registrants of 93 of the 390 active ingredients did not respond. This prompted
DPR to send notices in November and December to those registrants, informing them
that their products would be suspended unless they complied with the data call-in.

"Registrants of 27 of the 93 chemicals responded to those notices," said Wells.
"Makers of another 19 of the chemicals declined to renew their registrations this year,
withdrawing their products from the market.

"The registrations of the remaining 47 chemicals have been suspended," said
Wells.

If a pesticide's registration is suspended for failure to comply with a data call-in,
all sales by registrants must stop; however, sales by retail dealers may continue for up
to two years, and products in the hands of consumers can continue to be used.
Suspension notices affect a pesticide active ingredient and all products containing the



ingredient.

The timetable for data collection for this group of chemicals was established in
1991 with the passage of Assembly Bill 1742 (Hayden), which amended the 1984 Birth
Defect Prevention Act (SB 950) to set up a schedule for collection of data for pesticides
not on the priority list. The law allows registrants to synchronize data submittal with
federal data submission time lines, provided studies are initiated no later than January
1, 1994. From one to four years are allowed to complete each study, depending on the
type of test. Up to 10 or 11 studies can be required for each active ingredient, including
animal studies on chronic toxicity, oncogenicity, teratogenicity, neurotoxicity, and
reproductive toxicity.

For a list of chemicals in this group which have been suspended or withdrawn,
please request "March 1993 Status Report, AB 1742 Chemicals" from the Department of
Pesticide Regulation, Registration Branch, Attention: SB 950 Office, 1220 N Street,
Sacramento 95814; phone (916) 654-0533.
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